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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 6500 sq. ft. house is raised above the street level
and reached by scissor stairs; where the stair divides was once
a decorative concrete planter box. The facade is composed of
two planar walls, wood framed and covered with stucco, between
which is the stair to the living room level; above the entrance
opening and between the planar walls are two protruding chevron
shaped masses formed of textured concrete block set at differen
depths; these form a rail and a hood for the recessed balcony
off the living room,

The house rests on an almost level pad and the plan is a rec-
tangular doughnut around a large central court (22*' x 68°');
rooms lead directly or through a glazed hall into the court,
with two steps down to the change of level, Originally there
was a 32' long pool in the court with two pylons built up of
textured concrete block to form a water organ (water fell into
different depth pipes to produce a series of sounds). Pool and
pylons have been removed, also colored stones in the recesses
of the textured block on the court.

Aside from these changes, others are in the nature of repairs,
cosmetic rather than structural. Various ornamentation has
been removed, but the major rooms are essentially as built.

The 1living room and library are across the front facade (S)
and east; a studio extends across the west end; bedrooms fill
in the north side of the hollow rectangle and dining room,
Kitchen, service, porch and servants' bedrooms are on the
south,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A work of art unique in its combining of planar surfaces
with dense ornamentation; the separation of sheer wall
from ornament is reminiscent of the Mexican Plateresque perj
in which ornament was concentrated at the portal. Although
Lloyd Wright, the architect, worked later with his father
on the construction of textile block houses, his own work
in this medium is highly petsonal; it relates more to the
buildings of the German Expressionists, particularly Hans
Poelzig, whose ornament was particularly dense,

His direct influences are his father, Frank Lloyd Wright
and Irv1ng Glll, in whose office he worked; Gill's sheer
walls without projections can be clearly seen in the facade
of the Sowden house and Lloyd Wright's own house; the free-
dom - of the plan is indebted to his father and the presence
ornament,relates to Frank Lloyd Wright's period 1916-1926,
This does not account for the unusual combination of rich-
ness and chasteness, which have produced an almost unclass-
ifiable and highiy original design.
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