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The Kearns Mansion has a stone exterior richly detailed with round 
~~~__ Pf Us fQur^eowiers.

At the time of the building, the mansion contained 28 rooms: 6 baths, 
ten fireplaces (of which nine remain), an all-marble kitchen and bathroom, 
a bowling alley, bal1 room, fail Hard room, two parlors, two dining rooms, 
and three vaults (one for silver, one for wine, and one for jewelry). 
Cost of construction was approximately $250,000.00,

The main entrance on the south leads into a hallway with a floor of 
handset ceramic tile, one of the few in Utah. The wood-panelled walls and 
the floating staircase are made of French oak, hand carved by artisans im 
ported from Europe. In the main hallway are two columns carved with alle 
gorical scenes: "The Rape of the Sabines" and "Botticelli's Graces". At 
the end of the main hall (south) are the massive iron and glass doors. The 
foyer is of African and Roman marble. Above the main hall is a graceful 
oval ceiling well. To the west of the front hall is the state drawing room 
converted early in the history of the mansion from two parlors: the Louis 
XVI and the Moorish parlors.

The first room east of the front hall is the den. The flemish oak 
paneling is stained black. North of the den is the state dining room of 
red stained mahogany. Reportedly all the wood in this room came from the 
mahogany trees in the Ural Mountains of Russia. Dominating the room, above 
the table, is a large bronze chandelier. The figures on the newel posts 
at the foot of the stairs were done by the French sculptor Moreau and were 
brought from the Paris Exposition of 1900 by Senator Kearns.

Off the main hall of the second floor were the bedrooms and guest 
rooms of the Kearns family and later the governors. The former bedrooms of 
the Kearns family and the governors were in the southeast corner of the 
second-floor, now the library. Across the hall were other bedrooms now 
housing the picture collections, and the librarian's office. The director's 
office was formerly the nursery. The marble bathroom is in the northeast 
portion of this floor. At the south end of the hallway on the second floor 
doors open to a marble loggia.

The third floor contains the t>aljj:oom oir gymnasium and the bil Hard 
room. These rooms now serve as gallfries.Overlooking the circular hall 
way on this floor is the beautiful ceiling well which ccowns this stately 
mansion.

In the basement was 
is now used to house the 
terations have been made to the building; 
of its builder and owner remain.

Outside and to the rear of the mansion (north) 
also of oolite marble, which now houses the 
This exterior has not been modified; however, the interi 
major alterations.

a two-lane bowling alley and wine vault. This area 
library's extensive collections. Only slight al- 
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The Kearns Mansion was designed by Architect Carl M. Nauhausen for 
millionaire mining magnate Thomas Kearns. It is a part of the national 
culture that shows up in tKTs~aTca'T~~The foundation was laid in the spring 
of 1900 and the building completed in 1902.

Thomas Kearns came to Utah in 1883 as a young man working on the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. He gravitated to the mines in Park City 
where he soon became part owner of the Silver King Coalition Silver Mines. 
His partner was David Keith. With his newly acquired wealth, Kearns built 
his lovely mansion on Brigham Street (later South Temple Street) in 1902.

The building itself is a work of art, made of oolite marble, and 
richly furnished interiors of wood, tile and marble. It reflects the 
quality that affluence could demand in the new twentieth century.

Thomas Kearns became a millionaire before he was 28 years old and 
a UaitexLJ,,tates JSenator from Utah fc?y the age of 40 (1901-19,05)., He also 
was a noted philanthropist, erecting the Kearns St. Ann's Orphanage, now 
St. AM*£ ̂ School. He became the publisher of the Salt Lake Tribune. Today 
the Kearns Building, Kearns Corporation, and Kearns, Utah, perpetuate his 
name.

The Kearns family lived in the mansion for over thirty-five years. 
In it many distinguished guests were entertained, including two presidents: 
Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft. President Roosevelt watched 
a parade on South Temple from the marble loggia on the second floor.

Thomas Kearns died in 1918, butvthe home remained ?n the possession 
of the family until 1937, when Mrs. Jennie Kearns donated it to the state 
to be used as a governor's mansion. Three Utah governors lived in the 
mansion; Henry H. Blood, Herbert B. Maw,^ and T.Bracken Lee. In 1957 the 
mansion became the home of the Utah State Historical Society. It is the 
intention of the Society that this lovely building be preserved and kept 
open to the public to provide a show place depicting the genteel life 
that Utah's mineral resources produced for one of the state's foremost 
families.



Margery Ward, Historical Society Brochure (Salt Lake City, Utah State
Historical Society, 1969). 

Paul Goeldner, Utah Catalog: Historic American Building Survey (Salt Lake
City, 1969), p. ^.
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