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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Terminal Hotel is a three story, rectangular commercial structure of yellow-
brown brick. Windows, twelve over one lights, have stone lintels and key stones.
Quoining on corners stops just below the frieze line and bares at this point a metal
"key" motif. There is a metal cornice above the first story. A stone course line
separates the first and second floors. A cornice of dentils with ogee mold above crowns
the building. The first story has stone capitaled pilasters between sheet metal infill.
A single metal column marks the northwest corner.

A variety of colored ceramic tile patterns cover the floor on the first story.
Other floors are wood. Walls are plaster. On the second floor is a setting room
separated from the hallway by Tuscan columns. Doors opened from this room to a bal-
cony now removed.

The current owners plan an adaptive restoration which will include replacing store-
fronts and balconies. Early photos will be used as documentation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

‘-'“%’Ege location of the Terminal Hotel makes it significant. It is located in a deter-
orated commercial area, two blocks from the Zeb Ward Building (now pending in Washington),
across the street from Little Rock's MoPac Station (listed in the National Register

,'J'_.‘storic Places). The restoration of the Terminal Hotel will help to stabilize the

. It is architecturally significant in that it represents railroad hotels of its era
nd because of its fine metal cornice and little interior alteration. It is the last of
even hotels which served the MoPac station.




Interview with Charles R. Owen, February 9, 1978.
Field trip to structure, February 9, 1978.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

West 68 feet of lots 1 and 2, and west 100 feet of theNorth 10 feet, lot 3
all in block 335, original city of Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Terminal Hotel is a three story, commercial structure of the Neo-Colonial
style. The hotel is rectangular in plan with a flat roof below a short para-
pet wall finished in terra cotta coping. Windows, twelve over one (12/1)
lights have splayed stone keystones and stone lintels. A - metal ogee
cornice separates the first and second stories, and a stone course line sep-
arates the second and third stories. Corners above the first story are quoined
and under the architrave in stone motif of crossed "keys." Within the frieze
area are filigreed cast iron vent covers. The building is topped in a box cor-
nice with dentils below and ogee mold above. The first story has stylized stone
capitaled pilasters, and a single metal column marking the northwest corner.

The structure is finished in yellow-brown cinder brick.

=3 HRCY % ' i

“Storefront$s have ‘beén rémoved and infilled with sheet metal. Below the three-
part opening centered in the second story was a balcony.

A variety of colored ceramic tile patterns cover the floor on the first story.
Other floors are wood. Walls are plaster. On the second floor is a sitting
room separated from the hallway by Tuscan columns. Doors open from this space
to the now removed balcony.

The current owners plan a restoration which will include replacing the store-
fronts and balcony. J
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Terminal Hotel is an architecturally significant Neo-Colonial Revival struc-
ture as evidenced by the regularity of its massing. This style represents a
rejection of the broken geometry of Victorian architecture and a return of the
ordered symmetry of the Georgian Colonial period. The detailing, alsc, alludes
to this earlier period with. its dependence upon a classically ccrrect dentiled
cornice, quoined corners and splayed keystone. The stylized columns denote a
more twentieth-century approach to classical design.

The Terminal Hotel was constructed in 1905 as a railroad hotel. It is sited
across Victory Street from the MoPac Depot. In 1906 the original station was
razed and a Second Empire was constructed on its site. This structure was re-
placed in 1920.1 The railroad, first known as the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and
Southern Railway, was well into the twentieth century the main artery for the
distribution of immigrants and freight through the Great Southwest Territory.
The Terminal is the sole survivor of seven (7) hotels which served this depot.
With the decline of rail passenger service, through the advent of the airplane,
this urban hotel lost prestige; until now it stands abandoned.

REDEVELOPMENT

The Terminal, with the help of a HUD insured loan and a possible Historic Pres-—
ervation Grant, will be rehabilitated into low and moderate income apartments.

The Capitol Zoning Commission? is working to develop the area by "reinforcing

the transitional character of existing use (light industrial, offices, commercial)
with emphasis on housing potential."3

lMoPac Station added to the National Register 6-17-77, Architecture and Commerce.

2The designated body given authority by Act 267 of 1975, State of Arkansas, to
develop, adopt and administer a Master Plan for the Capitol Zoning District.

3Capitol Zoning District Master Plan, Page I-10.
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Terminal Hotel is a three story, commercial structure of the Neo-Colonial
style. The hotel is rectangular in plan with a flat roof below a short para-
pet wall finished in terra cotta coping. Windows, twelve over one (12/1)
lights have splayed stone keystones and stone lintels. A - metal ogee
cornice separates the first and second stories, and a stone course line sep-
arates the second and third stories. Corners above the first story are quoined
and under the architrave in stone motif of crossed "keys." Within the frieze
area are filigreed cast iron vent covers. The building is topped in a box cor-
nice with dentils below and ogee mold above. The first story has stylized stone
capitaled pilasters, and a single metal column marking the northwest corner.

The structure is finished in yellow-brown cinder brick.

‘Storefronts have ‘been removed and infilled with sheet métal.” Below the three-
part opening centered in the second story was a balcony.

A variety of colored ceramic tile patterns cover the floor on the first story.
Other floors are wood. Walls are plaster. On the second floor is a sitting
room separated from the hallway by Tuscan columns. Doors open from this space
to the now removed balcony.

The current owners plan a restoration which will include replacing the store-
fronts and balcony.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Terminal Hotel is an architecturally significant Neo-Colonial Revival struc-
ture as evidenced by the regularity of its massing. This style represents a
rejection of the broken geometry of Victorian architecture and a return of the
ordered symmetry of the Georgian Colonial period. The detailing, also, alludes
to this earlier period with its dependence upon a classically correct dentiled
cornice, quoined corners and splayed keystone. The stylized columns denote a
more twentieth-century approach to classical design.

The Terminal Hotel was constructed in 1905 as a railroad hotel. It is sited
across Victory Street from the MoPac Depot. In 1906 the original station was
razed and a Second Empire was constructed on its site. This structure was re-
placed in 1920.1 The railroad, first known as the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and
Southern Railway, was well into the twentieth century the main artery for the
distribution of immigrants and freight through the Great Southwest Territory.
The Terminal is the sole survivor of seven (7) hotels which served this depot.
With the decline of rail passenger service, through the advent of the airplane,
this urban hotel lost prestige; until now it stands abandoned.

REDEVELOPMENT

The Terminal, with the help of a HUD insured loan and a possible Historic Pres-
ervation Grant, will be rehabilitated into low and moderate income apartments.

The Capitol Zoning Commission? is working to develop the area by "reinforcing

the transitional character of existing use (light industrial, offices, commercial)
with emphasis on housing potential.™

lMoPac Station added to the National Register 6-17-77, Architecture and Commerce.

2The designated body given authority by Act 267 of 1975, State of Arkansas, to
develop, adopt and administer a Master Plan for the Capitol Zoning District.

3Capitol Zoning District Master Plan, Page I-10.
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Interview with Charles R. Owen, February 9, 1978.
Field trip to structure, February 9, 1978.
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Dear Bill, =

Enclosed is the new nomination for the Terminal Hotel. Please substitute
it for the one now in your office. The UTM is not complete but is with
the old nomination, as are the photoes.

The structure is one of the thirty semi-finalist for the Challenge Grants;
when you have made your evaluation, please notify Bill Brookover, HCRS.

Thank you for all your, time, trouble, and consideration over this
nomination. I will be very interested in your reaction.

.=

Frezil Miller
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Dear Bill,

Enclosed is the new nomination for the Terminal Hotel. Please substitute
it for the one now in your office. The UTM is not complete but is with
the old nomination, as are the photoes.

The structure is one of the thirty semi-finalist for the Challenge Grants;
when you have made your evaluation, please notify Bill Brookover, HCRS.

Thank you for all your, time, trouble, and consideration over this
nomination. I will be very interested in your reaction.

-

Frezil Miller
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
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Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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