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AREA FORM NO.
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Newton, Mass. MRA
Tomn NEWTON (VJest Newton)
Address 102 Highland Street

Historic Naoe Galen Merriam House

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Date 1840s

Sour ce Jackson Homestead Pub.

Style Italianate
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings Barn

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Good

Moved no Date
Acreege 59.077 sg. ft. ('ld>Maf laowt))
Setting Hillside location overlooking

West Newton village

Recorded by Kathlyn Hatch, Peter Stott
Organization Newton Historical Gom
Dae March 1978, April 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEVENT (If applicable)

As an elaborately detailed and well-preserved example of a large Italianate
mansion on West Newton Hill, the Galen Merriam House meets criterion C of
the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In tens of
other buildings within the community.

This large hillside estate remains a very well-preserved example of the
early Italianate style residences that were built on West Newton Hill. The
house was originally oriented to the north, facing the village center. The
long side of the building appears on this elevation and features a center
gable, entrance with transom and sidelights, and three-bay facade with a
round window in the gable. The side of the house and an attached rear wing
face Highland Street.

The building's detailing, primarily from Italianate motifs, includes
eaves brackets and a long, bracketed veranda that appears on three sides of
the house. The peaked windows at the gable level a<& a noteable element of

its trim: this motif is associated with contemporary Gothic Revival style
design.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFCANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

This house, erected in the late 1840s, was apparently built for Galen
Merriam, a Boston coal merchant, whose business was located on Harrison
Avenue, near South Cove. Merriam owned much of the land on both sides of
Highland Street, and after his move to Nahant about 1877, large parts of
the estate were sold for development. The house and the remaining property
were acquired by George A. Frost, one of the principals of the Boston firm
of George Frost & Co., a manufacturer of ladies underwear.

BBLOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Friends of the Jackson Homestead, Newton's Older Houses: West Newton
(1978), pp. 38-39.
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82. Jackson House Eatorad in the 'K eeper
Attest
83. Jackson, Samuel, Jr., MTegper
House
Attest
84. Jennison, Joshua, House i);vbercl in thA K eeper
~ Attest
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86. King House Enterad in tha /~eper A'y/
UaticnaX Register
87. Kingsbury House Attest
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Attest
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Merriam, Galen, House (Newton MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. Datel A
Date Due: SMz/U -
. Action:
CZ resubmission Entorad i u cue .RETURN.
e nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

CH owner objection

Q appeal
Substantive Review: CZ sample e request * appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes CZno

7. Description

Condition Chek oe

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CZ! good CD ruins altered
CD fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| 1 alterations/integrity
CD dates

I Iboundary selection

Federal Agency:

CZI NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

, See continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
original site
moved

date.

N3 na
9/Y<ti'



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below W

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance//n one para®rapA*

CD summary paragraph o
CD completeness

CD clarity

CZ] applicable criteria

LJ justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance ' '

CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Pretervation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title datB

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may he directed to.

Signed Date Phone:
GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









Newton, Mass. MRA
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