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The attached property, the William Russell House, in Sussex
County, Delaware, reference number 77000395 was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 4/18/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
Part ll, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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B NAME
HISTORIC
o William Russell House
AND/OR COMMON »
» Russall Farmhouse
BEILOCATION

STAEET A NUMBER

__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

410 Pilot Town Road
CITY, TOWN .

CONGRESSIQNAL DISTRICT

' Lexes e VICINITY OF 1
;- STATE COBE COUNTY cooE
" Dslawzre 10 Sussex 003
HCLASSIF]CATION B
- gkY _
_ CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STAT, ﬂ PRESENTUSE
; —DISTAICT —rusuic M ~AGRIGULTURE ._MUSEUM
;. Ksuiowats) N-PRIVATE M —UNOCCUPIED - x_commncm. —_PARK
‘ ~SIRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IK PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL  _PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—_SITE PUBLIC ACOUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  _AELIGIOUS
- OBJECT _INPRAOCESS ‘¥ YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
~BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —~MILITARY —OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Mrs. Wwilliam C. Lynch

| STALET & NUNBLR ’ .
: 410 Pilot Town Road
: CITY.TOWN STAIL
: B Lewes o VICINITY OF Delaware
1
;. BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
_ REGISIRYOFDIDSEIC  gyssex County Court Housae

STREETA NUMBER

: The Circle
CITY, TOWN STATE
Georgetown Delaware

EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

e  Delaware Preoservation Checklist; Delawara Cultural Rescurce Survey, 5-160

DATE

1974 —FEDEMAL X.STATE _COUNTY _1OCAL
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SURVEYRECOMDS  npiyision of Historical & Cultural Affairs, iall of Records,

CITY, TOWN
Rover

STATE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND DHIGINAL WF KNDWNJ PHYSICAL APPEAHANCE
P ?' .

sxde-hall, frame house

The willimu Russell House 1s a three~hay, douhle-pil ;

buile n:ound 1803. The original cyp:ess—shingle siding; has been painted white,

. The portico is a :eprodnction of the nineteenth-century one shown in a late-
» nineteenth-century pieture of the 'house.. .All of the windows except' theitwo in the
. attic have been replaced. The front dooruay,‘simple in detail.\is;original but

‘;the door dates, to the late nineteenth century. A box\cornice is below the pitched
-ftin roof. There isran interiorfend chimney en the west szde of the house.
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.TMO auditions form a Wlng to the reaQ.Lf the house One was buil* gt the time the i

houne was. conséru:ted..while the one, to the’ 'south has\constructed in the early
twentieth century.,vDuring thEanineteenth century, @here was a colonnade 1Bauln§ to
a bnck kitchen which thenlstood on the site of the- twentieth-century edoitzon.

RS : 2
‘ The original portion of the house has a side hall plan. The nne~roon early~nine-

teenth-centurf,wing on ‘the" 5outh runs almost the” entire width of the house, The

'partition wa11'anﬁ corner*fi:eplaces 'in the side rooms uere removedrxn the twen=-i

tieth century.F Todny a stone fireplace is along'the wast’ wall of{the house, byt

’there rcnains]cvidence in the floor of .the' patch:ng which occurred hhen the Eirepla:es
'and artition uall wete zcmoved ) ; .

The origlnal chair rail Hin the;side hall’and the orxginal four—panelled doors in’ the
rear of the hall have been rekazned.-'The entry to the main room: Off! the ‘side’ hall
is .guite’ large and most probahly was altered with’the removal of &he partxtion wall.

‘A closed-strfng staituay rises’ in’ the southwast corner 'of the’ hall. ;The chair rajl
‘follows the atait to the first 1anding. The simple walnut balustraaesland newel are

original to; the house. . Underneath the' stair is an interesting hilf-51~e uoorway leadlng
to'a; small closet. The in51de of the door is finished while the outsiae is not.

vhpparently, 1t was originally put on the wrong way and 1eft that way. .Contiguous
‘to this dooruay is the door to the wing and another doorhay to the outsade., FRan=

don-width pinc flooring is in the hall. There was originally one window in the
side- hall but in the tkentieth century a ‘triple sarh unit was added in its place.
H”' !
Thn i1iving room, once two separnte rooms, has a plain cornice, early window surrounds,
and thﬂ original random~width pine floors except where the corner firenlacns vere -

v-,x'e:'-oved ) , J

' |
,There ‘are four rocms over thc earliest part of the house and one large room on the

second floor of the twentie:h-century back wing.; portion of the up-
stairs there ara exposed beaded corner posts, simple chair rail and exposed beoded

beams., Most of the four-panelled doors and window surrounds are original to the

house. P ‘

The closed-string attic stairway is walnut, The attic windows are origi.al. Thare
is a fire opening in the roof and, the original ladder to the opening is still in the
attic, although not in place. The! [fire opening was included in‘many houses in Lowes
to conform to fire regulations popular in eighteenth-century England. An opening

in the roof made it casier to extinguish a fire by getting on the roof.
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To the southenst of the house is the origznal brick milk’ house. An earlier floor in
p . the outbuildzng wns\about 1% to 2 feet lower)than the present floor. The lower floor

r helped to keep the mil? house cool and damp { _ . ' o

: : : kY : ; s" . - : ' L
{The william RusLel House ;ﬁts on’ the south- s;Ee of leoc Town Roaa\and faces Leves
Creek. - ! d_ed by farmland it now’ has twentiefh-century houses on both the
east- and west s:des.w The nominated area is defined on the north by the origlnal
property boundaxy 11ne which £ollous Lewes Creek in front of the honse. The. south
boundary line of the 'nominated aIEA\ls 2 parallel line to Pilot Town Road, 300 feet
from the road, " which includes the remaining early-nineteenth~century cutbuilding.

Sibainandd




£ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD ° AHEAS OF SIGRIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC _.Ancneua.uuv PREHISTORIC  —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE AHCHITECTURE  _REUGION
_1400-)A!5 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC CONS!H\-‘A?IO& —LAW _SCIENCE
—1500-3585  _AGRICULTURE ! »_zcouumcs —LITERATURE «.SCULPTURE
—_1800-1698 ¥_ARCHITECTURE . _EDUCATION —MILITARY — SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN
—1700-17¢5 —ART —ENGINEENING —MUSIC —THEATER
Y. 1e00-1898  _COMMEACE —EXPLORATION:SETTLEMENT  _PRILOSDPHY mmsrommoﬁ
1800 = COMMUMICATIONS : —INDUSTRY —POLITICS. GOVERNMENT )’,.._OIHEHISPECIFYJ :
L ‘ _IRVERTION ) Local History
\ : ; . Y ‘ : .
f . 1 :
SPECIFIC DATES | \ - BUILDER/ARCHITECT L .
i o ; : - william Virden

STATEMENT OFGIGNIFICANCE ., ‘ . L ; o
The Winim Russell House :LS szgn:.f:cant as the. hone ‘of one’ of thelleadmg citizens
of ninete’ent.h-century Lewes, William Russell;. ‘a tmner and large landowner. It is
also significant because rpuch of ;its early- nmeteenth-century architectural deteil
remams.-’ It is, one of t.he few ranainmg houses of its penod still on its original
‘site in the’ Pilot Town area of Lewes. o , o TS ,./

g :

by

Willzam,Russell the - sog -of Emanuel and Esther Russell, was born in 1777 He~\as
a descendant of Phlllp Russell, who ran 'an inn on Second Street'zn Lewes and who
‘came to/america as the cup bearer on the ship. ‘the WELCOME, which brought Wllliam
Penn to America. > - Lot .0

i { TN I ‘ Wl o
Accordxng to legenﬂ w1111am Russell hired a local carpenter, W111iam V;rden, to build
his hodse.. virden had gone to Philadelphia to study carpentry and’ there met Russell
who offered. to bring him'back to Lewes and to hire him for '$100 a_.ydar, plus his
keep., fvirden died in 1803 and, if the legend) is correct, Russell must have built
his house prior teo this time. However, he did not rececive title to the land until
1612 hhen he purchased a parcel of land which included ", . .the dwelling house vherein
the sd. William- Ru55e11 now éwells..." frem Abraham and Eli*abeth Hargis. ‘Possibly
uuesell had contracted with Hargis to buy the land much earlxer, put the transaction
was not concluand until 1812. .

;willxan Pussell acqu;red much 1ana in pilot’ Town, just ou»siua the lxnits of Leweos.
;Here, many eiahteenth -and ninetaenth-::entury pilots ar.d shipcarpenters lived, ‘\ Because
iRu ssell's. tannmg business zequired ready access to’ the sca, the Pilot Town' arca

was a logical place;for him to \\01‘}’ ‘and to live. Much of the property‘ha acquirea

is today still owned by his descenéan.s. Hig grnat—granddaughter st111 owns the
housg. . o ) . : o \

e . s . f PN Sy - .\
e

5, .
I\round 1800 Russell‘ hegan a tannery on- hi.; p:ope:ty in’ Pilot 'rown. His tanning
\gpegat;ons veré cuite large and successful. At one’time’ there were t.wenty hugg
vats\ in operation. . The doorstep of the William Russell House is a'portion, of one of
/the large millgtones used by him[in his tannery to crush white oak bark used in"
Lanning hides. o ;

8
'

/
Rusaell also operated a limekiln on his property. On his rcturn trips from
Philaﬁelphlafwhere he shipped h:.s hides, he utilized his relatively empty vessels
to bring lime to Lewes.

For over! forLy ycars,  Russell /has a ruling elder of thc Lewes Preshyterian Church.
His first wife was Elon Wyatt, vho died before 1811. On February 19, 1811, he
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» S

married Elizabeth (Betsey) Coleman, the daughter of‘hllliam Col_man, a proninnnt

" Lewes silversmith. Russell died in IBSB aﬂd was buried in the; Lewns Presbyterlun

churchyard. N ; . ‘ L e
il i : e et ) ‘\

The, architecture of the William ‘Russell chse is, typicnl ,the small{ shingled
houses which are commnn along Lewes Creek. It 18/ oge of: the fey remalninguon its
original’ locatzon. Much ofgits znterior and exterior- detail, including’ exposed

. beaded corner posts, exposed beaded beams on the. segpnd fyéur, énd four-panelleu
-doors, throughou: theihouse, attest. to the conservat;ve trend xqﬁsuseex cOunty

a:chltecture. Many e;ghteenth-century architectural;details were used’ in Sussex
County well into the nineteenth century. Consecuently. although the william
Russell House was built in the early nineteenth century, it has eznhteenth-

century detail. " " " : RN
SN Y /() RN
Its double-pile, s:de-hall plan is a popular Sus ex County confiauration. The

original floorinq remains in most of the house. YIn) the\mazn room;.: once divxded by

-a partition wall with corner fireplaces, there 15 patching evadeﬁt in the flooring

where the partition and the two .fireplaces were removed and replaced py: one large
stone fireplace in the -twentieth century. There is origlﬁal chair rail: in the

hall, along the stairs, and in most of the second- “floor rooms, 4He closed-string
staircase is well executed and original.' Toi the southeast\of t}e hiouse is an early ’
milk house, the only remaining outhulldlng on the property. "E‘f

- Legends surround the William Russell House. One purports thsz an house was buiit
on; the site of a house occupied by a Frenchman who had a v;ne\arn ard ran a winery

in the eighteenth century. His wine cellars reputedly remain unider the kitchen
wing of the house. . . '

Today the William Russell House is an antigue store.
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Cullen, Virginia, "Histury of lewee, Delaware," Calonel
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EYGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 acre
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ZONE EASTIN NORTHING ZONE EASTIN NORTHING
I___[__l_j___l_l_]_] Dl__l_l ]_l e )bl L| 1 |

VERBAL BﬁUNDARY DEECRI?TION

The h‘ilham Russell House is bounded on the east by the mmdle line of the driveway
(approximately S0 Ifm:t from the house); en the south by a line parallel teo Pilot
Town Road (300 feet from road)}; on the west hy the lot line (approximately 120
feet from the house);and on the north by Lewes Craek.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES (OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES \

STATE cobe cOuNTY cape
SIATE CODE COUNTY ToDE
EElFORM PREPARED BY - !

NAME/ TITLE

Sue Fox, Fesearch Archivist i i
OAGANIZATION - DATE \

Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs September 15, 1976

TELEPHONE

SIRELT & NUMRER
Hall of Recerds - 678-531%4
amvomTowN | v , ‘,
Dover ' - Lgn

EFASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFI CER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
srme . LOCAL X

STATE.
i Delaware

NATiGHAL_... Lo

As the desngnaleu State H:slonc Puurvmlon omw !or lhe Hanonol H:slonc l’resewanon Actof 1966 (Public Law B89. 565) |
hereby nominate this property lm inclusion in the National Registar and certify that it has been evaluated according 10 tha

criteria and proceuu:es set fonh by the Nnionat Park Servi

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
TITLE pirector, Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs ‘6'“5 {%5‘.//75'

e e e

[FORNPSUSEGNLY = - = - - ] ,
| HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS Pnorsnw 15 INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER |

: e DATE -]
GIRECTOR, OFFICE OF AHCHEOI.OGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION . -1
ATTEST: B 5 DATE :
REEPEROF THE mmmw. REGISTER ;
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ENTRIES IN THE MATIONAL REGIATER
srare  DELAVARE

Dates Entered AR 18 w7
Nams Location
Russell, William, House Lewes

Sussex County

A’l.so‘lntitind
Hon. William V. Roth, Jr.
Hon. Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
HBon. Thomas B. Evans, Jr.
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