iTATF:
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR l

(Re 6-72) * NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M assachusetts
COUNTY-
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Essex

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

LNTRY DATE
(Type nil en?r;es  comph'lv ;ipplichil)lc sections)

1. NAME
C OMMON :

"The Spirit of '76" painting
"The Spirit of '76" painting
2. LOCATION
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\A. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWN ER'S N AME:

Town of Marblehead

STREET AND NUIMNIBER:

Abbot Hall, Washington SgnnrR

CITY OR TOWN: STATFr

Mahleheed RN assachusdtts 025
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEtIjS.ETC;

N/A

STREET AND NUMEIER:

CITY OR TOWN: CODE

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SUFAVEY:

Inxentory ol Jiiaoric AssetSOF the Commonwedth

DATE OF SURVEY: jAQAg (| Federal IX] State County [ 1 Local
DEROStTORY FOR SURVEY F<ECOROS:
Massnphiisffts Historical Commission
STREET ANLJ fJUMUt R:
CITY OK TOWN; STATE; CODE

Boston Massachusetts
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|7 DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent I | Good I 1 Fair 1 Deteriorated Ruins 17 Unexposed
CONDITION (Chri k One) (Check One)
CJI Altered \}i Unaltered sjinyn I I Moved ri Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il knmvn) r;>HYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The Spirit of '76" by Archibald M. Willard hangs in Marblehead's Abbot Hall,
center of town government. It is oil on canvas, measures eight feet by ten feet,
and is enclosed inaVictorian gold leaf frame. As it has been recently cleaned,
the painting's colors are clear and bright without being harsh, and the nuances of
color and shading have reemerged.

The composition consists of three generations of revolutionaries --a youth,
and adult, and an old man - marching with drums and fife, in front of an American
flag. Beyond the flag are cheering troops and in the extreme foreground, nearly
lost in shadows, adying man is saluting the flag. To quote from James F. Ryder,
Willard's art dealer: "The idea of the artist in painting the picture was to concentrate
all the determination and enthusiasm possible in afew figures ,, . The three chief
figures meet all the requirements of the situation .. . Over them lower the clouds of
smoke from a battlefield ,. , behind them a few brave Continentals struggle up the
hill, while by the side of a dismantled cannon lies a wounded soldier who raises
himself on his elbow to give a last cheer to the stirring strains of Yankee Doodle, . .
The entire group is conceived with fervid sympathy ,,, the work was an inspiration,’'
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e. SIGNIFICANCE

itarton

PERIOD (Check One, or More as Appropriate)
Q Pre-Columbion O 16th Century . 18th Century L ] 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century ~1 19lh Century
SPECIFIC DATEISI (H Applicable nnd Known) 1875
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (ChccJtOneorMoreas Appropriate)
Abor iginal Educati on . Political [l Urban Planning
[ [ Prehistoric . Engineer! ng . Religion-Phi- «1 Other fSpeci'fv)
Historic ° 1ndus try losophy
Q Agriculture . Inventi on n Science
1 | Architecture . Landscape n Sculpture
B Art Archi tecture . sS0CIO I/Humon-
1 1 Commerce . Literature
[

1 Communications Military . T heater

j 1 Conservotion . Music n Transportation

STATEt"ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"The Spirit of'76" was, in General John Pershing's opinion, "the most
inspirational patriotic picture ever painted". It also catapulted its creator,
Archibald Willard, a painter of cartoons and wagons, into national prominence
as a serious painter. Willard'sfirst version of the "Spirit of '76" was comic in
tone and entitled "Yankee Doodle". At the suggestion of James Ryder, a Cleveland
photographer, Willard revised the painting, turning it into a serious, patriotic
statement on the Revolution, Based on this oil study, approximately 25 by 19
inches, Ryder produced thousands of chromolithographs which were sold at the
1876 Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, The popularity of these chromos
convinced Willard to produce a larger painting on this theme to be displayed at
the Centennial, After the closing of the Centennial, the painting went on national
display and has been exhibited in Marblehead since 1880 when John Devereux
gave the painting to the town. Devereux, a Marblehead native, had purchased
the painting from the artist, who in turn supervised the hanging of the painting.
The general's son had posed for the figure of the drummer boy in the painting.

As Willard painted several variations o™the "Spirit of '76", there has been
considerable confusion as to which painting-"exhibited at the Centennial and which
city has the honor of owningthat painting. The June 1973 issue of the Ohio
Historical Society's Echoes states that the original is at Western Reserve
Historical Society in Cleveland and that "Marblehead, Mass., which has long
claimed to have the original, actually has a later painting," However, strong
evidence exists contradicting the Echoe s'views, Ryder's 1895 articlein
New England Magazine stated that after the painting exhibited at the Centennial
went on a national tour, "itfound a permanent home in Abbot Hall at Marblehead",
Having a copyright on the original, guaranteeing him of the only right to sell
photograpliic reproductions, Ryder had a vested interest in knowingthe where-
abouts of the original, A November 28, 1911 article in Cleveland's Plain Dealer
stated "The [Cleveland] City Hall Commission was enpowered by council last
night to enter into a contract with artist A.M, Willard for painting a reproduction
of his famous "Spirit of '76" , In 1941, the Cleveland Press stated that the
original painting was in Marblehead and that it was "given to the town by the late
General Devereux, who bought it from the artist because his son, the late Harry
K, Devereux, was the original model for the drummer boy".

(cont.)
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8. (cont.)

As Marblehead citizens played a significant role in the activities leading up to and
during the Revolution, including ferrying Washington and his troops across the
Delaware for the successful attack at Trenton, it is fitting that the painting is town-
owned and displayed in Marblehead's Abbot Hall,

As this country prepares for the Bicentennial, it becomes more aware of the vast
number of links to the past that have been destroyed. Hence this painting, done in
1876 to commemorate the deeds of 1776, has new significance for 1976.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Official Town Records
Letters from General J. 11. Devereux (1880) and James F, Ryder (1898)

Article by James F. Ryder in New England Magazine (Dec. 1895) entitled

"The Painter of Yankee Doodle"
Obituary of WiUard, Cleveland, 1918
Excerpts from Cleveland newspaper articles on Willard
Excerpt from Ohio Historical and Archeological Society
Devereux, Henry K. "The Spirit of '76" (1926)
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"The Spirit of '76"
2. LOCATION

M assachusetts
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COUNTY TOWN
Essex M arbl ehead

Abbot Hall, Washinston Square
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\7. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent . Good Fair | 1 Deteriorated . Ruins f~I Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
Altered S Unaltered n Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ilknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Abbot Hall was constructed i n1875 as a town hall, library and auditorium
Situated on a hill above Marblehead, i tdomnates theview of thetown as seer
from theharbor. | ti slocated on Washington Square, theancient town comon
which i s now grassed over and surrounded by a dense residential area of 18th
and 19t hc. houses.

Abbot Hall i sa 3-story redbrick building with a 5-story bell and clock towel
in thenorthwest corner. The roof an” tower treatment are ChateAuesque while
the wall treatment i sRomanesque. The main roof i sa hip-ended gambrel that
intersects with thetaller and steeper hi proofs of theprojecting east and

west pavillions. A stepped-out brick cornice surrounds theentire building
and tower. The verticality of thestructure, emphasized by thetower and stedp
pavillion roofs, i sbalanced by numerous stringcourses. These bands of granite,

brick, zipperedbrick and blackened brick surround theentire structure at four
levels: 2/3 theheight of thefirst floor windows, thebase and topof the
second floor windows, and t he base of thecornice. A granite watertable encii- m
cles thebuilding below thefirst floor windows. The roof i sgrey slate with

a horizontal band of red. Al | hi proof peaks and gables are toppe’). by knob oi
cross finials, but gilded cresting and finials have disappeared.

The basic structure i srectangular with projecting pavillions and/or entrance-
ways on all but the south elevation. The main entrance i slocated i nthe cen-
tral hip-roofed pavillion on thewest facade. Broad granite steps lead upto
two sets of panelled chestnut doors contained i na |arge Romanesque arch. ”
The arch i sdivided into four sections. I nthebottomhalf, thetwo sets of cz
doors are separated by a square brick colum topped by a carved granite capi- n
tal. In t heupper half, this brick colum becomes t he pedestal for a polished

granite colonette that i stopped by a capital and carved freestone quatrefoil

The colonette separates two quarter-round geometri”Slly patterned stained

gl ass windows. The upper and |lower sections of thearch aredivided by a 0
carved freestone band. The arch i stopped by voussoirs of granite, brick and Y4
blackened brick. Above i ti sa grouping of three tall arched stained glass

wi ndows which light theupper landing of thegrand staircase. Above these

wi ndows i s a steeply hipped pavillion roof with a small triangular dormer and

a Gothic gable containing a keystoned ocul us.

O thenorth corner of the facade i sthefive-story clock tower. The first
floor shows a large segmental arched wi ndow, but above this, theverticality c
the tower i senphasized by small and narrow fenestration. The fourth story
contains thebelfry which has |ouvered arches with with brick and granite
voussoirs on all four sides. This story i sfurther highlighted by two narrow
wi ndows and a clockface contained i na marble diamond. Surrounding the upper
half of thedianond i sa checkered pattern of granite and bri.ck. The tower i s
capped by a tall and steep hi proof with four small Stick Style gable dormers
and a gilded banner weathervane.

The southwest end of the facade has one tall arched wi ndow on t he second flooi

and a smaller arched window on thefirst floor. Around thecorner, the gambrel

roofed south facade i s 10 bays long with shallow 2-bay end projections formed

by t heeast and west hipped ends. Al | windows have voussoirs of brick and

granite. First floor end bays have segmental arcVtes; theother wi ndows have
contr' 3"
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7. DESCRIPTION

rounded arches. Second floor wi ndows have rounded arches and are horizontally
divided by a granite band. Small triangular dormers project fromthe gambrel
roof and t hebuilding's one chimey rises from t he southwest corner.

The east elevation i smuch like t hewest. I t i s6 bays wide with a projecting
4-bay central pavillion. This pavillion i ssurmunted by a steep hi proof with

a Gothic gable and oculus and two Stick Style gable dormers. A hi proof entrancje
portico projects fromthepavillion with a stepped-out brick cornice and an

arcfeed entranceway with voussoirs of brick and granite. Granite steps |ead up
under t heporch tolarge chestnut double doors. n either side of the portico

is a narrow window with a granite shaped lintel. A patchwork of carved freestorje
lies between theportico roof and t hegroup of four arched wi ndows. On either
side of thepavillion i san arched wi ndow, with voussoirs, onthefirst and

second floors.

The north elevation i s 10 bays wi de withyhe\j--bay tower projecting fromits
western corner. |tswndows aresimilar tothose on thesouth side. All are
arched with voussoirs; thesecond floor bays aretaller than thefirst floor
bays and arehorizontally divided by a granite band. A 1-story brick and granitje
Gothic entrance portico projects slightly fromthecenter of theelevation. | t
contains a granite arch and i sflanked by buttresses. "ABBOTI HALL" i s carved
into thegranite voussoirs of thearch and i stopped by a carved "1876" free-
stone diamond. This portico also contains granite steps leading up toa pair

of large chestnut doors. Small triangular dormers project from the roof.

The building i sentered fromthewest, under thegrand staircase which |eads up
to the2nd floor auditoriumand the 3rdfloor auditoriumgallery. The stairway

has t henost elaborate woodwork i nthebuilding. There i san axial hall |eadinc
from t he west entrance totheeast with an octagonal area connecting thenorth
entrance hall. I nthenortheast corner of thefirst floor, the selectmen's

room formerly thelibrary, has high ceilings with ornamental plasterwork. The
walls arewainscotted with decorative beaded boarding.

The "Spirit of '76",c.1875, by Archibald MW IIlard, hangs i nthis same room | t

is oilon canvas, measures 8 xI O, and i senclosed i na Victorian gold leaf frarie.
As i t has been recently cleaned, thepainting' scolors areclear and bright wit! ¢«
out being harsh, and t he nuances of color and shading have reemerged. The conp-
osition consists of theee generations of revolutionaries- a youth, an adult,

and an ol d man, marching i nfrom of an American flag with druns and fife.

Beyond t he flag are cheering troops and i ntheextreme foreground, nearly lost

in shadows, a dying man saluting the flag.
1
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j6. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century . 18th Century : 20th Century
ISth Century . 17th Century g 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIsl (Il Applicable and Known) 18 /b and 18/6
AREAS OF  SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal Q Education A Political I I Urban Planning
[ | Prehistoric \ | Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other (-Specify)
Historic I I Industry losophy
1 1 Agriculture I I lInvention Science
JIC-1 Architecture I | Landscape | 1 Sculpture
[3 Art Architecture [ | Social/Human-
i 1 Commerce I 1 Literature itarian
[ I Communications Military . Theater
I I Conservation Music Q Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Abbot Hall i sarchitecturally significant as a handsone and intriguing exanp!Le

of enMtectic High Victoriana i na town whose structures areprimarily 18th
and | ~h c. Abbot Hall was built i n1876, during a period of great national
and local pride. Benjam n Abbot, a wealthy Boston cooper, left nmoney i n his
will for theerection of abuilding for theuse of theinhabitants because
Mar bl ehead was hi sbirthplace. The bequest was nmade and t hebuilding designed
during a period of great commercial devel opment involving t he shoe industry.
The architects,Fuller and Lprd of Boston, seemt obe unknown except for this
building, butitwas judged t obe a great success at thetime of its construcj:-
tion. Thirty five years later,Robert Sloan Peabody of Peabody and Stearns
wrote i nan essay entitled By t he Sea:
"Sailing about our harbor i snever tiresome. |t i sthenonst picturesque
one on our coast. The town i sol dand t he houses rise above t he wharves
in straggling masses. But theharbor's unique beauty i smainly due t o the
red towered building that tops theclosely built town. Though a simple
structure, iti ssowell placed that it commands and dom antes the hill
and dignifies every view "
The building was designed t oserve thepeople of Marblehead and continues to
fill this purpose.

Abbot Hall also contains thepainting,"The Spirit of '76", which i s permanent-
ly mounted i ntheselectmen's room and which has great symbolic importancetc
the people of this country. "The Spirit of '76" was, i nGen.John Perslhing's
opinion, "the most inspirational patriotic painting ever painted". It also
catapulted its painter, Archibald W llard, a painter of cartoons and wagons,
into national prom nence as a serious painter. WIllard's first version of
"The Spirit of "76" was comc i ntone and entitled "Yankee Doodle". Atthe
suggestion of Janes Ryder, a Cleveland photographer, W llard revised the worl?j,
turning i tinto a serious patriotic statement on t heRevolution. Based on
this oil study, 25"x19", Ryder produced thousands of chromoliths which were
sold at the 1876 Centennial Exposition i nPhiladelphia. The popularity of
these chromos convinced Willard t oproduce a larger painting on this theme,

to be displayed at the Centennial. After theclosing of theCentennial, the
painting went on national display, and has been exhibited i nMarblehead since
1880 when John Devereaux purchased i t and.gave i ttothetown. Devereaux's
son had posed for thedrumrer boy i nt he painting.

cont'd



9. MAJAR Bl BLI OGRAPHICAL  REFERENCES

1. Peabody, Robert P., An Architect's Sketch Book, Boston, 1912.
2. Roads, Samuel Jr., The History andTraditions of Marbl ehead, Boston, 1880.
3. Ryder, Janmes F., "The Painter of Yankee Doodl e", New England Magazi ne, Dec.
4. Letters from Gen.J.H. Devereaux, 1880, and Janes F. Ryder, 1898.
5.0fficial Town Records
6.Obituary of Willard, Cleveland, 1918.
7. Devereux, Henry, "The Spirit of '76",1926.
8. Lord,Priscilla andVirginia Gamage, Mar bl ehead, Mar bl ehead, 1972.
10. CECERAPH CAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES r LATITUDE AND LONGI® jDE COORDINATES
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For Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director, ByMindy Arbn, w.P.-RHit-nr
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Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion in/16/73
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617-727-8470 e M assachusetts 02108 025
Boston

112. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFFCAHON

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
fAvaluated according tothe c-iteria and procedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. The recommended

National Register.

IeveI Of Significance OfthIS nomination iS' Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Rational « State Local .
2 Jbhft' F. X. Davoren ATTEST:
of t he Commpnweal th
an, Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssi on <:g<t™», “jKeepet ol The National Register
Date Tyt 'y

Date

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
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8. SI GN FI CANCE

As Wllard painted several variations of the"Spirit of '76", there has been
consi derabl e confusion as t owhich painting was exhibited at t he Centennial and
which city has t hehonor of owning that painting. The June 1973 issue of the
Ohio Historical Society's Echoes states that theoriginal i sat Western Reserve
Historical Society i nCleveland and that " Marbl ehead, Mass., which has |ong
claimed t ohave theoriginal, actually has a later painting." However, strong
evidence exists tothecontrary. Ryder's 1895 article in New England Magazi ne
stated that after thepainting exhibited at theCentennial went on a national
tour,"it found a permanent horme i nAbbot Hall at Marblehead". Having a copyrigh|t
on theoriginal, guaranteeing himof theonly right tosell photographic repro
ductions, Ryder had a vested interest i nknowi ng t hewhereabouts of the original
A 1i3Vv.28,1911 article i nCleveland' s Plain Dealerstated that," The Clevel and
City Hall Conmission was enpowered by council last night toenter into a contracjt
with AMW Ilard for painting a reproduction of his famous "Spirit of '76".

In 1941t heCleveland Press stated that theoriginal painting was i nMarbl ehead
and that it was"given tothetown by thelate Gen. Devereaux, who bought it from
the artist because his son was theoriginal nmodel for thedrummer boy.

As Marbl ehead citizens played a significant role i ntheactivities leading up
to and during theRevolution, including theferrying of Washington and his
troops across theDelaware for theattack on Trenton, i ti sfitting that the
painting i stown-owned and displayed i n Marbl ehead' s Abbot Hall.

GPO 921 -7 24
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October 18,1973

National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N, W. OCT 2 97/gm
Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention™ Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry:
Enclosed are the National Register nominationsfor:

Essex County, Marblehead, "The Spirit of '76".
Norfolk County, Stoughton, Stoughton Railroad Station

They have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of

the Commonwealth, John F, X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R. Amadon
State Survey Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission
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Hon. John F. Davoren , .o »
Secretary of t he Coormbhwaal th
Chai rman, Massachusetts Historical
Cofflaissioti .. o soterle: o
40 Beacon Street " A
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear M. Davoren:

V& arereturning your nomnation for "The Spirit of *76" painting
because | t does not appear tonmeet thecriteria forlisting i nthe
National Register.

As you know, the primary value of National Register designationi s
the protection it affords a property. As a ntuseura object, "The
Spirit of "76" painting i sa portableobject which could probably

be easily laoved, i f necessary, without damgl ng the painting. Per-
haps, i fit appears toqualify, youmght consider nom nating Abbott
kI;Ial | and mentioning i nthenomnation that the painting hangs i n t he
ui I ding.

V& will be happy t odiscuss this with youor toreview anomnationfor
Abbott Hall.

AL - sincerely yours,

h

WlliamJ. Mirtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Encl osur es

cc:
Director, North Atlantic Region
D - Reading File

DI
PR - Ms. Mtt
CShul | zI nw 1-22-74 .

BAS CFILE RETAND | NFR



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE INSSACXNJSETTS
Date Entered SEP6  m
Name L ocation
Adaiaa Academy Qulincy
Norfolk County
Abbot liall Itarblchead

Parson-Barnard House

Wayland Conter Historic
District

Tha Gov, lielllnshani-Cary House

Spof f or d- Bar nes House

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy
Hon. EtlvarU 1J. LrootUi
Eon. Jainca A. Burke
Kon. llic'nacl J. Harrington
lloa. rel>at F. Driitan
Hon. Torbert U. llacDonald

F.ssex County

North /jiuover
Essex County

li?ayland
Iliddlesex County

Caelsea
Suffol k County

Boxf or d
EasGx County

State ElIGtorlc Preservation Officer

Hon. John F. X. Er-vorca

Secretary of the Cor::.onwGalth

Chairman, llasaachusctts Historical
Cocsalasion

40 Beacon Street

Boston, Ilascachusette 021C8

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region

PR MMadt

9/10/74
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30 March 1976

M. Robert B. Rettig

Acting Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

US Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Bob:

In reference t oyour letter of March 25th in which youenclosed anexcerpt of
the "Federal Register," the Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion wishes t o point
out a fewerrors inthe Massachusetts listing.

The following archeological sites were returned t oour office by OP.  (BR STQL
QANTY) Bear Snanp Sites, Nippenickett Site, (DKES GANIY) Howl and No. 1 Site,
Peterson Site, Honblower | | Site, CunninghamSite, Vincent Site, (PLYMOJIH GONTY)
Titicut Site, Fort Hill Site, Conant's Hill Site.

The Robinson House in Wlliamstown wasreturned t ouson8/5/75. The"Spirit of
[, "76"painting i n Marbl ehead was returned 2/22/74, then resubmtted as Abbot Hall
and accepted 9/6/74. TheBartlett Mall Historic District in Newburyport was
returned 10/17/75 and has been resubmtted asthe Superior Courthouse and Bartlett
2 ¢ Mall. TheTurner's Falls Site inGill wasreturned and later accepted as the
Riverside Archeological District on7/18/75. The West Springfield Gonmon Historic
Ao District was returned 8/28/ 74 and resubmitted and accepted as the single nom nation,
the Day House. The United Church of Christ (Congregational) was returned 12/ 30/ 74
LM and will beresubmtted later. The John F. Kennedy National Historic Site isa
National Historic Site andwe are not sure why i t appears under properties being
n considered for the Register. Likewise, the Fruitlands Miseumin Harvard isa
A" National Historic Landmark. The Boston Harbor nom nation was also returnedt o
us and may be submitted at a later date.

Thank you for calling t oour attention these listings in the"Federal Register."
Sincerely yours,

Judy Derobbs

National Register Editor

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

/i dd






