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1. Name
historic Joshua” Lewis/House

and/or common Same

2. Location

gr%t& numba 178 SOUth St reet not for pub"cation
Gity, town Needham vicinity of congressiondl digtrict oth

assa Norfolk 021
state M chusetts code 025 county code

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Robert J. and Joan Dunkle

street& number 178 South Street

Gity, town Neadham vicinity of gate Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of deeds, eic. Norfolk County® Registry of Deeds
street & number High Street
city, town Desdham dae Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assests
titte of the Commonwedth hes this property been determined degible? yes X no
date 1977 -federal  X- sate county local

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston sate M assachusetts



7. Description  nemHam: Joshua Lewis House, 178 South Street

Condition Check one Check one
X excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered Xorigind site
ood ruins atered noved date
air unexposed '

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Joshua Lewi s House stands on a nost favorable site of one anda half acres overlooking
the meandering Charles River. Thesinple CGeorgian farnmhouse i s clearly vemacular in origin
and remains largely unchanged initsarchitecture andsetting.

The wood franme house i s thought to have been built in 1776, and has the 2h stories, gable
roof, five bayfacade, andcentral chinmey characteristic of the period. Only one roomdeep
in the main block, anoriginal leanto andlater side and rear wngs extend the living space
considerably. Original fenestrationconsists of six over six sash. Centered onthe facade
is avery sinple entrance, itsnolded architrave framng a door and narrow full-height side-
l'ights.

As is typical of the central chimmey plan, the interior of the Joshua Lew s House features front
parlors, arear kitchen (inthe leanto), and a steep narrow stairway in the front hall.
Wainscotting, exposed comer posts, and original chimeypieces highlight the interior
finishing. C e ,

Additions to the buildinginclude atw-story nodemkitchen wing onthe northeast sideand
a large two-story wing onthe south side. Several neww ndow units andan exterior chi mey
have been added at the rear of the house, but the main block---includingitsfacade---
remains essentiallyashbuilt. Thehouse is generally in good repair, thanks to the restora-
tion and maintenance provided by the present owner.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, . religion

1400-1499 — archeology-historic . conservation law . science

1500-1599 X. agriculture economics literature - sculpture

1600-1699 _architecture . education . military .social/

1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater

1900- communications . industry . politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1776 Bui | der/Architect Joshua Lew s

St atenent of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Joshua Lfew s House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and
workmanship. | tisaninteresting architectural piece, but its major significancei n
local and national history derives fromthe people who have lived init. The house has
4 been associated with promnent local |andowners of the eighteenth century, a noted wood-
carver of the md-nineteenth century, the innovativehorticulturist Denys Zi mgiebel

and his friend Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and finally the artist NC Weth. The Lew s
House thus neets Criterion B of the National Register of Historic Places.

The house was built circa 1776 by Joshua Lewi s on property which had been inheritred by
his wife, Mary Lyon, fromher father, aprincipal [andowner i nthe town. Joshua Lew s and
and Mary Lyon were married in 1776, and the house" was probably built inthat year.

After the death of his parents, the house was occupied and owned by Joshua Lews, Jr.
Little i s known of these early Lew ses, although Capt. Joshua Lewis, Jr., was listed on
the rolls of the East NeedhamMilitia Gonpany i n 1817.

The house was sold out of the Lewis famly in 1835  After passing through two ownerships
it was bought i n1858 by David Livingston, a well-known woodcarver of the time. The
stairway of the O dBoston State House i s an exanpl e of hi s work.

It was bought i n1864 by Janes Bl ack, who rented the property t oDenys Zi mgi ebel, who

bought i t from Black in1874. Denys Zi mgi eble was a Swiss horticulturist who had been

a student of Louis Agassiz, thefamous naturalist, at the University of Neufchatel,

Zi mgi ebel followedAgassiz tothe United States i n1855, andfinally followedhimto
Canbri dge and Harvard, where he took charge of the Harvard Btotanical Gardens, which |ater
becane the Arnold Arboretum At this time, i tissaid, he assisted Asa Gey inconpiling
Gey's Botany. | n 1865 he establishedthe Geendal e Geenhouses on this property i n Needham
and he sent a weekly shipnment t oWashington for the decoration of the Wite House. H was
also credited with developing an inproved systemfor heating greenhouses. The foundations

of his own greenhouses arestill visible along South Street, east of the house.

During these years a frequent visitor at the house was the poet Longfellow, who had becone
" Zimgi ebel's friend when Agassiz, Longfellow, and Zi mgi ebel were neighbors i n Canbridge.

Longfel low enjoyed t he opportunitytotalk French with the Zi mgei bels. For years a

large tree on the bank of the river behind the house was known as "M. Longfellow s tree"

because, it was said that he often sat i nits shade and that it was there he wote

"To the River Charles," which begins with the stanza:

"River! that insilence w ndest
Through neadows bright and free

Till at lengththey rest thou findest
In the bosomof thesea."



9. M "or B bliographica References

Jones, Frederic, O dHouses, Needham Mass., Needham 1959
Clarke, George K, History of Needham Boston 1921

/ Material fromthe files of the Needham Historical Society
Al'l'en, Douglass 8 Douglass, Jr., NC Weth, New York, 1972

I ntopviowo with nonboro of tho Woth famly

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 1.25
Quadrangle name Newton yq4ajlrangle scale 1:25;2000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Northerly by South Street, 147.50 feet; Westerly, by land now or formerly of

A. Newell Wyeth, 425.75 feet; Southerly by Charles River, 121 feet more or less;
Easterly, by land now or formerly of May Winslow Crane, 454.94 feet.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state hnaipa county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 12, 1981
street&number 294 Washhington Street telephone 617°727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature fa:,cO'M"<.
. ecutjve Director . —
title ,%ssaclllusetts Igh storical Comm ssion date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the ~!|A"A!

National Beglster date

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO sS3s

Wexdy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with the Needham Historical Commission
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A scene of the river at this place appears in NC Weth's painting "Charles River
Scene" which hangs in the NeedhamPublic Library, given to the Library's NC Weth
Collection by Ms. NC Weth.

Henriette, the daughter of Denys Zingiebel, nmarried Andrew Newel | Weth, who in
1881 built a house next door at 192 South Street, on land given to him by his
father-in-law. In this house four sons were bom to the Andrew Weths, the ol dest
of whomwas Newel | Converse, later to be known sinply as NC Weth, one of the
country's nost fanous artist-illustratorsand the founder of the Weth dynasty of
artists.

After the death of Denys Zingiebel in 1905 the house was owned and occupied by his
son, Denys, Jr.,until he sold itin 1921 to his nephew NC Weth.

NC Weth had left Needhamin 1902 to study under Howard Pyle in Chadds Ford, Pa.
In 1921 he noved back to Needhamwi th his young fam |y, bought his grandfather's
house, and built a studio on the Isnd between the house and the river. [tws in
this studio that he painted the 20-foot |unettes for the Mssouri State House, the
fanous nurals for the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, and nany of his illustrations.
The studio i snow incorporated into the house at 150 South Street.

The house itself appears in at least three of the artist's paintings. |t appears
in the background of "Paul Revere's Ride", an illustration for the Brander Mtthews
anthol ogy. Poens of Anerican Patriotism(Scribners, NY. 1922); and it appears in
"Christmas Mbom ng", painted for the cover of the Deceinber, 1913 issue of "Scribners
Magazine." The elderly gentleman who appears inthis picturewas his Gandfather

Zi mgi ebel, and the snall boy was his youngest brother, Stinson. The portico which
frames the front door in these two pictureswas |ater renoved by the artist hinself.
The house appears again, froma different viewpoint, in the painting "Portrait of

M Mther." The scene of this pictureis the kitchen of his father's house next
door, and through the w ndow can be seen the side of his grandfather's house. The
smal | bent figurewhich again appears inthis viewis again his grandfather. The
bam a comer of which appears inthis picture, still stands.

In 1924 NC Weth noved with his fam |y back to Chadds Ford, and the house was
occupied by his brother Stimson until itws sold again in 1931, this tinme to

Lester and Hilda Bottomey, wo lived inituntil 1944, During these years a

frequent visitor to the house was Ms. Bottomey's cousin, the novelist Thonas
Wl fe.

The house was bought in 1962 by itspresent owiers, Robert and Joan Dunkle, who
have effectively restored it and added an ell to the rear and a studio to the old
bam
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The Joshua Lewi s House property nay contain archaeol ogical remains from botht he
prehistoric and historic periods. A nunber of prehistoric archaeol ogical sites

are known t oexist along the Charles River settings of elevated level land simlar
to that of the Joshua Lewi s House property. As such, prehistoric remains nay be
present onthis site as well. Historic archaeological remains intheform of early
domestic refuse and indicators of small structures, plantings and other ground

di sturbances “nown as features nmay also exist on the property. Should they exist,
these kinds of data can conpl enent t heabove ground material culture inaninter-
pretation of the cultural use of the |andscape.
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Name L ocation
Melrose Tom Center Historic District Mel r ose
M ddl esex County
Anerican Net and Twi ne Canb ri dge
Conpany Factory M ddl esex County

(Cambridge Multiple Resource Area)

Tovnsend House Needhan
Norfol k County

Lewi s, Joshua, House Needha-
Norfol k County
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Honor abl e John Joseph Moakl ey 294 Viashi ngton Street
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