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g'E&hefDrapereAQkine;House is a fivewbay, single-pile, two=~and=a-
half story stfectﬁre with\an east frontage. The house is of timber
constructionlwith'weatherﬁeard sheathing and rests on brick foundation
The symmetrical'facade is broken by a two=story portico, erected
in stages; the first story is detailed with bullseye corner blocks
while the second2}é0eives scroll~cut wood.details. The roof is

covered with shingles and is pierced by two segmental-arch dormers

with bullseye details.

The interior of the house has oak and walnut inlaid parquet
floors laid directly over the original pine flooring. The fireplaces

in the north and south walls have Greek Revival details, and

| are flanked by windows. The center hall features an open stairway

at the back. 3
To the rear of the main house block is a lowex wing containing
the dining room and kitchen with bed chambers above, The kitchen is
modern, but the three-bay dining room retains its shallow chair rail
and an end wall of beaded field paneling containing a fireplace and
cupboards. 7
The Draper-Adkins house is set onto the street edge of the lof.

The remainder of the lot, to the rear, was formerly occup;ed,
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The Draper~Adkins House is a well-preserved example of a frame
Sussex County town house, built during a period when Milton was a
thriving poxt at the head of navigation on Broadkill Creek.

Its austeré‘Gréek'Révival symmetry is relieved by the second
story of the portico, which is an excellent example of scroll-cut

wooden decoration. Such scrollwork is characteristic of the finer

houses in Sﬁéseg County that were built or remodelled during the
second half of the nineteenth century. %
. ';(“
\ The house was built around 1840 by Captain Joseph Adkins and

e T s,
was inherited by his daughter, who married William P. Richardson;
she sold it to the present owners in 1949. Because the house has

had so féw owners, it has not been appreciably altered.
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