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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Academy Hall is a 24-story, white-clapboarded building measir- 
ng 40 f by 30 f at ground level. The upper floors overhang the 
ast gable end by 10 f , the overhang being supported at its front 
orners by plain wooden posts. The area beneath the overhang is 
aved with concrete.

The building is entered through three doors located inside the 
verhang. Each is a single, multi-panel door surmounted by a 
our-light transom. The left-hand door opens into a tiny hall 
rhich leads directly into what was once the first-floor classroom 
ust off the hall, to the left, is a small bathroom. The middle
door enters a cloakroom-vestibule which also leads to the class- m

m 
coom. The right-hand door opens into a small hall from which
tairs climb to the meeting hall on the second floor. Doors lo- 
ated near the base of the stairs open into the classroom and in- 
o the woodshed. The west gable end is equipped with a fire es- 
ape which descends to ground level from a door opening into the ^ 
apstairs meeting hall. n

The medium gable roof overhangs the gable ends and features H 
>lain, boxed cornices with return. The roofing consists of tar- 
>aper shingles. A single, brick chimney is offset left, toward 
he west gable end. The gable ends, classroom, and upstairs ^ 
aeeting hall are well-lighted by large, double sash, 4-pane win- 
lows. Smaller, single-sash windows open into the bathroom.

Extending 35 f from the northeast corner of the building is a 
'-story shed. The second floor, which overhangs the first by 10 
»ontains a small kitchen and dining room. A trapdoor and stairs 
.ead to the lower floor which originally housed a privy and wood­ 
shed but is now used for ordinary storage.

The triangular lot on which the building sits includes a tree- 
shaded yard and gravel parking area. A well is located within 
!0 f of the building. Academy Hall is in poor condition sills 
lagging, paint peeling, and shingles missing. Many windows have 
>een broken. Interior wall plaster has broken off; the downstair
loors have buckled. The shed and classroom, which are unlocked 

_________Continued on Continuation Shoot 1  
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7 DESCRIPTIONand easily entered from the outside, are littered with newspapers
and trash. The building is highly vulnerable to arson and vandal­ 
ism.
Original Appearance, Though no clear description remains of the 
original appearance, it is evidentethat the building has under­ 
gone important modifications over the years. Originally located 
on Garland's Hill near Salisbury Heights, it was moved to its 
present site in what was formerly called "South Road Village" in 
ISOS^t which time the fire places were removed and replaced with 
stoves, the lower-floor classrooms combined into one, and the 
downstairs ceiling lowered. Later the ceiling was restored to 
its original height and the floors replaced. In 1883, the up­ 
stairs classrooms were combined to form a meeting hall and the upj 
floor projected outward to provide additional space. A photograpl 
taken around 189© shov/s Academy Hall with a single-story shed, no 
windows in the area of the bathroom, and a medium gable, hipn 
shaped roof. It appears also that there was once a row of
windows on the north wall of the first-floor classroom which i 
were laterr ripped out and the spaces boarded over.

1
John J. Dearborn, The History of Salisbury. New Hampshire  

From Date of Settlement to the PresenT Time(Manchester, NH: 
William E."Moore, 1890),~09-211; photograph found among records 
of Bartlett Grange.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Agriculture; From its founding in November 1884 until 1965, Bartf 
lett Grange #104, Patrons of Husbandry, used the upstairs hall 
regularly for its meetings, and in 1961 bought the building from

the Salisbury School District. In the years when agriculture wa 
mainstay of the town's economy, the Grange offered local farm- 
rs an important opportunity for recreation and education. Meet 
ings featured discussions of such topics as the best means of 
applying superphosphate fertilizer, "The Farm Home and Its Sur­ 
roundings", "Harvesting Corn and Curing Fodder", and "The Plea­ 
sure and Profit of Horse Raising". Grange fairs, harvest suppers 
and entertaining literary programs gave members a chance to
:?elax, improve their minds, andxrbo meet the neighbors in a con- i 
;enial social setting.
Education; In December 1795, pursuant to petitions signed and
Submitted by the voters of Salisbury, the New Hampshire Stats 
r building 
legislature incorporated Salisbury Academy. A 2-storv/was' erected
<md classes began some months later in 1^96. After a few pros­ 
perous years, the school was closed for lack of students. In 
806, the building was acquired and moved to its present locatioi|i 
by the South Village School District. From 1806 until 1959, the 
first floor housed the village primary school and was called the
South Road School."2

The Academy, whose charter was renewed in 1808, used the
isecond floor classrooms, and continued for a long period there­ 
after, during which, says the town historian,"it gained and sus­ 
tained a reputation for good scholarship and excellence in all 
:.ts departments." But decay set in, and once again the school

Continued on Continuation Sheet 2
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18. SIGNIFICANCE. Education(cont.)

was closed. A third charter was obtained in 1859. A broadside 
printed in August 1864 announces the upcoming fall term, with in­ 
struction to be offered in the "primary branches, common English 
branches, higher English branches, Latin, French, Greek, and book­ 
keeping." But the third attempt also ended in failure, when, prob­ 
ably not long afterwards, the Academy closed its doors for the last 

time.
Political; Though Daniel Webster was born and grew up on a homestea 
within four miles of the Academy, there is no sure evidence and it 
appears quite doubtful that he attended its classes. The school's 
first principal, Thomas 6nase(d. 1807), who, for many years prior 
to his appointment, had taught in the district schools of Salisbury 
was one of Webster's first teachers,but it appears from Webster's 
own account that he had enrolled in Phillips Academy, Exeter, by 
the time Salisbury Academy finally opened. 4"

Webster's brother Ezekiel(1780-1829) studied at the Academy for 
two terms before entering Dartmouth in 1801, and went on to become 
one of New Hampshire's most reputable lawyers. Another distinguished 
alumnus, Ichabod Bartlett(1786-1853), who, too, entered the legal 
profession, served several terms in the New Hampshire Legislature, 
where he was elected Speaker of the House in 1821, and was three 
times elected to Congress(1823-1829).

1
Bartlett Grange #104(Salisbury, N.H.),"Secretary's Minutes," 

November 22, 1884, May 14, June 15, 1885, August 19, 1886, November 
27, 1890; Merrimack County Registry of Deeds, Vol. 877, p. 51;Sali£t- 
bury, N.H*, Annual Report, 1960, 48.

2
John J. Dearborn, The History of Salisbury, New Hampshire, 

From Date' : o.f^Settlement to the PresenT Time(Manchester,NH; William 
IJTTfoore, T8"90;, 207-211; "Salisbury ScEooT District Records?(2 
vols., New Hampshire Historical Society Library),!, March 23, June 
13, 1805, March 26, December 13, 1806; Salisbury, N.H., Annual Re­ 
port ,1957, 55-60, 1959, 56, 1960, 48.
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Dearborn, 0£. cit.,207-210; Salisbury Academy, Folder(New 
- Hampshire Historlcal'To'ciety Library).

4Claude Moore Fuess, Daniel Webster(2 vols., Boston: Littl 
Brown, & Co., 1930), I, 23-24, 32; Peter Harvey, Remin iscences
J-IJ. WTO.1., VA/ V/W . , I ^ Sv / , ••- F —— »' ~~'J -J —— W _ ._ v r B^^f^w^BB^Bmfm^mtm^i^i

and Anecdotes of flaniel Webster(Boston; Little, Brown, & Co., 
T55fcl t -17; Walter Lewis, ed.. Speak for Yourself, Daniel—A Lif i 
of Webster in His Own Words(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,196^)7 575:————~ —— ——

5 
Fuess r ££. cit., 64; Dearborn, op. cit.453-436, 835-836
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

10.2 UTM References 
Zone 19
Easting: 2-80-050 
Northing: 48-06-400
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