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1. Name of Property
historic name POOR HOUSE AND METHODIST CEMETERY

other names/site number Falmouth Work House: Poor Farm: Town Infirmary: Falmouth Artists' Guild

2. Location

street & number 744 MAIN STREET n/a not for Publication
city or town FALMOUTH N/A  vicinity

state MA-SSACHUSETTS cods MA countv BARNSTABLE .code 001 zip code 02540

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 herjby certify that thi**nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 In my opinion, the property
Naneets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be consideed significant

* nationally « statewide mocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) i

SidnWure of certifying official/Title Judith B.i*"llcDonough, Executive Director \ 1 ate
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the pioperty « meets « does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal aoency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detemnined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Poor House and Methodist Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private X. building(s)

X public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: Alms House, Poor House, Work House,
Poor Farm. Town Infirmary

COMMERCE: Tavern

FUNERARY: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Georgian

Narrative Description

Barnstable, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _buildings
1 _sites
.structures
. objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION: Artists' Guild
FUNERARY: Cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  Concrete, stone
walls Wood Shingle, clapboard

roof Asphalt shingle

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)
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7. Narrative Description

Summary Description of the Poor House and Methodis Cemetery

The FAlmouth Poor Housewas condructed ca 1769 a an important crossroaedsin Hatchville (an
interior village of the Town of Falmouth) where it sarved as atavem. I1n 1812 -1814, the
building was purchasad by the tovyn, moved to its present location, and converted to ue as the
local Poor House. The building's unusudly large scde probably reflects thosetwo public-
oriented historic uses. Inmost other ways it istypica of the region and the late Colonia to early
Federd period. The wood-frame Sructure rises2 12 storiesfrom agranite block foundation to
agableroof with paired interior brick chimneys. Exterior sheaething consstsof wood shingles
with minimal wood trim and no stylistic detail. The entry is centered on asymmetrica five bay
facade and windows contain 6/6 sash. The Falmouth Poor House building exterior hes been little
dtered ancethe 19th century, whileits Ste and setting have changed dramatically. The building
interior remains as aphysica record of itslong history and multiple uses The Methodist
Cemeatay of 1809 adjoinsthe Poor House on the west, where itis st off from the busy dreet by
awooden picket fence. Itsleve rectangular lot is dotted by treesand about 70 donesdating
fromca 1814 -1951. The Poor House and Methodist Cemetery survive as the primary historic
landmarks & the eest end of Main Street which has been transformed into acommercid strip in
the modem period.

L ocation and Site of the Poor House and Methodig Cemetery

The Falmouth Poor House and Methodist Camelery are located a the eest end of Main Street in
Falmouth Village, the primary village of the Tovm of Falmouth. The Poor House dandsdoseto
the north sdeof the dtreet, nearly opposite Scranton Avenue which leeds to Falmouth Harbor.
The building occupiesthe southwest comer of alarge 134 acrelot, which extends northward to
Dillingham Avenue. 1nthe modem period, agricultura outbuildings and fieldsthat once
accompanied the Poor House have been replaced by the Falmouth Police Station located behind
the Poor House building, and the Recregtiond Center Sted to the eest. Athletic fieldsand afew
ancillary stractures now occupy the rear (north) of the ste on Dillingham Avenue.

These new usss are accompanied by apaved circulation sysem and large surface parking lots
that have dramatically changed the immediate setting of the Poor House building. The larger
setting hes a0 changed as this end of Falmouth Village has been transformed from aquiet
hinterland to acommercid strip. Neverthdess, the retention of smal lawn aress immediately
surrounding the building, along with two large treesin the front yard have done much to evoke
the historic character of the building and ste. The Methodist Cemetery immediately to the west

(continued)
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of the Poor House fiirther extendsthe historic setting in that direction. Thesetwo properties
remain as the primary historic symbolsfor alarge area

Description of the Poor House

Current Exterior Appearance of the Poor House

The Falmouth Poor House isbuilt on animusualy generous48' x 35' rectangular plan. This
large scale probably reflects the building's original use as atavem, and influenced its eventua
choice as the Poor House. Itisdso possble that the tavem was enlarged in the 19th century to
srveitsnew civic function. Themain blockrises2 1/2 sories from afoundation congtracted of
massve pink granite blocks (possibly from West Flmouth) to a Sde-geble roof covered with
asphdt shingles. Two brick chimneys are centered on the roof ridge. Thismain block is
extended by atwo story wang centered on the rear (north) elevation, and a smaler one sory wing
that extends eestward beyond the wall of the main block.

The building is sheathed wdth westhered wood shingles, with the exception of the eest and west
ddesof the rear wingswhich have clgpboard sding painted gray with whitetrim. All three
sctions are very simply trimmed with narrow comerboards, fascias, and window and door
surroimds.

The south facade of the main block follows the archetypal Colonial period format offivebays
symmerically organized around a center entrance In this case, the entrance contains asngle-
leaf four-pand door vsith uppe glazing, st in afl atboerd frame with no transom or 9ddights
Thedoor dates to the ssoond half of the 19th century, probably the 1870s when a mgjor
renovation occurred. The entry isfrontedby an open porch that is approached by two massve
pink granite block 4eps The porch wasrepaired in 1843 according to town records All of the
other facade bays contain rectangular window openings that arealigned vertically and
horizontally. Firs gory windows are headed by mdded lintds. Ssoond gory window heeds are
incorporated into the comice fascia. Magt window openings contain 66 double hung wooden
sadh; thethreeeasem windows at the sscond gory exhibit an unusua 33 sash composd of long
narrow lights, (photo 1)

The eedt 9de elevation contains four evenly soaced windows a the first and sscond gories, with
two additional, but dightly smdler windows centered in the attic gable. The southemmost
window opening a the second story has been blocked with shingles but the painted frame
remansin place. Thewest Sde eevation isnearly identical, but lacks any sign of windows in

(continued)
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thenorth bay at @ther sory. Mod of the north devation iscovered by thetwo rear wings. The
two exposad westernmod bays contain two gandard windows at each gory. An exposed area
between the wings contains paired windows a bath sories thefir stdory pair are headed by a
bracketed canted hood that may datefr omthe 1870s remodding, (photo 2)

Current Exterior Appearance of the Poor House Rear Wings

Two wings extend from the rear (north) elevation. The larger wing, which meesures20' long by
17" wide, was added in 1842. Itiscentered onthe main block, and rises two sories from avery
low sone foundation to a gable roof; abrick stove chimney rises through the rear center of the
ridge. The fenestration pattem isirregular with windows of varying sze and configuration that
reflect change over time. Thewing is entered though arear door; awooden fire escgperises
along the west devation to a sscond entrance created from aformer window opening. The
amaler wing was congtracted between 1833 and 1908. It covers the eesernmodt bay of the rear
north wall of the main block and juts beyond itseest wall. Thiswingrisesone story from ahigh
pink granite block foundation to acombination gable and hip roof. It has one door and one
window on both the eest and west dlevations, with asinglewindow onthe north sde. Seeh and
trim are similar to that of the main block and other wing. Bulkhead entrances to two partial
cdllar aress are located on both the east and west Sdesof the building at thejunction of main
block and wing. They lead into small independent rooms where the sone foundation materias
ae clearly ssen. Mogt of the building sands above crawl spece.

Current Interior Appearance of the Poor House

Theinterior plan of the main block conggts of two very large roomsframing a centrd
entrance/dair hall core with both front and reer dairsrising two storiestotiie attic. The two
chimney stacksflank that core, and jut ashort disance into the large adjoining rooms. All
fireplace and/or stove openings have been endosad and the trim removed.

The current interior plan and finishes preserve an doquent physical record of the building's long
and varied history. Wood wainscoting, consisting of two wide horizontal boards, isfound on
mogt exterior walls, surviving as the building's most likely 18th century dement. Exposed
dractural members like comer podts, girts, or summer beams that are typical of 18th century
condtraction are lacking, dthoughitispossble that they exist behind later plaster wallsand
cellings. In arees where the plagter walls and cellings are damaged, reveding the underlying
lath, it congsts of narrow machine-sawed boards. Thistype of lath was not available until well
into the 19th century and thus dates to the Poor House period. Aress of earlier plaster and lath

(continued)
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may remain as well, but would require intrasive testing to locate. 1n some aress, 19th century
wallpaper can be ssen beneath later layers of plaster and paint. Most doorsare four paneled, with
longer upper pands, aconfiguration that istypical of the later 19th century. They probably date
to the major remodeling of the 1870s

Throughout the building, the floors contribute some of the most visible evidence of the building
evolution. At the first Sory, floorsare covered with acombination of linoleum, wall to wall
carpeting, narrow pine boards, and narrow maple boards. The aress of pine flooring have long
narrow patches that show where the 8' x 8' cubicle partitions of 1823 were removed in the early
1960s. The upper story is similar, but somewha more intact, especidly onthe eest Sde. Wide
(ca 8" -14") floor boardsremain here, as do afew of the cubiclewalls, and one intact cubicle &
the northeest comer. Here itisdear that the cubicles werejoined by alabyrinth of narrow
corridors, that many were entered through angled door openings to save space, and that most hed
no direct acoess to the heating source represented by the two chimney stacks. The @ttic isalarge
open goece that shows sgnsof having been subdivided into cubicles like those of the lower
floors. Many four panded doorsthat were taken down when partitions were removed in the
1960s are stored in the attic dlong with afew earlier doorsconssting of two wide vertical planks.

Changesto the Poor House andits Site

See section 8for additional information.

The Falmouth Poor House building hes evolved over time as it has been moved and adgpted to
new uses. No solid evidence of the building's 18th century tavem gppearance has been located,
but some surviving building dements clearly dateto that early period. Much of its pos-1812
history is unusualy well documented in town records, providing an invaluable source for
interpretation of later building fabric and changes The building remains today as awell
preserved physical record of local, regional, and satewide socid policiestoward poor and
otherwise dependant citizens.

The first knovm major ateration to adapt the former tavem to its new Poor House function
occurred in 1823. At that time, the two main stories and the attic were subdivided into 24
cubicles, eech measuring 8 x 8', and acoessad through alabyrinth of narrow twisting hallways.
The 1840ssaw avariety of exterior improvements, ranging from whitewashing the walls, and

repairing and reinstalling an old porch, to the addition of a subgantiad rear wing. Town records
date that in 1842 the building was enlarged:

Voted that an additional building be put to the rear of such houseand uniting

(continued)
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with it— 20 feetin length and 17 feetin breadth .... and 0 condracted ....
as the lower room .... may be conveniently occupied as awash and sinke
room ~ and dso as a suitable place for the confinement and punishment of
the refractory and unmanagegble ~ and the upper story ... to be divided into
lodging roomsfor the insane— and such other inmates ... as requireto be
kept separate from inmates generdly therein.

Tovm Clerk William Hewins, writing in 1920, described the mid-19th century exterior of the
Poor House as part of hisreminiscence of therapidly dissppearing village of hisyouth:

The Town Farm was an old dilapidated white-washed building, with a
very neglected gppearance. It was on the samelocation of the present Site.

The building remains in town ownership, but has operated under the sewardship of the Famouth
Artists Guild dncethe early 1960s The Guild has made only one mgjor changeto adapt the
building to their need for studios, dassrooms, and exhibition gpace, by removing most of the
1823 partitions that divided both soriesinto 8 x 8' cubicles. Some of the cubiclesand partition
wallsremain, most notably in the northeast comer of the second story. Their former presence
remains clearly readablein floor patchesthroughout the building.

Summary of Changes to the Falmouth Poor House and Site
1812 - 1814: Building moved from original Hatchville site, repaired, and fitted up for Poor
House uss gte fenced;

1823 First, second and attic Sories partitioned into twenty-four 8' x 8' cubicles,

1825: Bam condracted on property;

1842 Two story rear wing added to accommodate the growing number of resdents, and
to sgparate the insane, the rowdy, and other subcatagories from the generd
population;

1870: Magjor interior and exterior renovation,

1878: Agricultural capacity of ste expanded with new hen and hog houses, enlargement

of the bam, new fences, and grading;
1917: Heat added;

(continued)
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ca 1964 Removal of cubicle partitions as part of building renovation for use by the
Famouth Artists' Guild.

Description of the Methodig Cemetery

The Methodist Cemetery occupiesan 18,765 squarefoot |ot on the north Sdeof Main Street.
The Poor House, described above, ands to the eest while acommercia building directly abuts
the cematery onthe west. The cemaeay is st off from the heavily traveled Main Street corridor
by abroad strip of turf with severa smdl treesand three benches. Thiswas part of the cemetery
until ca 1960 when the church st it of f asasgparatelot, planning to sall theirfrontagefor
commercia devdopment. Buriasin this areawere reinterred dsawherein the cemetery, but the
deveopment plan was halted. A smple wooden picket fence that is painted white now marks the
front of the cemetery. The other Sdesare not enclosed, athough young treesare beginning to
form a hedge/screen on the north and eest Sdes. The burying ground is maintained in rough turf,
and dotted with numerous maple trees, many of subgtantiad Szeand age.

The ca 70 heedgones are placed in an irregular pattem, but all face south to the street. They
rangein date from 1814-1951, and are madefrom avariety of materids including date, marble,
limestone, and granite. They feature typical late-18th and 19th century motifs such as death's-
heeds willows, and floral designs. The largest and most daborate Sone dates the to mid-19th
century and commemorates membearsof the Davisfamily. Itisatall, polished, black granite
shaft located neer the center of the cemetery. To the west, granite pods (missing iron chains)
continue to mark the Boume and Donddson family plots. There are no lavish monuments or
crypts, testifying to the limited means and restrained nature of its occupants.

Members of many well-known Falmouth families are interred hereincluding Boumes, Davises,
Donddsons, Fishes Haiches, Giffords, Landers, and Swifts. The oldest legible sonebdongs to
the Reverend Abner Clark: "Bomin Sdem, N.H. died in thistownin the triumph of Faith with
full assurance of hope 2/15/1814 in the 26th yeer of his age after having spent near Sx yearsin
the work of the ministry asan itinerant preacher in the M.E.C." Itisbedieved that some resdents
of the adjacent Poor House are buried herein unmarked gravesaswell. The smal number of
donesd the rear of the cematery suggests that it may be the location of these unmarked graves.

Archaeological Description

No prehistoric Stesare currently recorded on the nominated property, however, Stesmay be
present. Four prehistoric Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental
characterigtics of the property aso indicate the presence of locational criteria(dope, soil

(continued)
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drainage, disanceto wetlands) which are favorable for many typesof prehistoric Stes. Most of
the nominated areaiis characterized by well drained, level to moderatdy doping soilsformed in
glacia outwash indose proximity (within 1000 feet) to both freshwater resources and Falmouth
Inner Harbor. While Falmouth Inner Harbor was reported to be dtered from af reshwater pond
to aharbor historically, it may have been estuarine & some point in the prehistoric past. I1n any
event, marine related ecosydems and their assodated coadtd resources are <o located in dose
proximity to the nominated area. Given the above information and the Sze of the nominated
property (lessthan 10 acres), ahigh potentia exigs for the recovery of prehistoric resources in
the Poor House locale. Someimpects, including grading have occurred on the property,
however, the extent of these activitiesis currently unknown.

A high potential aso exigs for the recovery of historical archaeologica resourceson the
nominated property. Thisportion of Falmouth Village lies near residential, commercid and
institutional settlement loci identified for the 17¢ and 18* centuries, however, none of these
activities have yet to be identified in the nominated area In the cemetery area, however, historic
archaeologica resourcesmay include stractura remains fromthe 1811 Methodist Meetinghouse
erected immediately wes of the Poor House site. The meetinghouse was moved in 1829.
Unmarked graves are dso likely in the ceametery areq, possibly in the rear portion of the lot. The
Methodist Society maintained arelationship with the Poor House even after the church wes
moved, allowing paupersto be buried in the cemetery inunmarked graves. The small number
grave donesin the rear portion of the cemetery has been interpreted as evidence for the presence
of unmarked gravesin that area. Archaeologica resourcesmay aso survive on the Poor House
gte. Stracturd remains from outbuildings and occupationa related festures can survivein the
aeaimmediately surrounding the house. At leest one bam (1824) and Sracturesfor hogsand
chickens are reported with the house, however, some may have been located off the present
property in the vicinity of the Police Station to the rear of the Poor House property. Some
outbuildings and especialy occupationa related features may aso be located benegth additions
mede to the Poor House stracturein 1842 and 1888-1908.

(end)
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for National Register listing.) Social History

X A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Architecture

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics Period of Significance

of a type, period, or method of construction or 1812-1947

represents the work of a master, or possesses

high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction.

Significant Dates

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, see continuation sheet
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Significant Person

Property is: (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
- S N/A
_A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes. Cultural Affiliation
N/A

X B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

X.D a cemetery. Architect/Builder

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. unknown

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance

The Falmouth Poor House and adjacent Methodist Cemetery have along history of over 200
yearsthat embraces severd important themesin local, regional, and Sate history. The Poor
House building was condracted ca 1769 as atavemn. At that timeit was Sted a an important
crossoadsin the interior Falmouth village of Hatchville. In 1812 -1814, the tavem was
purchased by the town and moved to its present Ste in Falmouth Village to centrdize and
upgrade facilitiesfor poor and otherwise dgpendent citizens. The Ste was donated by the newly
formed Methodist Society, adjacent to their cemetery and church. When municipa use of the
Poor House ceassd in 1960, the town retained ownership, and the building was happily rebom as
the new home of the FAlmouth Artists' Guild. Today, it isone of the few extant poor house
buildingsin Bamgable County. Its continuous post-1812 history of municipa ownership and
public use have helped to preserve more of its historic character than most other examples.

In addition to its strong and multi-layered historical associations, the Poor House building hes
consderable architectural significance as an unusudly well preserved and well documented poor
house. The current building fabric preserves aphysical record of the property's long and varied
history, with most dements reflecting the primary period of significance from 1812 - 1920.
Remnants of the 1823 interior subdivison into 8' x 8 cubicles, provide an especidly tangible
record of 19th century attitudes toward the poor. The Poor House remains as Falmouth's oldest
municipa building, and one of the oldest buildings of any typein the community. Thesocid
history and physical presence of the Poor House isreinforced by the adjacent Methodist
Cemeaay where some of itsformer resdents are bdieved to beinterred. The cemetery isthe
oldest property in continuous Methodist ownership in New England, and may be the sscond
oldest in the nation. It remains as the only extant record of the origins of the Methodist faithin
Falmouth, the church having been moved and then replaced.

Together, the Poor House and Methodist Cemetery remain as the primary surviving symbols of
the historic character of East Main Street. They possess integrity of location, design, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and associaions, and meet criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Flaces. The property is significant on the local level, with aprimary period of
significance extending from 1812 - 1920, and amore generd period of significance embracing its
entire history from ca. 1769 to the present. The primary period is focused on the building's use
asthe local Alms House, Poor House, Work House, and Poor Farm because these overlapping
uses were the most enduring and well documented, and because the present building and dte are
most closaly assodated with that time period. Thetavem use (pre-1812) isnot well documented
and occurred on adifferent dstein abuilding whose exterior and interior configuration is
unknown. The later Town Infirmary use (1920 - 1960) represented aperiod of

(continued)
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decline, while the Artists' Guild use (post-1963) haes occurred within the last 50 years. The dates
of the cemetery parale those of the poor house

The Falmouth Poor House illustrates many important historical concepts about poverty and
public responsibility, and aout 19th century society in generd. Theseinclude changing
atitudes toward the poor, the changing meke-up of the population that was encompassad under
the generd heading of "poor," and the proper baance of humanitarian concem versus cost
control. Falmouth's experience isdirectly related to that of the Sate and nation as awhole.
Massachusettswas anationa leader in the 19th century in awide variety of socid reform
movements, many of which related to the proper care of dependant citizens. Throughout the
primary period of significance, town records refer to the property as the Alms House, the Poor
House, the Work House (after 1826), and the Poor Farm (after 1880). Asimplied by these
dtemative names, the Poor House remains as atangible symbol of changing attitudes toward the
poor, including who and what they were, along with the nature and extent of gppropriate public
support. Theseloca changes mirror smilar shifts a the state and nationa levels as well.

Careof poor and otherwise dgpendent citizens has been consdered apublic respongbility in
New England from its earliest settlement period, and until the 20th century that responsibility
wes carried out a the local level. In Bamgable County for example, in 1683 " the court
ordered that the sdectmen in each town 'shall take care of the poor in their repective townships,
the town to provide for the expense™ (Freeman Vol. I: p. 306) During the Colonia period,
many towns cared for the poor by "placing out” or "auctioning” them to citizens who offered
the lowest bids for their care. 1nsome cases, the poor were offered assgancein their own
homes At that time, and throughout much of the 19th century, "poor” was acatch-al phrase
that encomypassad awide range of conditionsthat might render personsunable to support
themsdves. The "poor” included orphans and widows, the chronicaly ill and acohoalic, the
aged and infirm, and the physically and mentally impaired. Those who were adle to perform
some useftil work to offset the cost of public support were often required to do o.

Most Bamnstable County towns esteblished poor houses Bamgiable and Sandwich werefirst,
both replacing 18th century buildings in the 1820s noneremain. Provincetown was third when
it converted an 1801 small pox hospita to poor houseuse in 1806. Falmouth was fourth with its
purchase of Peter Y ost's tavem in 1812. Most ather local poor housesin the region dete to the
1830sand 1840s when the county population pesked. Theseinclude Eagham (ca. 1825),
Wellfleet (ca 1830), Orleans (1831, replaced 1873), Y armouth (1835), Dennis (1837), Brewster
(1838), and Truro (1840 - 1845) (Deyo 1890). The Brewster, Eagham, Famouth, and Wellfleet
examnples survive and are included in the gateinventory. The uncertainty of regular maritime
employment and ahigh mortality rate of ssesgoing maes, with aresulting loss of family
stability, made Cgpe Cod poor houses a necessary part of most communities.

(continued)
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Famouth gppeears to have followed the typical path of "auctioning” and "placing out™ the poor
until a leest 1800. Thisconclusonis supported by many entries in town records that specify
payments to various townsmen for poor support. Some of the poor were "placed out” or
boarded with thoseindividuas, while others may have remained in their own homes receiving
support directly from the town. I'n 1800, the town gppointed acommittee of five "  to s
what method the town will take for supporting the poor

That committee recommended:

that the town empower the Sdectmen or any other person whom they shall
choose ether to hireor Purchaseif to be found a House which shall befitted
up for the reception of such persons as gpply to the Town for asssance dso to
provide some suitable person to take careof thosewho go into the Houseto
e that they are employed in such useftil occupation as they are cgpable of

Thefollowing year, the town voted to have three Overseersof the Poor and to empower them to
"hire ahouse." Such ahousewas gpparenfly not found, and between 1803 and 1807, the town
voted againg rental or purchase of aPoor House. A payment of $20to Thomas Nye for his
housein connection with the poor was recorded in 1809, but this ssams far to small an amournt to
represent arental. County historians Frederick Freaman and Simeon Deyo both datethat a Poor
House existed on Shore Street in the very early 19th century, but that information is
unsubstantiated by the primary source of town records. In addition, former town clerk, William
Hewins does not mention thisuse in his 1920s description of buildings that sood on Shore Street
by 1850.

It was not until the March and May town meetings of 1812, that positive action was taken. On
March 9 the Committee was authorized to "receive proposds for building the poor house”, or
"to buy or hirethe house of Peter Yost if they see fit." OnMay 16it was voted that:

The Committee gppointed to purchase or hire a suitable housefor the
Reception of the Poor have atended the same and report as follows: that is;
have purchasad an house near the Eagt End Meeting House (1797), of Peter
Y ost, for which we have agreed to give three hundred and eighty dollars.

The Tavem was constmcted ca. 1769, on a Ste about 4.5 milesnorth of its present location, in
theinterior village of Hatchville. The Hatchville sSte was an important local and regiond
crossoads, supporting the building's early use as atavem. The tavem faced Sandwich Road,
which was amagjor thoroughfare connecting Falmouth Village (primary settlement of the Town
of FAmouth) with the neighboring town of Sandwich, and the more distant county seet a

(continued)
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Bamgable, Intersecting roadsincluding Carriage Shop Road, Meeting House Road, Thomas
Landers Road, and Hatchville/Sam Tumer Road led to the neighboring villages of Waguoit,
Davisville, West Falmouth, and North Falmouth. Constmction of the East End Meeting House
in 1797, oppogte the tavem, confirmed the importance of the area. Shubad Lawrence was the
early tavem kegper. Severd tavemsexided in various partsof Colonia period Famouth.
Ancther extant example isthe Abner Davis Tavem (built late 17th century; tavem by 1804) in
Woods Hole.

In March, 1813 the town voted to move the newly acquired Poor House to Famouth Village. A
committee of three was chosen to sdect an gppropriate Ste, and to oversee a subscription
campaign to pay for the move and associated expenses. In April, the Town:

Voted to acoept the report of the Committee on the subject of the poor
housefixing it onthe Society Land Mr. Lincoln lift [lived] on during his
ministry.

Other entries refer to this as the parsonage land. The Society cited aboveismogt likely the
Methodist Society organized in 1808 and formally organized in 1811. Early Methodist services
were held in the home of Generd Swift (immediately eadt of the Poor House site). The Society
established acemaey ca 1809, and erected ameseting housein 1811 on the land of early
member and pastor, Dr. Hugh George Donddson, (immediately west of the Poor House Site)
The relationship of the Methodist Society and the Poor House is somewhat confiised by the fact
that the Reverend Henry Lincoln (1766 - 1857), cited in town records, was minister to the
Congregationa Society for 33 years (1790 - 1823). In any event, the Poor House was moved, st
up next to the Methodist cemetery, and repaired under the supervison of Thomas Lawrence as
agent for the sum of $342.45. The Methodist Society gpparently retained a connection with the
Poor House even after their church was moved in 1829, alowing paupers to be buried intheir
cemelay in unmarked graves.

In March, the 1814 town meeting debated about the management of the poor, and whether they
should be placed out, or whether some or al should live in the Poor House. In April and May, it
was voted that the board of the poor should be put up a auction and stmck off "to the highest
bidder". Nathaniel Boume won the year-long contract with abid of $950.00. Itisundear how
many were lodged a the Poor House, and how many remained dsawhere. |t was a0 voted to
fencethe ste immediately.

Thetown's poor did not became an important topic of debateagain vmtil 1823. Still a issue
were their numbers, dong with the best method and lowest cost of providing proper care. That

(continued)
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year acommittee was gppointed to consder building alarger Poor House to accommodete the
town's 69 paupers. At the same time, the existing building was subdivided into 24 cubicles, each
measuring 8' x 8'. Thefollowing year, the town concluded that the Poor House was the proper
place to offer assstancewith avotethat "all personswanting any help from the Town should go
Into the Poor House". Thispolicy was reaffirmed in 1825 when the Overseers of the Poor voted
that "It isnot the Town's duty to respond to requests for help unlessthe named person recaiveit
a the Town Poor House". A larger building was not mentioned again, and it isunclear how all

of the town's poor were accommodated. Continuing entries in later reports under the heading of
"Expensesof Town Poor Out of Almshouse” suggest that the policy adopted a town meeting
was not of long endurance, and/or was not strictly enforced.

As part of the processof consolidating care, a committee of six was gppointed in 1824 to visit the
poor and take inventory of any possessons that could be brought to the Poor House with them.
A committee of three was chosen to lay in supplies, and still another committee of four was
established to actually "remove the poor to the Poor House". 1n 1825, it was voted to place a
family in the Poor House to carefor itsresdents, and Nymphas Davis was alowed to live there
without expensein retum for acting as caretaker. In addition, a 16' x 18' bam was congmcted to
promote self-sufficiency.

The public expense of caring for the poor, and ways to encourage or require them to contribute to
their own support took center dagein 1826 when the town conddered creation of aWork House,
and aboard to be called the Overseersof the Work House. The mles and regulations for the
workhouse included the following provision:

In case any person shall reftise, be idle or not perform such reasonable task
or stint as shadl be assgned, or shall be stubbom and disorderly, such
person shall be confined in solitude on coarse or very smplefoods, or be
put out to hired labor for such term of time as may bejudged necessaxry.”

The Work House gopears to have been established in addition to, rather than in place of the Poor
House. Both terms gpopear in town records aong with the third term of Alms House which was
used for al formal reports to the sate. Nymphas Davis, who had been the supervisor of the Poor
House, 0 sarved as madter of the Work House: Mayhew Baker (b. 1822) of Davisville wes
gppointed keegper in 1869, and served until ill health forced him to resignin 1890. Lemud
Howland served in the intervening years. (Deyo 1890: 638, 678)

Egtablishment of the Work House, and distinction of the able-bodied poor, reflects the generd
trend toward classification of the poor that was occurring throughout the nation in the 19th

(continued)
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century, amovement in which Massachusatts was aleeder. Local classificationishinted a in the
1823 censusof the poor which illustrated the range of conditionsthat were grouped under that
generd heading. That cenauslisted 24 personswho were partially supported by thetown, 25 of
various ages who were in good hedlth, 8 who were described as "insane non compas' and 12
who were "sick, incurable, and pagt |abor”.

This early recognition that the " poor"” were actualy made up of distinct dasses, was Succssded
by more concrete developments. Theseinclude the creation of specid quarters for the urnnly and
the insane in the new rear ell of 1842, and boarding someinsane a the date asylums that were
established to improvetheir care and trestment in the second half of the 19th century. A moving
testimonia to the date legidature by reformer DorotheaDix that documented thehorrific
treetment of the insane a many loca poor houses, was akey factor in the cregtion of these date
facilities. FAlmouth town records include specific entries for expenses related to the support of
local resdents a the sate asylums in Taunton and Danvers. 1n 1877 the cost of boarding two
persons a the Taunton Lunatic Hospital (established 1851, and the dosest sdateinstitution to
Cagpe Cod) was $571.00. Therecords dso refer to the state Reform School (probably the
Massechusatts State Reform School/Lyman School of 1847 in Westborough) where the cost of
boarding one person in 1877 was $91.99.

Despite earlier concems about the Sze of the Poor House, the numbers of poor, and the policy of
offering careonly a the Poor House, the building was not enlarged or substantialy improved
until 1842 when it wes

Voted that an additiona building be put to the rear of such house and
uniting with it— 20 feet in length and 17 feet in breadth .... and 0
congtmcted .... as the lower room ... may be conveniently occupied asa
wash and sinke room ~ and aso as asuitable place for the confinement
and punishment of the refractory and unmanagegble ~ and the upper story
... to be divided into lodging rooms for the insane — and such other
inmeates ... as requireto be kept sgparate from inmates generaly therein.

Town records indicate that the Poor House received regular maintenance in addition to the major
interior dterations of 1823 and the new reer ell of 1842. For example, the exterior was
whitewashed severd times. Unusualy comprehendve repairs to the Poor House were medein
the mid-1870s when carpenters and masonswere hired to repair or replace doors, windows,
blinds, hinges, pipe, hair plaster, paint and wallpaper, an iron sink, and a gone door sep. In
addition to the building repairs, many newfiimishingswere purchesed for atotal cost of $218.15.
Theeincluded severd iron bedgeads and one dozen quilts, 24 spindle bentwood

(continued)
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chairs, 6 wooden rocking chairs, 12 smal bureaus, 6 smdl and 2 large mirrors, saverd tables,
and 3 sattees. While repairs were being made, 20 resdents were boarded a ahouserented from
the Maravista Land Company for $35. Later improvementsto the building facilitiesincluded a
$46.04 cooking range in 1839 and $1,000 i n sanitary improvementsin 1890.

The ste was enlarged and improved on aregular bessas well. Most efforts were focused on
maintaining perimeter fences. Other Ste improvements enhanced the abilities of the poor to
contribute to their own support by producing itemsfor their own use, and for sdle. Thistrend is
closay reated to the establishment of the Work House in 1826, and to ongoing concems about
therelatively high level of expenditures required to support the poor. Resdents of the Poor
House began to produce goods for salein the 1840s In 1878 the agricultural capacity of the
property was enhanced by the addition of a hen house and hen yard, ahog house, new and
repaired fences, dterationsto the 1824 bam, painting of various smctures, and grading of the
land for atotal of $311.66. Theseimprovements|ed to another namefor the property, the
Famouth Poor Farm. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the poor farm produced potatoes,
hay, barrels, fowl, eggs milk, cream, beef, pork, butter, and strawberries for both intemal
consumption and for sdle.

During thisperiod, the numbers of Poor House resdents steadily dropped, and more transents
wereincluded. In 1875 for example, the average daily number was 12, anumber that was
expanded during the year by 56 tramps who were accommodated on a short term badgs. Poor
House records aso chronicle the issue of the settled vs. the unsettled poor which distinguished a
community's long-term resdents from newcomers and transents. Asincreased economic
opportunity coupled with major transportation improvements encouraged people to leave their
birthplaces, disputes arose about who was responsible for their carein the event of misfortune:
the commimity of birth or that of current resdence. Falmouth records include payments both to
and from other townsfor support of the poor. By 1900, the daily average population & the Poor
House had declined to 3.75 while the cost of support had risento $3,468.26. 1n 1920, the Poor
House was renamed the Town Infirmary, and ssams to haveftmctionedprimarily as a nursing
home. That ftmction ceesad in 1960, made superfluous by date and federd public welfare and
Socid Security programs.

Soon thereafter, in 1963, the town leasad the Poor House building to the Falmouth Artists Guild,
an organization that had informally gathered in the late 1950s around the catalyst of
architect/painter Angelo Cangiamilla. The Guild paid anomina $1 annud feeto the town, and
took respongibility for repair, maintenance, and insurance of a building that was described as

(continued)
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"sadly mn down and buried inlitter." Guild members andfriendsremoved most of the 24
cubicle partitions that had been ingtalled in 1823 as part of their renovation effort. The Guild hes
continued to occupy and maintain the building, and to preserve a significant piece of Falmouth
history to the present time.

During this same period of the 1950s and 1960s, the transition to the modem era was aso
affecting the Methodist Cemetery. The last known buria occurred in 1951, and in the 1960s the
church planned to raise fundsby selling the increasingly lucrative Main Street frontage for
commercia development. This portion of the Ste was subdivided on local assessors mgps, and
remains reinterred a the rear of the cemetery before the plan was abandoned. Thus, both poor
house and cemetery remain among the handful of historic resourcesthat survived the wholesde
transformation of Eagt Main Street to acommercid strip in the second half of the 20th century.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattemsof prehistoric settlement and subsstencein Falmouth and in the Upper Cegpe in
generd are poorly imderstood, any surviving Sites could be significant. UTiiie archaeologica
reseerch has been active throughout much of the Cgpeduri ig most of the 20* century, the Upper
Cape including Falmouth has been neglected during thiseffort. Limited amateur artifact
collections are available for the town, and, when present often lack locational and contextua
information reducing their value for underganding the nature of settlement and changewithin the
town. Limited numbersof professona archaeologica surveysin the town have dsorarely
included substantia excavations and havefocused on their immediate areawith little
interpretation of the role of local Stesand issues of regiona prehistory. The aove information
indicates the systematic Sudy and interpretation of any surviving stesin the town can be
important in better underganding the prehistoric settlement and subsstencein Falmouth andin
the Upper Capelocde. Prehigoric Stesin the Famouth locae can contribute information
relating to anumber of potentia research topics, many of which are directly related to the town's
location inacoadd areaand itsglacia history. Cgpe Cod's human settlement history of
pproximately 11,000 years combined with sea levels consderably lower than today following
leglaciation created an environment in which human populations adapted to changing resources
a first characterized by an inland area which increasingly became coadd as the sea level rose
until it basicaly stabilized gpproximately 5,000 yearsago. Prehigtoric Stesin the FAmouth area
can contribute information relating to Nativetool technologies and the effectsof raw materia
availability. The lack of bedrock lithic source aress on the Cgpe and Falmouth resulted in Native
peoples trading for raw materials or adapting to cobbie technologies and exploitation of lithic
ources available inloca glacia outwash. Prehigtoric dtesin the Poor Houselocale may contain
information indicating the extent to which locally available outwash deposts were used as source
aress for local tool manufecture.

o Q
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Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to document the early
growth of the town's Methodist Society and itsrelationship to the town's treetment of the poor in
the 19* and 20* centuries. Further documentary research combined with archaeologica survey
and testing of the cemetery property can determine the location of stmctural remains related to
the 1811 Methodist Meetinghouse and occupationd feetures related to itsuse. Archaeologicd
testing can aso determine the location of unmarked gravesreported in the cemetery, possibly in
its reer area. Detailed andysis of these resources can help better undersand the growth of the
Methodist Society in Famouth and the roleit played in the development of the town's Poor
Farm and generd treatment of paupers Similar documentary reseerch and archaeologicd testing
of the Poor Farm property can provide detailed information on the town's trestment of the poor
and the role Falmouth played in the generd trend towards the classification of the poor that was
occurring nationally inthe 19 century, amovement in which Massachusettswes a leaeder.
Information may aso be present indicating the extent to which Methodistswere o involvedin
this movement.

(continued)
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Significant Dates

ca 1769
1801

1803-1807

1812-1813

ca 1809
1811

Poor House building consgmcted as the Peter Yost Tave;

town voted to have three Overseers of the Poor and to empower themto "hire a
house";

town voted againg renta or purchase of aPoor House;

Peter Y ost taverm was purchased by town and moved to present Site in Flmouth
Village to centraize and upgrade facilities for poor and otherwise dependent
citizens,

establishment of Methodist Cemetery;

constmction of Methodist Church adjacent to Cemetery;

town's poor numbered 69; existing building subdivided into 24 cubicles, eech
measuring 8' x 8';

16' X 18 bam was congmcted to promote self-sufficiency;
Methodist church building moved west on Main Stredt;

resdents of Poor House began to produce goods for sae;

20" X 17 reax €ll built to house insane, refractory, and unmanagegble

refurnishing and numerous repairsto Poor House, some residents boarded a date
hospital and reform school.

agricultural capacity of Poor House/Farm enhanced by adding hen house and
yard, ahog house, new and repaired fences, dterationsto the 1824 bam;

Poor House renamed Town Infirmary;ftmctionedlike nursing home

municipal use of Poor House/Town Infirmary ceased; building rented to Falmouth
Artists' Guild. Some graves in Methodist Cemeatery dose to Main Strest moved
when church planned to sdll portion of Ste; never done.

(end)
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name  Town of Famouth / John Wedey Mehodig Church. Inc.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property include the Falmouth Poor House and adjacent
Methodist Cemetery. The Poor House building occupies the southwest comer of alarge 134
aoelot. Inthe case of the Poor House, the nomination is confined to the building andits
immediate environs as defined by Main Street (south) and paved accesd circulation roads (north
and eedt). These boundaries maintain smal aress of turf on both sdesof, and in front of the
building. Two treesonthe front lawn areaand one near the southwest comer, help to maintain
and enhance historic character.

In addition to the Poor House and portion of its ot as described above, the nomination includes
the Methodist Cemetery which abuts the Poor House lot onthe west Sde. The boundary
conforms to the north, south, and west cemetery ot lines.

The boundaries of the proposed Falmouth Poor House and Methodist Cemetery nomination are
shown on the attached Town of Falmouth assessors mgps (sheet 39, 1" = 200, corrected through
1/1997; shet 47B; 1" = 100 corrected through 1/1997).

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the nominated property include the Poor House and Methodist Cemetery for
two reesons. Oneistheir dose early historical association. The other recognizes that they are
rare 19th century survivors on Ead Main Stregt, an areathat has evolved into atypical
commercid stripinthe mid to late 20th century. These adjacent properties reinforce eech others
ability to transmit an image of the padt in an area that otherwise retains few sgns of the pre-
modem era
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Ms. Carol Shull
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Depatment of theInterior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination for:
Poor House and Methodist Cemetery, 744 Main Street, Falmouth (Bamdatable Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and haes been sgned by the
SaeHigtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Local Government
community of Falmouth were notified of pending State Review Board condderation 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Mary Lou Smith, Chair, Fmouth Historical Commission
VirginiaValiela, Char, FAmouth Board of Sdectmen
John Wedey Memoria Church, Inc., 270 Gifford Street, Flmouth
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant
Ann Sears, 96 Locust Street, Falmouth

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website  wvvw.magnet.gate maus/sec/mhc



