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The frame warehouse built in the mi 1Zp6's was restored and is now
maintained by a York organization, Ahe Society for the Preservation of
Historic Landmarks. It is the o Colonial commercial building still
standing in York. '

The building is 26' long, 2L' wide and LO' high.

The interior has rough open construction, all beams mortised and ten&oned,
and all joints pegged.

It was restored in the 1950's. However, very minor changes were made.
Outside shingles and interior cleaning were the major needs.

It has a second floor with access from an exterior ramp and an interior
stairway. A wheel to elevate goods to the second floor is in working
condition.

It is unlikely that Hancock ever visited the warehouse. There is evidence
that he did visit Judge Johnathan Sayward, a Royalist, on June 24, 1791.
As Sayward's home was also on the York River, it is possible that he
inspected the warehouse at that time.
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|was soon much more involved in politics than in commerce.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
John Hancock is better known for his political involvement than for his trading
activities; nevertheless he was the holder of a vast fortune by the age of
twenty-seven due to his being the heir to his merchant uncle's fortune.
never showed any great talent for trade and at the encouragement of Samuel

during the post Revolutionary era, bartering was commonplace. Items of merchan-
dise were whalebone and oil, molasses, cured fish, tar, leather, bales of
salt, and coal were exchanged for the commodities of rich fabrics, buckles,
and swords, hourglasses, rum wine, tea and ormate furniture. Among those p
ducts, not surprisingly, rum had the quickest turnover. John Hancock had

acres of vast timber tracts in Maine which failed to appreciate materially i
John's lifetime. ' : ’

He also owned a small business in the remote little town of York, Maine in
form of a wharf, store and storehouse, that wer situated just south of Sewa
Bridge on the York Rjver.

There seem to be dissenting opinions on Hancock's manner of acquisition of
York warehouse. Some researchers believe it was acquired in a simple sale
Daniel Bragdon, while others say that Hancock had taken it from Bragdon in
mortgage foreclosure. They do agreg that he only owned one half of the ware}
house, which he shared with Joseg?/;;cker. After Hancock's death, the heir,
his brother Ebenezer sold his shaYe of the warehouse to Tucker. Further con
fusion exists over the question of whether Hancock ever actually saw his
property, or whether he carried through the deal by means of a local represent-
ative. Daniel Bragdon did make several trips to Massachusetts for political
reasons, and the two may have met during the various conventions. One sourc
states that it is "doubtful if John Hancock himself ever came to York,"
whereas another convincingly describes a specific visit of Hancock, accompanied
by his wife and his official suite, to the home of Judge Johnathan Sayward

June 24, 1791. The Governor and the Judge were old friends in pre-Revolutiopary
times and in 1767, Sayward had launched a brig for the Governor. In the years
following, their political paths had widely diverged, and the visit was a
gracious gesture to Sayward, a Royalist, who was on the losing side in the
Revolutionary War. A portion of the Judge's diary is cited as proof of thig
visits

"Governor Hancogk and Lady paid me an agreeable visit and dined with a large
company with which he honoured me and in confidence regained my judgement of]
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men for the good of the country in which I hope I have done some service."

The reasons for Hancock's obtaining the York Warehouse and wharf were many -
in addition to being a secluded hide-away for his valuable private possession
during the hard times, it was a handy'place to hide contraband goods from the

suspicious, prowling tax collectors.

After Ebenezer Hancock pelinquished his inherited York property to Joseph

Tucker, it was passed down through generations.
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