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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Essex Institute museum and library with the six historic buildings and
outbuildings, all on contiguous property, form an historic district. It is bounded to j-
the south by Essex Street, to the east by Washington Square West and to the north by]
Brown Street. The Massachusetts National Guard Armory forms the western bounda
This district covers about two acres.

Facing Essex Street to the east of the Armory are the two main Institute buil-
dings, the one on the left housing the officesand collections and the other containing
the library. These buildings, both of which are red brick with low hip roofs and
massive bracketed cornices, were built in 1857 and 1851 respectively. Formerly
separate, they are now joined by a 1907 one-bay brick structure, which contains the
main entrance, those inthe other buildingseither removed or closed off.

The 1857 structure (134 Essex Street) was influencedby the Italian yilla style.
It is two stories high (the second floor equal in height to two full floors and" containing
the large exhibition room and gallery). On the three-bay front facade the long windowb
of the second floor are round-headed. Onthe first floor two smaller windows, headec
by segmental arches, are separated by a large granite arched window, formerly the
front entrance. Thisis centered in a slight projectionand has a balustraded balcony,
over which is a shelf-likeprojection which continues as a cornice between the two
stories.

The adjoining 1851 library (132 Essex Street) to the east of the connecting,
unit, is an equally imposing five-bay, three story structure, built inthe Renaissance
Revival style, with sandstone corner quoins and trim. The windows on the first and
second floorsare headed by heavy entablatures while those on the third floor iiave
segmental arches with keystones. Both the second and third floor windows are set
above string courses. The original center entrance with its colonnaded porch is still
present but no longer in use.

/

To the east of the library is the Federal style Gardner-Pingree House.
Designed by Samuel Mclpitire in 1804 at 128 Essex Street, it is a National Historic
Landmark. The front yard is enclosed by an intricate cast iron fence. Inthe rear is
the original 1 1/2 story brick barn with hipped roof which houses inits stalls part of
the Institute's transportation collection.

Next, onthe corner, is the Crowninshield-Bentley House (126 Essex Street),
its front facade facing Essex Street with Washington Square West to the east. This
2 1/2 story building, built in 1727, was moved here from across the street in 1960.
It is clapboarded with a gambrel roof one bay deep, a pitched roof extension on the
east rear and a "Beverlyjog," three floorsin height, on the west side and rear. The
front facade has three dormers inthe forward slope of the gambrel, five bays on the
second floor and four bays with a pedimented center entrance on the first floor. The
two chimneys are located inthe upper slope onthe rear side of the gambrel, set in
about eight feet from each end. Like the aforementioned buildings, this property is
also enclosed by a low cast iron fence at the sidewalk line.

Behind the Crowninshield-Bentley House, facingon Washington Square, is the
three story brick Andrew-Safford House at #13 Washington Square West. Whenit
was built in~18, it was said to be the most expensive private residence inNew

[continued]
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7. Description Essex Institute Historic District

England. On the front facade the house is five bays wide, each window shuttered and
topped with a granite lintel and keystone. The elaborate front portico has three Corin-
thian columns supporting a curved and balustraded roof. Above this is a Palladian
window which has a semi-elliptical wooden fan above the lintel instead of the more usua
semi-circular light. On the south facade of the main block beyond the first two bays,
the wall is indented about ten feet, forming a three story porch whose roof is supported
by four elongated fluted columns, 32 feet high. Local lore maintains that these wooden
columns are filled with salt.

Above the cornice the hipped roof has a finely detailed balustrade set with afan
design, as inthe Palladian window, alternating with groups of turned balusters.
Another simpler balustrade crowns the peak of the roof. There are two inside end
chimneys inthe main section of the house and three more in the rear extension. The
original stable and brick-walled stable yard still exist to complete the picture of early
19th century urban living.

In the garden behind the Institute are several buildings. The most important,
the 1684 many-gabled John Ward House, is a National Historic Landmark.

Between the Ward House and the Institute headquarters is the Vaughan Doll
House, a clapboard, 1 1/2 story structure containing one room. It has a steep pitched
roof with the simple entrance on the east gable end. The windows are narrow with
leaded mullions. The 17th century frame is believed to iiave originally supported an
early Quaker Meeting House.

The remaining building in the garden area is the 11/2 story Lyie-TaEley Shoe
Shop, measuring 12 x 14 feet and built c. 1800. It too contains one room within its
clapboard walls and the roof has a shallow pitch, interrupted by a chimney on the south
end. The entrance is on the east facade and the windows are 8 over 8 on the ground
floor level and 6 over 6 inthe gables.

The grounds behind the Institute surrounding the period houses extend north to
Brown Street and are beautifullylandscaped with appropriate planting. Though there
are two graveled parking lots, they are inconspicuous because of the hedges and
flowering trees. These Louise Crowninshield gardens form a vital part of the whole
complex.

8. Significance — Continued

y
Directly behind the main buildings, surrounded by formal gardens, are three
smaller structures. The largest of these is the Ward House, built by John Ward, a —
currier (leather dresser) in 1684 on St. Peter Street. It lias been designated a
National Landmark.

To the southwest of the Ward House is the Vaughan Doll House, a small
structure which, according to tradition, is framed with the beams of the first Quaker
meeting house in Salem, built in 1688. It was moved to its present location in 1860,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Essex Instituteis a collection of books and manuscripts, portraits and
paintings, furnitureand furnishings, and period houses. It contains, inthe words of
its charter, the authentic memorials relating to the civil history of Essex County and
of the eminent men who have resided within its limits from the first settlement through
the 19th century. It thus provides more materials for an accurate history of this
part of our Commonwealth than may be found in any other single place. Founded in
1848 by the joining together of the Essex Historical Society and the Essex County
Natural History Society, the Instituteis housed in imposingbrick buildingsdating
from the 1850's.

u

In additionto the main buildings, the Essex Institute owns eight historic
® structures, two of which are on Federal Street and are not included in this certifi-
J- cation. The remainder are all on property contiguous to the main building.

Z Immediately to the east is the Gardner-Pingree House, built for John Gardner

at 128 Essex Street in 1804. It is considered to be one of the finest examples of the
work of Samuel Mclntire, Salem architect, builder and woodcarver, representing his
mature work inthe fully developed neo-classical Federal style. This house has been
designated a National Historic Landmark.

Next door, onthe corner, isthe Crowninshield-Bentley House. This hand-
some gambrel roofed house was built in 1727 for John Crowninshield. At least four
generations of his famous mercantile family lived here over a period of 105 years.
The Reverend William Bentley, clergyman, scholar and diarist, boarded here from
1791 to 1819. Pastor of the East Church in Salem, the Reverend Bentley was deeply
involved inthe intellectual and political life of the community. Hisdiary, published
in four volumes by the Essex Institute, gives arich account of life in Salem at the
turn of the 19th century. As aresult of additions and renovations before 1800, this
house presents the consecutive styles of 18th century architecture, which are echoed
in the period furnishings. The history of the house comes to life in Crowninshield
and Bentley heirlooms.

Behind the Crowninshield-Bentley House, facingWashington Square, is the
Andrew-Safford House at 13 Washington Square West. Built in 1818 for John Andrew
a Salem merchant engaged inthe furtrade with Russia, this brick house, with its
four large wooden columns on the south side porch, is one of the most impressive
Federal style buildingsin Salem. The original stable, walls and fences still exist

to complete the picture of early 19th century urban living. With the other great
houses still standing it gives scale and beauty to Washington Square.

[continued]
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ore of the earliest examples of historic preservation inthe country. The building was
remodeled in 1946 to display the fine collection of dolls, children's toys and doll
furniture presented to the Essex Institute by Mrs. Henry Vaughan.

Between the Doll House and the Ward House is the Lyle-Tapley Shoe Shop. This
building dates from the 1830's and represents the important local shoe industry during
its handcrafting period, 1750-1850. The building was moved here from Lynn in 1910.
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May 25, 1972
National Register of Historic Places
Room 3207-A
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005 CERTIFIED MAIL

Attention: Miss Mary Means - Urgent
Dear Sirs
Enclosed is the National Register submission for:

Essex County, Salem, Massachusetts, Essex Institute Historic District.

This property has been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by Secretary
of the Commonwealth John F, X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

This property is one of our grant applicants for the fiscal year 1973. We
would appreciate your immediate attention to this submission.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W. Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures
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