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1. Name of Property
historic name  Dennis Village Cemetery (preferred)

other names/site number Common Burying Ground, East Yarmouth Churchyard

2. Location

street & number MA Rte. 6A and Old Bass River Road N/A  not for publication
city or town Dennis N/A vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable .code 001 zip code 02638

3. State/Federal Agencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this HTiomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H meets « does not meet the”ational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

Lnationally « statewide Ottfcally. (* See continuation sheet for additipnal comments.)

riatur™j® certifying official/Title C ~ H . Metz, State Historic Prese*vation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

(ional Park Service Certification
I, hepby certify that this property is:
| entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Dennis Village Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

_ private

_X public-local
_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building(s)
_ district

J( site

_ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate

Narrative Description

Barnstable County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
structures
28 objects
K1l Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite

walls brick

roof
other Gravestones: slate, marble, sandstone

Fencing: iron and granite

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

DennisVillage Cemetery dtsin the heart of the village of Dennis, one of five villagesthat
comprise the Town of Dennison Cgpe Cod. MA Route 6A, or the Colonial Era'Old Kings
Highway,' runs close to the northem border of the cemetery grounds. Thetown of Dennis is
located midway aong Cgpe Cod, with the Upper Cgpeto the Wes and the Lower Cape to the
eed and northeadt. 1t isbounded by Brewster to the eest and Y armouith to the west; Denniswas
split off from the latter community in 1793.

The cemetary islocated west of the main intersection in the smal historic village of Dennis, a
part of what isknown as the Old Kings Highway Higtoric District. The areaiislessthan a mile
from Cgpe Cod Bay beaches and hes experienced modest commercid and residentia

devd opment dongside the more historic buildings. Old Bass River Road, aheavily used cross
Caperoad, intersects with Route 6A near the northeest comer of the cemetery grounds (see
photo #6). Budnesses aong this portion of Route 6A are located in restored houses or historic-
sylebuildings. The nearby Dennis summea Playhouse, Cinema, and Fine Arts Museum hdp
draw visitors to thisareafrom al over CgoeCod. Separaing the cemetery from the intersection
isthe Village Improvement Society's bandgand (20 ¢.) and the Dennis Union Church (1838),
aswell as part of Fire Station #2 (1955). The Dennis Union Church sts on the northeest comer
of the land desgnated as ‘cemetery’ inthe Town Assessor's book but should not be consdered
to be apart of the cemetery. (See Section 10) All other mgps sgparate the church groundsfrom
the actud cemetery.

The property hes adiverse and large collection of gravestone art, making it eigible under
Criterion C. Sates show winged skullsand chembis, portrait sones, willows, ums and flowers,
and varse (photos #11-20). There are numerous marble sones and a few table monuments.
Some gones contain verses, the heedgone for Micah Chgpmean (1792), carved by David
Lamson, contains avariation on the ubiquitous "Stranger™ verse:

(continued)
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Remember me asyou pass by

Asyou are now, soonce was |

As | am now, so shall you be
Preparefor death andfollow me

Reflecting the town's intensive maritime history, the cause of many interments, the 1803 sone of
brothers Joshuaand Lot Sears (eged 23 and 19 yearsold) contains apoignant reminded of the

dangersof lifea s

Behold our friends; the whirling Storm
Hath swept us inthe deep.
We liope torise when Jesus calls
Andin his bosom sleep

Natural Setting:

Thenine acresof cemeaery grounds are composed of four soil types having been formed as
recently as 15,000 years ago inthe lagt period of glaciation. The undevel oped southesstem
section isarocky hill, while the bulk of the cemetery and the burial grounds are sandy flat
outwash plain. The landscape, with the exception of dhrub and lawn grassplantings in newer
aess istypica of CgoeCod old field vegetation. Naturally sdected cedar trees and pitch pines
punctuate the landscgpe, most densdly in the oldest sections of the cemetery. The occasond
planted tree gopears throughout the landscgpe dthough the Site is not heavily treed (photos #3-
4). Lilacs, honeysuckle, beech plum, yucca, and bittersweet are the main components of the
dhrub layer giving way to groundcovers like native mixed grasses, sedums bearberry, and a
handful of wildflowerswhen spared the mower's blade.

Layout:

The oldest section of the cemetery, referred to as the burial grounds, is comprised of two
rectangular sections divided and bordered by grassroadsrunning east-to-west (photo #8). The
roads are numbered, beginning a the northem end of the cemetery dosest to Route 6A ad

(continued)
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continuing to 10" Avenue near the southem border. These two acresof ancient markersmn
pardld to the adjacent militia training grounds and Route 6A (photos # 1,10). The oldest
legible gones, for Mehitable Tobey and John Crowell, dateto 1728. Although itisnot part of the
cametery, the Training Field is historic inits own right, and is commemorated by aplaque
embadded inalarge boulder.

The section just south of the training grounds congsts predominantly of date markers, with afew
marble and sandgtone markers. With the exception of box tombs (Capt. John Hedge, 1782; and
the Homes family, 1836) and the occasiond obdlisk, the markers are tablet-style and dandin
lines on anorth/south axis, facingwest. Asamlethe older markers are located a the northem
end of Dermis Village Cemetery, dthough an occasond modem stone intmdes upon the oldest
section (c.f Agnes Brigham, 1950,photo #9). A receiving tomb (1875) Sts about one third of
the digance from the eedt 9de on the Ste that wes the first megtinghouse (photo #2). A few
raised, cobblestone, granite, or cament-bordered family plots, including those of the Crowel ad
Howes families, flank the recelving tomb in contrast to the ancient stones, having been
congmcted after the remova of the meetinghouse in the mid 19" century meade Soecefor more
burials. According to the Historic Expangon Diagram (2002, atached), the megfinghouse was
located a the northem end of Dennis Village Cametery, adjacent to the militia training field.

The section south of the mogt ancient burial ground, or 2™ Avenue, issSimilar in Sze to thefirst
and features rows of marble tablet markers. The south Sde of this section islaid out primarily in
rased and bordered family plots dating from the late 1800s to the early 1900s (photo #3).

3* Avenue changes markedly in character, conssting of sparsdly placed goneswithin family
plots. Obdisks are common and areflankedwith smdler sones A few granite markers gopear
but the most common materia is marble, representing the late 1800s and early 1900s The
donesfor Charles (1878) and George (1908) Howes are typica for the period. A square
columned Strangers Rest monument a the eest end of 4™ Avenue sarves as agenerd marker for
unidentified remains, presumably intended for shipwreck victims from the nearby Cgpe Cod
coad.

(continued)
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Therest of the sections moving south to the southem edge (Avenues 4" through |0 of the
cemaay include family plotswith few obelisks and an abundance of tablet dones. The markers
ae mostly granite with some marble and dateinto the 21 century. Viet Nam veteran Richard
Fischer's marker (1995) continues the cemetery's tradition of military burials. The expanded
aeamoving eedt to Old Bass River Road hes aheavier dengty of 20" century markers due to
andler plot 9zes Theroadsin this area ae paved as ae Avenues 6 through 10 (photo #4). The
perimeter road on the west border and both entrance roads from Route 6A are paved, while the
Avenues in the older section are grass (photo #8).

The entireburial grounds are endaosaed with granite post and rail fencingwith the exception of

the hilly, undevdoped southeest comer (photo 4) where modem fencing is evident. Two
entrances are located aong Route 6A, both entrances passing by a strip of land on the north
border of the burial grounds reserved as the Colonia militia training ground (photo #5). One
entrance is located on the eedt border off Old BassRiver Road. A granite post and iron rail fence
sparaesthe directly abutting church office, outbuildings, and portionsof the parking lots from
the eest border of the cemetery (see photo #7). Thebuildings and smctures are visible but do
not digract from the serenity of the cemetery grounds. Excepting the newest expandon areg, the
nearby roads are buffered by structures or open goecethat decrease the avareness of passng
vehicles dong the busy route. Quiet resdential roads forms the southem and eestem border.
They are sgparated by agreen strip of vegetation and agranite post and iron rail fence. The same
fence type and green goace sgparates acondominium complex that forms the west border with
the cemetary (see photo #10). While the condominiumsloom heavily on the edgeof the
camaay in the winter, the trees are high enough to hide the buildings in the warmer months. To
the north isthe historic militia training ground that abouts Route 6A (sse photo #9).

The sole building is the receiving tomb (sse photo #2) erected in 1875 as indicated by the
sanddone keysone in the brick arch. The one-story, one room brick stmcture hes a concrete
floor. The eaveconasts of wooden molding fasciaand soffit with brick dentils and Gresk
Revival pilagsters & each comer. A sscond row of angled brick dentils goans the lower portion of
the entablature. An old photograph indicates that a cupolalvent st on the top of the hip roof now
shingled over with asphdt shingles. A hole in the ceilling on the insde reveds plagter- covered
lathe boards mounted on the rafters, while another hole in the ceiling indicates where the vent

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(S-S6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

DennisVillage Cametery
Section number 7 Page 5 Dennis (Barngtable), MA

was that connected to the cupola. The plagter celling folds down to meat the brick walls. North-
facing arched wooden doors are held closed with agngleiron latch and St ebove amarblesill.

The DermisVillage Cemetery isstill acfive, and four centuries of Dermis men and women
currently rest together. Prominently sited, well-maintained, and congdered an integra part of
the town, the cametery is avauable historic resource for the community. A 2002 Preservation
Mager Flan provides aguide to the care and trestment of the entire property, compatible with
exigting historic and natural conditions.

Archaeologica Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are recorded in the Dennis Village Cametery, Stes may
be present. One Steisrecorded in the generd area(within one mile) in the vicinity of Scargo
Hill, northesst of the cemetery. Environmenta characteristics of the cemetery indicatelocationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Nefive
dtes The cemeaery islocated on level, well drained sandy outwash plain within 1,000 feet of a
tributary dream that drains to Chase Garden Cresk and rdlated estuarine wetlands. Cgpe Cod
Bay isds0 located gpproximately one-haf mile north of the cemetery, indicating the presence of
awide variety of floraand faunafor Nafive subsstence activities in addition to upland resources
Given the above information and the Sze of the cemetery (9.01 acres), and the excavation of
historic period graves, amoderate potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Native
American resourcesin the cemetery.

A high potential exigts for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resourcesin the
DennisVillage Cametery. Stmctural evidence may survive from the town's first meatinghouse
(1721) congmcted north of the Jodah Dennis Family markers a the Ste of the extant receiving
tomb. The meetinghouse was removed in the mid-1800s and the receiving tomb built in 1875.
Stmctura evidence may dso survive from outbuildings no longer extant, originally assodated
with cemetery maintenance and operations. Archaeologica evidence of post-holes indicating
gateways and fence lines may dso exig, dating to ca 1800 and later. The nofion of fencingin
camderies did not exig until the late 18" century. Unmarked graves containing sratigraphic

(continued)
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evidence of aburia shaft, coffinand skdetad remains, and artifacts may represent an important
resourcetypein the cemetery. The earliest donesin the cemetery dateto 1728; however, earlier
donesmay have existed. Unmarked graves may result from sonesremoved by vandaism,
gravestones broken and/or overgrown, wooden burial markers that have deteriorated, or
intentionally unmarked graves of Quakers, Native Americans, and paupers, unknowns and other
indigent persons. Some aress of the cemetery are reported to conspicuoudy lack dones where
they would be expected while other arees contain mounded ground surfaces with no gones or
donefi-agmentssuggesting unmarked burials. Town records from 1959 and later indicatethe
filling of sunken graveswas common practice, possibly resulting in mounded arees
Straightening and resetting of gravestones and other repairs are dso frequently mentioned in
town records. Artifact scatters and distributions may ds0 exigt with the boundaries of the
cametery. Artifact scatersor "sheat refuse” may exist from funerary related artifacts and other
persond or cemaey rdated items randomly distributed inthe cemetery. Specific distributions
of artifacts may dso exist rdated to memoria services and offerings madeto specific and groups
of graves

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

_XD acemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

_ F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets

9. Major Bibliographical References

Barnstable County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art
Social History

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
1728-1955

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation,
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
_ Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dennis Village Cametery iseligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Flaces under
criteria A and C a the locdl level. Aress of Sgnificanceinclude art, socid history, ad
community planning and development. Criteria consderation D gpplies to this cemetery.

Under criterion A the burial ground was closely assodated with the first church of the East
Parish of Yarmouth where the town's history and church were intimately linked. The
Massachusatts Toleration Act of 1839finalizedthe sgparation of church and Sate, and prompted
the congtruction of a new church. Many of the town's earliest settlerswere buried here as was
the town's namesake, representatives from military conflicts from the hidian wars forward to the
Viet Nam conflict, busnessmen, ssa cgptans, numerous people who died & sea, and unsung
citizens from all waksof life.

The property hes adiverse and large collection of gravestone art, making it eligible under
criterion C. Sates show winged skulls and cherubs, portrait sones willows, umsflowers,and
varse (photos #11-20). There are numerous marble gones and a few table monuments

Dennis Village Cemetery contains atypica early New England burial ground that holds the
remans or marks the passing of many early citizens of this Cgoe Cod town. Locaed in the
center of present day Dennis Village, its many date and marble markers are reminders of the
town's padt, and congtitute aconcise history of Denniss citizens, their families, occupations, and
accomplishments. The cemeery illugtrates an important development in the evolution of
graveyard design as it matured during the transition from burial ground to rural cemetery. A
more formal layout than other town buria Stesisreflectiveof this.

(continued)
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Bounded by a Colonid-eramilitia training ground, the town bandgtand, Dennis Union Church,
Fire Stafion #2, and amodem condominium complex, the cemetery perimeter is largely define

by afence comprised of granite posts connected by three horizonta iron railings, thoughin reer
sctions more contemporary fencing is used.

hi 1639, the leeders of Plymouth Colony recognized the nead for expanson. The heavily
wooded peninsulawe now call Cgpe Cod lay to the eest and wias the next logical land to settle.
In an areacdled 'Mattacheeset’ by the loca Indians, the founding fathers creasted atown that
was named 'Y armouth.” Within Y armouth was alocation the Indians called 'Nobscusset;' much
of which later became the town of Dennis.

The earliest sttlers of thetown settled near water sources and in arees where the land was
auitable for farming. The areawhere the DennisVillage Cemetery now dtswas flat sandy
farmland st just south and eedt of the Colonia militia training ground. Thefirst burids
probably occurred on comers of family farms. Earlier 12 century burial Steswere often private
family locations, or were limited by geography (c.f Old South Dennis Cemetery, ca 1700) or
religion (c.f Dennis Quaker Cemetery, early 18" century).

Asthe population expanded, the areathat is now DennisVillage Cemetery became a burying
ground that was originally called 'East Y armouth Churchyard.! The oldest remaining still-
legible monuments dateto 1728, dthough anumber of unmarked potential burial Stes suggest
that the areawas used for buria prior to thisdate. Burias gopeared to have darted in what is
now the center of the northernmost section of theburial grounds and expanded west, eest and
finally to the south. In 1721, inhabitants of this areq, the East Precinct of what was then the town
of Yarmouth, decided to build ameetinghouse. It was congmcted just northeest of the Josah
Dennis family markers on the sSte where the receiving tomb now sits. The Rev. Jodah Damis
sved the Eadt Precinct for 38 years and was the namesake for the Town of Dennisthat would
be established 30 yearsfollowing hisdesth. When he died in 1763, he was buried besde his first
wife and his many children in the Eagt Y armouth Churchyard where the dates marking their
passing still gand (s=e photo 11).

(continued)



NPS Form 1 I0VOOa OMB Approv.l No. 1024-00IS
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest

Denmnis Village Cametery
Section number 8 Page 3 Dennis (Barnstable), MA

The Massachusetts Toleration Act of 1839 sgparated church and sate. The ancent Eadt Parish
church building was sold to a descendant of Nathan Stone, and anew church built nearby. The
history of Dennis had, until this point, been closey assodaed with the Eagt Parish church. Upon
the dissolution of the Eadt Parish church, town history and its intimate association with the
church diverged.

The property is an invaluable source of education in seaing how the early Dermis inhabitants
lived and died, the effectsof Puritan religious beliefs on monument placement and artistry and as
aregistry of the people who medethistown home. The soneor lack of one indicates the
scarcity of materid andfinancial gatus, as doesthe carving style and leve of intricacy. The
orientation of the sonesindicates acommon belief sysem. The names titles, and relationships
listed on the gones offer insight into the livelihood of the town's forebearers, and insght into the
probable living conditions a the time. Itis common to sse one mae, his multiple wives, ad
many children, often infants, buried together, atelling indication of women's mortality, the
fragility of life, and society's reaction to the ever-present threat of death. Inscriptions may
indicate how someone died, and the effect it had on those who commissoned the sone. The
intricacy and artistry of the sones provide dues as to who was working for whom and what
syles were influencing early American carversduring that period. 1nshort, the ancient
monuments outlinethe history of the town's early inhabitants that is congstent with written
records.

Prominent Burials:

The Dennis Village Cemetery is assodated with many of the people important in the early
formation of the Town of Dennis. The Reverend Jodah Dennis marker is conddered the most
important because of the name association to the town and the importance of the individua to the
ealies inhabitants. The Rev. Nathan Stone (1737-1804) succesded Jodah Dennis as the sscond
minister of the Eag Precinct and is buried dongsde hiswife Mary (sse photo 12). Magj. Micah
Chgpoman (1735-1792), aRevolufionary Wer officer and local Minute Man captain, hes a portrait
done showing many buttons (an indication of prominence) to mark his passng (see photo 13).
Asa Shiverick (1790-1861) established the Shiverick boatyard that produced Cgpe Cod's only

(continued)
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clipper ships and wes highly respected for workmanship. Ceaptain Seth Crowell (1792-1873), a
financier of Shiverick clipper ships later in life, rgpresentsthe war of 1812 during which he weas
captured and goent timein Britain's Dartmoor prison. Seventeen of the twenty mariners logt in
the Great Gale of 1841 are buried here. Cgptain Enoch Hall (1814-1849) went to pursue his
fortunein the Califomia Gold Rush and dthough drowned there, his marker is here, reflecting
histies to the community and his family. Soldiers and patriots from the Indian War to present
day conflicts are remembered here as are the stcoresof women and children who passad through
Dennis, livesotherwise logt to history, savefor their gravestones. Prominent Dennisfamilies,
the Howes, Crowells, Halls, Chgpmans, and the Dennises themsdves are abundantly represented
here

On May 10, 1797, the ‘committee to lay out burying ground neer to the North meeting house in
sad Town' wrote areport that established the boundaries of the burial ground. The committee
congged of Jeremiah Howes, Pater Sears Judah Paddock, Daniel Howes, and Danid Eldridge,
five of the mog prominent citizens of Dennis and their representation signified the gravity of
thelr responsibility.

Jeremiah Howes (1743-1834), locally known as 'Squire Jeremy,’ sarved in the Revolution ad
was Dennis first town moderator. He led the delegation of representatives chosen from both
Dennis and Y armouth to take the goped for separaion to the Genard Court of Massachusetts
where it was sgned by Govemor John Hancock.

Peter Sears, Sr. (1743-1802) retired from the saa and kept astore in Dennis, deding in mm,
st, sulphur, molasses, teg, sugar, and the like.  He moved to Ashfield inwestem
Massachusetts and may have lived with his adopted son until his desth a ege 59. At that time,
Denniss American Revolution veterans were given land grants in Ashfield and Hawley in lieu of
wagesfor serving in thewar.

Capt. Judah Paddock (1749-1825) was meder of the schooner Five Sisters. The schooner,
built & the Crowell Brother's shipyard, carried sdt and com to and from Boston.

(continued)
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Daniel Howes (1767-1865) was one of thetown's mog prominent mariners he carried cargo to
European ports and Russa aboard his schooner Harriet. Hewas inssmmental inincorporafing a
done andfimberwharf caled Corporation Wharf that was constmcted one mile north of the
meetinghouse and usad by the packet boat to and from Boston as well as the expanding fishing
fleet.

Daniel Eldridge (1769-1833) accompanied his brothers Levi, Eli, and Samud during the large
migrafion of Dennis resdents to Ashfield, MA. ca 1775. Danidl, unlike mog others who
emigrated, retumed home and married Dinah Hall of Dennis, (see photo 14).

Both Howes and Danidl Eldridge are buriedin Dennis Village Cametery.
Early Burials and Carvings:

Early interments took place near the areabetween 1M and 2" Avenues, and in the areaof the
receiving tomb, later moving generaly south through the cemetery. Thusthe oldest plots and
dones ae coser to Route 6A, becoming more recant as one proceads towards the rear of the
cemaay. By 1830 the cemetery had expanded to reech 6™ Avenue.

The gravestones are examples of the art of various Sone carvers and the emotiona expressons
of the people who commissioned the work. The art and verse on many of the donesare
particularly poignant inlight of the fact that in Puritan times, sudden degth, particularly thet of
children, was afact of life. Given the close associaion of Denniswith the seg itis not
surprising that shipwreck victims are prominent. Petricia Stone (d. 1821) isburied neer markers
commemorating three sons, age 19to 22, who perished of f of Sdem in 1815.

A number of donecarvers worksare regpresented in the DennisVillage Cemetery. Cavers
include Ebenezer D. Window (see photo 15); Jabez M. Fsher (sse photo 16); DavisW. Bowker
(see photo 17); William Coye, aprominent Plymouth County carver (sse photo 18); Nathanid
Holmes, congdered the first Cgpe Cod carver (sse photo 19); the Later Geyer Workshop; and
the Later Soule Workshop including Nathan Fobes (s2e photo 20), Ebenezer Wood, S., William

(continued)
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Hudson Soule, and William and Jodah Sturgis. A number of the stones attributed to these
cavers ae 9gned and/or probated inrecords held by the Bamstable County courthouse. Many
identified carvers were located off-Cape, as far avay as Boston as in the case of John Homer and
David Lamson (amember of a prolific, multi-generationa family of carvers) indicating the
prominence of the persons being buried and the difficulty of obtaining loca carvings Damis
Village Cametery exhibitsawide ridge of thework of Southeesten Massachusetts carvers.

Fencing:

Town records chronicle a series of efforts inthe 19" and 20" centuries to fencein variousburid
grounds, an act that serves as an example of aleve of community planning. The earliest
fencing, according to Town records, occurred in the mid 1800s as the April 6, 1840 Town
Mesting included an article for repairing the fencing "around Burying Ground on the North 9de
of sad Town." On Feb. 11, 1856, the sdectmen wereto visit al the "public burying grounds’
and repair the fences around them "as intheir judgement [sic] may be required.” On November
8, 1870, the Town Meeting voted to endose the North Dennis burying ground with apost ad
rail fence. According to the minutes of the Feb 10, 1879 Town Meseting, argport from D. Fisk,
Charman of the Sdectmen, reads "V oted to accept the report of the Sdectmen viz the Burying
ground isintwo sections one is called the Old the other the New the old which the Town hesin
the past contributed towards the affairs is that part nearest to the road and extends back about
250 feet the fence on the North sde isin good order and dso the front fence but the fence on the
South is somewhat out of repair.” The cametery again expeariences another expandon of area
and fencing as noted inthe minutes of Town Meeting of March 20, 1916 when the town is asked
to rase and gppropriate asum of money "for the purpose of enlarging the Town Cemetery in
North Dennis building the necessary extenson of fence and putting the new section to be
endosd inorder.”

The naotion of fencing in cemeteries was presant by the sart of the 19" century, and the earliest
endosureswere fiedstone walls or wooden fences. Since there wias not a sone supply onthe
sandy outwash plains of Dennis, cedar fences prevailed asisreferred to inloca records. The
town used the adjacent land as the militia training ground and may have seenfit to separate it

(continued)
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from the dates marking their dead. There isd<o the possibility that cows may have grazed
within the endoaure in the early days Historical literature gatesthat burial grounds were usd
as recredtion or gathering places in the earliest times and fencing would not have been the norm.
During the 19" century, the relationship between the living and the deed became more sacred
and the buria grounds were increasingly fenced. The citizens of Dennis no doubt were exposd
to smilar influencesof popular belief as was the rest of the region and we can s by local
records that they behaved accordingly.

Receiving Tomb:

A receiving tomb (photo #2), the only stmcture on the Site, was added in 1875, dmog 150 years
after the cametery was established.  Its presence suggeststhat an increased number of burids
required seesona gorage of bodies until conditions warranted interment.

New England Cemeteries:

In the 17" century and into the early 18" century, Puritan graveyards in Massachusetts and other
New England gates could be described as 'boneyards.’ The Puritan religious influence was
reflected in the burying grounds. Although the areanow called Dennis wes settled in 1639, sone
mearkers do not gppear until the late 1600s and are in family burial grounds. Asthe populafion
expanded and ameetinghouse was congructed for the Eagt Precinct of Yarmouth in 1721, burids
began to the west of the churchyard. The markers from this era are mostly date and sometimes
ssnddone The earliest date may have been bdlast from ships arriving from England. Many of
the markers of this period showed winged skulls with carvings such as smpleflowers,rising
auns, and winged chembs gppearing as the century neered an end. The earliest inscriptionswere
smply informational or reed "Here lyesthe body of ..," areflection of the fact that Puritans
rgected the idea of bodily resurrection. The cemetery grounds were unadomed and did not
include omamentd plantings, resembling the ol dfiel dsfrom which they were creasted

(continued)
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Asrigid Puritan beliefs faded into Unitarianism by the 19" century, attitudes and bdliefs toward
degth changed. The sonesthat had faced eedt were placed to face west, as can be ssnwith
striking clarity & Dennis Village Cemetery. Sate was sfill the most common materia but
willows, ums, winged chembs, portrait Sones, and other artistic representations dong with verse
chronicled changing attitudes toward desth and an afterlife.

Other Dennis Cemeteries.

DennisVillage Cemetery is similar to but larger than other burial grounds within the Town of
Dennis. (Examples include South Dennis Cametery [ca. 1795], Quivet Cemetery [1843], Swan
Leke [mid 19" century], and Ok Ridge [1970].) Some of the family burial grounds contain older
monuments than ssen & Dennis Village Cemetery becausethey were apart of the origina family
homedeads Asthe community grew and the Eat Parish church supplanted the trek to

Y armouth, more and more citizens on the north sde of Denniswere buriedin the churchyard.
The monuments a both family cemeteries and Dennis Village Cemetery resamble each other in
materid, artistry, and verse. The cemeteries together show the progression of thought,

perception, and tradition over time.

19" and 20™ Century Developments

Town yearly reports from 1959 forward include comments from the Cemetery Commission thet
datetha they made avariety of changes repairs, and improvementsto the grounds. The
recognition that Denniss historic cemeeries were worthy of public expenditure isindicafive of
the importance that the preservation of historic resourceswas regarded by itscitizens. The most
common actionwas to fill sunken graves, but there is frequent mention of the straightening and
resetting of gravestones, somerepairs, ome s in concrete, and others washed. Therewasa
town-wide rash of cemetery vanddism in the 1970s and the 1971 report from the cemetery
commissoners gaes"A great many doneswererepaired in South Dennis, Dennis, West Dennis,
and Hall Cameteries. Those that could not be marfacted becauseof excessve damege were
placed in cament to be preserved for posterity.” 1n 1964, the cemetery commissioners ussd "hot
mix" for the first time and paved someof the roads and avenues.

(continued)
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In 1852, 1916, and 1965 the cemetery borderswere expanded to the south and the eest. The area
furthest to the south is presently nearly full and the only arealeft to develop isarocky dope in
the southeest comer. The dope is only suitable for cremation and likely will be kept ina gate
smilar to its current naturd condition. (See the Historic Expanson diagram. The 1965
expangon is a the extreme southeasten comer.)

Dennis Village Cemetery is still inuse though all the developed lots are sold. Buriasstill occur
in the newer sections of the cemetery.  The andent aress ae conddered inactive and not
avaladle for future burial use Thus, the likelihood of new burials changing the look of the old
aessisremote. Its prominent location dong amgor scenic roadway inamajor commercid
village undoubtedly contributes to its Significance, and provides atangible daily reminder of the
town's lengthy history.

Archaeological Significance

While sevard ancient Native American dtes have been idenfified in the Dennis areg, epecidly
dong the BassRiver, few Stes have been sysematicadly studied, resulting inlimited
interpretative data usualy confinedto locationa and typologica information. Asaresult of
theselimitations, any surviving dtesinthe cematery locae could potentially be significant.
Ancient dtesinthis areahavethe potential to contribute information relating to Native American
stlement and subggence inthe town of Dennis and on alarger scde dong the Bass River/Mid-
Caeaess Ndfive dtesinthe areamay provide grester documentation of ancient land use inthe
Bass River and Mid-Cape aress where settlement during that period hes been documented
through extensve representation in surface artifact collections. Ancient Steson cemeeay
property may aso contain information that documentsthe reationship of Stesinthis aeato
ubsgence and settlement to the south aong the Bass River drainage or to Stes dong the Cgpe
Cod Bay eduaries and shordline. Ancient dtes inthe areamay contain information that
contributes to our knowledge of Native subggence techniques in upland and marine-rdated
environments.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information relafing
to the early settlement of the Dennis’Y armouth locale, the evolution of the Dennis Village

(continued)
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Cemaeay, and the socidl, cultural and economic characterigtics of the town's early inhabitants,
Historic reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may locate smcturd or other
archaeologica feature evidence of thetown's first meatinghouse and information indicating the
extent that the extant receiving tomb was built on the samedte. Archaeologica reseerch may
recover architectura evidence to help reconstmct details of the building and its constmction.
Historic and archaeologicd resserch may d<0 locate survivas of outbuildings originally located
on the property and evidence of their function in maintenance activitiesor other cemetery
activities. Archaeologica testing may aso recover evidence of gate or fence-line post holes and
other boundary markers used to ddlinegte cemetery boundaries fromthe 17 through 20°
centuries. Some evidence indicates burias began west of the church after it was congmcted in
1721; however, earlier unmarked burids, possbly from afamily plot, may dso exist. Fence
lines were reportedly never used until late inthe 18 or early 19" century; however, evidence of
other types of boundary markers may exist. In 1797, acommittee laid out the boundaries of the
buria ground near the North Meetinghouse, indicating an unmarked boundary for 75 years or
more. Fencelines are reported in the early 1800sthen again in 1879 and 1918, with boundary
changesin 1852, 1916, and 1965. Archaeologicd evidence of post holes may help recongmct
the historic boundaries of the cametery and compare actua boundaries inthe field with
documentary records and deed changes

Archaeologicd evidence of unmarked graves can dso contribute awide variety of important
information relating to the evolution of the cametery, itsintema configuration, and the town's
inhabitants. Identification and mapping of unmarked graves may help document initial use of
the buria ground and changesthat occurred es it evolved from asmaller burid ground to alarger
town-owned cemetery. Unmarked graves can dso hdp document the intemal configuration of
the cametery and the extent that maintenance activitiesdtered the patteming of burids. Some
gravestones may have been reset gpart from their assodated burial. Detailed osteologica sudy
of skeletd remains and andyds of assodaed materid culture items may dso contribute
important socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics of thetown's early inhabitants. Skeletd
remans may indicate the overall physical characteritics of the town's inhabitants, related
pathologies, and how these characteristics changed over time, by economic or socid group, and
occupation. Detailed anadyss of materia culture items assodaed with specific individuals,
familiesand socid groups may aso contribute important information relating to cultural beliefs
and religious practices.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 9.01 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 400740 4621080 3. 19 400900 4620900
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 401000 4621040 4. 19 400660 4620980
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
See continuation sheet
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organization = Massachusetts Historical Commission date April , 2005
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city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties haying large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Dennis, MA
street & number 485 Main Street telephone  508-760-6122
city or town South Dennis state MA zip code_ 02660
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the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Verbal boundary description:

The Dennis Village Cemetery, bounded & the comer of Old Bass River Road, Old Hills Road,
Old Pogt Road, and Main Street (MA Route 6A) in the village of Dennis. 1t condggsof plots5
and 28 on assessor'smgp 330. Plot 5 conggsof the older section (gpprox. Sx acres), while plot
28 isthe newest section (approx. three acres) a the southemmost section. Plot 28 isindicated on
the assess0r's migp by parald lines. 1t doesnot include plot 26, the Militia Training Ground,
plot 18, Dennis Fire Station No. 2; or plot 17, the 1838 Dennis Union Church. A line of
convenience has been drawn on the assessor's mgp to exclude the fire station and church.

Verbal Boundary Justification:

Although gppearing to be part of the larger cemetery plot, corregpondence from the Town of
Dennis Assessors Office indicates that the cemelery is a sgparate parcdl. It istown-owned, and
hes historically been the burying site for this portion of the town. Itisnot affiliated with the
Union Church, nor with the Village Improvement Society.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Shannon Goheen, Town of Dennis
Date: April 2002
Location of Negatives: Dennis DPW office

Looking E down 2" Avenuetoward DennisUnion Church; training grounds to left
Receiving tomb, north faBade, facing S
Looking N & older section of cemetery from 6" Avenue
New section, looking SE, to undeveloped dope in SE comer
Looking E through Training Field to bandstand, cametery to right, 6A to left
Looking W to Dennis Union Church, bandsand and cemetery beyond
Newes section of cemetery, looking E to Old BassRiver Road
Oldest section of cemetery on West End, looking S a adjacent condominiums
Oldest arealooking N acrasstraining grounds and Route 6A

. Looking N towards 6A through old section

11. Jogah Dennis headgone

12. Rev. Nathan Stone heedstone

13. Micah Chgpman portrait done

14. Danid Eldridge heedstone

15. Olive Sears stone, work of carver Ebenezer Window

16. Gideon Hall stone, work of carver Jabez Fisher

17. Susn S Howes, work of carver Davis Bowker

18. Anne Basstt gone, work of carver William Coye

19. Temperance Howes sone, work of carver Nathaniel Holmes

20. Seth Tobey gone, work of carver Nathan Fobes
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CHANGESTO THE ORIGINAL PLAN

Some features have been added over time,
particularly in the oldest section at the north end.
The receiving tomb was added in 1875, dmost
15 vears after the cemetery was established.
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Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis (Bar nstable), MA

Description/Carver

Dennis Village Cematery

Pog and rail fence sygem

Entrance gates

Receiving tomb

Road sygem

Agnes Brigham headgone

Rev. Josah Dennis heedgtone

Rev. Nathan Stone headstone
Isaba Chagpman headsone/N. Fuller
Micah Chgpman /Daniel Lamson
Danid Eldridge heedgone

Olive Saears heeddtoneE. Window
Gideon Hall heedstone/Jebez Fisher
usen S Howes/Davis Bowker
Arme Bassett/William Coye
Temperance Howes/N. Holmes
Seth Tobey/Nathan Fobes
Mehitable Tobey

John Crowell

Joseph Hall/John Homer [attributed)]
Charles Howes

George Howes

Polly Chapman/unknown

Date

1729
19" century
19" century
1875
19" 2" ¢
1950
1763
1804
1737
1792
1833
1817
1862
1851
1/51
1828
1800
1728
1728
1787
1878
1908
1807

MaterialdStyle

Granite/iron
Granite podts
Brick, sandgone, concrete
Asphalt, grass
Granite

Sae

Sate/portrait gone
Saewinged skull
Sate/portrait gone
Marble

Sae

Sanddone

Marble

Sate/skull

Sae

Sae

Sae

Sae

Sate/skull & crossbones
Marble, granite
Marble

Sandgone/Conn. Vadley syle

Type/Status

S/C
o/C
o/C
B/C

S/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C
o/C



Bahsheba Dennis 1745 Sate/skull & crossbones o/C
William Crowsdll 1801 Sae'aun o/C
Jebez Howes 1806 Sate/nautical compass o/C
Benjamin Chapman/Geyer family 1797 Sae o/C
Huldah Gorham/Nathanied Holmes 1806 Sae/winged face o/C
Bahsheba Dennig/Soule family 1761 Saemedusa portrait o/C
Joseph Hall/John Homer (?) 1768 Saewinged skull & crasfoones 0/C
Srangers Rest Marker mid 19" c. Granite o/C
Totads Contributing Stes- 2 Contributing buildings- 1 Contributing objects- 28

Representative heedgones are included to illustrate examples of prominent citizens, notable carvers, or syles of heedstones.
No complete inventory of existing fonesis available; however the 2002 Preservation Master Plan has counted more than 500

heedgiones and nearly 400 footstones between First and Second Avenues done.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 15, 2005

Ms. Caral Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" Floor
Washmgton, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please fmd the following nomination form:
Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis (Bamstable), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stiete
Review Board condideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC, Nancy Thaicher Rad, DanisHigoricd Commission
Dondd Trepte, Damis Board of Sdedmen
Danid Fortier, Hanning
Saeh Korjeff, Cgoe Cod Commisson
Damis Carday Commission
Damis DPWV

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statc.ma.us/sec/mhc
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GXNTAR  Mary 0. Hall et ali

QGANTEE  Village Inprovenent society of Dennis

CED DATE May 16, 1905 REC DATE My 16, 1905

GONS DERATI QN $5. 00

DESCRPTION  Acertain piece of land situated i nsAid Dennis and bounded

as follows: Beginning at the Southeast corner of t he School House property
thence running Westerly i ntherange of the heirs of thelate HramHall (at a
right anglewith theWest side of theSchool House property toa corner i n the
fence of theTown Cenetery; thence Westerly i ntherange of t heTown Cenetery t o
a second corner i ntheTow Cenetery fence, thence Northerly i ntherange of the
Town Cenetery as thefence nowstands, totherange of theVillage |nprovenent

Soci ety of Dennis; thence Easterly i ntherange of thesaid Village |nprovenent

Society of Dennis tothe Northwest corner of the School House propertyand

thence Southerly i ntherange of the School House property tothefirst mentioned
bound, containing oneacre nmore or less. (Inthe above described property there

is apiece of land that si supposed tobelong tothe Church Society which occupies
the Church situated thereon. Thesaid Society i ssupposed toown theland the
Church nowstands on and a fewfeet on each side of the Church, buti f the
Grantors above have anyright or title inthis so-called church property, they, the
said grantors hereby convey such right andtitle totheVillage Inproverent

Soci ety of Dennis


















