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1. Name

For NFS use only

,-n 09 i?r
received 

date entered

291987

historic Bayside

and or common same

2. Location

street & number LA HNY 87. just northwest of Jeanerette not for publication

city, town Jeanerette _y_ vicinity of

state -Ibef4a code 22 county Iberia Parish code 045

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
Y YA building(s) A private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/A in process

N/A being considered

Status
_ X_ occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted
._ yes: unrestricted

no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

_ X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Robert Roane

street & number P. 0. BOX 272

city, town Jeanerette N/A vicinity of state LA 70544

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Iberia Parish Courthouse

street & number Iberia St. (no specific address) P. 0. Drawer 1208

city, town New Iberia state LA 70560

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this properly been determined eligible? _ ' yes no

date 1979 federal _X state county local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state LA



7. Description

Condition
excellent

_ 2L good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
•A. ftrinirifil cito

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Bayside (1850) is a two story brick Greek Revival plantation house located in a 
park-like setting on Bayou Teche near the town of Jeanerette. Despite some alteration, 
the house retains its National Register eligibility.

When viewed from the front, Bayside seems like a straightforward Greek Revival 
plantation house, but it actually has a complex architectural history which is not 
entirely possible to discern. Old pictures show various wings and accretions which 
have disappeared. In addition, there are certain features of the house which may or 
may not be original.

The present pitched roof house has a central hall plan two rooms deep with a double 
parlor on the southeast side. The five bay facade has a colossal Tuscan gallery supporting 
a somewhat meager entablature. The second story gallery has an unusual balustrade formed 
of linked "U" shaped members. Another unusual feature of the house is its central front 
and rear doorways. In most Greek Revival houses the side lights are incorporated with 
the transom and door casing into a single unit, but at Bayside the side lights are 
separately articulated as individual windows.

The interior features shoulder molded openings formed of beveled planks, molded 
ceiling medallions, and panels below the windows. The staircase in the central hall 
culminates in a heavy turned newel post. Evidently some of the doors have been moved 
around, but most appear to be original. Some are of the two panel type, some are of 
the four panel type, and some are double leaf.

The architectural evidence at Bayside is augmented by four old photographs of the 
house in the possession of the present owner. But these do not provide a clear picture 
of the house's architectural development. For example, one of the old photographs shows 
a rear galleried wing appended to the northern corner of the house. From the style, it < 
looks as if this wing could have been an original feature, but because it no longer 
exists, one cannot say. In about 1890 a large semi-octagonal bay was appended to the 
house near the eastern corner. Evidently this contained a single room on each story. 
The only evidence of it today is a framed recess in the rear parlor wall showing the 
location of the door which gave access to the bay room. In about 1900 the aforementioned 
rear wing (which may have been original) was evidently replaced, rebuilt, or incorporated 
into a larger wing. Whatever happened, an early twentieth century photograph shows 
the house with a new larger wing, in the same location, with imbricated shingles and the 
suggestion of a turret. Like the bay, this wing was removed in the twentieth century.

One of the most puzzling aspects of Bayside is its present rear gallery. The rear 
gallery is twice as deep as the front gallery and has its own hip roof, separate from the 
main roof of the house. Because of its peculiar appearance and application to the house, 
one is tempted to conclude that it is not original, but this does not appear to be the 
case. Much of the detailing on the rear gallery is similar to the front gallery. In 
addition, the rear elevation of the house has three upstairs doorways, all of which are 
original. Obviously they must have opened onto some kind of gallery. Evidently the 
present rear gallery staircase was added in the late nineteenth century.
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Another puzzling aspect of the house is its three marble Rococo Revival mantels 
on the ground story. The official history of the house asserts that these mantels 
were installed in the early twentieth century. Although they look salvaged, mantels 
of this sort are not unexpected in a house of the age and size of Bayside. For the 
record, there are two wooden aedicule style mantels upstairs which are obviously 
original to the house. There is also a cast-iron Rococo Revival mantel upstairs 
which is undoubtedly a late nineteenth century addition.

More Recent Changes:

(1) In 1962 a small wing was built on the southeast side.
(2) A small carport has been added on the northwest side of the house.
(3) Most of the upstairs portion of the rear gallery has been enclosed.

Assessment of Integrity:

Despite all of the changes Bayside has undergone, it still retains its principal 
Greek Revival features which establish its importance as an example of the style (see 
Item 3).

To the rear of the property is a brick milk house which could well be contemporaneous 
with the house. It is listed as a contributing element.



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699

__ 1700-1799 
JL 1800-1899
__ _ 1900-

Areas of Significance-
archeology-prehistoi
archeology-historic
agriculture

_JC architecture
__ art 

commerce
communications

-Check and justify below
•ic community planning 

.conservation
economics

_ education
...._._. engineering 
_ - exploration/settlement
_ ._ industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military

__ music 
philosophy
politics/government

_ religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1850 Builder/Architect Builder: FrancisD. Richardson

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

Bayside is locally significant in the area of architecture as one of Iberia 
Parish's finest Greek Revival structures. The statewide comprehensive historic 
structures survey has identified 876 50+ year old buildings in the parish. Although 
the area that became Iberia Parish was fairly well settled by the late 1700's, the 
vast majority of the historic building stock dates from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Typically these consist of bungalows, "vernacular" commercial 
buildings. Queen Anne Revival houses, and plain cottages. The handful of Creole and 
Greek Revival structures represent the architectural cream of the parish. The survey 
identified some twenty-three Greek Revival houses, most of which are galleried cottages. 
Bayside is conspicuous among this group because it is one of only four two story examples, 
Of these,it is one of only two which feature colossal columns. (The other is Shadows-on- 
the-Teche, a National Historic Landmark.) Other noteworthy features include the shoulder 
molded openings, the two wooden mantels, the floor plan, the doors, and the interior 
staircase.



9. Major Bibliographical References___________
Historic Structures Survey, Iberia Parish, State Historic Preservation Office.

Historical data submitted by owner. Copies in file. Old photographs are in possession 
of owner.

10. Geographical Data
@ 6 acresAcreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Please refer to enclosed sketch map. Boundaries 
follow property lines except at the rear, v/here they cut in to exclude a modern pool, 
modern pool house, and modern barn.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff ASSISTED BY OWNER

organization
Division of Historic Preservation 
State of Louisiana date November 1986

street & number P. 0. BOX 44247 telephone 504-922-0358

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

Robert B. DeBlieux 
tme State Historic Preservation Officer

*L^L~
date December 22, 1986

For NFS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

.£n.r^--'i in the
date

of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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