FORM B - BUILDING e 1l Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Fall River, Mass.

Address 200-228 North Main St,

Name First Baptist Church
Present use church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form

Photo number Leyy -
Pre.sent owner First Baptist Church
Description: Bifick church w/wood trim
Date 1850

Source First Baptist Church Pamphlet

Style Gothic Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Josiah Brown N et
in relation to nearest cross streets and ceot
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Red brick (common bond

1 story brick & ston*
Outbuildings (describe) Sunday schl.extensioi

Parish Hse on Pine Si
Other features Extended entrance, central
vestibule w/peaked roof. The"irmer arc!
springing from Romanesque-spired
acanthus-cap ~"

sand 1871 Repairs
Altered yes, blasted Dateenlarged
1924 Interior
Moved Date

Lot'size: 11,138 sqgq. ft.-,

One acre or less X  Over one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

Vestibule @ 3' from sidewalk line
PINE 6. Recorded byP- Giza

Organization F.R.O.H. P.

Date Oct. 14, 1980

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) First Bapti.gh Church
Original use church
A Subsequent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural - X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political i Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanationof t hemes checked above)
This church i sa good example of ecclesiastic use of theearly Gothic Revival
style. Wth Itsregular rectangular plan and square tower, i ti srelated tothee
nearby Unitarian Church; and also, stylistically, toearlier Greek Revival and -
contemporary Italianate examples elsewhere. | tretains al loriginal exterior de-
tail, including wi ndow enframements and stone trim t heextended vestibule, built'
of wood, thenost interesting feature. The spire and corner finials of the tower
were destroyed i n1954 by Hurricane Carol. Though t hebrick has been sandbl asted
Clean, thechurch i swell maintained and i tswod trim i san appropriate stone
color. Itsm d- 19th century constructiondate reflects thepost-1843 migrationo
people from t heceatral village district tooutlying blocks tolive. The church
meets Criteria A & C of t heNational Register of Historic Places.
Parish History: The parish was founded 1 n1781, before theclose' of the American
Revolution by a group of 30 incorporatorsat t hehone of Capt. & Mrs. Jonathan
Brownell. The first pastor was ordained i n May, 1783. The first meeting house was
erected near theNarrows, at thecorner of Pleasant & County Sts."About 1800, by c
change of nanme, i t becane known as Second Baptist Church i nTiverton. About 1823
the society nmoved tothevillage & changed thenane totheFirst Baptist Church’
of Troy, toconform tothename of thetown. Soon therapidly increasing congrega-
tion required new quarters & a new church was built on South Main St. corner of
Charity Lane m 1828. This was later sold t otheEpiscopal Society i n1839. Anothe
church located a little farther south on Main St. was dedicated i n1840. By 1847
this church called theTenple or Baptist Tenple was later transferred to the
Second Baptist Society. Fromthat time until thefirst Sunday i nOct. 1850 t he
church worshipped 1 nUnion Hall. The property of Capt. John N Read at t hecorner
of North Main & Pine Sts. was purchased for a new church i n1850 at a cost of4420C
Josiah Brown was t hearchitect & t hecost of building thestructure was not to
exceed $10,000.00. |t was dedicated on Oct. 23, 1850.Josiah Brown i sone of the

10. Bi bli ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)
earliest documented Fall River architect-builders; he was well-known as a mill
architect. 1 n 1871, extensive repairs were made and t heMeeting House was enlarged
(rear portion extended),

Bi bliography; Atlas of Bristol County 1895-structure shown
1883-structure shown

¥ - 1871-structure shown ,

e "v ' 1858-structure shown ''s

' ‘ . 1850- structure shown



I NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHET Caimmity: A, Form No:

- N-10
MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION Fall River, Ma Lot 4
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name:First Baptist Churc i

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, item 10 con.

First Baptist Church pamphlet by Hattie B. Silvia, Oct. 23, 1950. ,

Fall River Herald News clippings- June 3, 1942, Jan. 22, 1971

Bldng. Permit #364, Oct. 20,1955, lot adjoining 1st Baptist Schl. of Religious
Education, brick 68x93'6", 1 story, concrete foundation, A.H. Leeming & Son,
$75,000.00.

Lindsey, J.H. The Sesqui- Centennial History of the First Baptist Church of Fall

River, Mass. 1781-1931 and church Directory 1932.
A Brief History of the First Baptist Church...Fall River : Robertson, 1872.

ys'

|M ’l.yl
Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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33. Davol School National Register /keeper
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National Register
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Location
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summary paragraph
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altarations/Intagrlty
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8. Significance

e««i»Wmc

swaoMe *mxmm MMw'ArohttMt

ml titwMIc»ii0» (IK <

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. iWajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

AM—B« ml nominaMd proparty .
Ouadingta nam*
UMT na»>ranca»

Varkal >iiHary teaerlptlon mm*iuatifiealian

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Th* avaluatad .Ilgnmcanca ot mis proparty wlitnin ttw .taw It:

national auta local

Mala Hlatorle Praaarvatlon Otficar ilgnatur*

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions  concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504















Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



