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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number L • y y -

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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1. Town F a l l R i v e r , Mass. 

Address 200-228 N o r t h Main S t , 

Name F i r s t B a p t i s t Church 

Present use c h u r c h 

• • • 'tr 

Pre.sent owner F i r s t B a p t i s t Church 

Description: B i f i c k c h u r c h w/wood t r i m 

Date 1850 

Source F i r s t B a p t i s t Church Pamphlet 

Style G o t h i c R e v i v a l 

Architect J o s i a h Brown ^ • i ' . * 

Exterior wall fabric Red b r i c k (common bond 
1 s t o r y b r i c k & ston* 

Outbuildings (describe) Sunday s c h l . e x t e n s i o i 
P a r i s h Hse on P ine Si 

Other features Ex tended e n t r a n c e , c e n t r a l 
v e s t i b u l e w/peaked r o o f . The " i r m e r a rc ! 
s p r i n g i n g f r o m Romanesque-sp i red 
a c a n t h u s - c a p ~" 

sand 1871 R e p a i r s 
Altered y e s , b l a s t e d Dateenlarged 

1924 I n t e r i o r 
Moved Date 

Lot'size: 11 ,138 s q . f t . - , 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

V e s t i b u l e (g 3 ' f r o m s i d e w a l k l i n e 

6. Recorded byP- Giza 

Organization F . R . O . H . P . 

Date O c t . 14 , 1980 

(over) 

.!,, ''-Sisii..' 



7. Original owner (if known) F i r s t Bapti.qh Church 

Original use church 

A Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural -
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political i 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
This church i s a good example of e c c l e s i a s t i c use of the e a r l y Gothic Revival 
s t y l e . With I t s regular r e c t a n g u l a r plan and square tower, i t i s r e l a t e d t o the • 
nearby U n i t a r i a n Church; and a l s o , s t y l i s t i c a l l y , t o e a r l i e r Greek Revival and -
contemporary I t a l i a n a t e examples elsewhere. I t r e t a i n s a l l o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r de­
t a i l , i n c l u d i n g window enframements and stone t r i m ; the extended v e s t i b u l e , b u i l t ' 
o f wood, the most i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e . The s p i r e and corner f i n i a l s of the tower 
were destroyed i n 1954 by Hurricane Carol. Though the b r i c k has been sandblasted 
Clean, the church i s w e l l maintained and i t s wood t r i m i s an appropriate stone 
c o l o r . I t s mid- 19th century c o n s t r u c t i o n date r e f l e c t s the post-1843 m i g r a t i o n o 
people from the c e a t r a l v i l l a g e d i s t r i c t t o o u t l y i n g blocks t o l i v e . The church 
meets C r i t e r i a A & C of the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
Parish H i s t o r y : The p a r i s h was founded i n 1781, before the close'of the American 
Revolution by a group of 30 i n c o r p o r a t o r s at the home of Capt. & Mrs. Jonathan 
Brownell. The f i r s t pastor was ordained i n May, 1783. The f i r s t meeting house was 
erected near the Narrows, a t the corner of Pleasant & County Sts."About 1800, by c 
change of name, i t became known as Second B a p t i s t Church i n Tiverton.About 1823 
the s o c i e t y moved t o the v i l l a g e & changed the name t o the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church' 
of Troy, t o conform t o the name of the town. Soon the r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g congrega­
t i o n r e q u i r e d new quarters & a new church was b u i l t on South Main St. corner of 
C h a r i t y Lane m 1828. This was l a t e r s o l d t o the Episcopal Society i n 1839. Anothe 
church l o c a t e d a l i t t l e f a r t h e r south on Main St. was dedicated i n 1840. By 1847 
t h i s church c a l l e d the Temple or B a p t i s t Temple was l a t e r t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 
Second B a p t i s t Society. From t h a t time u n t i l the f i r s t Sunday i n Oct. 1850 the 
church worshipped i n Union H a l l . The pr o p e r t y of Capt. John N. Read at the corner 
of North Main & Pine Sts. was purchased f o r a new church i n 1850 at a cost of4420C 
Josiah Brown was the a r c h i t e c t & the cost of b u i l d i n g the s t r u c t u r e was not t o 
exceed $10,000.00. I t was dedicated on Oct. 23, 1850.Josiah Brown i s one of the 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

e a r l i e s t documented F a l l River a r c h i t e c t - b u i l d e r s ; he was well-known as a m i l l 
a r c h i t e c t . I n 1871, extensive r e p a i r s were made and the Meeting House was enlarged 
(rear p o r t i o n extended), 

B i b l i o g r a p h y ; A t l a s of B r i s t o l County 1895-structure shown ' 
1883-structure shown * 

,* - 1871-structure shown , ' 
• "v ' 1858-structure shown ' s 

' • ' - • 1850- s t r u c t u r e shown _ ' 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Caimmity: ^, 

F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 

Form No: 
N-10 
Lot 4 

Property Name:First B a p t i s t Churc i 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, i t em 10 con. 

F i r s t B a p t i s t Church pamphlet by H a t t i e B. S i l v i a , Oct . 23, 1950. , 
F a l l River Herald News c l i p p i n g s - June 3, 1942, Jan. 22, 1971 
B l d n g . Permit #364, Oct . 20,1955, l o t a d j o i n i n g 1st B a p t i s t S c h l . o f R e l i g i o u s 
Educa t ion , b r i c k 68x93 '6" , 1 s t o r y , concrete f o u n d a t i o n , A . H . Leeming & Son, 
$75,000.00. 
L indsey , J . H . The Sesqui - Cen tenn ia l H i s t o r y o f the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church o f F a l l 
R i v e r , Mass. 1781-1931 and church D i r e c t o r y 1932. 
A B r i e f H i s t o r y o f the F i r s t B a p t i s t C h u r c h . . . F a l l River : Robertson, 1872. 
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Put NfS am only 
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Multiple Resource Area 
|. , Thematic Group 

NaiTie F a l l River Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
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31. Coughlin School . 

32. Crescent Mill . / '^ 
y' i y 

33. Davol School ... 

•^S3L Keeper 

Enierei I n tEe Attest 
, Hatlonal Re^l^t^r. | ^ e p e r 

* •Bwj. '^'a'Ay^r Attest y Sntered In the 
National Register /keeper 

Date/Signature 

34. Davol, William C. Jr., Housilnterea Tn tHe 
National Register 

35. Downtown F a l l River Hi s t o r i c Dgff^'^jf In t'Eff 
Kational Register-

Attest 

eper 

Attest 

'eeper 

Attest 

/iteeper A ^ J ' } /p<UA-u .^ . /^y^— 

36. Durfee M i l l s 

37. Earle, John M., House 

38. F a l l River Bleachery 

n^m F i r s t Baptist ChurcH? 

40. F l i n t M i l l s 

Sntered Tn t l r f ^ e p e r ^ A ^ 3 A A ^ - ^ - - - - ^ ^ ^ : ) ' - ' ^ ^ 
. Hatlonal Regiate. / ^ ^ 

Attest 
• Sntered Tr. Wis , 

Ifationai Begiate. / Steeper 

Attest 
antered l a tli« / 
iatlonal Seglster yl?eej 

Sriferet \ i . f i e . 
ITatlonal •Eeglst6../E^r 

iiationai Eeglste? 

eeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S £VAUJATiON / RETURN S H E E T 

First Baptist Church (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

retubmUsion 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaai 

Subatantiva Raviaw: aampia raquast 

Working No. YAAAf.^ -AYA 
Fad. Rag. Oaf Y^,7- ^ 
Data Qua- V^3/F3 - ^A/yAAA 
Action: A:^kZZ^'?l2AtAll. 

RETURN 
Entered in the 
national V e i r i ^ t ^ R E J E C T „ 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaai NR dacision 

Raviawar'a commants: 

Racom./Cri tar ia 
R a v l a w r 

Discipllna 
Data 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: .tachnical corractions citad baiow 
.substantlva raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n o r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of Loga l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
eomplatanass 
clarity 
altarations/lntagrlty 
datas 
boundary aalaction 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

•««i»wmc 

•waoMe *mxmm MMw'Aroht tMt 

ml tltwMlc»ii0» ( IK < 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . iWajor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

AM—B« ml nomlnaMd proparty . 

Ouadingta nam* 

UMT na»>ranca» 

Varkal > i i H a r y teaerlptlon mm* iuatifiealian 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* avaluatad .Ignmcanca ot mis proparty wltnin ttw .taw It: 

national auta local 

Mala HIatorle Praaarvatlon Otficar ilgnatur* 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date '. Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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