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The Fuller-Baker Log House, located one-half mile west
of Grantsville, Maryland, sits on the north side of U. S.
Route 40, south of the original road bed of the National Road.

The Fuller-Baker Log House is a rectangular log structure
of two stories plus attic. It is presently covered with
'insul-brick' and has porch additions the full length of both
the south and the north elevations. The 'insul-brick' and
porches are to be removed.

Construction is of log planks about eight inches thick;
some are 14 and 16 inches broad and a few are 26 feet long.
The ends of the logs do not protrude, but are trimmed flush at
the corners of the bulldlng. The ends of the log planks are
notched and laid up "crib" fashion, and the crevices between
are chinked with clay plaster and small stones.

A staircase and passageway, partitioned from the middle of
the house, are not original to the building as there is
structural evidence that there was a great central chimney
with fireplaces.

An interior chimney in the east end of the building has
an unexplained masonry formation resembling a fireplace but
standing only two feet above ground level.
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The Fuller-Baker Log House is an example\Bf\a—

dwelling once common on the Allegheny-region frontler. The
Council of the Alleghenies, Inc., recognizing the architec-
tural and historical importance of this log house, purchased
the property in 1968. The Council is restoring the structure
in order to illustrate the way of life of the people who first
settled in the area.

In addition to the building itself, the site has his-
torical significance of national scope. Just north of the
log structure lies the .xroadbed of the National Road, the first
federally financed highway and one of the most important
routes westward in the pre-railroad era. National leaders
like Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay and James K. Polk traveled
the National Road to and from Washington, D. C. The second
event of national importance happened a century earlier. 1In
July of 1755 General Edward Braddock's army, which included
American soldiers, notably the General's aide, Lt. Colonel
George Washington, encamped near the Fuller-Baker Log House
en route west to meet the French forces at Fort DWgE%ap

Thomas Johnson (1732-1819), the first Governor of the
State of Maryland, purchased the lot on which the Fuller-
Baker Log House sits. The tract was one of 460 similarly
sized, fifty-acre lots in what is now (1970) Garrett and
Allegany Counties in Maryland which Johnson purchased at the
same time. The State government created these fifty-acre
tracts, called the Military Lots, out of vacant land west of
Cumberland and gave them to Maryland veterans of the American
Revolution--one lot was to go to each private; four lots to
each officer. 1In 1791, after the initial division of the
land, the State sold the unclaimed lots. Johnson, taking
advantage of the opportunity, bought 23,000 acres within the
Military Lots area including the fifty-acre Military Lot
No. 2206 on which the Fuller-Baker Log House is situated.

After Governor Johnson's death, Military Lot No. 2206
became the joint property of his son Joshua Johnson and

Thomas Hammond. In41833 and 1842 Johnson and Hammond
' SEE CONTINUATION SHEET




Recorders: William D. Morgan, Field Surveyor, Maryland
Historical Trust, P. O. Box 1704, Annapolis,
Maryland, June 1970.

Nancy Miller, Historian, Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland, November 1970.
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

patented 169 Military Lots, including No. 2206.

The house-bears the name of the nineteenth-century owner,
Henry Fuller~(1800-188l1). He was a stone mason who settled in
the area in 1837. Fuller also operated a tavern in nearby
Grantsville. The documentary evidence listed herein suggests
that Henry Fuller occupied the Fuller-Baker Log House.

Local citizens interested in the history of the area have
maintained that, owing to its unusually large size the Fuller-
Baker Log House could have served as a tavern.

#9. REFERENCES continued

Council of the Alleghenies, "The Fuller-Baker Log Ho
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files of the Maryland Historical Trust.

(December 1958), 477-479, 481-482.
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Braddock, ..., Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincotty, 1856.
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Fuller-Baker Log House (the Log House)

STREET AND NUM BER:

U. S. Route 40

CITY OR TOWN:;

Grantsville
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Maryland 24 Garrett 023

SOURCE:

. . W
U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map; Grantsville Quadranglgy Md

scaie:  1: 24 000

DATE: 194¢

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
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