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Gy Farmis located of f Nichewaug Road i n Petershamon a town road known
as Gy Drive. A beautiful old stone wall lines the property i n front of
the house along the road. The house is set on a slight rise ina well

| andscaped lawn. The property originally enconpassed 9 acres, 30 of
which remain. The other 60 acres conprise a wildlife sanctuary given to
the Town of Petersham by Corinne Howe Babbitt i n nermory of her husband
Lewis Hall Babbitt, a naturalist.

The two story house with el | was built between 1740 and 1742. Iltis a
gambrel roofed structure with a central stone chimmey and a stone founda-
tion. The original w de shiplap boards on the exterior walls remin, but
were entirely covered with shingles i n about 1880. Sections of the sheathing
were reshingledafter 1926, and i n the process the shiplap was exposed, but
retained. The corner boards are plain.

The facade faces east toward Gy Drive. A sinple wooden door is placed
slightly off center, and is no longer used. e window to the left of the
door and two windows to the right are 12/12 framed by sinple flat archi-
traves. There is a sinple nolded cornice on the overhanging eave. The second
story contains three shed roof dornmers with 88 fenestration.

The south elevation contains the present main entrance in the west end bay.
This entrance i s covered by a shallow ganmbrel roofed porch with openlat tice
work sides. There is a small bay window in the east end bay and a | arge small
paned wi ndow directly to the left of the entry porch. In the second story
there are two symmetrically placed 12/12 wi ndows.

The west, rear elevation has two 88 shed roof dormers above two 12/12 win-
dows and one horizontal window An el linthe north end of the rear eleva-
tion has a plain wooden door, twelve paned casement wi ndows on the first
story and twelve paned square wi ndows on the second story.

A | arge woodshed on the west end of the ell shows a plain w de wooden door
with a 12/12 window directly toitsright, and two 88 w ndows in the second story.

The interior of the main house is typical of the center chimey entry hall floor
plan, with two rooms on both north and south sides. The first floor contains
three fireplaces. The dining roomfireplace retains a brick oven. |n 1846

the stairway fromwhat is now the dining roomwas mnoved to the front
of the house. At that time the second floor consisted of a sinmple loft
around the huge plastered chimey. At a later date, the upstairs was converted
to a four bedroomplan. e bedroomhas a fireplace.

The ell was originally a summer kitchen. | n about 1940 this summwer kitchen was
panelled with wide hurricane boards and was protected by a new floor to insure
warnth and convenience in the newy converted kitchen, bathroom and pantry (once a
part of the original buttery). The second story of the ell has 1 bedroom and
storage space.

Near the house is a deep well and set to the south of the house is a 200 year old
barn. There are two sheds on the property behind the house.
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Between t he house and the barn i sahill which contains an ol dcistern, which
for many years was the only water supply t othe house. Mst of the drixiking
wat er was brought froma spring i nthewoods west of t he house. The cistern

is approximately thirty feet deep, andi s constructedof bricks. | ti s filtered
with sand at t he bottom
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gy Farmi ssignificant as theoldest remaining house i nPetershamand as a
building which housed thesane famly, theNegus family anddescendants,
for 234 years.

The house was built between 1740 and 1742 by W I1iam Negus, who had conet o
Pet ersham during the 1730s. Hi s son Joseph, born i nWorcester i n1742, was
deeded t he house and 96 acres i n 1769.

Joseph was a soldier i ntheRevolutionary War. Hisregiment left Petersham
in April, 1775 en route to canp at Canbridge. H was stationed at General
Washi ngton's Hudson River headquarters and superintended the building of Fort
Clinton at West Point. After theBattle of Bennington, August 1777, he joined
Captain Wng Spooner's GConpany which participated i nthetaking of British
posts on Lake Ceorge i n Septenber 1777. Joseph was conmmissioned Captain by
Governor John Hancock i n 1789 and Maj or by Governor Sanuel Adans i n1794. He
was the father of five daughters and four sons.

Joseph deeded the'farmtohis sonJoel who was a Militia Captain, Justice of
the Peace, Town Clerk, school teacher, land surveyor, appraiser, builder of
hand | oons, designer, decorator, painter, and master of hand lettering.

Joel's eldest daughter, Arathusa Negus, was married toJonas Howe. The couple
lived i nthelJoel Negus hone i ntown. Wen their son Thonas grew up and

marri ed, he nmoved back tohis great-great grandfather Wlliam Negus' property.
Here Thomas' daughter, Elizabeth Arathusa Howe, was born. She inherited her
father's hone and, upon her death i n 1926, willed theproperty tolewi s Hall
Babbitt whose wi dow Corinne Howe Babbitt still lives i nthehouse.
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WASO-166 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THC INTr RIOR OATI:

(Awguir 1971) NATIONAL PARK StKVICE April 14, 1977
TIMt OF CALL Vo,
TELEPHONE REPORT 3:25 wa
I. CALL j TO; [33 TBOM (Name) 2. AOOHESS (Tel.  No. il norded)
Joseph Orfant 617-727-8470

i. SUBJECT, PROJtCT NO.. ETC.

Gy Farm (Negus Hill)

DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

Inquired about origin of preferred name. Charles M Gy lived i n house from

1846 or 1847 until 1926 and i ti sstill known by that narre.

NAME OF PERSON PLACINC/HECEIVINS CALL

N. Rowland



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER

STATE
Date Entered SEP 22 1977
Nane Location

Barton, Clara, Honestead Morth Oford vicinity
Wor cester (ounty

MIford Town Hal |l MIford
Wor cester Qounty

Ga] Farm (Negus Hill) Pet ershaa vicinity

Wor cester Gounty

Al'so Notified

Hon. Edvard M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward W S ooke Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon
Hon. Edward P.  Bol and Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Hon. Joseph D Early Hi storical Gonm ssion

294 \Mdishi ngton Street
Regional Director, North Atlantic Region Boston. Massachusetts 02108

880 M ott 9/27177

INT: 2950-78
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