FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

/O

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relationto nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

30M5-77

>

Form no.
165-X

In Area no.

Wor cest er
Town

Address 705 Southbridge Street

Name Smith Worcester Branch Library.

Present us2 hrannh library
Ky efa

Present - owner Worcester

. Description:

Source cornerstone

Style e Classical Revival

Architect Henry D, V7hitfield

Exterior wall fabric yellow brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features limestone trim, Tuscan
entry coluims, carved sx*ag panels.
earred vjindox-j frames, slight

parapet

Altered no Date

Moved no Date

, N~ . Assessors' Book 7, P» 3°

Lot size: 25 9,97ij- sq.ft.

Ore acre or less Ove one acre

Approximate frontage 1QQ!

Approximate distance of building from street
20"

Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization """MAN' Heritage Pres, Soc

Date January 1978

OT™M

/I\



7. Original owner (if known) City of Worcester

Original use branch library
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sane

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The South V/orcester Branch Library is a one-storey brick building
on a high basenent. The buildin?'s facade i s symmetrical about a
jecting center pavilion. Thebuilding's entry is approached by two -«
ghts of granite stairswith solid/limestone railings. All exterior
rimis made of dressed |imestone andis derived from avarietyof

| assi cal / Renai ssance sources. Among the building's many fine details
are earred wi ndow frames with noul ded caps, Tuscan colums at the entry,
carved stone panels and a stepped parapet. Along the property's South-
bridge Street frontage is al owgranite curbing.

t
0
i
i
a

Built in 1913, the South w orcester Branch Library was one of three
branch libraries built in Wrcester as the result of a $75*000 gift from
Andrew Carnegie in 1912, Prior t othe construction of these three
branches, access t othe V.'orcester Public Library was |imtedt othe main
l'ibrary on El mStreet (now denolished) and several delivery points.

1908the city's expansion hadcreated nei ghborhoods distant from the
dovntovtti area, resulting in anmvenent to burld branch libraries. As
with the other twolibraries built with Carnegie donation (the Quin-
siganond Branch Library - f 192- A andthe Geendale Branch Library -
Foim 33-") the South V/iorcester Branch Library was built onland donated
by local industrialists, inthis case by Alfred Thomas and Matthew J,
Whittall whose carpet factories were nearby (see Form177-D) It i s
uncl ear howarchitects anddesigns for the newlibraries were selected ,
(there nay have been a competition); however, the strong similarities
of plan andscale anong the three buildings suggest that much of the

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.) bbilding's design hadbeen predeterm nned either by
the city ot by Carnegie, At present the South V/orcester Branch Library
is in excellent, original condition.

City Docunent #58for 1913 Auditor's Report, p, lij.5 (architect)
Nutt, C History of Worcester, vol, I, pp, 779-781 (photo)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



