


7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The proposed Old Cambridgeport d i s t r i c t was the s i t e of the i n i t i a l 
development n o r t h of Massachusetts Avenue i n Cambridgeport, and contains 
some of the ol d e s t houses remaining i n t h a t s e c t i o n of the c i t y . During 
180 5-06, generous one hundred f o o t square house l o t s were sold by Andrew 
Boardman on Washington and Cherry S t r e e t s ; however, e a r l y growth was 
sparse, and was l i m i t e d by the f a i l u r e o f the Broad Canal development' 
caused by the Embargo of 180 7. 

Several Federal houses remain i n the area, a l l i n moderately good 
states of p r e s e r v a t i o n . Notable among them i s the Margaret F u l l e r house 
of 1807, which i s of exceptional a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i ­
cance. I n a d d i t i o n , there are a number of important Greek Revival houses. 
This was a prosperous, conservative neighborhood and contained the r e s i ­
dences of such s u b s t a n t i a l c i t i z e n s as the Reverend Thomas Wittemore 
(#288 Washington S t r e e t ) and the h i s t o r i a n Lucius Paige (296 Washington 
S t r e e t ) . 

Samuel P. P. Fay House (1805), 172 Harvard Street (Amos Ramsdell,  
housewright) 

The Fay House i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
Samuel Fay, a prominent Cambridge c i t i z e n . The house was b u i l t on 
land o r i g i n a l l y owned by Andrew Boardman. The s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t 
by Amos Ramsdell, a l o c a l housewright, f o r Fay, who l i v e d there 
froiBS|l^(?6' t o 1815. Fay was a Judge of Probate and a c t i v e i n com-
m u n i ^ ^ a f f a i r s . He was a member o f the Committee t o Protest the 
Embargo Act i n 1807. Along w i t h Francis Dana and Royal Makepeace, 
he wrote and signed a l e t t e r t o the President d e s c r i b i n g the economic 
hardship imposed by the Embargo Act on the resi d e n t s of Cambridge. 
Fay was also a member of the committee which opposed the b u i l d i n g 
of a highway across the Common, and the committee i n charge o f the 
b u i l d i n g of a new town house i n 18 30. I n a d d i t i o n , he was a warden 
of C h r i s t Church from 183 3 t o 1840, a Governor's c o u n c i l l o r , a 
r f p r e s e r i t a t i v e i n the General Court, and a C i t y Alderman. 

'-p-'^ .„ A^ 
* (continued) . • 

8. Bflmogfaphy and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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HALES MAP OF CAMBRIDGE, 1830 
CAMBRIDGEPORT SECTION 



7. CAMBRIDGEPORT SHORELINE AND ROAD DEVELOPMENT 
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18. CAMBRIDGEPORT LAND USE IN 1865 
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