FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Fall River, Mass.

Address Joseph's Street

Name former St. Joseph's Orphanage

Present u= Mt. St. Joseph's School
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left sde of form

Photo number
Present owner &. Joseph's Orphans Hare Cor]
3. Description: 4 st. w/basement & mansard
" Date 1892 t e
Source Bldg. Permit #51
Style Second Bnpire
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Louis G. Destremps
in relation to nearest cross streets ad
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brick, granite
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features granite basament story; marble
<! sills; high convex mansarf roof; copper
co cupola; dentilled cornice
two adaitions 1917, 1923
X Altered main entrance Date 1930
LiLy Moved Date
CO _
5. Lotsize: 84,460 sq. ft.
Ore acreor less X Over one acre
N Approximate frontage
I\M\I SI Approximate distance of building from street
6. Recorded by Patricia Giza
|' Ne' o<e:

Organization FROHP
Date October 1, 1982

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) St. Joseph's Orphanage

. Tpresent Nolre

10.

Original use A o™h"nage
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates school after 1963-64

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal v Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education X Religion "'~
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ * o

The Arts ;' settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication i Military ;' humanitarian X
Community development X Political Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of t henes checked above)

"' St. Joseph's Orphanage i sa large, inposing 4 story brick structure built
the Second Enpire Style, vd.txthedesign focused on tdiecentral section withits

hi gh convex mansard & copper cupol a.

Founded by Rev. Msgr. Jean-Alfred Prevost, then pastor of Notre Dane Church
M. St. Joseph's was known as L' Qrphelinat St. Joseph. | nanswer toan appeal by
hi s parishioners v*o sought help for sone 75 French orphans i nt heFlint neighborhood,

Msgr. Prevost opened theinstitution on June 9, 1890.

Originall e or phanage was housed i na two story fraire building viiere the
Eane School stands now.

In tHeearly days, the Sisters of Charity collected noney fron Notre Dane
and ot her Franco- Anerican parishes and begged frcmdoor t odoor throughout the .'

area t o keep t he hone operating.

In 1891 after a fund raisingdrive t ocollect $40,000.00, Louis G Destrenps,
a Fall River architect v*o specialized i nCatholic ecclesiastical work anda
nenber of Notre Dane parish was hired t o design the structure. Aromd 1915t he new
bui l di ng housed about 400 children and was al ready over-crowded. I\Wo neww ngs
were added, onei n1917 andone i n1923. During the years when i t was an or phanage,
up until 1964, Mount St. Joseph's was hone for over 20,000 children, sonetines
as many as 500 at onetine. Many of these children went on t o beccne pronanent
citizens i navariety of different fields.

Al t hough many people still teid tothink of M. St. Joseph's School as"a
French School ", 1t hasinfact a uni que popul ati on of students who core not onl
fromFal |l R ver but fron other states andcountries. At onetine theschool was

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as |ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early nmaps, etc.)

Fall River and|tsPoints of Interest, 1896 p. 35 (nane of architect) "

Fal | River Herald News, March 25, 1974 p. 3

Bl dg. Dept.: St. Joseph's O phanage, March 25, 1892 #51, brick & stone orphanage.
Mason St. 70x120 50, 000

Vter Dept.: St. Joseph's Ophanage, Dec. 8, 1892, #5617

Bl dg. Dept.: St. Joseph's Orphanage, April 1, 1930 #91, brick and stone, main
entrance t o hone 29x25,. 2st, $6000, Sanuel Boucher
St. Joseph's O phanage, June 16, 1930, #299, brick additionf or
| aundry 36x50, 1st. $6000,' Sanmuel Boucher

AtJ.as 1895  shown



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmuni ty: For mNb:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C(>MISSON Fal| River, Mass. K-15-5
Office of the Secretary, Boston "o
Property Nang: ™ Q™ ™~ Joseph's

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. ;.
9. Historical significance  Cont'd ' : o o MeTAM

for French gpeaking catholics. The Sisters of Charity still operate the school,
ch_:hhaIthough part of the diocesan system, is not directly associated with any
parish.

As a distinctive exanple of its style, carefully-crafted and well-preserved,
and as an inportant Fall River social institution, St. Joseph's Orphanage meets
criteria A and Cof the National Register, individually.

St. Joseph's Orphanage forms a major element within the French-Canadian Notre
Dare parish, wWiich wes established in 1874. Although the church complex
contained six interrelated properties, because the cathedral burned in 1982
only the three most significant components to survive are being noiiinated

to the National Register. These structures remain a major symbols of the
church's role in the canmunity.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area
State
Mrimi'r.of ion/Type of Review Date/Sgnature
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC FLALES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET:

wmwdum
Nationat Park Service o o
-‘““m-an‘&im RevTéi'

St. Joseph's Orphanage (Fall River MRA)
Bristol County

MASSACHUSETTS .
o - o Working No. j/ééd'/éd~
: Fed. Reg. Date; __ 2> 7 FY

- Date Due: '7’/3/!7‘ 2243

‘Actlon: __—ACCEPT.2Ze/5>

— resubmission —— RETURN

— Nomination by person or iocsl government — REJECT

—-— Owner objection : Federal Agency:
appeal ‘ ’

Substantive Review: / mple ___request . appeal _. NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom. /Crit 144‘?%/ A
(e |

Reviewer

. ’ Discipline____4 /*

Date Q’JM N

— 800 continuation sheet

R

Nomination returned for: ___ technical corrections cited below
: —SUbDstantive reasons discusssd below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Publie Aoguisition Asssesible

4. Owner of Property

_. 5. Location of Legal Description

e

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

g this preperty beon gutermined oligihle? ___ ye8 ..M
7. Description .
“-. Chesh ane Chesh ene
p— — G0tOTiOTRted ___ uneitered ey
p— ] pu— p— —— Sved -t .
p— p—-

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

- 8lterations/integrity
- _ dates

boundary selection




8. Significance

mitlwmmc mk nt jumtHy |

#Mme *mtm»

ttummmmmt ml titmUlmmmmm (In MM pmimm”kt

summary paragraph -yy
completeness n
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

M.i*mf of nominatwl propany .
QuMlIranQlv nmmm
UMT Rdwicas

*mmeri®lon Mt iustHtcatlon

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Th* cvaluaMd ilgnlflcanc* ol thl* propany wmiin tha stata ia:

national atata local

Mata Hlatortc I»raaarvatlon OWicar aignatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued

to

attached

Phone:

sheet

*y

VLBt

202

272 - 3504









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

4.
Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



