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The Penobscot Marine Museum has fcjUTjboildijigs, the Sears T< 
Captain Merithew,J^QUjaB,Jp.9[Jp), the Nickels-Colcord, DuncST 
thVT6^er3fue-|toss House (182£), All of these" Buildings 
but show ̂ the effects of time and are suffering from deterij 
not been altered to any great degree and are used for the 
facts. The interiors have not required any great structu 
exception is the Sears Town Hall where the exterior was p 
the entire interior was opened-widely to permit the display 
exTHMjSu ^e~exterior of the Merithew House had the removal 
window and of a stairway and porch to the second floor to

on,

restore its
original configuration. The Nickels-C0lcord-Duncan House is in need of 
extensive foundation construction and roof, wall and chimney reconstruction, 
This Ross House has had foundation work, but needs roof repair and reconstruction 
of the interior of the barn to provide greater display area. Deterioration of 
the porch and sidings necessitate removal which will return the building to 
its earlier appearance. 
A more complete description of the individual buildings reads as follows* Tike m 
Town Hall Building. In the large single room building at the north of the m 
museum group a varietyoof maritime items have been arranged. Pull size boat;5 
as uell as ship models are very much in evidence. On the walls hang ship 
portraits and house flags, while exhibits of ship chandlery, knot work, ship-- 
building tools and ship fittings evoke the maritime past. Here, also, is 
housed the bulk of the Museum's collection of ship's half models, an example 
a method of ship designs now obsolete.
The Captain's House: The old Captain's Home is a sizeable building of red 
brick, two and one half, stories high, with a two story ell and large brick barn 
attached. Exhibited on the ground floor of the Captain's Home are numerous 
objects of nautical craftsmanship as well as many oriental items brought hom<* Hi 
the days of sail by shipmasters and the wives who sometimes accompanied thei:? ~" 
husbands in the China trade. In the back part of the house is displayed an 
outstanding collection of photographs of Searsport sea captains. Also tobbe 
found in the Captain's House is a Chart Room containing over a thousand 
charts, most of them showing in pencil day by day tsacks of vessel passages 
across the major waterways of the world. Represented in this collection is 
every form of chart from the early private issue of 1800 to the famous Briti 
bluebacks. In 19^2 the old barn behind the Captain's House was converted fo 
the exhibition of the whaling collection. Here are models, whaling portrait?, 
examples of scrimshaw, whaling prints, and other whaling memorablia. 
The Yellow House - "The Yellow House" across the street from the Captain's 
House was acquired by the Museum in December, 1960. The sizeable house prov.ded 
several large rooms for temporary exhibitions, an administrative office, a 
Trustee's room as well as quarters for the Executive Director and his family 
The Yellow House also contains a Research Room, in which logbooks, shipping 
registers, ship's account books and other manuscripts have been installed. 
True House - The recently acquired True House has been converted to a museum 
and contains many excellent maritime paintings. The Museum has on display orer 
seventy-five maritime paintings in all.
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The eastern section of the Maine coast, stretching froM^oaWs^tr'to Calaii
and centering around Penobscot Bay, was one of great importance in the hey]
day of New England shipping. Its history reveals in integral part of the
whole maritime activity of the nation in the century that followed the
American Revolution. Its history is that of the rise and fall of Maine
building; it is the tale of innumerable men who left seacoast towns to sail
vessels into ports throughout the world. The scope of activity in the are?
can be measured when one realizes that during the 19th century the Town of
Searsport alone produced 2^0 sailing vessels of substantial size and boasted
more sea captains than any other small town in the United States.
Searsport has produced over 300 sea captains. This is a remarkable feat wHien
one considers that the population of Searsport never went over £,000 and
presently only approximately 2,000.
At the p^aJLJ)JLiiL^JSailing._,era, just after the Civil War, Searsport had e
shipyards in operation.
Even today Searsgort ranks secondonlv to Portland as^a Maine seaport.
twenty ships perliic^¥^oH^fie"liverage anchorTn""Sear'sport f s harbor.
In the town itself are found many stately old sea captain's homes, which
an indication of the great Maine heritage the Town of Searsport enjoys.
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1 Press Herald, September li, 19^9 
X, Penobscot Marine toiseum, The American Neptume. Salem.

^y^> & ^
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGlTUud cj^ Dl N A TE^t? GQ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THE CENTER PoWMoT^ f^OPEJ^T^ 
„ OF LESS THAN T^tg*CflE±IJ -ST^T

CORNER LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW ° 

NE ° 

SE ° 

SW ° '

V« ^>\ *~B| <L Fl*m '
LONGITUDE LATITUDE y'/i^NGTTUDE *-V

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds DeoTeea..'jWrl]y*e5__ Saf6f^~y

O i a 

0 f n 

O i •

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2 {%s£AJl-~»-^/

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES.

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

SSSSSSS^^

NAME AND TITLE:

John W. Briggs, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

Maine State Park & Recreation Commission Wov. 2li. IQ£Q
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CITY OR TOWN:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local Q

/y'Lawrence Stuart 
Title Director
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1. Sear sport Town Hall (1845)i Greek Revival style: This one and one-half 
story gable roof, red bricfe building resting on a granite foundation, employs 
common bond brick work with bond course headers every tenth row. Curtain wall 
effects are provided for by extended granite foundations at the four corners 
set out approximately 3", upon which rise brick formed pilasters of 24" in 
width. These pilasters extend out beyond the curtain wall for about 3 5/8". 
The extended brick across the top of the front and rear sides' curtain walls 
accentuate the girt. The length of the building is 55* and it is 41* in width. 
The height of the brick wall including both the curtain and brick girt exten 
sion from the foundation is 15*. The entablature on the front and rear sides 
is incomplete by classic criteria. It does have a plain flat wood 9 1 archi-

J^d^nice. The frieze is omitted
on the front and rearsides. The entab^V^d^nJtlic^^id gables are complete by 
classic criteria as a plain wood frie*e5zs ^^denceV The height of the 
gable is 10'. The total height of ttfe^uSJdifcg $Pabptp& 25'. All the trim 
work is painted white.

Fenestration: Three doors have 
on the south end are now sealed. The 
which extends out from the main front 
above a granite foundation and is served

nt and two that are 
ted on a brick portico 
. This portico rises 

nite block steps. A low
gable roof covers the portico with the same incomplete entablature above the 
pediment and again in the low gable. This six panel front door is flanked on 
the sides by four lights and seven lights are placed above the top of the door 
frame. The two doors are now sealed on the south end of the building and the 
original steps leading to these doors have been removed. These two south door 
ways are supported by granite lintels and granite stoops. All window apertures 
have granite lintels and sills. The south end of the building has three win 
dows, one 24 light window between the two sealed doors and two 12 light windows 
in the gable. The north end of the building holds two 24 light windows on the 
first story and one 12 light window in the gable. The fro n't side on the west 
has two 24 light windows and the rear or east side has three 24 light windows. 
The roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles.

There can still be found three iron rings inserted in the curtain wall of the 
front side of the building. These were used in earlier times for ties to tethe 
horses. This building is in good condition. ^(See photo enclosures 1 & 2)

2. Captain Merithew House (lo*16). This two and one-half story red brick, 
common bond, gable roof building consists of three joined sections. The main 
house, Section I, is 36* in length and 28* in width. The style is Greek 
Revival.

Fenestration: The front, long side, facing east, ground floor has apertures 
for the front entrance and four windows. The front door has four panels. The 
entrance way is indented with side panels and framed by wood in characteristic 
Greek Revival style. There are two pilasters with capitals and an incomplete 
classic entablature. The architrave is omitted. The frieze is plain, the 
cornice has wooden block dentils. The windows hold 12 lights. The window 
apertures are supported with granite lintels and sill. The second story front



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

Page 2

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

.Maine
COUNTY

Waldo
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

provides apertures for five 12 light windows. The north end ground floor holds 
four 12 light windows. The second story hold four 12 light windows. At some 
time there was a doorway and balcony. These have been removed. Both gable 
half story holds two 12 light windows. The south end ground floor holds three 
12 light windows. The second story holds three 12 light windows. There are 
two chimneys through the east slope of the gable roof. The west side or rear 
of this building is joined by Section II, a two story ad^rtgjT^^n length 
and 20' in width. This section holds two windows, a do^r^y^n tftfe/^round 
floor, south side) and two windows on the second f loo^ /fo^jtp|ft§ stjf£\ of 
this section, ground floor, holds two windows and ther-fcecoria story7tool<is a 
three window complex, four lights to each window uni

Section III, a brick building was built for a barn, w^shdt^diW .storage/ area, 
28 1 wide and 30* long. This Section III is joined to\^P|cti&!rT:t. TJrtythree 
sections' roofs are sheathed with asphalt shingles. Gra^W.^inJt^^^rnd sills 
have in past years been painted whita as is the trim thro>^o^.jJJRfe brick 
again had in the past been painted in red. At this point in time, the building 
in three sections is in fair condition. The paint on the brick and granite 
is being weathered away; and at a given time it is intended that the paint's 
residue will be sand blasted. (See photo enclosure 3.)

3. Nickels-golcord, Duncan House (I860). This tw
roof wo3en^frame f clapboarcl sheatjilllatlldlag has two sections and an 
adjacent barn. The style is Greek Revival I Section I, the basic structure 
32' in length and 29' in width. The building from the top of the cut^granite 
foundation (which provides a full cellar) to the peak of the gable is approx 
imately 30' in height. Looking east at the front and entrance end, there is 
attached to the ground story a roofed porch which is supported by four wooden 
columns with capitals and an incomplete entablature. The architrave is 
omitted. The frieze is flat and the cornice holds wood block dentils. Above 
the porch roof there is a low 2 '6" balastrade. The ba las trade continues 
around the north side of the building for its two full sections' 70' length. 
The fenestration for the first story consists of the front door and two full 
4 light windows on the front end. Three full length 4 light windows are on 
north side. The south side of the first floor has two bracketed bay windows. 
The east side first story has a new second entrance pavilion addition which 
comes by the corner of the building to include a portion of the south side. 
The remaining east side is joined by Section II with one window on the first 
story. The second story fenestration front end holds two 4 light windows 
with a 6 light window between. The width of the second story is reduced to 
allow a walkway with a balastrade. This extends the full 70' length of 
Sections I and II. The half story gable area on the front holds two round 
arched side by side 4 light windows, the top lights rounded. The entablature 
in the gable is incomplete by classic criteria. The architrave is omitted. 
The frieze is flat and the cornice hold wood block dentils. The peak has a 
pair of brackets. Pairs of brackets are again evident midway of the end 
rafter and again inside of the eves. Pilasters at the corners of the building 
reach to the eves with capitals and entablature. The clapboard sheathing is 
painted yellow and all the trim is painted white. The roof *f Section I 
provides an aperture for a chimney and an attic gable on the south roof slope.
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This building is in good condition. 

4.

(See photo enclosure 4)

Fowler-True-Ross Hooae (1825). Vernacular. This is a tyo> and^one half 
J^^T^ffi^^iBTe" roof, clapboard building which rises above a granite 

slab foundation. There are two sections with a barn attached. Section I is 
39f 6M in length; 27 f 6M in width; and about 30* high at the peak. This section 
has a cellar. The front or south side faces on the main street of Searsport 
which is U.S. Rt. 1. This side's first floor fenestration includes the front 
doorway flanked on both sides with two full 24 light windows. At one time 
a full length porch was attached to the front of this building. It has been 
removed and will not be replaced. A small flight of steps with a landing will 
provide access via the front door. This building is then in the process of 
being restored at this very time, with alterations being made for museum 
activities. The second story on the front side has five full 24 light windows 
The first floor of both the west and east ends hold two full 24 light windows. 
The same holds true for the second story. The gable section on both ends have 
two 16 light windows. The roof is sheathed with asphalt patent shingles, and 
apertures are provided at the peak near both ends for chimneys.

Section II is a one story gable addition extending north for a length of 40% 
It is 20 1 in width and about 15* high. This section served as a kitchen 
and storage area, with a loft.

Fenestration: A doorway is provided on the west side and there are four 
windows with 16 lights. There are two windows on the north end, one on the 
first floor and one to light the loft, both with 16 lights. A very large 
and high chimney rises from the foundation and passes through the peak. 
There is no cellar under this section.

This old and large dwelling house is plain. At this time it is painted in 
yellow which is faded, the trim is black. As stated before, this building 
in poor condition is presently being restored. The finished product will 
be a worthy compliment to the four building complex.
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