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1. Name of Property 

historic name Dennis Village Cemetery (preferred) 

other names/site number Common Burying Ground, East Yarmouth Churchyard 

2. Location 

street & number IVIA Rte. 6A and Old Bass River Road N/A not for publication 

city or town Dennis 

state Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable 

N/A vicinity  

. code 001 zip code 02638 

3. State/Federal Aqencv Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this HTiomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H meets • does not meet the^ational Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

Lnationally • statewide Ottfcally. ( • See continuation sheet for additipnal comments.) 

jrtifying official/Title C ^ H . Metz, State Histori riatur^j^ certifying 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

c Prese*vation Officer Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

(ional Park Service Certification 
I, hepby certify that this property is: 

I entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 



Dennis Village Cemetery 
Name of Property 

Barnstable County, Massachusetts 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_ private 
_X public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

_ building(s) 
_ district 
J( site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing  

1 

Noncontributing 

_building 

sites 

28 

31 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Funerary: Cemetery 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Funerary: Cemetery 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation granite 

walls brick 

roof 

other Gravestones: slate, marble, sandstone 

Fencing: iron and granite 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See continuation sheets 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Dennis Village Cemetery sits in the heart of the village of Dennis, one of five villages that 
comprise the Town of Dennis on Cape Cod. MA Route 6A, or the Colonial Era 'Old Kings 
Highway,' runs close to the northem border of the cemetery grounds. The town of Dennis is 
located midway along Cape Cod, with the Upper Cape to the West and the Lower Cape to the 
east and northeast. It is bounded by Brewster to the east and Yarmouth to the west; Dennis was 
split off from the latter community in 1793. 

The cemetery is located west of the main intersection in the small historic village of Dennis, a 
part of what is known as the Old Kings Highway Historic District. The area is less than a mile 
from Cape Cod Bay beaches and has experienced modest commercial and residential 
development alongside the more historic buildings. Old Bass River Road, a heavily used cross-
Cape road, intersects with Route 6A near the northeast comer of the cemetery grounds (see 
photo #6). Businesses along this portion of Route 6A are located in restored houses or historic-
style buildings. The nearby Dennis summer Playhouse, Cinema, and Fine Arts Museum help 
draw visitors to this area from all over Cape Cod. Separating the cemetery from the intersection 
is the Village Improvement Society's bandstand (20"̂  c.) and the Dennis Union Church (1838), 
as well as part of Fire Station #2 (1955). The Dennis Union Church sits on the northeast comer 
of the land designated as 'cemetery' in the Town Assessor's book but should not be considered 
to be a part of the cemetery. (See Section 10) All other maps separate the church grounds from 
the actual cemetery. 

The property has a diverse and large collection of gravestone art, making it eligible under 
Criterion C. Slates show winged skulls and chembs, portrait stones, willows, ums and flowers, 
and verse (photos #11-20). There are numerous marble stones and a few table monuments. 
Some stones contain verses; the headstone for Micah Chapman (1792), carved by David 
Lamson, contains a variation on the ubiquitous "Stranger" verse: 

(continued) 
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Remember me as you pass by 
As you are now, so once was I 
As I am now, so shall you be 

Prepare for death and follow me 

Reflecting the town's intensive maritime history, the cause of many interments, the 1803 stone of 
brothers Joshua and Lot Sears (aged 23 and 19 years old) contains a poignant reminded of the 
dangers of life at sea: 

Behold our friends; the whirling Storm 
Hath swept us in the deep. 

We liope to rise when Jesus calls 
And in his bosom sleep 

Natural Setting: 

The nine acres of cemetery grounds are composed of four soil types having been formed as 
recently as 15,000 years ago in the last period of glaciation. The undeveloped southeastem 
section is a rocky hill, while the bulk of the cemetery and the burial grounds are sandy flat 
outwash plain. The landscape, with the exception of shrub and lawn grass plantings in newer 
areas, is typical of Cape Cod old field vegetation. Naturally selected cedar trees and pitch pines 
punctuate the landscape, most densely in the oldest sections of the cemetery. The occasional 
planted tree appears throughout the landscape although the site is not heavily treed (photos #3-
4). Lilacs, honeysuckle, beach plum, yucca, and bittersweet are the main components of the 
shrub layer giving way to groundcovers like native mixed grasses, sedums, bearberry, and a 
handful of wildflowers when spared the mower's blade. 

Layout: 

The oldest section of the cemetery, referred to as the burial grounds, is comprised of two 
rectangular sections divided and bordered by grass roads running east-to-west (photo #8). The 
roads are numbered, beginning at the northem end of the cemetery closest to Route 6A and 

(continued) 
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continuing to 10"̂  Avenue near the southem border. These two acres of ancient markers mn 
parallel to the adjacent militia training grounds and Route 6A (photos # 1,10). The oldest 
legible stones, for Mehitable Tobey and John Crowell, date to 1728. Although it is not part of the 
cemetery, the Training Field is historic in its own right, and is commemorated by a plaque 
embedded in a large boulder. 

The section just south of the training grounds consists predominantly of slate markers, with a few 
marble and sandstone markers. With the exception of box tombs (Capt. John Hedge, 1782; and 
the Homes family, 1836) and the occasional obelisk, the markers are tablet-style and stand in 
lines on a north/south axis, facing west. As a mle the older markers are located at the northem 
end of Dermis Village Cemetery, although an occasional modem stone intmdes upon the oldest 
section (c.f Agnes Brigham, 1950,photo #9). A receiving tomb (1875) sits about one third of 
the distance from the east side on the site that was the first meetinghouse (photo #2). A few 
raised, cobblestone, granite, or cement-bordered family plots, including those of the Crowell and 
Howes families, flank the receiving tomb in contrast to the ancient stones, having been 
constmcted after the removal of the meetinghouse in the mid 19"̂  century made space for more 
burials. According to the Historic Expansion Diagram (2002, attached), the meefinghouse was 
located at the northem end of Dennis Village Cemetery, adjacent to the militia training field. 

The section south of the most ancient burial ground, or 2"'' Avenue, is similar in size to the first 
and features rows of marble tablet markers. The south side of this section is laid out primarily in 
raised and bordered family plots dating from the late 1800s to the early 1900s (photo #3). 

3"* Avenue changes markedly in character, consisting of sparsely placed stones within family 
plots. Obelisks are common and are flanked with smaller stones. A few granite markers appear 
but the most common material is marble, representing the late 1800s and early 1900s. The 
stones for Charles (1878) and George (1908) Howes are typical for the period. A square-
columned Strangers Rest monument at the east end of 4"̂  Avenue serves as a general marker for 
unidentified remains, presumably intended for shipwreck victims from the nearby Cape Cod 
coast. 

(continued) 
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The rest of the sections moving south to the southem edge (Avenues 4"̂  through lO"̂ ) of the 
cemetery include family plots with few obelisks and an abundance of tablet stones. The markers 
are mostly granite with some marble and date into the 21^' century. Viet Nam veteran Richard 
Fischer's marker (1995) continues the cemetery's tradition of military burials. The expanded 
area moving east to Old Bass River Road has a heavier density of 20"̂  century markers due to 
smaller plot sizes. The roads in this area are paved as are Avenues 6 through 10 (photo #4). The 
perimeter road on the west border and both entrance roads from Route 6A are paved, while the 
Avenues in the older section are grass (photo #8). 

The entire burial grounds are enclosed with granite post and rail fencing with the exception of 
the hilly, undeveloped southeast comer (photo 4) where modem fencing is evident. Two 
entrances are located along Route 6A, both entrances passing by a strip of land on the north 
border of the burial grounds reserved as the Colonial militia training ground (photo # 5). One 
entrance is located on the east border off Old Bass River Road. A granite post and iron rail fence 
separates the directly abutting church office, outbuildings, and portions of the parking lots from 
the east border of the cemetery (see photo #7). The buildings and stmctures are visible but do 
not distract from the serenity of the cemetery grounds. Excepting the newest expansion area, the 
nearby roads are buffered by structures or open space that decrease the awareness of passing 
vehicles along the busy route. Quiet residential roads forms the southem and eastem border. 
They are separated by a green strip of vegetation and a granite post and iron rail fence. The same 
fence type and green space separates a condominium complex that forms the west border with 
the cemetery (see photo #10). While the condominiums loom heavily on the edge of the 
cemetery in the winter, the trees are high enough to hide the buildings in the warmer months. To 
the north is the historic militia training ground that abuts Route 6A (see photo #9). 

The sole building is the receiving tomb (see photo #2) erected in 1875 as indicated by the 
sandstone keystone in the brick arch. The one-story, one room brick stmcture has a concrete 
floor. The eave consists of wooden molding fascia and soffit with brick dentils and Greek 
Revival pilasters at each comer. A second row of angled brick dentils spans the lower portion of 
the entablature. An old photograph indicates that a cupola/vent sat on the top of the hip roof now 
shingled over with asphalt shingles. A hole in the ceiling on the inside reveals plaster- covered 
lathe boards mounted on the rafters, while another hole in the ceiling indicates where the vent 

(continued) 
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was that connected to the cupola. The plaster ceiling folds down to meet the brick walls. North-
facing arched wooden doors are held closed with a single iron latch and sit above a marble sill. 

The Dermis Village Cemetery is still acfive, and four centuries of Dermis men and women 
currently rest together. Prominently sited, well-maintained, and considered an integral part of 
the town, the cemetery is a valuable historic resource for the community. A 2002 Preservation 
Master Plan provides a guide to the care and treatment of the entire property, compatible with 
existing historic and natural conditions. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded in the Dennis Village Cemetery, sites may 
be present. One site is recorded in the general area (within one mile) in the vicinity of Scargo 
Hill, northeast of the cemetery. Environmental characteristics of the cemetery indicate locational 
criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Nafive 
sites. The cemetery is located on level, well drained sandy outwash plain within 1,000 feet of a 
tributary stream that drains to Chase Garden Creek and related estuarine wetlands. Cape Cod 
Bay is also located approximately one-half mile north of the cemetery, indicating the presence of 
a wide variety of flora and fauna for Nafive subsistence activities in addition to upland resources. 
Given the above information and the size of the cemetery (9.01 acres), and the excavation of 
historic period graves, a moderate potential exists for locating significant ancient Native 
American resources in the cemetery. 

A high potential exists for the recovery of significant historic archaeological resources in the 
Dennis Village Cemetery. Stmctural evidence may survive from the town's first meetinghouse 
(1721) constmcted north of the Josiah Dennis Family markers at the site of the extant receiving 
tomb. The meetinghouse was removed in the mid-1800s and the receiving tomb built in 1875. 
Stmctural evidence may also survive from outbuildings no longer extant, originally associated 
with cemetery maintenance and operations. Archaeological evidence of post-holes indicating 
gateways and fence lines may also exist, dating to ca. 1800 and later. The nofion of fencing in 
cemeteries did not exist until the late 18"" century. Unmarked graves containing stratigraphic 

(continued) 
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evidence of a burial shaft, coffin and skeletal remains, and artifacts may represent an important 
resource type in the cemetery. The earliest stones in the cemetery date to 1728; however, earlier 
stones may have existed. Unmarked graves may result from stones removed by vandalism, 
gravestones broken and/or overgrown, wooden burial markers that have deteriorated, or 
intentionally unmarked graves of Quakers, Native Americans, and paupers, unknowns and other 
indigent persons. Some areas of the cemetery are reported to conspicuously lack stones where 
they would be expected while other areas contain mounded ground surfaces with no stones or 
stone fi-agments suggesting unmarked burials. Town records from 1959 and later indicate the 
filling of sunken graves was common practice, possibly resulting in mounded areas. 
Straightening and resetting of gravestones and other repairs are also frequently mentioned in 
town records. Artifact scatters and distributions may also exist with the boundaries of the 
cemetery. Artifact scatters or "sheet refuse" may exist from funerary related artifacts and other 
personal or cemetery related items randomly distributed in the cemetery. Specific distributions 
of artifacts may also exist related to memorial services and offerings made to specific and groups 
of graves. 

(end) 
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Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

X_ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

_X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_X D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See continuation sheets 

Barnstable County, Massachusetts 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Art 

Social History 

Community Planning and Development 

Period of Significance 

1728-1955 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation, 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 

_ Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

_ Other 
Name of repository: 
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Dennis Village Cemetery is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under 
criteria A and C at the local level. Areas of significance include art, social history, and 
community planning and development. Criteria consideration D applies to this cemetery. 

Under criterion A the burial ground was closely associated with the first church of the East 
Parish of Yarmouth where the town's history and church were intimately linked. The 
Massachusetts Toleration Act of 1839 finalized the separation of church and state, and prompted 
the construction of a new church. Many of the town's earliest settlers were buried here as was 
the town's namesake, representatives from military conflicts from the hidian wars forward to the 
Viet Nam conflict, businessmen, sea captains, numerous people who died at sea, and unsung 
citizens from all walks of life. 

The property has a diverse and large collection of gravestone art, making it eligible under 
criterion C. Slates show winged skulls and cherubs, portrait stones, willows, ums, flowers, and 
verse (photos #11-20). There are numerous marble stones and a few table monuments. 

Dennis Village Cemetery contains a typical early New England burial ground that holds the 
remains or marks the passing of many early citizens of this Cape Cod town. Located in the 
center of present day Dennis Village, its many slate and marble markers are reminders of the 
town's past, and constitute a concise history of Dennis's citizens, their families, occupations, and 
accomplishments. The cemetery illustrates an important development in the evolution of 
graveyard design as it matured during the transition from burial ground to rural cemetery. A 
more formal layout than other town burial sites is reflective of this. 

(continued) 
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Bounded by a Colonial-era militia training ground, the town bandstand, Dennis' Union Church, 
Fire Stafion #2, and a modem condominium complex, the cemetery perimeter is largely define 
by a fence comprised of granite posts connected by three horizontal iron railings, though in rear 
sections more contemporary fencing is used. 

hi 1639, the leaders of Plymouth Colony recognized the need for expansion. The heavily 
wooded peninsula we now call Cape Cod lay to the east and was the next logical land to settle. 
In an area called 'Mattacheeset' by the local Indians, the founding fathers created a town that 
was named 'Yarmouth.' Within Yarmouth was a location the Indians called 'Nobscusset;' much 
of which later became the town of Dennis. 

The earliest settlers of the town settled near water sources and in areas where the land was 
suitable for farming. The area where the Dennis Village Cemetery now sits was flat sandy 
farmland set just south and east of the Colonial militia training ground. The first burials 
probably occurred on comers of family farms. Earlier 1?"̂  century burial sites were often private 
family locations, or were limited by geography (c.f Old South Dennis Cemetery, ca. 1700) or 
religion (c.f Dennis Quaker Cemetery, early 18"̂  century). 

As the population expanded, the area that is now Dennis Village Cemetery became a burying 
ground that was originally called 'East Yarmouth Churchyard.' The oldest remaining still-
legible monuments date to 1728, although a number of unmarked potential burial sites suggest 
that the area was used for burial prior to this date. Burials appeared to have started in what is 
now the center of the northernmost section of the burial grounds and expanded west, east and 
finally to the south. In 1721, inhabitants of this area, the East Precinct of what was then the town 
of Yarmouth, decided to build a meetinghouse. It was constmcted just northeast of the Josiah 
Dennis family markers on the site where the receiving tomb now sits. The Rev. Josiah Dermis 
served the East Precinct for 38 years and was the namesake for the Town of Dennis that would 
be established 30 years following his death. When he died in 1763, he was buried beside his first 
wife and his many children in the East Yarmouth Churchyard where the slates marking their 
passing still stand (see photo 11). 

(continued) 
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The Massachusetts Toleration Act of 1839 separated church and state. The ancient East Parish 
church building was sold to a descendant of Nathan Stone, and a new church built nearby. The 
history of Dennis had, until this point, been closely associated with the East Parish church. Upon 
the dissolution of the East Parish church, town history and its intimate association with the 
church diverged. 

The property is an invaluable source of education in seeing how the early Dermis inhabitants 
lived and died, the effects of Puritan religious beliefs on monument placement and artistry and as 
a registry of the people who made this town home. The stone or lack of one indicates the 
scarcity of material and financial status, as does the carving style and level of intricacy. The 
orientation of the stones indicates a common belief system. The names, titles, and relationships 
listed on the stones offer insight into the livelihood of the town's forebearers, and insight into the 
probable living conditions at the time. It is common to see one male, his multiple wives, and 
many children, often infants, buried together, a telling indication of women's mortality, the 
fragility of life, and society's reaction to the ever-present threat of death. Inscriptions may 
indicate how someone died, and the effect it had on those who commissioned the stone. The 
intricacy and artistry of the stones provide clues as to who was working for whom and what 
styles were influencing early American carvers during that period. In short, the ancient 
monuments outline the history of the town's early inhabitants that is consistent with written 
records. 

Prominent Burials: 

The Dennis Village Cemetery is associated with many of the people important in the early 
formation of the Town of Dennis. The Reverend Josiah Dennis' marker is considered the most 
important because of the name association to the town and the importance of the individual to the 
earliest inhabitants. The Rev. Nathan Stone (1737-1804) succeeded Josiah Dennis as the second 
minister of the East Precinct and is buried alongside his wife Mary (see photo 12). Maj. Micah 
Chapman (1735-1792), a Revolufionary War officer and local Minute Man captain, has a portrait 
stone showing many buttons (an indication of prominence) to mark his passing (see photo 13). 
Asa Shiverick (1790-1861) established the Shiverick boatyard that produced Cape Cod's only 

(continued) 
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clipper ships and was highly respected for workmanship. Captain Seth Crowell (1792-1873), a 
financier of Shiverick clipper ships later in life, represents the war of 1812 during which he was 
captured and spent time in Britain's Dartmoor prison. Seventeen of the twenty mariners lost in 
the Great Gale of 1841 are buried here. Captain Enoch Hall (1814-1849) went to pursue his 
fortune in the Califomia Gold Rush and although drowned there, his marker is here, reflecting 
his ties to the community and his family. Soldiers and patriots from the Indian War to present 
day conflicts are remembered here as are the scores of women and children who passed through 
Dennis, lives otherwise lost to history, save for their gravestones. Prominent Dennis families, 
the Howes, Crowells, Halls, Chapmans, and the Dennises themselves are abundantly represented 
here. 

On May 10, 1797, the 'committee to lay out burying ground near to the North meeting house in 
said Town' wrote a report that established the boundaries of the burial ground. The committee 
consisted of Jeremiah Howes, Peter Sears, Judah Paddock, Daniel Howes, and Daniel Eldridge, 
five of the most prominent citizens of Dennis and their representation signified the gravity of 
their responsibility. 

Jeremiah Howes (1743-1834), locally known as 'Squire Jeremy,' served in the Revolution and 
was Dennis' first town moderator. He led the delegation of representatives chosen from both 
Dennis and Yarmouth to take the appeal for separation to the General Court of Massachusetts 
where it was signed by Govemor John Hancock. 

Peter Sears, Sr. (1743-1802) retired from the sea and kept a store in Dennis, dealing in mm, 
salt, sulphur, molasses, tea, sugar, and the like. He moved to Ashfield in westem 
Massachusetts, and may have lived with his adopted son until his death at age 59. At that time, 
Dennis's American Revolution veterans were given land grants in Ashfield and Hawley in lieu of 
wages for serving in the war. 

Capt. Judah Paddock (1749-1825) was master of the schooner F/ve Sisters. The schooner, 
built at the Crowell Brother's shipyard, carried salt and com to and from Boston. 

(continued) 
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Daniel Howes (1767-1865) was one of the town's most prominent mariners he carried cargo to 
European ports and Russia aboard his schooner Harriet. He was instmmental in incorporafing a 
stone and fimber wharf called Corporation Wharf that was constmcted one mile north of the 
meetinghouse and used by the packet boat to and from Boston as well as the expanding fishing 
fleet. 

Daniel Eldridge (1769-1833) accompanied his brothers Levi, Eli, and Samuel during the large 
migrafion of Dennis residents to Ashfield, MA. ca. 1775. Daniel, unlike most others who 
emigrated, retumed home and married Dinah Hall of Dennis, (see photo 14). 

Both Howes and Daniel Eldridge are buried in Dennis Village Cemetery. 

Early Burials and Carvings: 

Early interments took place near the area between 1̂ ' and 2"'' Avenues, and in the area of the 
receiving tomb, later moving generally south through the cemetery. Thus the oldest plots and 
stones are closer to Route 6A, becoming more recent as one proceeds towards the rear of the 
cemetery. By 1880 the cemetery had expanded to reach 6"̂  Avenue. 

The gravestones are examples of the art of various stone carvers and the emotional expressions 
of the people who commissioned the work. The art and verse on many of the stones are 
particularly poignant in light of the fact that in Puritan times, sudden death, particularly that of 
children, was a fact of life. Given the close association of Dennis with the sea, it is not 
surprising that shipwreck victims are prominent. Patricia Stone (d. 1821) is buried near markers 
commemorating three sons, age 19 to 22, who perished off of Salem in 1815. 

A number of stone carvers' works are represented in the Dennis Village Cemetery. Carvers 
include Ebenezer D. Winslow (see photo 15); Jabez M. Fisher (see photo 16); Davis W. Bowker 
(see photo 17); William Coye, a prominent Plymouth County carver (see photo 18); Nathaniel 
Holmes, considered the first Cape Cod carver (see photo 19); the Later Geyer Workshop; and 
the Later Soule Workshop including Nathan Fobes (see photo 20), Ebenezer Wood, Sr., William 

(continued) 
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Hudson Soule, and William and Josiah Sturgis. A number of the stones attributed to these 
carvers are signed and/or probated in records held by the Bamstable County courthouse. Many 
identified carvers were located off-Cape, as far away as Boston as in the case of John Homer and 
David Lamson (a member of a prolific, multi-generational family of carvers) indicating the 
prominence of the persons being buried and the difficulty of obtaining local carvings. Dermis 
Village Cemetery exhibits a wide ridge of the work of Southeastem Massachusetts carvers. 

Fencing: 

Town records chronicle a series of efforts in the 19"̂  and 20"̂  centuries to fence in various burial 
grounds, an act that serves as an example of a level of community planning. The earliest 
fencing, according to Town records, occurred in the mid 1800s as the April 6, 1840 Town 
Meeting included an article for repairing the fencing "around Burying Ground on the North side 
of said Town." On Feb. 11, 1856, the selectmen were to visit all the "public burying grounds" 
and repair the fences around them "as in their judgement [sic] may be required." On November 
8, 1870, the Town Meeting voted to enclose the North Dennis burying ground with a post and 
rail fence. According to the minutes of the Feb 10, 1879 Town Meeting, a report from D. Fisk, 
Chairman of the Selectmen, reads: "Voted to accept the report of the Selectmen viz the Burying 
ground is in two sections one is called the Old the other the New the old which the Town has in 
the past contributed towards the affairs is that part nearest to the road and extends back about 
250 feet the fence on the North side is in good order and also the front fence but the fence on the 
South is some what out of repair." The cemetery again experiences another expansion of area 
and fencing as noted in the minutes of Town Meeting of March 20, 1916 when the town is asked 
to raise and appropriate a sum of money "for the purpose of enlarging the Town Cemetery in 
North Dennis building the necessary extension of fence and putting the new section to be 
enclosed in order." 

The notion of fencing in cemeteries was present by the start of the 19"̂  century, and the earliest 
enclosures were fieldstone walls or wooden fences. Since there was not a stone supply on the 
sandy outwash plains of Dennis, cedar fences prevailed as is referred to in local records. The 
town used the adjacent land as the militia training ground and may have seen fit to separate it 

(continued) 
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from the slates marking their dead. There is also the possibility that cows may have grazed 
within the enclosure in the early days. Historical literature states that burial grounds were used 
as recreation or gathering places in the earliest times and fencing would not have been the norm. 
During the 19"̂  century, the relationship between the living and the dead became more sacred 
and the burial grounds were increasingly fenced. The citizens of Dennis no doubt were exposed 
to similar influences of popular belief as was the rest of the region and we can see by local 
records that they behaved accordingly. 

Receiving Tomb: 

A receiving tomb (photo #2), the only stmcture on the site, was added in 1875, almost 150 years 
after the cemetery was established. Its presence suggests that an increased number of burials 
required seasonal storage of bodies until conditions warranted interment. 

New England Cemeteries: 

In the 17'*̂  century and into the early 18"̂  century, Puritan graveyards in Massachusetts and other 
New England states could be described as 'boneyards.' The Puritan religious influence was 
reflected in the burying grounds. Although the area now called Dennis was settled in 1639, stone 
markers do not appear until the late 1600s and are in family burial grounds. As the populafion 
expanded and a meetinghouse was constructed for the East Precinct of Yarmouth in 1721, burials 
began to the west of the churchyard. The markers from this era are mostly slate and sometimes 
sandstone. The earliest slate may have been ballast from ships arriving from England. Many of 
the markers of this period showed winged skulls with carvings such as simple flowers, rising 
suns, and winged chembs appearing as the century neared an end. The earliest inscriptions were 
simply informational or read "Here lyes the body of.. ," a reflection of the fact that Puritans 
rejected the idea of bodily resurrection. The cemetery grounds were unadomed and did not 
include omamental plantings, resembling the old fields from which they were created 

(continued) 
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As rigid Puritan beliefs faded into Unitarianism by the 19"̂  century, attitudes and beliefs toward 
death changed. The stones that had faced east were placed to face west, as can be seen with 
striking clarity at Dennis Village Cemetery. Slate was sfill the most common material but 
willows, ums, winged chembs, portrait stones, and other artistic representations along with verse 
chronicled changing attitudes toward death and an afterlife. 

Other Dennis Cemeteries: 

Dennis Village Cemetery is similar to but larger than other burial grounds within the Town of 
Dennis. (Examples include South Dennis Cemetery [ca. 1795], Quivet Cemetery [1843], Swan 
Lake [mid 19'̂  century], and Oak Ridge [1970].) Some of the family burial grounds contain older 
monuments than seen at Dennis Village Cemetery because they were a part of the original family 
homesteads. As the community grew and the East Parish church supplanted the trek to 
Yarmouth, more and more citizens on the north side of Dennis were buried in the churchyard. 
The monuments at both family cemeteries and Dennis Village Cemetery resemble each other in 
material, artistry, and verse. The cemeteries together show the progression of thought, 
perception, and tradition over time. 

19"" and 20"' Century Developments 

Town yearly reports from 1959 forward include comments from the Cemetery Commission that 
state that they made a variety of changes, repairs, and improvements to the grounds. The 
recognition that Dennis's historic cemeteries were worthy of public expenditure is indicafive of 
the importance that the preservation of historic resources was regarded by its citizens. The most 
common action was to fill sunken graves, but there is frequent mention of the straightening and 
resetting of gravestones, some repairs, some set in concrete, and others washed. There was a 
town-wide rash of cemetery vandalism in the 1970s, and the 1971 report from the cemetery 
commissioners states "A great many stones were repaired in South Dennis, Dennis, West Dennis, 
and Hall Cemeteries. Those that could not be marfacted because of excessive damage were 
placed in cement to be preserved for posterity." In 1964, the cemetery commissioners used "hot 
mix" for the first time and paved some of the roads and avenues. 

(continued) 
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In 1852, 1916, and 1965 the cemetery borders were expanded to the south and the east. The area 
furthest to the south is presently nearly full and the only area left to develop is a rocky slope in 
the southeast comer. The slope is only suitable for cremation and likely will be kept in a state 
similar to its current natural condition. (See the Historic Expansion diagram. The 1965 
expansion is at the extreme southeastem comer.) 

Dennis Village Cemetery is still in use, though all the developed lots are sold. Burials still occur 
in the newer sections of the cemetery. The ancient areas are considered inactive and not 
available for future burial use. Thus, the likelihood of new burials changing the look of the old 
areas is remote. Its prominent location along a major scenic roadway in a major commercial 
village undoubtedly contributes to its significance, and provides a tangible daily reminder of the 
town's lengthy history. 

Archaeological Significance 

While several ancient Native American sites have been idenfified in the Dennis area, especially 
along the Bass River, few sites have been systematically studied, resulting in limited 
interpretative data usually confined to locational and typological information. As a result of 
these limitations, any surviving sites in the cemetery locale could potentially be significant. 
Ancient sites in this area have the potential to contribute information relating to Native American 
settlement and subsistence in the town of Dennis and on a larger scale along the Bass River/Mid-
Cape areas. Nafive sites in the area may provide greater documentation of ancient land use in the 
Bass River and Mid-Cape areas where settlement during that period has been documented 
through extensive representation in surface artifact collections. Ancient sites on cemetery 
property may also contain information that documents the relationship of sites in this area to 
subsistence and settlement to the south along the Bass River drainage or to sites along the Cape 
Cod Bay estuaries and shoreline. Ancient sites in the area may contain information that 
contributes to our knowledge of Native subsistence techniques in upland and marine-related 
environments. 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information relafing 
to the early settlement of the Dennis/Yarmouth locale, the evolution of the Dennis Village 

(continued) 



NPS Form 1 10-900-. OMB Approval No. 1024-OOU 

(8-86) 

United States Department of the Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Dennis Village Cemetery 
Section number 8 Page lO Dennis (Barnstable), MA 

Cemetery, and the social, cultural and economic characteristics of the town's early inhabitants. 
Historic research combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate stmctural or other 
archaeological feature evidence of the town's first meetinghouse and information indicating the 
extent that the extant receiving tomb was built on the same site. Archaeological research may 
recover architectural evidence to help reconstmct details of the building and its constmction. 
Historic and archaeological research may also locate survivals of outbuildings originally located 
on the property and evidence of their function in maintenance activities or other cemetery 
activities. Archaeological testing may also recover evidence of gate or fence-line post holes and 
other boundary markers used to delineate cemetery boundaries from the 17"̂  through 20"̂  
centuries. Some evidence indicates burials began west of the church after it was constmcted in 
1721; however, earlier unmarked burials, possibly from a family plot, may also exist. Fence 
lines were reportedly never used until late in the 18'*̂  or early 19"̂  century; however, evidence of 
other types of boundary markers may exist. In 1797, a committee laid out the boundaries of the 
burial ground near the North Meetinghouse, indicating an unmarked boundary for 75 years or 
more. Fence lines are reported in the early 1800s then again in 1879 and 1918, with boundary 
changes in 1852, 1916, and 1965. Archaeological evidence of post holes may help reconstmct 
the historic boundaries of the cemetery and compare actual boundaries in the field with 
documentary records and deed changes. 

Archaeological evidence of unmarked graves can also contribute a wide variety of important 
information relating to the evolution of the cemetery, its intemal configuration, and the town's 
inhabitants. Identification and mapping of unmarked graves may help document initial use of 
the burial ground and changes that occurred as it evolved from a smaller burial ground to a larger 
town-owned cemetery. Unmarked graves can also help document the intemal configuration of 
the cemetery and the extent that maintenance activities altered the patteming of burials. Some 
gravestones may have been reset apart from their associated burial. Detailed osteological study 
of skeletal remains and analysis of associated material culture items may also contribute 
important social, cultural, and economic characteristics of the town's early inhabitants. Skeletal 
remains may indicate the overall physical characteristics of the town's inhabitants, related 
pathologies, and how these characteristics changed over time, by economic or social group, and 
occupation. Detailed analysis of material culture items associated with specific individuals, 
families and social groups may also contribute important information relating to cultural beliefs 
and religious practices. 

(end) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

Verbal boundary description: 

The Dennis Village Cemetery, bounded at the comer of Old Bass River Road, Old Hills Road, 
Old Post Road, and Main Street (MA Route 6A) in the village of Dennis. It consists of plots 5 
and 28 on assessor's map 330. Plot 5 consists of the older section (approx. six acres), while plot 
28 is the newest section (approx. three acres) at the southemmost section. Plot 28 is indicated on 
the assessor's map by parallel lines. It does not include plot 26, the Militia Training Ground; 
plot 18, Dennis Fire Station No. 2; or plot 17, the 1838 Dennis Union Church. A line of 
convenience has been drawn on the assessor's map to exclude the fire station and church. 

Verbal Boundary Justification: 

Although appearing to be part of the larger cemetery plot, correspondence from the Town of 
Dennis' Assessors Office indicates that the cemetery is a separate parcel. It is town-owned, and 
has historically been the burying site for this portion of the town. It is not affiliated with the 
Union Church, nor with the Village Improvement Society. 

(end) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographer: Shannon Goheen, Town of Dennis 
Date: April 2002 
Location of Negatives: Dennis DPW office 

1. Looking E down 2'"' Avenue toward Dennis Union Church; training grounds to left 
2. Receiving tomb, north fa9ade, facing S 
3. Looking N at older section of cemetery from 6"' Avenue 
4. New section, looking SE, to undeveloped slope in SE comer 
5. Looking E through Training Field to bandstand, cemetery to right, 6A to left 
6. Looking W to Dennis Union Church, bandstand and cemetery beyond 
7. Newest section of cemetery, looking E to Old Bass River Road 
8. Oldest section of cemetery on West End, looking S at adjacent condominiums 
9. Oldest area looking N across training grounds and Route 6A 
10. Looking N towards 6A through old section 
11. Josiah Dennis headstone 
12. Rev. Nathan Stone headstone 
13. Micah Chapman portrait stone 
14. Daniel Eldridge headstone 
15. Olive Sears stone, work of carver Ebenezer Winslow 
16. Gideon Hall stone, work of carver Jabez Fisher 
17. Susan S. Howes, work of carver Davis Bowker 
18. Anne Bassett stone, work of carver William Coye 
19. Temperance Howes stone, work of carver Nathaniel Holmes 
20. Seth Tobey stone, work of carver Nathan Fobes 
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CHANGES TO THE ORIGINAL PLAN 
Some features have been added over time, 
particularly in the oldest section at the north end. 
The receiving tomb was added in 1875, almost 
1.50 vears after the cemetery was established. 
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District Data Sheet 
April 2005 

Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis (Barnstable), MA 

Photo # Description/Carver Date Materials/Style Type/Status 

1 Dennis Village Cemetery 1729- SI/C 
5 Post and rail fence system 19"" century Granite/iron 0/C 

Entrance gates 19"" century Granite posts 0/C 
2 Receiving tomb 1875 Brick, sandstone, concrete B/C 
4 Road system 19^ 20'*̂  c. Asphalt, grass SI/C 
9 Agnes Brigham headstone 1950 Granite 0/C 
11 Rev. Josiah Dennis headstone 1763 Slate 0/C 
12 Rev. Nathan Stone headstone 1804 Slate/portrait stone 0/C 

Isabel Chapman headstone/N. Fuller 1737 Slate/winged skull 0/C 
13 Micah Chapman /Daniel Lamson 1792 Slate/portrait stone 0/C 
14 Daniel Eldridge headstone 1833 Marble 0/C 
15 Olive Sears headstone/E. Winslow 1817 Slate 0/C 
16 Gideon Hall headstone/Jabez Fisher 1862 Sandstone 0/C 
17 Susan S. Howes/Davis Bowker 1851 Marble 0/C 
18 Arme Bassett/William Coye 1751 Slate/skull 0/C 
19 Temperance Howes/N. Holmes 1828 Slate 0/C 
20 Seth Tobey/Nathan Fobes 1800 Slate 0/C 

Mehitable Tobey 1728 Slate 0/C 
John Crowell 1728 Slate 0/C 
Joseph Hall/John Homer [attributed] 1787 Slate/skull & crossbones 0/C 
Charles Howes 1878 Marble, granite 0/C 
George Howes 1908 Marble 0/C 
Polly Chapman/unknown 1807 Sandstone/Conn. Valley style 0/C 



Bathsheba Dennis 1745 Slate/skull & crossbones 0/C 
William Crowell 1801 Slate/sun 0/C 
Jabez Howes 1805 Slate/nautical compass 0/C 
Benjamin Chapman/Geyer family 1797 Slate 0/C 
Huldah Gorham/Nathaniel Holmes 1805 Slate/winged face 0/C 
Bathsheba Dennis/Soule family 1761 Slate/medusa portrait 0/C 
Joseph Hall/John Homer (?) 1768 Slate/winged skull & crossbones 0/C 
Strangers Rest Marker mid 19"̂  c. Granite 0/C 

Totals: Contributing sites - 2 Contributing buildings - 1 Contributing objects - 28 

Representative headstones are included to illustrate examples of prominent citizens, notable carvers, or styles of headstones. 
No complete inventory of existing stones is available; however the 2002 Preservation Master Plan has counted more than 500 
headstones and nearly 400 footstones between First and Second Avenues alone. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

April 15, 2005 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8"' Floor 
Washmgton, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form: 

Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis (Bamstable), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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cc: Nancy Thatcher Reid, Dennis Historical Commission 
Donald Trepte, Dennis Board of Selectmen 
Daniel Fortier, Planning Department 
Sarah Korjeff, Cape Cod Commission 
Dennis Cemetery Commission 
Dennis DPW 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
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www.statc.ma.us/sec/mhc 



BOOK 2 72 PACE 160 

GRANTOR: Mary 0. Hall et a l i 

GRANTEE: Village Improvement society of Dennis 

DEED DATE: May 16, 1905 REC. DATE: May 16, 1905 

CONSIDERATION: $5.00 

DESCRIPTION: A certain piece of land situated in sAid Dennis and bounded 

as follows: Beginning at the Southeast corner of the School House property 

thence running Westerly i n the range of the heirs of the lat e Hiram Hall (at a 

ri g h t angle with the West side of the School House property to a corner i n the 

fence of the Town Cemetery; thence Westerly i n the range of the Town Cemetery to 

a second corner i n the Town Cemetery fence, thence Northerly i n the range of the 

Town Cemetery as the fence now stands, to the range of the Village Improvement 

Society of Dennis; thence Easterly in the range of the said Village Improvement 

Society of Dennis to the Northwest corner of the School House property and 

thence Southerly in the range of the School House property to the f i r s t mentioned 

bound, containing one acre more or less. (In the above described property there 

is a piece of land that s i supposed to belong to the Church Society which occupies 

the Church situated thereon. The said Society i s supposed to own the land the 

Church nowrstands on and a few feet on each side of the Church, but i f the 

Grantors above have any right or t i t l e in this so-called church property, they, the 

said grantors hereby convey such right and t i t l e to the Village Improvement 

Society of Dennis 







: . 3. [Everett Howes 

of Dennis Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 

fcem^r MHwiamVrf, forconsideration paid, grant to Dennis U n i o n Church Of D e n n i s , 

Barnstable County, Massachusetts , a Massachusetts o r p o r a t i o n 

with inarrantg roDpnanta 

the land in the nor thwest p a r t o f the town of Dennis on the n o r t h e r l y 
[Dcbciiiition and encumbri;ncc6, if i.ny] 

side of the Massachusetts State Highway, bounded as follows;-
Beginning at the southeasterly corner of the premises described 
in a deed recorded i n Book at Page i|.ij.6, thence running N ij.20 W, 
121.85 feet by the land of the Dennis Union Religious Society to 
an iron pipe, thence in a southwesterly d i r e c t i o n 90.00 feet by the 
land of the Dennis Union Religious Society to an iron pipe, thence 
N ii2 W, 52.9 feet by the land of Fielding T. Chase to an iron pipe, 
thence in a northeasterly d i r e c t i o n 102 feet by the land of Fielding 
T. Chase to a point, thence S i;2° E, l l k . l S feet in a line p a r a l l e l 
to the f i r s t mentioned course and 12 feet distant from i t by the land 
of the grantor to a point, thence in a southwesterly d i r e c t i o n 12.00 
feet by the Massachusetts State Highway to the point of beginning. 

--•2 ing a portion of the land conveyed to me by the deed of Ida L. Howes 
•^ted February 20, 195ij- and recorded at Barnstable Registry of Deeds 

Book 896 at Page 56. 



-, . - L . . \ . wrswcil, Joshua Crowell and Frank E. Howes a l l of Dennis, 
5t,rr.st&ble County, IviaEsachusetts, Trustees of the Dennis Union Religious 
Society of Dennis, Massachusetts, f o r consideration paid, grant to the 
Dennis Union Church, a Massachusetts r e l i g i o u s corporation, of liiain Street, 
Dennis, Barnstable County, Massachusetts, with quitclaim Covenants, the 
following parcels of land, with the buildings thereon, located i n the north 
westerly part of the town of Dennis. : . . . . , «v;.,-

Parcel I . A piece of land a short distance southerly of Main Street, Dennis, ' 
iviassachusetts, being the Dennis Union Chvirch property, bounded and 
described as follows- Beginning at the southwest corner of the 
former school-house property (now belonging to the Town of Dennis 
Fire Department) at a stone bound; thence sets 3 57° 43' 43" W, 

. 120.37 feet by the land of the Town of Dennis, Cemetery Department, 
to be conveyed l a t e r to the grantee, to a cemetery fence, having 

; stone posts and iron r a i l s ; thence N 33° 17' 40" V<, about 218 feet 
by the cemetery fence to the former Old Cotmty Hoad and the land 
of the Village Improvement Society; thence about N 56° 06' 10" E, 
an approximate distance of 110.00 feet by the former Old County 
Road and the land of the Village Improvement Society to a stone 

. ^ post; thence S 35° 30' 50" W, 217.82 feet by a fence with stone . 
' posts and iron r a i l s and the land of the Town of Dennis, j?lre 

Department to the point of beginning. I t i s the intent of t h i s 
conveyance to include the entire Church property, however other­
wise botmded or described. 

Containing an area of about .59 of an acre and being the 
same property as was conveyed to the committee chosen by the 
shareholders of the meeting-house by Isaac H a l l , et als in a deed 
recorded at Barnstable Registry of Deeds in Book 45 at Page 142, 
and the same property as was conveyed to the trustees of the 

! Dennis Union Religious Society by the deed of the Village 
j Improvement Society of Dennis recorded at Barnstable Registry of 
; Deeds i n Book 418 at Page 78. 

' Parcel I I . A piece of land on the northerly side of ivlain Street (Mass State 
• Highway), Dennis, ivlast^achusetts , being the Parsonage property, 
ij bovmded and described as follows- Beginning at the south?7est 
! corner of the prsmises adjoining the Massachusetts State Highway, 

sets N 42° V/ about 122.00 feet by land of Fielding T. Chase to an 
; iron pipe; thence northerly 90.00 feet by the land of the grantee, 
• by a conveyance from G. Everett Howes to be recorded herewith, to 

a point; thence southeasterly 121.85 feet by the said other land 
of the grantee to a point; thence in a southwesterly dir e c t i o n SO.0 0 
feet by the State Highway to the point of beginning. 
Meaning and intending to convey a l l the Parsonage Lot, however 
otherwise bounded or described. 

Containing an area of about .25 of an acre and being the 
same property as was conveyed to the Dennis Union Religious Society 
by the deed of Charles Hall dated May 3, 1924 and recorded at 
Barnstable Registry of Deeds in Book 417 at Page 446. 

Parcel I I I Any and a l l other real estate tl-^at now belongs to the Dennis Union 
Religious Society, 

The consideration f o r the granting of t h i s deed is not s u f f i c i e n t 
to require the attachment of doctiraentary stamps. 



Witness our hands and seals th i s 19th day of May, 1956. 

Trustees of ^he Dennis Union Religious Society 

COMiviOin/aALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Barnstable, ss. Dennis, Mass., May 19, 1956 

Then personally appeared the above-named Annie A. Crowell, Joshua Crowell 
and Frank E. Howes, Trustees of the Dennis Union Religious Society and 
aclmowledged the foregoing instrument to be their free act and deed, before me 

Notary Public 
Comnission expires April 9, 1959 


