
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

COUNTY:

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

ff> 7. ft fa, OO 4 Z 7//V/7/
lliillilililllilP

COMMON:

JOHN SOWDEN HOUSE
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

5121 Franklin Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Los Angeles
STATE CODE COUNTY:

California 9002/ - oS"" L°s

CATEGORY OWNERSH.P 
(Check One)

CD District O Building CD Public Public Acquisition: 

n Site Q Structure CS Private CD In Process 

Q Object CD Both D Bein 9 Considereo

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CD Agricultural [ | Government | | Park 

CD Commercial CD Industrial £} Private Residence 

CD Educational 1 1 Military Q Religious 

CD Entertainment CD Museum [ | Scientific

ill
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CONDITION
D Excellent [

S Altered

Xj Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

[~1 Deteriorated

(Check One) 

Q Unaltered (
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I] Moved

ins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

g$. Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 6500 sq. ft. house is raised above the street level 
and reached by scissor stairs; where the stair divides was 
a decorative concrete planter box. The facade is composed of 
two planar walls, wood framed and covered with stucco, between 
which is the stair to the living room level; above the entrance 
opening and between the planar walls are two protruding chevron 
shaped masses formed of textured concrete block set at different 
depths; these form a rail and a hood for the recessed balcony 
off the living room.

The house rests on an almost level pad and the plan is a rec­ 
tangular doughnut around a large central court (22* x 68*); 
rooms lead directly or through a glazed hall into the court, 
with two steps down to the change of level. Originally there 
was a 32* long pool in the court with two pylons built up of 
textured concrete block to form a water organ (water fell into 
different depth pipes to produce a series of sounds). Pool and 
pylons have been removed, also colored stones in the recesses 
of the textured block on the court.

Aside from these changes, others are in the nature of repairs, 
cosmetic rather than structural. Various ornamentation has 
been removed, but the major rooms are essentially as built.

The living room and library are across the front facade (S) 
and east; a studio extends across the ;west end; bedrooms fill 
in the north side of 1:he hollow rectangle and dining room, 
kitchen, service, porch and servants' bedrooms are on the 
south.
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PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

Q 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) ) 9
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal I I Education [ | Political

n Engineering Q Religion/Phi-

Q Industry losophy

Q Invention Q Science

Q Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Social/Human-

D Literature itarian

Q Military Q Theater

I I Music | | Transportation

I | Prehistoric

O Historic

[ | Agriculture

^f] Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

| | Communications

[ | Conservation

I| Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)

;TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A work of art unique in its combining of planar surfaces 
with dense ornamentation; the separation of sheer wall 
from ornament is reminiscent of the Mexican Plateresque per 
in which ornament was concentrated at the portal. Although 
Lloyd Wright, the architect, worked later with his father 
on the construction of textile block houses, his own work 
in this medium is highly petsonal; it relates more to the 
buildings of the German Expressionists, particularly Hans 
Poelzig, whose ornament was particularly dense.

His direct influences are his father, Frank Lloyd Wright 
and IrvingJjill, in whose office he worked; Gill*s sheer 
walls wiiKout projections can be clearly seen in the facade 
of the Sowden house and Lloyd Wright*s own house; the free­ 
dom of the plan is indebted to his father and the presence 
ornament,relates to Frank Lloyd Wright's period 1916-1926. 
This does not account for the unusual combination of rich­ 
ness and chasteness, which have produced an almost unclass- 
ifiable and highly original design.
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E. McCoy, "Lloyd Wright," Arts & Architecture, Los Angeles 
Vol. 83, No. 9, pp. 22-26 

Gebhard- Winter, "Guide to Architecture in Southern California, 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, 1965 

David Gebhard, "Architecture in California: 1868-1968, " Univ. of 
California, Santa Barbara, Cal, 1968, p. 75 

D. Gebhard, "Lloyd Wright," (in preparation) Catalogue for exxhi 
ition, Univ. of California Santa Barbara, Sept. 1970
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

34 ° 06 ' 20 " 118° 18 ' £>o "
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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California 90405 " "06 "

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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SOURCE:
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SCALE: 1" = 2000 feet
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1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 
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