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Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building, originally located on the north side of Walnut Street 
in Macon, Georgia, between Second and Third Streets, facing South, was 
designed and built by Elam Alexander as the home of Jerry Cowles in 
1830. Following World War IX the building, threatened by down-town 
Macon business expansion, was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Sams, 
was carefully dismantled with each piece numbered and was rebuilt and 
restored under direction of Architect W. Elliott Dunwody, Jr. on a 
spacious suburban site, approximately six miles northwest of its 
original site at 1*569 Rivoli Drive as their residence. 

e^r,,K- ,-T" '
A perfect sxampleujif the Greek Revival pottage, the building is 

one story with attic. Exterior walls of stuccoed brick and interior 
walls frame and plaster. Original roof was standing seaa metal, but 
an asphalt shingle roof was used when the building was restored. 
Floors are wood. Ridge roof with stepped parapeted gable ends on 
main center section rising above the roof and forming a curtain be­ 
tween two chimneys on each side. One story portico with four Ionic, 
columns, evenly spaced, and with a fan-lighted entrance door. Ornate 
moldings in entablature of portico and main building. Four win&ws 
of^facade are inset with plain pilasters between windows similar to 
Romanesque pilasters or buttresses. From the portico entrance a wide 
hallway with its central arch extends with two rooms opening on either 
side. The enclosed stairway starts from the rear of the hallway and 
rises forward to the attic rooms.

A ving on West side was added in 1885 and a wing was added on 
East side during restoration to provide modern conveniences and to 
give additional living space, as well as wing at the rear. Though / 
a cottage, it is spacious and has elaborate molded cornices and 
ceiling centerpieces, carved woodwork and mantels with gold-leaf 
medallions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

In November, 1830, Jerry Cowles from New York, built for himself, his 
young wife and their baby a charging Greek revival stucco cottage on a \ 
acre lot on Walnut Street with lawns extending all the way to the Ocmulgee 
River. This cottage, a gem of architecture, was undoubtedly designed by 
Elan Alexander who also designed Cowles 1 later home, "Overlook," the 
Holt-Peeler-Snow House, the Raines-Miller-Camichaal House, and the origi­ 
nal Wesleyan Female College building. It was in this cottage that the 
Cowles family lived till their mansion on Coleman Rill ("Overlook«-

Bond Street) was completed.
Jerry Cowles made the largest contribution of any man in Georgia to 

Wesleyan Female College, and it was he who was responsible for the college 
being situated on "Encampment Hill. 11 That area is now known as •College 
Hill", and is the prime historic zone of residential Macon.

Cowles was well known in banfciag also, and made such an outstanding 
contribution to the building of railroads in Georgia that he was { called 
the "irrepressible Railroad Man;bf the Age."

* Following World War II when the cottage was threatened by Macon 
business expansion, Mr. Alfred Sams rescued it with the idea of re­ 
moving it to a spacious spot. Mr. and Mrs. Sams talked! with the latter's 
architect uncle, Elliott Dttnwocty, and under his supervision the old house 
was carefully dismantled, each piece numbered, and all put together again 
on its present suburban site.

Considered by leading architects to be a perfect example of the 
Greek Revival cottage, it has been widely copied.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° °

SE ° '" -•":.'. o •

sw ° • • °

. LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
' DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
> OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Miautes Seconds Degrees M mutes Seconds
32 o 52 , 9 - 83 o fe. 19-
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• • •- • • ^ • ' • -c/o Macon Coliseum ' .ao ;n^

CITV OR TOWN: • '

Macon

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0" State Q Local Q

v)/} A f / ( / rr Name /f[,CL^jL^l ^— ̂ 7 JUCl t/%*-4 ^^•d^t/Z^f/ 7 / //
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April 19, 1971
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I^herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

JUfj 2 i * *97/
. Date

ATTEST: 

U^f^^A^^^
Keeper of TWe National Register 

Date ^ £7 1971
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

GEORGIA
COUNTY

t
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ENTRY NUMBER

'S/6,/3. 00/'7 £
DATE

/6vy4-/

COMMON: Home of Alfred Sams
AND/OR HISTORIC: Jerry Cowles Cottage

STREET AND NUM BER:

h$69 Rivoli Drive
CITY OR TOWN:

Macon
STATE: CODE COUI>

Georgia n aft
W\\ 13- >\ 

&::". ^^/f\

CODE

091

SOURCE: x ^fvPfJ ^«'JVV

General Highway Map of Bibb County, Ga. by siate^ttLehway 4»D ! t. of Georgia
SCALE: l« * 1 mile .-, r 'I ^i
DATE: 1965 /?,^0^, ^ j

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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