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1. Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Address Joseph's Street 

Name former St. Joseph's Orphanage  

Present use Mt. St. Joseph's School 

Present owner St. Joseph's Orphans Hare Cor] 

3. Description: 4 st. w/basement & mansard 

Date 1892 ' ' ''• 

Source Bldg. Permit #51 

Style Second Bnpire 

Architect Louis G. Destremps 

Exterior wall fabric brick, granite 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features granite basement story; marble 

s i l l s ; high convex mansarf roof; copper 

cupola; dent i l led cornice 
two adaitions 1917, 1923 

Altered main entrance Date 1930 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 84,460 sq. f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

_̂  Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

6. Recorded by Patricia Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date October 1 , 1982 



7. Original owner (if known) St. Joseph's Orphanage 

. Original use A o^h^nage 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates school a f t e r 1963-64 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal v 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts ;' 
Commerce 
Communication i 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military ; ' 
Political 

X 
Recreation 
Religion '.'~i 
Science/ * ... 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

' ' St. Joseph's Orphanage i s a large, inposing 4 story brick structure b u i l t i n 
the Second Enpire Style, vd.t± the design focused on t±ie central section with i t s 
high convex mansard & copper cupola. 

* Founded by Rev. Msgr. Jean-Alfred Prevost, then pastor of Notre Dane Church ' ' ' 
Mt. St. Joseph's was known as L'Qrphelinat St. Joseph. In answer to an appeal by 
his parishioners v*o sought help for some 75 French orphans i n the F l i n t neighborhood, 
Msgr. Prevost opened the i n s t i t u t i o n on June 9, 1890. 

Originally the orphanage was housed i n a two story fraire building v*iere the 
.Tpresent No1:re Dame School stands now. 

In t±ie early days, the Sisters of Charity collected money fron Notre Dane 
and other Franco-Anerican parishes and begged frcm door to door throughout the . ' , 
area to keep the home operating. 

In 1891 after a fund raising drive to collect $40,000.00, Louis G. Destrenps, 
a Fall River architect v*o specialized i n Catholic ecclesiastical work and a 
member of Notre Dame parish was hired to design the structure. Aromd 1915 the new 
building housed about 400 children and was already over-crowded. IVro new wings 
were added, one i n 1917 and one i n 1923. During the years when i t was an orphanage, 
up u n t i l 1964, Mount St. Joseph's was hone f o r over 20,000 children, sonetines 
as many as 500 at one tine. Many of these children went on to beccne pronanent 
citizens i n a variety of different fiel d s . 

Although many people still teid to think of Mt. St. Joseph's School as "a 
French School", it has in fact a unique population of students who core not only 

^, from Fall River but fron other states and countries. At one tine the school was y.. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . 
Fa l l River and i t s Points of Interest, 1896 p. 35 (name of architect) " ' ^ 
Fall River Herald News, March 25, 1974 p. 3 
Bldg. Dept.: St. Joseph's Orphanage, March 25, 1892 #51, brick & stone orphanage. 

Mason St. 70x120 50,000 
•. Water Dept.: St. Joseph's Orphanage, Dec. 8, 1892, #5617 

Bldg. Dept.: St. Joseph's Orphanage, Apr i l 1, 1930 #91, brick and stone, main ' 
entrance to home 29x25,. 2st, $6000, Samuel Boucher 
St. Joseph's Orphanage, June 16, 1930, #299, brick addition for 
laundry 36x50, 1st. $6000,' Samuel Boucher 

AtJ.as 1895: shown . . 
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9. Historical significance Cont'd ' : • • ''•'~'A"' 

for French speaking catholics. The Sisters of Charity s t i l l operate the school, 
vMch although part of the diocesan system, i s not directly associated with any 
parish. 

As a dis t inct ive exanple of i t s s tyle , careful ly-crafted and well-preserved, 
and as an inportant Fa l l River social i n s t i t u t i o n , St. Joseph's Orphanage meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register, indiv idual ly . 

St. Joseph's Orphanage forms a major element within the French-Canadian Notre 
Dame parish, v\*iich was established i n 1874. Although the church complex 
contained six interrelated properties, because the cathedral burned i n 1982 
only the three most s ignif icant components to survive are being noiiinated 
to the National Register. These structures remain as major symbols of the 
church's role i n the canmunity. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Keeper ^//^/j;} j ^ J ^ 
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Entered in tKe Attest 
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Y Y - ' " - : y • ^ ^ m & ^ O i ^ B U ^ Attest ..• y _ . • 
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8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 
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9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

M.i*mf of nomlnatwl propany . 
QuMlranQlv nmmm 
UMT R d w i c a s 

*mmerî lon mm* iustHtcatlon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Th* cvaluaMd ilgnlf lcanc* ol th l* propany wmiin tha stata ia: 

national atata local 

Mata HIatortc l»raaarvatlon OWicar aignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 
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