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The”l'd Town Hall Historic District includes eleven brick buildings of th€
Fedei*alist period (1780-1830) andseven which were built within the next
fifty years. Together they represent thebest remaining small area of early
commercial buildings i ndowntown Salem This conpact area extends fromthe
sout heast corner of Washington and Essex Streets, along Essex Street to in-
clude t hebuilding east of Derby Square and both sides of the Squaret o
Front Street including thebuildings oneither side of thesouthern end of
Derby Square. Thedistrict also includes nunbers 6 through 34 Front Street
as well as 125 through 145 Washington Street.

| The O d Town Hall wasbhuilt i nl1l815 and i sanexcellent exanple of a
Bulfinch-influenced. Federal periodpiiblic building.” Five bays wi de and
el even bays deep, i ti sabrick structure with apitched roof. The main
facades, which areonthegable ends andface north and south, ar e pedinented.
accented by a wooden cornice with modillionsand ornamented by fanlights. A
smal | cupola i scentered ontheridgepole. Abelt course runs betweent he

first and second floors. Al |l thedoorways and wi ndows have rounded tops, m
with sinple fanlights over thefirst floor windows which arerecessed i n m
narrow arches. i AstheHall wasoriginally built t obe amrket house as

wel | as neetinghouse, i tis possiblethat these first floor recessed w ndow
areas were once open tothestreet.” Qnthesouth facade three entrancesi n

the first, third and fifth bays arereached by aflight of granite steps;, at

the north end t hecenter entrance i sat street level. Above both northand
south central entrances arePalladianw ndows. 0

The large square brick building at 231 Essex Street (Low s Buil ding)
dom nates t hejunction of Essex and Washington Streets. Three bays wide,
the original Geek Revival structure (1826) faces onEssex Street and has a n
pitched roof. This facade has a large pediment with dentilled cornicej tall
round-topped w ndows two stories inheight rise fromthesecond floor while
the' first.-flodr"has shop windows with a center entrance. | n 1877 t hewest
elevation was altered by theaddition of Gothic style towers. This west
facade,: five baysawide, - is three stories high with Gothic windows on t he
third floor and a canopied first floor center entrance. A newcourse of
brick was laid over theold onthenorth facade « and-square granite bl ocks
were set i nanarched pattern above al | t hew ndows, both ol d and new

The Hale Building at 221-225 Essex Street washuilt c¢. 1874 and i s the
only Salem exanple of a cast iron front. | tisfive stories highwitha
bracketed cornice and sides and rear of brick. Thefacade fenestration,
seven bays wide, varies oneach floor, thew ndow sizes decreasing as they
ascend and each level of windows headed i na different style.

/The brick Naunkeag Bank at 217 Essex Street wafe built at theturn of the
19th century and i sa fine exanple of Colonial Jlevival architecture.® I't i s
three stories high with a wooden cornice of modillionsand dentils topped by
a balustrade. Three-bays wide onthefacade and six ontheeast elevation,
the building's center entrance i srecessed and has Doric pilasters with a
fanlight above. Qnthethird floor, theround arches of t hew ndows are
enphasi zed by a similar arch of granite blocks seti nthewall above them

.The rowof three attached brick buildings at #7 - 9 Derby Square (c.|816)
were built by Pickman and Derby. Thestrrictures aretwo stories high with
pitched' roofs, above which extends theparty walls. There aretwo round
"windows i nt hegable end-of thesouthern building. Theoriginal first floor
wi ndows”and doors, arched andwith fanlights, will be restored.
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8. Significance (continued)

Because of themultiplicity of functions served by shipping, thed d Town
Hal | area cane t o house nunerous activities which were dependent ont heport.
| mported goods such as nol asses, indigo, wi ne and English manufactured goods
wer e war ehoused here, aswere goods for export, such as salted beef, dry salt
cod and wood products. Small manufacturing firms, directly dependent on
trade, were also located i nthedistrict, forexanple rumdistillers, fish
curers andcoopers. Ship chandlers andriggers were also quartered near t he
wharves. Sal em depended onthis dock area forthetransportation of people
and t hecomunication of information t oother commnities along t he coast.
An out door produce market was established i ntheO d Town Hal | Square early
in Salems history and continues at t he same |ocation today. Later one of
the brick structures served asthefirst Police Station fortheCity of Salem
and anot her housed t he Sal em At henaeum one of whose nost prom nent menbers
was Nat hani el Hawt hor ne.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O d Town Hall Historic Distrl AMAAApjsAhded by Washington Street, Front:
Street, Essex Street and Derby Square i ¢h has pedestrian accesses t o Essex
and Front Streets. Thestreet pattern i sanearly one’r Washington Street
was |aid out, four rods wide, i n1629; Essex Street, which intersects it, i s
believed t ohave been originally anlndian path along theridge of Sal em
peninsula; Front Street was one of theancient ways along thewaterfront and
was called ahighway asearly as 1582. TheHistoric District is built on a
gentle slope of land running down t owhat was formerly t he South River, now
conmpletely filled in.ysalem historians agree that this section of t he South
River shore wasthefirst developed waterfront area of Sal em and remai ned
dom nant until theearly 19th century. | nthe period prior totheadvent of
the railroad, thelife of acoastal city such as Salemowed it s devel opnent
to itsport. Accordingly, many of theimortant political and social events
of Federalist Salemoccurred i ntheO d Town Hall Historic District

Derby Square, i nthecenter of which t he Town Hall nowstands, was t he
site of themansion built i nl1784 by-Elias Haskett Derby. Derbys. heirs,
Benj ami n Pickman, Jr. and John Derby, denolished t hemansion and gave 16, 500
square feet i nthecenter of their inherited®property to :the"inhabitantsof
Salem onwhich toconstruct atown hall/market house. This buildingwas
constructed i n1816. Acondition of thegift was"thatconly.buildingsof
brick or stone could beerected onland contiguous totheTow Hall, an earl?
exanpl e of city planfiingwhich afforded great unity tothearea. oo

ASoon after theopening of thenewTown Hall, t heupstairs hall was "fur-
bi shed and festooned very handsonely and illiimnated with pleasing effect",
in honor of avisit by President Monroe. The market stalls onthe first
floor were opened with great success on Novenber 25, 1816. The building con-
tinued t obeused as a Town Hall until 1838 when t hepresent City Hall was
compl etedFor sone years t hebasenment and first floor, nowoffices, con-
tinued t obeused as anmarket; thesecond floor hall i sstill used for local
political rallies and other meetings.

AMhe location of theFirst Church (nowlLow s Building) and t he Town Hal |/
Mar ket House i nt he Derby Square area made t he Square t hecenter of Salem
activity. »Wen t heFirst Church wasbuilt i n1629, Roger Wlliams was oneoi'
its earliest pastors. The present church?structure, thefourth tobe built
on thesite, was designed by Sol onon W liard and Peter™, *anner i n1826. Wen
it wasbhuilt, thesecond floor was planned for use asthechurch; shops occu-
pied thefirst floor.
yThe Hale Building, built i n1874totheeast of thechurch, i s architect-
urally significant asafine exanple of anearly cast-iron-fronted brick

shructure, t heonly one remaini ngoin.. Sal em and one of thefewleft i n Massa-
chusetts. » ( ntlnue(?)
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