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Villa liontalvo was carefully sited between two crecks on a slonins ridge
thet allowed a 2000 ft. Horth-South axis of gardens terrinating in garden
structures of erchitectural irportance, with overvieus of the Sznte Clara
Valley at one end ancd the steep wooded nillsides at the other. The 177

acre setting in the foothills of the Coast lange gives complete privacy

for the Villa ond zardens. The irmmediate surroundings are recicential
estates aleony the one-half nile entrance roadway fron the Los Gstogs~-Saratoge
road.

i e tyme
found outside major Italian cities. DBoth the house and the gardens are
fornzl in charscter and deosirned for entertolining. The relationshin
betwveen the house and gardens is very close. The scale of the bullding ic
larze with a syimetrical plan. The najor roong of the house open onto
spacilous terraces and courtyards. An outdoor zarden theatre ie an inpor-
tant feature of the archnitectural coiplex. Villa iontalvo can be regarded
as a typical country house of the 20th century--an oversized version of
the vecation hone we xnow today.

Three original entrance gates lead to an Italian style villa, of th

e houce is  U-shaped with a H0'x104' central block, with wings of 1h'x L8!
N e tTe N Y, . ~
and 3txU3', An extended Serving Wing is 34'x60'. Area of the first floor
0 s i

ig 7,82 y. ft. Covered porehes and Logzias have an ares of 2,380 sg. ft.

The foundations are reinforced concretej basenent walls are concrete with

brick veneer. The unmer walls are 2"x6" wood stud with exteriocr shezthing
m ¥

and stucco. The interior finich is sypswi vlaster. The franing is concrete
on the firet floor wvwith wced frane abeve.

'3

[@]

The centrel roof is hi per tile with a tile gable roof over the Service
Wins. Covered porches have level, built up roofing. Overhansing eaves
tile roofs are open, with emposed rafters =nd sutters. The covered
porches nave clascical cornices =n’ prcjecting lattice.

Three brick chimmeys serve five fireplaces. The entrance has double
carved wood nanel dcors fron Spain. Typical interior dcors are single
penel eucalyptus niatching the wood panelling of the nain roons. Doors
between central living area and flanking rooms are glazed. Lower floor
nos French windows with bronge hardware. All other windows are wood
casenents. The windows are divided by nuntines.

The flooring is parquet oak. Walls and ceiling are plastered throughout,
with boxed wcod beans in firet floor rooms. Cornices are mclded in weod

or plceter. The najor steir ig nonuwrental in design, finished in
eucalyptus. Ite feature is a vpictorial stained glass window at the landing.
The ceconé floor sitiing and sleeping rooms open to balconies and are
entered through a specious gallery with a barrcl vaulted ceiling.
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The lowver court is enclosed by wings of the house. It hae a center narble
fountain and a large bronge wall fountain with ite historical plaque
relating the origin of "Montalve " as a namee. This fountain is flanked
by a pair of nonunental stairs leading to a Garden Court. This unper
court is enclesed by trelliscd colonnades and a pavilion. 3Backing up

to the Garden Court is an amphitheatre accorriodeting 500 peoples; the
cseating follows up the hilleide and ic¢ surrounded by a2 circle of linden
trees that border the natural wooded cloncs above.

The liain House is the central elenent of an overall desirn of buildings
and grounds. 4Acceosory structures include:

Carriage ilouge
A 64" octaponal sarage with center turntable, now a 299 sent theatre.

Guecet House
A rulti-level building with guest apartrents which onen to a
senerously propnorticned studio containing a siall ctase.

Sculpture Studio
A picturesque thatched roof small building.

Two - one rectanguler and one circular, are focal points of zarden
axis. 3oth aore clacsic in style.

Buildings and grounds renain substentially in their original condition

as desi'ned. The sixty year period since it was completed has allowad
for the growth of nany trees and specinine shrubs, so that the barren
hillscoepe is greetly changed. It is naintained as an Arboretun by the
Park and Ilecrection Deparirent of Santa Clara County. Only minor changes
have becen nade in the buildinss and gardens to accormodate thelr use as

a cultural center open to the public. Alterations and additions includes

Swirning pool -~ filled in becauce of the irpossibility of supervision
hee created a garden court of congiderable beauty.

Library - converted Lo art gallery.

ECreened porch, sast side - replaced with glassy no architectural chance.
Second floor and Guest IOuse - converted to apartnente for residente.

§

Front terrace and baseient - new waterproofed concrete and brick navenent
and repailr of structure below.

-+

Hew stepszs on Iwst end of terrace - conforning Lo architectural detail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Villa Montalvo, conceived by the late Senator Janes D. Phelan with executior
by Williem Curlett and Cherles L. Gottschalk of San f'rencisco. It was
designed prinarily for the larze scale entertaining of his friends and
visitors. He was Mayor of Sen Francisco when it was bullt, and he
entertained nany international figures, particularly thosze who care to

San Francisco in 1915 for the Ponana-Pacific Exposition.

It is one of the few re aining "~“qbd“ houces of the early part of the
century in California. It has rerainec¢ intact with buildings naintained

in pgocd conditicn and with only ninor modifications. Its architectural
SJ.L,nli‘lc'zncn lies in ite cown?etebrconcelved angd executed 1nterratlon '

of buildings &hd grounds ih a hgrnonlgﬁ des1gn that relates naturally to .
the beauty of the surrcunding landscape. Its 177 acres nrovide & conpletel
protected enviromient of peace and relaxatloa, ideally fulfilling its
purpose of public and private enjoyment of nature and the arts.

It hes had no other owners intervening between its builder and the nresent
Trustees, the liontalvo Ascociation. It igs =sn esiate thot belon~~ to tﬂc
public vlta its grounds open free to the public every afv £ Eé vear i
and the nain buildin: open gix dars a wveelk (1:00 D - 4'0H Delle e%cent
hollgays) It is unll“cjj that such an eﬂtcue wiill ever be bUth’aféini
It will stend as a conmpletely unique land ierx, ovned by the public put
naintained and overatec through encowment and private acnatWOﬂs. A

The house and gzardens were a setting for a larsze colleciion of art
collected by Senator Phelan; an cbelisk marble sphinzes, ﬂﬁr;e;
ornaments, bvenches =nd statuary renain In classic11“”r0”ic %hé
lover floor of the in house is used for three art "1710"1c°'§iL’
nonthly exhibits. The srounds were planned b“ John \cLaren' formal

gar?ems, drapatic tralls to leookout pointes on the hillside o inviting
groves fectuang rare trees and shrubs and desicnaticn as an official
bird senctuary enhance the acreage. ' T

Sénator Phelqg wag a philosopher sné patron of the artsy llontalvo was hone
to the8 2w1m lierizhan Poetry Society in 1925, siteof the "Poesy Oanbiaé"“

tﬂ 1?2 5 from wg*ch hag grown a perpetual poeiry avard in Phelan's nanre,.
eorge Sterling, Gertrude At therton, Ruth Confort iMitchell, Jack Loncon,

deln liarkhern, Fanr e 33
: arkhar, anie Hurst, “e“rf Meade Bland, and Xathlee
friends and gsuests of Pnelan. ’ ' ”le 2 Horrie vere
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

All that certain property situated at 14800 liontalvo Road, Sa ratod“
C*lifornia known as "Villa Hontelvo', concisting of 17‘7 acres rore or

at the end of liontalvo Road, me"o <ir L‘Gel" ont-half nile

less G
\..4, < L
southerly fron itg intercection with Losg atov-warmuom Roade

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

CODE

STATE CODE . COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY chccter 4. Root, FAIA; Past President, Santa
Name/Tme Clara Velley Chapter, Armcrican Inotltutp of &I‘Chluect“
Begun by the lote Chester Root~ corpleted by Jole Crall, New Dirensions

oreanization  Corinltiee, for the lMontalvo Ascociztion — DATE
1% Yovember 1077

STREET & NUMBER ([@Z) TELEPHONE
- 21 Horth Santa Cruz ivenue 351212 25Lk.3161
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Los Gatos Czlifornia ©5030

EJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE_X _ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE /{ 2iey 207 Z',(,[,,,¢ 3

DATE 1/17/78

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer
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Hontalvo wae the country regidence of a forner nayor of San Francisco.
Due to its 60 nile distance frorm San M ancisco it becare the place of
governient for considerable periods of tire. TForeign divlonats cane
during the Panana Pacific International Expositionj Frenklin D, Roose-
velt spoke at the Villaj Willianm Jennings Bryar and Ethel Barriymiore
vere among scores of guests lavishly entertained by Phelan. IThe
guestbook, now in the Bancroft Library at the University of California
containg cartoons, poetry and drawings by celebrities and friends.

The nusical developnent at lontalvo continues under the direction of the
Husic Fegtival Comittee. Yehudi lfenuhin znd Adolph B~ller have
perforned at lontelve and the present Director ic the internstionally
known compocer-conductor George Bareti. lusic education in special
worishops 1g¢ offered. Composers are encouraged to apnly for the
Artist-in-Rssicdence facilities and are given the opportunity to
perforr: fcr the public. Free prograns include recitals and outdoor
concerts by the United States Arny Band. Debuts of original chanber
orchestral works, light opera perfornmances in the armphitheatre and
ballet in the Cérriage House - these are only a sanpling of the varied
nueical offerinss at Montalvo.

James Duval Phelan's contributions as a hunanitarian include this
bequest from his will:

"I would like the property at Saratoga, C,lifornia, known as
Villa lontalvo, to be naintained acs a public park open to the public
under reaconable recstriciions, the buildings and grounds irvediately
surrounding the saite to be used az far as possible for the developrient
of art, literature, rnusic and architecture by pronising studente,"
Hig philanthrophy included University of California scholarships,
generous gilts to the S,n ¢Trancigco Art Association, Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish orphanages, the purchase of a San rrancisco
playground, rnonunents in Golden Gate Park, medical research grante

and the ectablishnent of the Janes D. Phelan Foundation for 'charitable
purpocsesg",

Prograne at lontalvo today include classes in the zts, a resident
treatrical company, three art galleries and fund-raising activities

by nore than 250 volunteers who worlk to carry out the provisions of

Senator Phelante will.



Form No. 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1

U.T.M.

10/586300/4122880
10/586280/L1221,90
10/586200/1,122270
10/586220/1;122060
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10/585530/L4121620
10/585530/4121860
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