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N/A
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IHistoric Function
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DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling
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7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival, General Classical, Neoclassical

LATE VICTORIAN: Victorian Eclectic, Queen Anne, Eastlake

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial
Revival, Tudor Revival, General Period Revival

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS: Prairie School, Bungalow/Craftsman

MODERN MOVEMENT: Ranch/Rambler, Minimal Traditional,

Modem

Narrative Description

Salt Lake Countv. Utah
City, County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
210 39 buildings
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structures
objects
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Current Function
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DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling
RELIGION: Religious Facility
VACANT/NOT IN USE

Materials
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foundation CQNCRFTF SANDSTONE

walls BRICK, STUCCO, SYNTHETICS,
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roof ASPHALT SHINGLE, WOOD SHAKE

other
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Narrative Description

The Forest Dae Historic District is a resdentid neighborhood, compaosed primarily of single-family homes,
located southwest of the Sugar House Budness District and southeest of downtown SdAt Lake City, SAt Lake

County, Utah. It is roughly bordered on the westem and southem boundaries by subgtantid trangportation

corridors, 700 Eagt and Intergate 80, respectively, and is near a heavily commercidized arterid roadway, 2100

South. Despite the proximity of such szable impacts to the surrounding setting of the neighborhood, Forest

Dde mantains its historic "inner-ring" suburban quality due to its tree-lined dreets, uniform setbacks, ad the

smilarity of scdein the housing sock. The largest number of homeswas constmcted during the first decade of .
the twentieth century; thus the district is notable for its collection of late Victorian-era dwellings. The most

common dterationsto buildings in the district are the gpplication of stucco or duminum or vinyl siding and the
replacement of origina windows. Many of the contributing homes from the period have additions, frequently

built during the historic period.

The Foret Dde Higtoric District encompesses gpproximatedly ten blocks centered on Smpson Avenue,
Wilmington Avenue, EIm Avenue, and Ashton Avenue. Mogt of this areawas historically developed a a sngle
subdivison, but the eclectic mixture of housng sock styles reflects the long period of time it took for the
subdivision to be frilly developed (ca 1880sto the 1940s). The distribution of housing types and styles within
the area echoes the broad time goen over which constmction occurred within the district. Nearly all of the
historical resources within the district are single-family residentia buildings. A handful of historical duplexes
and ore historical church are dso present. One historica railroad corridor is a0 present, passing eest-to-west
through the northem portion of the district.

The Forest Dde Higtoric District contains 249 buildings, of which the majority (235, or 94 percent) were
congmcted during the higtorical period (eg., built during or before 1958); it dso contains one contributing
gmcture, the remains of arail line. Of the 249 tota buildings, just over 84 percent (210) contribute to the
higtorical character of the digtrict. Victorian buildings ae the architectural drength of the neighborhood,
comprigng the sngle largest category of building forms and styles in the district. Bungdows ae adso well-
represented. Two of the contributing buildings, 720 E. Ashton Avenue and 2222 S Lake Street, werebuilt just
prior to the period of sgnificance for the district but are included as contributing resources as their architectura
syles and degree of presarvation ae conddent with that of other contributing resources in the district and with
the district as awhole. One of thess, the GeorgeM. Camon House a 720 Eagt Ashton Avenue, is individually
listed on the Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces (listed 1987-07-18; NRIS No. 83004419). Ofthe 39 buildings
that do not contribute to the district, 26 are historical buildings that have been subsantively dtered, and 13 ae
out-of-period buildings. There are goproximatdy 152 outbuildings within the district. Most ae small, detached
sngle-car garages though smal dheds and workshops are dso present. Most of the outbuildings retain their
physica integrity, and they contribute to the visua unity of the district in agenerd way.

All of the drests within the digtrict are paved with agphdt and include concrete curbs, gutters, and Sdewaks
[Photogrgphs 1 and 2]. Mid-block dleys [Photograph 3] ae present within eech of the north-south oriented
blocks and provide accessto the rear of the resdentid  properties where the detached garages and outbuildings
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ae mog commonly located. The dreet layout within the district is rectilinear and is in keeping with the
dominant grid-like nature of the community configuration in the Sdt LekeValley that was established upon the
first settlement of the valley ad in fiill gpplication a the time Fores Dde was platted (ca 1890). Lots within
the blocks were originally platted & 25-30 feet wide and 155-165 feet long', but due to their narrowness, it
gopears that mogt buildings were constmcted on multiple lots, usudly two adjacent lots.

By ad large the didtrict is visualy cohedve, with Victorian ea centra block and foursquare resdences ad
early 20th century bungaows tying together the different aress of the neighborhood and providing aesthetic
continuity within the district. Thisvisua coheson eadly distinguishesthe Forest Dale Historic District from the
surrounding neighborhoods. Higtoric infill constmction of single-family homes from the 1920s to 1940s is
evident throughout the district but contributes, rather than detracts from the district, becausethe massng of the
buildings is conggtent with the earlier reddences, ad these later buildings represent a key period in the
subdivison's history, when most of the lots had been developed ad only a few remained available for new
congtmction. More recent (1960st) infill projects, on the other hand, have introduced large, multi-family
goatments, the scde and massing of which is not in keeping with the rest of the district. Residentia
landscaping is present throughout the district and is characterized by large, maure trees. Many largefreedline
the parking stripsin sectionsof the neighborhood, but this tendsto be relatively limited, and many streetsdo not
display thisleve of cohesive landscagping. No planned or designed public landscaping is present.

Survey Methods and Eligibility Requirements

Buildings were classified as ether contributing or non-contributing to the district based upon the results of a
reconnaissance level aurvey of the Forest Dde areain 2004 Each building was evauated for its contributory
daususng a & of integrity criteria (i.e., arating sysem) established by the Utah State Historic Preservation
Office” Thisrating sydem is &s follows:

A - Eligible/sgnificant: built within the historic period and retains integrity; excelent example of a
syleor type; undtered or only minor dterations or additions; individually digible for the National
Regiger under criterion "C", architecturad significance; dso, buildings of known historical
sgnificance.

B - Eligible: built within the historic period ad retainsintegrity; good example of a style or type, but
not & wel-presarved as "A"-rated buildings, though overdl integrity is retained; properties may
have some dterations or minor additions.

C- Indigible: built during the historic period but hes had mgor dterations or additions, no longer
retains integrity.

| Plat of Blocks 9,10, 11, 12, and 13 of Forest Dale. Salt Lake County Recorder's Office. August 21, 1890.
2 Broschinsky, Korral. Sugar House Reconnaissance Level Survey 2004, West Sugar House Neighborhoods. Final

Report, July 2004.
A Utah State Historic Preservation Office. Reconnaissance Level Surveys, Standard Operating Procedures. Salt Lake City:

Utah State Historic Preservation Office, Rev. January 2007.
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D - Out-of-Period: congmcted outsde the historical period™.

Evduations of individua buildings was basaed primarily on the known or estimated age of the building ad its
architecturd integrity (e.g., evauations were basad on physical characteristics of the buildings observable from
public property, where aoocessto the private property was not granted by the landowner). The tax assessment
records for the properties were dso conaulted to identify/confirm probable constmction dates

Architectural Styles, Types, and Materialsby Period
The Big Field and Agricultural Use (1847 to 1889)

This era is not conddered as being of the period of significance. Prior to the platting of the Fores Dde
subdivison in 1890, the area of the future neighborhood was only sparsdy settled. Brigham Young's Forest
Farm occupied the entire area, and his farmhouse was located near the present-day George M. Carmon House a
720 Eagt Ashton Avenue. The Gothic Reviva farmhouse was built in 1863 and designed by architect Tmman
O. Angell. The farmhouse building wes relocated to what is now Thisis the Place Heritage Park, a date park,
in 1975. Other than the Y oung farmhouse, very few buildingswere constmcted within the Forest Dae Historic
Digtrict boundaries prior to 1890.

Extant buildings from this period in the digrict's history ae exceptiondly rare. Only two buildings were
identified as contributing properties for this period, and only one other building, a non-contributing cross-wing
resdence, is known in the area One of the contributing buildings is located a 2222 South Lake Strest
[Photograph 4]. It was constmcted during the late 1880s (ca 1887") and isavery early example of afoursquare
resdence in the Forex Dde neighborhood. The building exhibits a combination of Victorian and Classca
architecturd detalls. Asde from the gpplication of succo cladding to the resdence, gpparently during the
historic period, the property has not been substantialy modified.

Parhgps the mogt notable of the buildings from this time period is the George M. Cannon House a 720 Eadt
Ashton Avenue [Photograph 5]. This large, brick, Victorian Eclectic style centra-block-with-projecting-bays
resdence was atypica of other contemporary homesinthe generd areg, being far larger and more omate than
the average resdentid property of the time. Constmction began in the late 1880s and was completed in 1890.
The resdencewas designed by noted architect John A. Headlund and was one of his earliest worksin Utah?

Very few examples of buildings from this earlies of time periods are present within the district; very few
buildings were congmcted in the area during this time and most were demolished to meke room for later

Historical period defined as 1958 or earlier for the purpose of this nomination.
A Tax assessment card for Parcel 1620109004, Salt Lake County Assessor's Office.
N Temme, Deborah R. and Roger V. Roper. National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form for the
George M. Cannon House, 720 East Ashton Avenue, Salt Lake City, Utah. Utah State Historical Society. 1983.
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reconstmction projects. Others have been 0 heavily modified over timethat they are no longer recognizable as
representatives of this period.

Speculaion and Platting the Subdivison (1890 to 1900)

The deveopment of the drestcar sydem inthe SAt Lake Valley and the platting of the Big Field in the late
1800s spurred gpeculation by land devdopers (See Narrative Statement of Significance, Section 8). Devdopers
purchased large fracts of land, platted subdivisons, and began promoting the establishment of the first red
suburbs in SAt Lake City. With its platting in August 1890, Foret Dde was one of the earliest and larget
formal subdivisons in the city. Actual devdopment of the subdivision was dow a first, but as the sreet car
sydem expanded and reliable sarvice was established in the areg, more resdents eschewed urban living for the
still semi-mra  amosphere of the new suburbs and Fores Dde sav a rapid increase in new housing
constmction.

Twenty-eight (28) contributing properties are assodated with this time period inthe history of the district. This
represents 13 percent of all contributing properties in the district. The majority of these properties are similarly
desgned centra-block-with-projecting-bays resdences exhibiting the Victorian aesthetic in architecturd style
with eclectic combinations of different Victorian dements rounded bays, arched lintels, bargeboard details, etc.
Good examples of such propeaties ae the resdence a 2265 South 700 Eadt [Photogrgph 6] and the
Mortensa/Stewat House & 2228 South Leke Strest [Photograph 7]. Regular brick was the predominant
constmction materid for these houses and sandgone or concrete foundati ons were common.

Crosswing, ddepassage/dde-entry, foursquare, shotgun, and rectangular block resdences were d0
congmcted within Forest Dde during this period, reflecting flexibility in the building "codes' and use of a
variety of different desgners and contractor/builders. Good examples of buildings of these less common forms
include the Neodlasscd syle foursquare resdence a 770 Eagt Ashton Avenue [Photograph 8], the Victorian
Eclectic crosswing reddence a 2248 South Lake Sfreet [Photograph 9], and the vemacular Victorian
rectangular block resdence a 825 Eagt Wilmington Avenue [Photograph 10].

Also important within the Fores Dde neighborhood during this period wes the large, two-story, crosswing
building a 819 Eag¢ Smpson Avenue [Photograph 11] that served as both a resdence and a neighborhood
market, the only such market known to be present within the historic district. The building, which is clad today
in itsorigina wood drop/novelty siding, exhibits vemacular Victorian style.

Most of the development during this period was concentrated on the three wesernmost north-south corridors
within the district: 700 Ead, Lake Street, and 800 Eadt. Collections of resdences from the period dominate the
built environment of these roadways ad clearly illustrate the pattem of devdopment in the neighborhood,
beginning dong 700 Eadt, dong which the sregtcar lines ran, and extending to the eedt. Individuals or pairs of
buildings from this period ae scattered among other roadways within the digtrict but are surrounded by
buildings from later periods.
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Fired brick is the mogt common materid on the extant contributing buildings from this period in the district.
Thisistypica of resdentid congmction in the SAt LakeValley during this period.

Foret Dde Town (1901 to 1912) NS4

As the population of the Fores Dde Subdivison grew, George M. Cannon, its founder, dreamed of establishing
the area as an indgpendent town. At his suggestion, a petition was circulated among the resdents of the area
between 500 Ead and 1100 East/Highland Drive and between 2100 South and 2700 South for the purpose of
supporting the incorporation of the area within this boundaries a the Town of Forex Dde”™ With 137
dgnatories, the petition was effective in achieving the incorporation of Forex Dde as an independent
municipality in early January 1902* The incorporation, coupled with the expandon of the dreetcar system,
sourred resdentid development within the new town. By far, more buildings, contributing and non-
contributing, were consgmcted in Fores Dde during the 11 years the town formally existed than in any other
period in the didtrict's history.

A total of 67 contributing properties representing the Forest Dde town period are present within the district.
This represents gpproximately 32 percent of contributing properties in the digtrict. All but one of these
properties ae resddentid buildings. The remaining property is the Fores Dde LDS Ward church and
meatinghouse building. Centrd block resdenceswith projecting bays continued to be the most popular housing
form during this period. Of the 67 contributing properties, nearly 39 percent are Victorian examples of the
centra block form. Good representatives of these include the resdences a 827 East Wilmington [Photograph
12] and 2334 South 900 Eadt [Photograph 13].

Other Victorian-style reddences were congmcted in Forex Dae during this period as well, though in
comparaively low numbers. Tmly early architectura forms, such as the 1902 rectangular block resdence
(JamesR. Hay House) a 2245 South Lake Streat [Photograph 14], the 1907 centrd passage residence (Joseph
Hansen House) a 776 East Smpson Avenue [Photograph 15], and the 1907 shotgun residence (with alargerear
addition) a 2287 South Windsor Street [Photograph  16], became less common while forms such as the
foursquare, which perdgsted in popularity in Utah until the 1910s became more common. Good examples of
foursquare resdences from this period include the 1904 Ann M. Camon House a 2329 South Lake Strest
[Photograph 17] and the later 1912 Buehner House a 2292 South Lake Streat [Photograph 18].

Toward the middle and latter pat of the period, the new, home-grown American architecturd form, the
bungadow, rose in popularity in Utah, particularly within dreetcar subdivisons such as Fores Dde ad the
aurrounding area The dmple desgn of these buildings lent itself well to the work of the generic
contractor®uilders, who congmcted many of the early "tract” homes within Fores Dae and surrounding
subdivisions, such as those in nearby Liberty Wells and Sugar House. Of the 67 contributing properties in the
district from this period, nearly 27 percent are bungaows. Myriad styles were gpplied to the bungadow form.

A Golden Jubilee Committee. Golden Jubilee, 1896 - 1946: Fifty Years of Progress of the Forest Dale Ward. August 23,
1946.
" Ibid.
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though most commonly they were unedorned and simply exhibited the badc bungalow characteristics of a low-
dung roof, heavy porch, and degp eaves as represented by the resdences a 2167 South 800 Eadt [Photograph
19] (built ca 1912) and 2298 South 800 Eadt [Photograph 20] (built ca 1910). Othersrecaived gredter stylistic
trestment with details from the Arts ad Crafts style, a ssan in the 1907 resdence & 2337 South Windsor
Street [Photograph 21]. The Prairie Schod style, which became popular late in the period, was dso gopliedin
the Forest Dde area Architect Taylor Woolley, a draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright on the famed Wasmuth
portfolio, incorporated the Prairie School style in his desgn for the 1911 Samud Andrew Jackson House a
2276 South Windsor Street [Photograph 22]. Woolley was an active and vocal proponent of the Prairie School
dyle and promoted its use is Utah through his design of severd buildings, both resdentid and public, in the
Sae

The mog notable and socidly important building congmcted in the district during this period was the Forest

Dde LDS Ward and medinghouse a 739 Eagt Ashton Avenue [Photograph 23]. The buildingwas originally

desgned by architect Paer Mortensen, a membar of the loca LDS wad” Mortensen worked & a
contractor/builder and sometimes architect for the Pacific Lumber Company, which was heavily involved in the
congtmction of homeswithin Forest Dae Mortensen desgned the Forest Dde Ward chapd as an omate, three-

soired Victorian Gothic edifice, but was purportedly persueded by fellow constmction foreman Theodore
Tobiason to dter the dedgn to have a sngle, centrally located segple on the principa fa9ade.' Constmction

was just completed on the sone basament foundation in late 1901 when Mortensen was arrested and executed

for the murder of another Forest Dde resdent. Work csesad on the building until architect Samud T. Whitaker

wes retaned to finish the constmction. Whitaker redesgned the supersmcture of the building to replace the
Soire with alarge dome ad the Victorian Gothic details with dements of a more Neoclasscd feel, including
large Corinthian columns on the chapd's south-facing portico." The building was completed in 1903. In 1913, a
large ell containing dassrooms and offices was added to the north eevation of the building.

Regular brick was the most common building materia during this period, though rock-faced concrete block [see
Photogreph 17 of the resdence & 2292 South Lake Street] began to gopear with increasing frequency.
Drop/novety sding and other wooden cladding largdly disgppeared among buildingsof thetime.

The Forest Dde Higtoric Didtrict includes one contributing ssmcture, the remans of aportion of the Denver &

Rio Grande Westem (D&RGW) Pak City Branch ralroad line. The dandard gauge line pesses ees-west

through the digtrict just north of Smpson Avenue. The portion of the linein Forest Dae was completed in 1909

by the D& RGW & a means of connecting their newly acquired line of the SAt Leke and Westem Railroad,

which extended from the prison yard in Sugar House up Parley's Canyon to Park City, to their north-south
12

mainline & the Roper Yard, just west of present-day Interstate 15.  Although the sections of rail and track
crossing the gregtswithin Forest Dde have been removed (or paved over in some cases), sections of intact rails
and ties are presant inthe interiors of the blocks acrossthe Forest Dde district.

'Ibid.

~°lbid.
Goodman, Jack. S.L.'s Handsome Forest Dale Ward Chapel. The Salt Lake Tribune. September 11, 1988.
Carr, Stephen L. and Robert W. Edwards. Utah Ghost Rails. Salt Lake City, UT: Western Epics, 1988.
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Stregtcars and Suburben Devdopment (1913 to 1929)

Foret Dde, as a municipality, failed in 1912 due in large mesaureto financial condraints, and the town was
disncorporated in 1913. The failure of the town gopears to have had a leest some effect on new home
congtmction in Foret Dde as the number of new houses built during this period declined, whereas new housing
congmction increesed during the same period in adjacent neighborhoods, where severd new subdivisons (e.g.,
Homeste Addition, Sxth Eagt, Stratford, Free, Wilmington, Adamson, and Bradford) were platted or existing
subdivisons, such a Liberty Wells, exparienced the largest number of new home garts in their history.'
However, the fact that much of the areawithin the Forest Dde historic district had been built out by this time
ds played a factor in limiting new housng constmction during this period. An exception to this was
devdopment of the housing tracts dong EIm Avenue and eest Smpson Avenue, where outside developers built
numerous Bungaow and Period Cottege resdencesthat, while not officially part of the Fores Dae subdivision,
aetied to the db and flow of Foret Dae throughout their post-constmction history.

The congmction dow-down was offset somewhat by the fiirther expanson of the intemrban Sreetcar system,
which reeched its pesk around 1918 and included multiple companies mnning paralle lines through Forest Dae
adong 700 Eag ad 900 Ead. This ready intemrban rail service, which was dowly replaced by busses and
persond automobiles beginning in the late 19205 continued to atract people to the suburbs of the SAt Lake
Valley.

Ninety-four (94) contributing properties assodaed with this time period ae located within the Fores Dde
Historic Didtrict. This represents epproximately 45 percent of al contributing properties inthe area All 94 ae
resdentid properties, though, as noted previoudy, an addition was congmcted on the Foret Dde LDS Ward
house during this period. All but two of the properties ae single-family homes two are double houses
(duplexes). Of the 92 single-family properties, 74 (80 percent) are bungdows. The vag magjority of thee are
located dong Elm Avenue and eest Smpson Avenue, in the housing tracts deveoped on the border of the
Forest Dde subdivison [Photogragphs 24 and 25]. The remaining properties are divided roughly equaly among
period oottages, late period foursquares, late period centra blocks with projecting bays, and residences of
undefined architectura form.

Bungdows were ubiquitous in the strestcar suburbs of Sdt Lake City, with the period from gpproximately 1915
to 1925 representing the height of thelr popularity in such locations. In generd, the Fores Dae bungaows from
this period conformed to the generic, mass production version of the form, which exhibited very little in theway
of exterior adomment and mantained only the basc characteridics of the prototypica bungaow. A good
example of such abungdow is the 1915 resdence & 809 E Wilmington Avenue [Photograph 26], which aso
incorporates dements of the Prairie Schoal style. However, builders did incorporate a number of different
syligtic variations into the resdences in Forex Dde. The 1922 resdence & 2319 South Lake Stregt is an
excdlent example of avemecular Prairie School style bungdow [Photograph 27] while the 1917 resdence a
850 Eag Wilmington Avenue incorporates classcd desgn dements of the Craftaman style [Photograph 28].

Ellis, Sheri Murray. A Reconnaissance Level Survey of the Liberty Wells Neighborhood, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake
County, Utah. Salt Lake City, UT: SWCA Environmental Consultants, 2007.
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During the middleto latter part of the period, and extending into the subssquent period, many bungaows were
built incorporating Colonid Reviva dements and clipped gables. The 1925 resdence & 752 Eagt Ashton
Avenue [Photogragph 29] isa very good example of such architecture from this period.

As noted, ahandfiil of very late period central blocks with projecting bays were congmcted within the district
during this period. The ca 1929 reddence & 827 Eag Wilmington Avenue [Photograph 30] isjust such an
example.

Toward the latter part of this period a sndl number of period cottages were congmcted within Fores Dae.
Such cottages were another very popular architectural form constmcted by devdopers within the Sreetcar
suburbs Nearly dl of the cottages were constmcted of brick, mostly striated brick, and many exhibited desgns
that were conducive to "mess production” within subdivisons. These desgnsfrequentlyincorporated only the
very basic period revival dements such as multiple segply pitched gables. Others, such as thosein Forest Dde,
incorporated dements of English Tudor or English Cottage design. Examples of such buildings include the
1924 resdence a 2331 South 700 Eadt [Photograph 31].

In addition to the many single-family dwellings that are assodaed with this period in Foresx Daé€s history and
ae conddered contributing to the district, two contributing double houses (duplexes) are d0 present. Thee
double houses are somewhat unique within the streetcar suburbss, as they represent higher densty housing thet
wes typicaly found in more urban settings However, saverd dreetcar suburbs around downtown SdAlt Lake
City are known to have included a surprisng number of such multi-family resdences. The two contributing
examples of double houses within the Fores Dae Historic District include the 1913 building a& 779-781 East

Smpson Avenue [Photogragph 32], which was congtmcted in a combination of Victorian and bungaow style,

ad the 1927 building & 861-863 Eagt Wilmington Avenue [Photograph 33], which incorporates dements of

Period Reviva architecture, including clipped gables.

Brick was by far the most common building materia used in buildings from this period. Regular, fired brick

continued in highfrequencies,but striated brick clearly began to risein popularity as apreferred materia given
its relatively extensve use on houses within the district as well & in other contemporary residentia

developments.

Congmction during this period within the district focused largely on the eestem portion of the district,
particularly dong 900 Ead, the southem dde of Wilmington Avenue between 800 Eadt and 900 Eadt, Smpson
Avenue between 800 Eat and 1000 Ead, EIm Avenue, and the portion of 800 Eadt north of Smpson Avenue.
However, buildings were dso condmcted as infill projects dong dreats throughout the district that ae
dominated by the Victorian architecture of the earlier periods.

Urban Growth and Infill (1930 to 1960) [ e
With the onsat of the Great Depresson in late 1929, housng constmction decreased dramatically. Throughout

the SAt Lake Valey, new housng garts dwindled to record low numbers as financing became increasingly
difficult to obtain. Within the Forex Dde Historic District, 19 properties from this period are conddered
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contributing dements. This represents gpproximately 9 percent of all contributing properties in the district, the
lowest percentage of properties snce the platting of the subdivision in 1890.

All of the contributing buildings from this period are residential smctures. Unlike the previous periods in the
aredshigory, the relative number of multi-family housing units to single-family housesincreased dramatically.
Of the 19 contributing properties from this period, 5 (26 percent) are multi-family units. For the mogt part,
houses congmcted during this period represant infill projects, either on the few remaining undeveloped lots
within the digtrict or on properties where older homes were tom down. The latter scenario—demolishing
historical buildings for redevdlopment purposes—is particularly tme in the case of a number of gpartment
complexes that were built during the 1950s Examples of theseincludethe 1953 Ranch style boxcar goartment™*
a 2253 South 700 Eadt [Photogrgph 34] and the 1954 Modem style gpatment a 2316-2322 South 900 Eadt
[Photograph 35]. Multi-family housing dso took the form of double houses two contributing examples of
which are presant within the district: a 1939 double house & 2349 South 700 East and a cal945 Minimal
Traditional style double house a 2245 South 700 Eat [Photograph 36].

Fourteen (14) contributing single-family homes are present within the district and affiliated with this time
period. Of these, near half (6) are mid to late 1950s variations of Ranch houses, such as those & 2261 South
Lake Sfreet (built ca 1953) [Photogragph 37] and 874 Ea Smpson Avenue (buih ca 1956) [Photograph 38].
Earlier vergons of the Ranch house form, as trangitional desgns from Period Cottage and World Wer 11 Era
Cottage forms, ae d0 presant, as represented by the ca 1948 resdence a 2318 South Windsor Avenue

[Photograph 39].

Brick continued as the mogt popular constmction materia, with oversgzed brick gaining popularity in the 1950s
Aluminum siding began to gopear with higherfrequencylater inthe period, and traditional wood siding wasall
but abandoned. Other cladding materids such as agbestos shingles and brick-patterned agphdt shingles dso
were usad in limited quantities.

Interstate 80 and Neighborhood Decline (1961 to 2008) .

In addition to the effect on the neighborhood from the widening of a magjor arterial, 700 Ead, in 1957, the
congtmction of Interstate 80 in 1961 and 1962 had a significant impact on the Forest Dae neighborhood. A
number of homes were removed to accomplish the constmction, but of equa significance was the splitting of f
of the westem and southem edges of the neighborhood that comprised the origina subdivision. Although a
passr-by with a keen eye can discem homes assodaed with the historic Forest Dae neighborhood in the
remnants of the subdivision, the westem and southem portions of the original subdivision, now sgparated from
the digtrict by Interdate 80 and 700 Eadt, no longer convey the architecturd or historic significance for which
the Fores Dae Historic Digtrict is eligible. Despite the mgjor transportation corridors that define the westem
and southem boundaries of the district, and the recent architecturd intmsions, dmost all of the aea

™ A boxcar apartment is one in which the long axis of the building is oriented perpendicular to the street and the main
entrance is in the narrow elevation facing the frontage. A centrally located corridor extends the length of the interior of the
building, providing access to apartments located on each side of the corridor.
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encompass=d by the origind subdivisonis intact and retains historic character. The years from 1961 to the
present are not conddered as being of the period of significance, as evidenced by the fact that only 13 buildings
from this period ae present within the digtrict's boundaries, and none of these buildings ae consdered

contributing to the overal integrity of the district.

All of the new congmction within Forex Dade during this period condss of teardown-and-rebuild projects
geared a increasing affordable multi-family housing; no single-family homes from this period are known to be
present in the district. Not only is the massing of these properties out of proportion with the predominantly
single-family housing of the rest of the neighborhood, but the focus on accommodating the modem automobile
culture results in property configurations that are inconsstent with those of the maority of resdentia
properties; that is, automobile parking is Stuated in front of or directly adjacent to the buildings wheress the
majority of historic properties have garages & the rear of the parcds, acoessad by mid-block alley ways. The ca
1970 gpatment complex a 2260 South 800 Eagt [Photograph 40], which exhibits dements of Modem style
with a predominantly horizontal profile acoentuated with vertical desgn dements and use of smple, dean
desgn lines, is an example of such aproperty. Because of the narrow but degp nature of the platted lots in the
Forest Dde subdivision, constmction of these large gpartment complexes required that they be oriented with
their long axis perpendicular to thefrontageroad, creating a Situation inwhich the primary public faBede isthe
dde of the building, devoid of doorways, porches, and windowsthat typify the single-family homesin the rest
of the neighborhood. These are boxcar gpatments, where the entrances to and fenestration of individual
goatments ae in the wall plane perpendicular to the dredt, leaving only afeaturdess eevation facing the Sreet.
The ca 1972 gpatment building a 2281 South Windsor Street [Photograph 41] is atypical example of boxcar
goatments in the neighborhood.

Architects and Builders

No specific architect or builder could be identified for most of the contributing resources within the Forest Dale
Higtoric Digtrict. By and large, houses within the dreetcar suburbs were congmcted by a variety of different
andl-scae contractors using reedily avallable commercid desgns or smply constmcting buildings bessd on
past experience and accepted practice. The Cannon Building Company, affiliated with the founder of Forest
Dde, George M. Cannon, was gpparently respongible for the constmction of many of the earlier (pre-1913)
buildings inthe area. Giventhe identical nature of many homes from this time period, it would gopear that the
buildings were congmcted according to a dandardized st of design plans, perhgos devedoped by draftsmen
within the company. Actud constmction was likely accomplished through a pool of laborers and contractors
ether permanently or temporarily hired by the company.

In a few cases of buildings within Foret Dae, specific architects were identified. Not surprisngly, these
achitects are assodated with the more daborate and/or unique buildings or with the homes of prominent
individuds, for it was rare for the average working dass person to hire an architect to design his or her home,
egpecidly during the rapid, mass constmction seenin the sreetcar suburbs of the Sdt LakeValley.
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Architect John A. Headlund, an immigrant from Sweden, desgned may loca private and public resdences in
the SAt Lake Valley, including the Immanud Baptist Church building (401 Eagt 200 South). Headlund, who
oncelived in aDutch Colonid Reviva home he desgned just to the northwest of Forest Dale a 1538 South 400
Ead and was condmcted ca 1904, was educated in Swveden and the U.S. (Chicago). He ventured wes to
Kansas City and then to Colorado Springs inthe late 1800s, ultimately settiing in Sat Lake City around 1889
The George M. Cannon House a 720 Eagt Ashton Avenue was among the first, if not the very first, house
desgned by Headlund upon his arrival in SAt Lake City.'” During his time in Sdt Lake City, Headlund
desgned more than 500 buildings in Utah, Idaho, Nebraska, and Wyoming."”* So exceptiond was Heedlund's
work, that three of hisbuildingsin the SAt Lake Valley are individually listed on the National Register for the
architectural merit. These buildings include the 1911 Immanuel Baptist Church & 401 Eagt 200 South (NRIS
No. 78002668), the 1906 Woodmff-Riter-Stewart House a& 225 North State Street (NRIS No. 79002507), and
the 1890 George M. Cannon House (NRIS No. 83004419).

Architect Taylor Woolley desgned the Prairie School style Samud Andrew Jackson House & 2276 South
Windsor Stredt, built in 1911. Woolley was trained by Frank Lloyd Wright and accompanied Wright to Europe
&s his draftaman for the Wasmuth portfolio. Elements of Wright's characteristic style can be seen in Woolley's
designs throughout the SAt Lake Valley. He is known to have employed the Prairie School desgn on many
other housss in the SAt Lake Valey and was a mgor proponent of the style in Utah.” Woolley desgned
buildings for avariety offrinctions,including resdentia, public, ad religious buildings.

Two architects are known to have worked on the design of the Forex Dae LDS Ward chepd. The first was
Peter Mortensen, who devdoped the initial design for the chgpd and who saw to the congmction of the
sanddione basament foundation. The sscond was Samud T. Whitaker, who design for the supersmcture of the
chapd was ultimately manifested in the final constmction.

Peter Mortensen was a contractor, builder, and architect employed by the Pacific Lumber Company, operated
by James R. Hay and Emest Romney. Mortensen was a Utah native, bom in Richfield, Sevier County, who does
not gppear to have recaved any forma architecturd training but followed his father into the carpentry
busness”™ Mortensen concaved of the chgpd a a Victorian Gothic building with three spires dong the
primary fafade. He was a member of the Forex Dde ward and was commissoned by the ward leeders to
prepare the desgn. Mortensen had only limited successas an architect, desgning only ahandfiil of buildings in
the SAt Lake City area; he was more well known as a contractor/builder for the lumber company and gpparently
had a tendency to over-extend himsdf financially in the pursuit of constmction. Mortensen oversaw the
congtmction of the sandgtone basament for the ward chapd, but an gpparent dispute with his boss, James Hay,
over a$3,900 debt Mortensen owed to the lumber company, led to the Mortensen alegedly murdering Hay in

Sargent, Arthur T. LfaA) - r/ie/n/and EAnp/re. Salt Lake City, UT: Deseret Books, 1902.

Temme and Roper, 1983.
" Ibid.
® Lufkin, Beatrice. National Register of Historic Places Registration Form for Yalecrest Historic District, 2007.

Foster, Craig L. The Sensational Murder of James R. Hay and Trial of Peter Mortensen. Utah Historical Quarterly, Vol.
65, No. 1, Winter 1997.
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Decamber 1901. Bassd on a preponderance of circumstantial evidence, Mortensen was convicted of the
murder and executed by firing squed on November 20, 1903 before any work had been completed on the
upergmcture of the chapd.

Architect Samud T. Whitaker had the unenviable task of taking over the Fores Dde LDS Ward chepd

congtmction project while the murder trial of building's first architect, Peter Mortensen, was underway.

Whitaker, a native of Sdt Lake City who was residing in Ogden a the time of the commission to complete the
chapd, dudied architecture in both SAt Lake City and Europe. For a time, he worked for the well-known
architecturd firm of Paulsen, Lavale & Whitaker, which had officesin Montana, Utah, and Massachusatts™
Whitaker dso worked as the inspector of public buildings in Ogden. Many of his mogt prominent works,
including the Grand Opera House of Ogden, the State Academy school building in Huntsville, and a school

building in Harrisville, were congmcted north of SdAt Lake City, in Weber County.After taking over the
Fores Dde LDS Ward chgpd project, Whitaker worked quickly to effect a new desgn, whether out of
discomfort a potentially having to implement another architect's desgnsor a the request of church leeders who
did not want the design of the seemingly murderous Mortensen completed in their ward. Whitaker's new design
diminated Mortensan's three-spire concept and Victorian Gothic style and replaced it with a large dome and
dements of the Neodasscd syle; itis aunique building among LDS architecture in Utah. The comerstone was
laid on July 13, 1902, ad the finished chapd was first used on Decamber 6, 1908Y*, a few scant weeks after
Mortensen was put to deeth.

Summary

The Forex Dde Historic District comprises one of the best and most comprehensve collections of late-
Victorian and early 20th century resdentid architecture in SAt Lake City. The array of architecturd types and
dyles presart in the district reflects both the protracted period over which the buildings in the district were
congmcted and the periods of boom and bugt in new housng dats. The continuous development of the
subdivison throughout the historic period lends a visud cohesveness to the neighborhood, as the transition
from earlier to later architecturd desgnsis visiblein the digtrict's housing stock, the majority of which are
conddered contributing to the district. Both historic and modem infill projects are present in the district. The
historic examples represent the final phase of frill build-out of the Forest Dae subdivision and contribute to the
digtrict's overal character. The modem infill projects, on the other hand, are not in keeping with the scae and
stylistic continuity of the rest of the district. These buildings are relatively rare and do not substantidly detract
from the integrity of the district. The overall architectura integrity of the district is reinforced by theuniformity
of the primary land use as single-family resdentid and the uniform setback, siting, and orientation to the Sreet
of individua housss Findly, avariety of architects and builders are represented by the buildings of the district
and range from local draftsmen working for the Cannon Building Company to nationaly known and

" Ibid.
Goodman, Jack. S.L.'s Handsome Forest Dale Ward Chapel. The Salt Lake Tribune, Sunday, September 11,1988.
Author unknown. Utah, Her Cities, Towns, and Resources. Chicago: Manly and Litteral, 1892.

MIbid.
Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
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intemationally trained architects such a Taylor Woolley, John Headlund, ard Samud Whitaker, men whose
influence and training is visible in the design of other prominent homesin the SAt Lake Valley.
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Statistical Summary of the Forest Dale Historic District Architecture

Evaluation/Status

Contributing

Primary Resources
(Total =249 buildings & 1 structure)

84% (211)

Non-Contributing

Outbuildings 59% (90)
(Total = 152) 41% (62)
Construction Dates 1847-1889 1890-1900 1901-1912
(contributing primary 1%(2) 13% (28) 32% (67)
resources only; by
Periods of significance) 1913-1929 1930-1960

45% (94) 9% (19)

Original Use
(contributing primary
resources only)

Railroad Related

<1%(1)

Architectural Style25 Classical
(contributing primary 2%
resources only)

WWII & Post-War

7%
Construction Materials® Brick
(contributing primary 88%
resources only)
Height 1 -story
(contributing primary 69%

resources only)

Totals exceed 100% as individual buildings
Totals exceed 100% as individual buildings

Single-Familv Dwelling
94% (197)

Multi-Family Dwelling

5% (10) <1%(1)

Mixed Commercial/Residential

<1%(1)
Victorian Earlv 20th Century/Bungalow
31% 46%
Modern Late 20th Century Other
<1% <1% <1%
Wood Stucco/Other Veneers Stone
9% 17%
1.5-storv 2-storv
29% 2%

may exhibit more than one architectural style.
may combine more than one type of construction material.

Public/Religious

16% (39; 26 altered and 13 out-of-period)

Period Revival

Concrete
5%



Forest Dale Historic District
Name of Property

8. Description

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for tfie criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

El C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

* B removed from its original location.

¢ C a birthplace or grave.

* Da cemetery.

« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

e Fa commemorative property.

¢ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Salt Lake Countv, Utafi
City, County and State

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1890-1961

Significant Dates
1690.1901. 1913. 1930

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

VARIOUS INCLUDING: JOHN A. HEADLUND, SAMUEL T.
WHITAKER. PETER MORTENSEN, TAYLOR WOOLLEY
CANNON BUILDING COMPANY

ANNNNNNNNNANNNNN S SSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

9. Major Bibliographical References SH|||||HHHRHIIIIP

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary detennination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously detennined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmari<

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

M state Historic Preservation Office

E Other State agency: Utah Dept. of Transportation
* Federal agency

¢ Local government

¢ University

¢ Other Name of repository:

]See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9
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Narrative Statement of Sgnificance

The Fores Dde Higtoric Didtrict is comprised of 250 primary resources, 211 (84%) of which are contributing.
The digtrictis locally significant under Criteria A and C for three primary reasons 1) its key association with
dregtcar devdopment in St Lake City; 2) its unique incorporation of a subdivison as an indgpendent town;
and 3) its architecturd merit. Under Criterion A, the district is significant for its association with suburban
(stregtcar) devdopment in SAt Lake City. The original Forest Dde subdivision, mogt of which is encompeassed
by the digtrict, was one of the first and largest platted subdivisons within the Big Field plat of SAt Lake City.
Unlike most other nearby subdivisons, which were platted around the same time by out-of-state developers and
non-Mormon busnessmen, the Foret Dde Historic District is a rare example of suburban devdlopment by
active and high-ranking individuals of the LDS church, who effectively aded in the face of the church
leederships disgpprovd of Mormonsbeing involved in activities such as land speculation. Early resdents of the
subdivison were hand sdected (through invitations to purchase property) by George M. Cannon ad his
patners, and they were frequently membars in high-ganding within the church and the broader LDS
community. Thisisin sharp contragt to other contemporary and sulbsequent subdivisonsin the areg, which were
settled on the premise of ample financial transactions and involved no particular effort to influenceor control
the socid or religious complexion of the neighborhood. The incorporation of the subdivison as atown is d0
unique among other subdivisons of the period, which remained as Smple neighborhoods within the corporate
boundary of Sdt LakeCity. . . .

The Forest Dde subdivison itsalf is sgnificant in the overall history of dreetcar subdivisons in St Lake City
and reflects the rdationship between the availability of mass trangt and the success of the development. The
incorporation of the intemrban sreat car sysem as a necessary and integral component of the subdivision paved
the way for future deveopment of sreetcar suburbs in the surrounding area (e.g., the many subdivisons of the
West Sugar House arear Sixth Eadt, Wilmington, Country Club Place, Adamson, Fairmont Springs Addition,
etc.), thereby egablishing a digtinctive pattem of community expandgon for the southesstern portion of SAt
Lake City. Foret Dde and the incorporation of trangt into its planning was influential in the development of
contemporary, Subssquent, and nearby subdivisons.

The Forest Dde Higtoric Didtrict dso contains an impressive collection of late-Victorian ea resdences that

render the digtrict significant under Criterion C. Further, the building stock represents the work of numerous
architects and desgners, including both locally trained draftsmen and nationally practiced architects, such as
Taylor Woolley. The resdences of the neighborhood, the vasg majority of which are consdered contributing
resources within the digtrict, ae among the mogt well-preserved collection of turn-of-the-century resdential

architecture in the Sdt Lake Valley, lending visual cohesveness to the district and distinguishing it from the
surrounding neighborhoods. The peatterning of architectura types and styles on the landscgpe within the district
clearly demondrates how the Foret Dde area was developed over time. One resdence within the district, the
George M. Cannon house a 720 Eagt Ashton Avenue, isindividually listed on the National Regigter of Historic
Hacesfor itsarchitecture.
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The overdl period of sgnificance for the Forest Dde Historic District extends from 1890 to 1959. Thistime
frame, ad its rdevance to the district, is best understood when divided into four contextua eras basad upon
sgnificant events ad frends within the areds history. These four eas are bracketed by two other eras that,
while not directly tied to the significance of the district, etablish the broader context for those periods that are.
Thus, for the purpose of datement of sgnificance, the following eras ae discussed: The Big Field ad
Agricultural Use (1847 to 1889); Speculaion and Platting the Subdivision (1890 to 1900); Forest DdeTown
(1901 to 1912); Streetcars and Suburban Devdopment (1913 to 1929); Urban Growth and Infill (1930 to 1960);
and Interstate 80 and Neighborhood Decline (1961 to 2008).

The four primary contextua eras—Speculaion and Platting the Subdivison, Forest Dde Town, Stregtcars ad
Suburben Development, and Urban Growth and Infill—are marked by key milesones in the history of the
district. The Speculation and Platting the Subdivison era begins with the platting of the Forest Dae Subdivison
by George M. Cannon in August 1890, Cannon having purchased the property in 1889 from the edtate of the
late LDS church presdent Brigham Young. This era 0 encompessesthe arrival of the first trandt (dreetcar)
savice in the Forest Dde areain 1891. The Foret Dae Town ea is highlighted by the incorporation of the
platted subdivison as Fores Dde Town on January 6, 1902 and endswith the disincorporation of the town due
to financial condraints. Although the Forest Dae Town did not survive, the neighborhood did, and it thrived
during the Stregtcars and Suburban Devdopment era as the trandt system reached the pesk of its development
and sarved as amgor factor in the sde and purchase of resdentid red edatein Forest Dde and surrounding
neighborhoods. The final primary contextud era, the Urban Growth and Infill period, marks the final phaese of
historica devdlopment in Forest Dae, when mog of the platted lots had been developed and only occasond
individual parcds or amdl sections of contiguous parcels were available for condruction of the distinctive
housing stock ofthe period.

Higstory of Forest Dale
The Big Fidld and Agricultural Use (1847 to 1889)

(This erais not conddered as being of the period of sgnificance.)) Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Sants(LDS; or "Mormons') sdttled the Sdt Lake Valley in July 1847, when the first confingent of
sHtlers arived under the guidance of church presdent Brigham Young. Within a few days of the pioneers
arrival inthe valley, the badc layout of SAt Lake City was in place. The city was laid out in plats; the platting
of the city took three years and one plat wes laid out in each of the first three years the settlers were in the
vdley™ The first three plats were desgned in agrid of 10-acre blocks, each block containing eight lots, with
dirt roads 132 feet wide and 20-foot wide sdewdks™ ™ The layout of the city was based upon the "Fa of the

Sillitoe, 1996.
® Alexander, Thomas G. Utah, The Right Place, The Official Centennial History. Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith
Publishers, 1996.

Sillitoe, 1996.
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City of Zion", a city plan with a configuration of lots and blocks and intended land uses put forth by Joseph
Smith, founder of the LDS Church. The configuration of the City of Zion plat encouraged family-level
ubsgence, efficient land use, and socid coheson by avoidingindividual, isolated resdences outsde of the
city'score area

The origina three plats for the city included the present downtown area and extending as far south as 900

South. The areato the south of this was platted in much larger lots of between 5 and 80 acres was commonly
referred to as the Big Field. TheBig Field, which encompassesthe Forest Dde Historic District, was desgnated

& an areawithin which primarily agricultural activities would take place in support of the resdents living in the
deveoping heart of the SAt Lake City. The amdlest lotsinthe areg, those of 5 acres, were to be located inthe
northem portion of the area dasest to the platted portion of the city (between 900 South and 2100 South) and

were to be ussd by "mechanics and artisans'. The larger lots, which were platted in 10-, 20, 40-, and 80-acre
parcas, were to be dlocated to farmers, mog of whom lived within the platted city but farmed outsde the city
limits™' The future Fores Dde neighborhood was part of the Ten-Acre Survey, which included the 10-acre
parcds and encompasad  the area between 2100 South and 4500 South/™

A large portion of the Ten-Acre Survey between 2100 South and 2700 South and State Street and 1300 Eat
was dlocated to then-presdent of the LDS Church, Brigham Y oung. This areaincluded the future Fores Dae
district. Young esablished an experimenta farm on the portion of this land west of 900 East”, known as the
Foret Farm, where he grew many different crops and tested different srains of fruits and vegetables to
determine which were mog auitable to the loca climate" Among his experiments were large groves of trees,
which ultimately resulted i n the property becoming known as the Foret Farm. Of great concem agriculturally
during this period was the gppropriation of avauable and limited resource, water. The LDS church isthe first
known entity to regulate water in the Sdt Lake Valley for agriculturd purposes. Farmers in the valey were
granted land and waterrightsby the Church, which, inthe absance of federa homestead laws, had laid claim to
al land within the Utah Territory. Thefirst water to irrigate the Fores Farm was diverted from Parley's Creek,
then known as Canyon Creek, and, with itscompletion in 1882, by the Jordan and St Lake City Cand ™M

In 1863, Young had a Victorian Gothic style farmhouse congmcted on the Fores Farm for severd of his
multiple wives. The resdence, which Y oung reportedly did not resde inbut visited regularly, was located just
eed of the presant-day Site of the George M. Cannon House (720 Eagt Ashton Avenue) within the Fores Dde
district. With the death of Brigham Young in 1877, the Forex Farm and the Y oung farmhouse were largdly
abandoned until 1839, when George M. Cannon, a local entrepreneur, red estate developer, and prominent

~° McCormick, John S. The Gathering Place, An lllustrated History of Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City: Signature Books,
2000.
Ibid.
Calkins, 2007.
A Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
~bid.
Calkins, 2007.
Gates, Susa Young. The Pioneer Forest Farm. In The Juvenile Instructor, Volume 54, No. 8, August 1919.
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member of the LDS Church, purchasad the farmstead from the Young etate.  Camon commissoned noted
architect John A. Headlund to design ahousefor him on the farm property, and constmction commenced on the
daborate Victorian Eclectic building in late 1889. The resdence, located & what is now 720 Eagt Ashton
Avenue, was completed in 1890, just west of the origina Y oung farmhouse. This house dandstoday as one of
the finest examples of late-Victorian resdentid architecture in the Sdt Lake Valley, as does the foursquare
reddence & 2225 South Lake Street, which combines both Victorian and Classcd dementsin the very early
and remaining example of foursquare buildingsin SAt Lake City.

By 1880, the core of the Sdt Lake City budness district extended south dong Main Street and one block on
ather gde to about 200 South. By 1890 it sretched to 300 South, and by the eariy 20* century to 400 South/™*
Y et, while downtown Sdt Lake City was booming and building constmction was occurring & arapid pace, the
Forest Dde arearemained primarily agricultura in nature; expandon of the developed portion of SAt Leke City
was occurring to the eest and west but far less 0 to the south (e.g., north of 900 South), a leest until the end of
the period.

The Caifomia gold msh of the late 1800s ad the arrival of the Transcontinental Railroad in 1869 led to the
transformation of Sdt Lake City from an isolated, agrarian religious Utopia to a crossroads for travelers heading
wes and amgor center for the movement of goods and people throughout the region. The deveopment of the
wedem rail sysem goread from the magor north-south and esst-west freight lines of the large railroad
companies to smdler, intemrban railways focused on transporting pessangars and smdl amounts of cargo
within and between Utah's rapidly growing Wasatch Front communities. In 1872, the first intemrban
(street/trolley car) company, the Sdt Lake City Ralroad (SLCRR) was organized by two of Brigham Young's
0ns and svard other busnessmen from the area’™ Slandard gauge rail was laid over afew miles of the earthen
dregsin Sdt Lake City, and mule- and horse-drawn cars transported pessengers through the downtown area
Within afew years, severd other short branches of the dregtcar sysdem had been congmcted in the city. In
1889, 9_.CRR crews began erecting an overhead eectrica catenary for what was to become the first dectric
trolley sysem in SAt Lake City.*" The trolley was an immediate uccess The cars provided not only afaster
means of getting about town, but aso provided somerelief from the dusty, often garbage clogged city dreets
that became veritable mud bogs during the spring and winter months. Soon, the trolley cars became crowded,
and agute busgnesamen in the city recognized the opportunity to cash in on the new transportation craze.

In the late 18805 largely as aresult of the sucoess of the trandt sysem, but dso to accommodate therapidly
growing population of Sdt Lake City, which doubled between 1830 and 1890, portions of the Big Field area
south of 900 South began to be divided into smdler, resdentid-sized blocks. Unlike the blocks within the
origina city plat area, which were configured as squares the ten-acre blocks inthe Big Field areatook the form

% calkins, 2007.
® McCormick, 2000.
® Carr and Edwards, 1988.
Abid.
Electricity for the line was generated by a power plant located on 200 East between South Temple Street and 100
South (Ibid).
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of rectangles, marking a striking divergence away from the Plat of the City of Zion concept championed by the
Mormon Church, which cdled for this portion of the SAt Lake City settlement to be dlocated to agricultura
purposes™ Within these new blocks, the resdentia lots were smdler than those downtown and dregts were
much narrower. This "new" configuration may have been a leest partially the result of the many out-of-date,
non-Mormon deveopers and investors who were involved in subdivision development in the areg; this pattem
wes perhgpsthe most common subdivision grid inthe nation a the time, largely because of its "smplelayout,
its efficient use of the land by diminating ‘wasted' property in the interior of blocks, and because it provided
dreat frontageto every lot on the block. "™ The departure from the Plat of the City of Zion in the Sregtcar
suburbs "brought about a dilution of the city's distinctive Mormon village gppearance, setting it more inline
with nationa pattems of devdopment.™**

Land merchants and speculators quickly identified the development potentia of the open lands of the Big Field,
and a the dose of the 1880s, they began purchasing available tracts as quickly as possble. Dozens of individual
subdivisons began to be plated within the newly surveyed portion of the Big Field. Between 1888 and the
depresson of 1893, goproximately 300 resdenfid subdivisons were recorded in SAt Lake County, representing
75 percent of the 400 subdivisons that would be platted inthe areaby 1900*" Thefreneticpace a which land
goeculation occurred is evidenced by the fact that between 1887 and 1838 the number of red edatefirmsin St
Lake City grew from 6 or 7 to 7A*" Many, perhagps the mgjority, of these firms were mn by non-Mormon
devdopers from gates such as Colorado and lowa, men who dayed in Utah only for a few years until the
housing boom edsd*”

Many devedopers commissoned the congmction of numerous single-family homes as speculatlive ventures,
having them built before abuyer was identified and renting them out until the property was sold to a permanent
owner. However, generdly speeking, constmction of housing within most of the subdivisons platted during this
period was quite limited due to five mgor factors. First, while the population of Sdt Lake City was expanding
rapidly, the soate of subdivison recordings far outpaced the number of people looking to purchase new homes
Second, city infrastmcture, including trangportation options, well-maintained roads, effective sanitation
sysdems etc., had not been extended to the area south of 900 South by this time. Third, the natiare of land
Soeculaion is one of minimal capitd investment and frequent reselling of land for profit, which does not
encourage the constmction of large numbers of houses on the hope abuyer will gopear soon. Fourth, Mormons,
who comprised the mgority of the population inthe Sdt Lake Valley a this time, were goparently reluctant to
purchase homes in outlying subdivisons, with a leest one out-of-gate red edate broker commenting thet
"Mormons ae slers, not purchasers ... in eghteen months our firm hes been in busness here, we have not

McCormick, 2000.

Roper, Roger V. The "Unrivaled Perkins' Addition": Portrait of a Streetcar Subdivision. Utah Historical Quarterly. Salt
Lake City: Utah Historical Society, Volume 54, Number 1, Winter 1986.

Ibid.
™ Aegerter, John Fred. Inglewood and Park View: A Look at Urban Expansion and Early Subdivision in Salt Lake City's
Original Agricultural Plats. Master's Thesis. Urbana-Champaign: University of lllinois, 1988.

Roper, 1986.
"ibid.
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mede asingle deto aMormon.” Findly, the financia panic of 1893, and the economic dowdown leading up
to it, put a damper on the red estate market and led to the failure of many red edtate deds™*” In the broader
context, it waan't until roughly 1910 that subdivison devdopment in Sdt Lake City began to gather momentum
agan", though Fores Dde gopears to have been an exception to this trend with the period of 1901 to 1912
representing its time of largest growth (See Section 7, Statisticd Summary of the Fores Dae Historic
Architecture).

George M. Cannon, who had purchased the expansve Foret Farm in 1889, was among those gpeculaors who
presaged the pending devdopment inthe former Big Field area Cannon was somewha unique inthisregard in
that he was a rare Mormon developer anong a majority of non-Mormon gpeculators who had arrived from
outsde of Utah to regp the financial gain of the rapidly expanding city. Cannon's efforts are particularly
interesting in light of the fact that he was a prominent member of the LDS church, the leeders of which
preeched extensvey agand red edate goeculation a the church's April 1889 genard conference”N' Cannon's
position within the hierarchy of the LDS church and ganding in the Mormon community undoubtedly
contributed to the suococess of Forest Dde during the early years of subdivision development, when many other
devdopas expaienced dow sdes Cannon's active promotion of Fores Dde in newspgpas by soecid
invitation to would-be resdents, and by his pro-active gpproach to ensuri ng dregtcar sarvice to the
neighborhood aso contributed to the subdivison's success

Speculaion and Platting the Subdivision (1890 to 1900)

Cannon was an adute and successful entrepreneur and red estate developer by the time he purchased the Forest
Farm. In addition to understanding the monetary vaue of the land surrounding the rapidly developing core of
St Lake City, he dearly had an interest in community planning to the extent that careful selection of ones
neighbors could create a harmonious community. Inlate August 1890, Cannon filed a plat with the SAt Lake
County Recorder’s office for the Forest Dae Subdivison, which covered an areabetween 500 Eagt and 900 East
and roughly 2200 South to 2450 South and included the Foret Dde Historic District.  The subdivison
included 13 blocks, of which dl but Block 9 were divided into atotal of 776 smdl lots measuring between 25
and 30 feet wide and 155 to 165 feet degp/™* Block 9, which was located in the southeest comer of the
subdivison and contained the new Cannon house and Brigham Young's Fores Famhouse, wes left
undivided.* Cannon began settlement of his new subdivision by inviting would-be resdents "from among those
he believed to be good citizens and agreegble neighbors'.

Roper, 1986.

Carr and Edwards, 1988.

Roper, 1986.

Ibid.

Plat of Blocks 9, 10, 11,12, and 13 of Forest Dale. Salt Lake County Recorders Office. August 21,1890.
Ibid. . :

Calkins, 2007.

Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
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Also in 1890, saverd new dregcar companies, including the SAt Lake Rapid Trangt Company (SLRT) were

grantedfranchisesto operae eectricd trolleys throughout SAt Lake Cityr The SLRT constmcted railsdong
many of the sameroutes opaaed by the S.CRR snce the 1870s, and for many years, the two companies ran

their cars Sde-by-sde, indirect competition. Cannon understood the critical importance of the dregtcar sysem

to the suooess of his residentid development. Access to goods and services was limited for resdents living

outsde of downtown Sdt Lake City, and trangportation options were largely confined to wagon travel for most
suburbanites. "Without the fast and convenient service of the dectric dreetcar, there would have been little

demand for building lots in the southeestern suburbs, and the land there would likely have remained farmland

much longer."™ Recognizing this, and in order to encourage, and ultimately enaure, the settlement of his

subdivison, Cannon entered into an agreement with one of the drestcar compenies that for the sum of

$21,000—a tidy amount in 1890—the company would provide intemrban service to the Foret Dde

Subdivison for itsfirst 20 years™

In 1891, the Rapid Trangt Stret Car Company extended sarvice south of the downtown area dong 700 Ead.
This line passad dong the westem boundary of the Fores Dde Historic District. Later, they and other
companies extended trangt lines dong 900 Eag and west dlong Ashton Avenue, thereby bracketing the Forest
Dde Subdivison with easly accessble sarvice The presence of these lines areated opportunitiesfor residentid
and commercid deveopment in Foret Dde and the surrounding areaiin away that they had not existed before.
Large numbers of new subdivisonswere platted dong the trangt lines and in the surrounding area during this
period, including the Perkins Boulevard Addition (1890), the Perkins Grandview Addition (1890), the Wext
Grand View Addition (1890), the Perkins Addition (1890), Winfield (1890), Paradise Addition (1890), Perkins
Second Addition (1891), and the Eagt Bank Addition (1893).M These subdivisons were far smdler than the
Fores Dde subdivison, with the largest of them, the Perkins Grandview Addition, comprisngonly 333 lots
compared to Forest Ddés 776 lots. Also unlike Forest Dde, these subdivisons, as mentioned earlier, were
primarily deveoped by non-Mormon speculators from out-of-gtate and largely housed St Lake City's growing
non-Mormon citizenry. For example, the Perkins Addition, established by Gilbert L. Chamberlin, ared edate

deveoper from Denver, Colorado, had no Mormons among itsoriginal residents®

These subdivisons would not have been nearly 0 popular with inventors and home buyers had the ectric
dregtcar sydem not been established in St Lake City. The popularity of such subdivisons gemmed from the
fact that they offered "thefresh air and uncrowded conditions of country living, yet, with their sregtcar access
they were only a short ride from the city center."N As evidenced by settiement pattems within the Forest Dde
Historic District, deveopment was heavily focused in the portion of the subdivison neares 700 Ead, the first
corridor in the areato see the devdopment of trangt service. The resdences that were consmcted in Forest
Dde during this period, 28 of which remain sanding a present, are dominated by late-Victorian types and

% carr and Edwards, 1988.
5" Roper, 1986.
Temme and Roper.
Broschinsky, 2004.
Roper, 1986.
Ibid.
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dyles. The exanples in Forest Dde comprise one of the most impressve collections of such buildings within
St Lake City's drestcar subdivisons and represent the broad array of Victorian forms being congmcted inthe
valley during this period, including central-block-with-projecting-bays, crosswing, Sde-passage/sde-entry,
foursquare, shotgun, and rectangular block forms. (See Section 7 for specific examples of excdlent
representations of these various formsin Forest Dde.)

The improvement of city infrastmcture during the 1890s played an important role in the development of Forest
Dde. Electrica sarvice, dbat unrdiable a first, was extended into the Big Fidd/Forest Dde areain 1891,
though it was primarily usad in public facilities such as the Cdder Park amusement center located immediately
south of Forest Dde. The devdopment of a city-wide sawer sygdem in SAt Lake City aso began during the
1890s when contractors laid sawer pipe dong five miles of downtown sreets bounded by North Temple,
Sscond Eadt, Fourth South, and First West/™ However, many portions of the community, including the Fores
Dde areq, were not connected to the sysem until the after the tum-of-the-century M

The availability of culinary water was dso afactor i n the success of Forest Dde. To address the issue. Cannon
and agroup of fellow community leeders banded together to form aprivate corporation to cregte culinary water
sydem that piped water into the subdivision. Obtaining the water rightsto do s provided a monumentd lega
chdlenge, but nonethdess they were succesdfiil in providing water to a leest some portions of the subdivision
by the end ofthe 1890s

During the 1870s and 1830s the area encompasing the Forest Dde Historic District was loosaly included in
the Sugar House Ward of the LDS Church (award is an ecclesadticd  unity™*. Asthe population began to grow,
however. Fores Dde waranted award of its own. The Fores Dae Ward wes formally organized in 1891 out
of the Sugar House Ward™ It was bounded on the north by 2100 South, on the south by 2700 South, on the
wes by 700 Eadt, and on the eest by 1000 Eadt. Over time, the ward boundaries both expanded and contracted
to accommodeate the rapidly changing population, ultimately achieving its current boundariesin the late 1920s
By 1900, the ward included 538 resdent mambas™ the mgority of which would be categorized as middle
dassderks, panters, carpenters, and office workers.

Forest Dde Town (1901 to 1912) ,®

Sdtlement of the Fores Dde Subdivison had been 90 successful that Cannon suggested the area become
incorporated as its own municipality, splitting off from SAt Leke City, whose leeders were more focused
addressing issues assodaed with the heavily urbanized and congeted downtown area than those of the
seemingly idyllic suburbs On Cannon's urging, a petition was circulated among resdents living in the aea

Alexander, 1996.

Sillitoe, 1996.

Wards are the ecclesiastical units of the LDS Church.
® Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
M bid.
67 1900 Census for Utah.
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bordered by 500 Ead, 1100 East and Highland Drive, 2100 South, and 2700 South, boundaries that

encompessad alarger areaithan just the original subdivison.™* The petition urged County officials to incorporate
the area within these boundaries as the Town of Forest Dde. The petition, which was 9gned by 137 adult

reddents of the areq, d<0 requested that Josgph W. Summerhays be gppointed Presdent of the Board of

Tmgees and that Brigham W. Ashton, Pa Ryan, Roya B. Young, and John M. Cannon be gppointed to the

board until formal eections could be hdd The County Board of Commissoners gpproved the petition, and

the Town of Forest Dae was incorporated on January 6, 1902, and Cannon soon became known as the "Father

of Fores Dde' N

With the incorporation of Fores Dae, sattlement increased rapidly in the new town; 32 percant of the
contributing resources within the Foret Dae Historic District were consmcted during this period, sscond only
to the next period in the areds history. However, the new town experienced subgtantiad chdlenges to exigence
from the beginning of its incorporation due to the lingering effects of the generd economic downturn of the
1890s Although there were many benefits to the incorporation, there were dso many responsbilities, including
maintenance and expanson of the culinary and fire suppresson water system, provison of fire and police
sarvices, maintenance of roads, dregt lighting, and other infrastmcture, and enforcement of public hedth laws
and other community policies. Over time, the burden of these responsibilities, particularly those related to the
water sysem, became too much for the young municipality, and the Town of Foret Dae wasdisincorporated.
It was subsumed back into the boundaries of SAt Lake City in the fall of 1912.

Prior to their dissolution, the leeders of the Town of Forest Dde took advantage of the municipa gatus to
negotiate a ded with the drestcar companies whereby 700 Eadt, the major thoroughfare through the town,
would be graded and gravded (and rolled to compress the gravel) as part of improvements to the trandt sysem
through the town. So plessed were town leeders with the result that they passad specific ordinances to protect
the integrity of the roadway, including enacting an 8-mile an hour goead limit and restricting wagon travel to
only thase wagons whaose whed's were 4 inches or greater in width.™

A smdl brick school house (snce demolished) had been congmcted on the northeest comer of Smpson
Avenue and Lake Stret, but by 1911, the building was aandoned in favor of a much larger building, the Forest
Public Schoal, erected by the Granite School District & the comer of 2100 South and 900 Eadt, ds0
ubssquently razed™

Residentid devdlopment in Foret Dde during this period was strongly influenced by late-Victorian desgns.
Centrd-block-with-projecting-bays resdences were the mos common building form congmcted in the
subdivisons during this period, demondrating the perssence of this form and its popularity among the

@& Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
~Nlbid.
~°lbid.
Ibid.
Golden Jubilee Committee, 1946.
Sanborn Map Company. Fire Insurance Map, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1911.
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desgners of the Camon Building Company and home buyers dike. During this period, new architectural forms
gopeared in Forest Dde. Specificaly, the Cdifornia-based bungaow desgn gopeared as minor component of

Fores Ddés built environment. The juxtaposition of these smple, low-dung, rectangular bungaows with the
complex and typicaly verticaly-oriented Victorian buildings visually evokes an understanding of how the older

architecturd forms of past gengdions were giving way to the "modem” forms of the new century. Noted

architects such as Taylor Woolley usd the bungdow form as a paette for introducing and promoting the
Prairie School styleof architecture within Sdt Lake City.

LDS church leedars in Fores Dde had dso ssen to substantiad development to serve their congregation. The
former Brigham Y oung farmhouse hed saved as the LDS meeting house since the ward's creation in 1891. By
1900, the congregation had outgrown these facilities and effortswere underway to consgmct a new, larger
mestinghouse. The ward purchasad alarge lot across the dreet (north) of the farmhouse, and largely through
donations from ward members and others, funds were secured to constmct the building.

Wad member, Paer Mortensen, a contractor, carpenter, and architect for the Pacific Lumber Company,
prepared the desgns for alarge, three-spired, Victorian Gothic chapd, clearly evocative of the architecture of
the Young famhouse. Mortensen oversaw  constmction as work began on the hewn sandgtionefoundation.
Artisans from the ward lead crews in the constmction.N" Congimction was just completed on the foundation in
late 1901 when Mortensen wes arested and executed for the murder of ancther Forest Dae resident, James R.
Hay, one of the owners of the Pacific Lumber Company. Work ceessd on the chapd until architect Samud T.
Whitaker was retained to finish the constmction. Whitaker redesgned the supersgmcture of the building, and
work recommenced. Congtmction was completed in 1903. In 1905, the SAt Lake Country Club constmcted a
large recreationd facility, which included tennis courts and a golf course, immediately eest of Forest Dale,
between 900 Eadt and 1100 Eadt from 2200 South to 2700 South™ A portion of this land would later be
desgnated as Fairmont Park and today sarves as amunicipa golf course

Another change to the Fores Dae landscape occurred in 1909 with the constmction of aconnector railroad line
through the area by the Denver & Rio Grande Wesem (D& RGW) Railroad Company. 1n 1908, the D& RGW
had acquired ownership of severd ralroads in the SAt Lake Valey, including the St Lake & Eastem Railway
(SL&E), which connected to the St Lake & Fort Douglas Railway & roughly 2200 South Highland Drive,
near the Sate Penitentiary, and extended eedt up Parley’'s Canyon to Park City. The SL&E sarved the Slver
mines of Park City, bringing ore to the amdters inthe SAt Lake Valley and dsewhere. I1norder to improvethe
efficiency of their operations, the D& RGW acquired aright-of-waydue eest of their mainrail yard (the Roper
Yard) in South SAt Lake City to the SL&E connection with the SAt Lake & Fort Douglas line. The line was
congmcted in 1909 and passad through Forest Dde, just north of Smpson Avenue. The line effectively split
the neighborhood into two haves, but the impact of this effect on the cohesveness of the neighborhood gopears
to have been negligible.

Calkins, 2007.
Carr and Edwards, 1988.
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Stregtcars and Suburban Devd opment (1913 to 1929)

Despite its disncorporation as atown. Fores Dde continued to thriveinto the 1910s and 1920s Constmction
of an addition to the LDS chapd, which was to contain an amusemeant hall, offices, and dassooms beganin
late 1913 and was completed in August 1915, for the cost of $22,000."

In 1918, Utah Light & Railway merged with arival company. Sat Lake Light & Traction to form Utah Light &

Traction. By 1919, dreetcar routes extended throughout the city, including the University of Utah and Fort
Douglas, and offered service throughout the valley to Holladay, Midvae, and Sandy. As mentioned previoudly,
theze lines extended dong the eest and west boundaries of the Forest Dae neighborhood a well. The lines
offered dops for resdents who worked in downtown Sdat Lake City or dsewhere in the valey but wanted to
live outdde its heavily urbanized core area.

The lure of essy trandt and suburban living enticed numerous buyers into purchasing lots and erecting homes in
Fores Dde during this period. Approximately 45 percent of the contributing resources within the district were
congmcted between 1913 and 1929. Thisis the largest number of buildings in the history of the community,
even greder than the heyday of the Forex Dde townsite. The overwhelming majority of constmction was
resdentid in nature, with single-family homes being far more common than multi-family buildings.
Deveopment occurred largely inthe eestem half of the areg, doser to 900 Eadt, dong Smpson Avenue eedt of
900 Ead, and dong Elm Avenue, the westem half of the neighborhood had dmogt been entirdy "built out” the
ed of the Fores Dde Town Period. The devdopments dong Elm Avenue and Eag Smpson Avenue were not
undertaken by Cannon or the Cannon Building Company but by other developers, however, these two arees
were assmilated into the Fores Dde neighborhood and more strongly influenced by Foret Dde than by
aurrounding developments  throughout their post-constmction history. As such, they ae included in the
proposed district, though their housing gock isvisudly distinct from the rest of the area

Forex Ddes housng sock from this period illustrates the growing assmilation of nationa frends into Salt
Lake City's architecturd resources The bungdow form usurped late-Victorian forms as the most common
resdentid type in the subdivison. This change represents a pervasve trend sweeping through the city's
suburban devdopment a the time, when the bungdow form became the most popular residentiad form for
dregtcar suburbs—largdy because of its ample desgn and condudiveness to "mass-production” by designer-
builders rather then fidly traned architects Period Cottages ds0 gopeared in Fores Dde during this time,
though not with the samefrequencythat they were constmcted in other sreetcar subdivisons inthe area (See
Section 7 for specific, wel-preserved examples of these bungdow and Period Cottage forms in Forest Ddle))

Similar suburban growth was occurring dsaewhere in St Lake City during this period, particularly within its
outheedern quadrant, where the platting of subdivisons continued a a rapid pace Among the new
subdivisons in the vicinity of Fores Dade were the Homesite Addition (1913), the Sixth East subdivision
(1914), the Stratford subdivison (1918), the Free subdivision (1922), the Wilmington subdivision (1924), the

" Calkins, 2007.
Carr and Edwards, 1988.
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Adamson subdivison (1925), and the Bradford subdivision (1927). Further to the eedt, the expandve Highland
Park subdivison with its 3,124 lots, the Ydecrest subdivisons (1911-1938), and the Gilmer Park subdivision
(1919), rgresented a new trend toward complexity and sophistication in subdivision design, incorporating
curving greets, blocks of varying szes and shgpes and neighborhood-wide landscaping. Forest Dale, on the
other hand, like itsother contemporary subdivisions, isrepresentative of a dandard gridded layout.

Interestingly, suburban devd opment continued strongly into the early 1920s in Forest Dde and the surrounding
neighborhoods. On the whole, the gate of Utah experienced an economic dowdown following the end of World
Wa |, when demand for mining and agriculturad products and rail trangportation of materidsfor the war effort
decreased. St Lake City was, however, somewha insulated from the dowdown, as the city had transitioned
away from afrontiertown fiilly dgpendent on extractive industries and resource exploitation to aregional center
more dependant on a service economy.

The increase in popularity of auto and bus trave in the late 1920s resulted in a massve scding-back of the
dreetcar sysem. Beginningin 1926, trolley tracks throughout the valley were removed, dthough in some casss
it was eeger ad less expendve to Smply pave over the tracks rather than remove them. The gregter reliance
on automobiles dowly began to change the architectura landscgpe of Fores Dale, as larger garages had to be
built to accommodate carsand tmcks, and Situating garagesfor acoess from thefrontageroad rather than a mid-
block aley became socidly desrable By mid 1944, dl trolley service in the valley was diminated. ™

Urban Growth and Infill (1930 to 1960)

The Great Depresson hit the entire sate of Utah hard; in 1932 the state had the fourth highest unemployment
rate in the country, & 36 percent”N' Statidics indicate that in 1935 one out of five, or 20 percent, of Sdt Leke
County families were receiving financia relief in one form or another* Many more were living below the
poverty line. Little resdentid or commercid deveopment occurred inthe Forest Dale areg, or dsewhere in the
date or nation, during the throes of the Great Depresson. Few resdents had the availablefimdsto purchase
homes, banks were unable to lend monies a acceptable interest rates, and the relative cogsof building materias
had skyrocketed. In fact, only 19 of the contributing resources within the Fores Dae Historic District were
congmcted during this period, the lowest number of properties snce the Fores Dae Subdivision was platted.
Of these 19 properties, all but ahandfiil were consmcted after the dose of World War |1, during the post-war
housing shortage created by the retum of thousands of young Gls ready to establish households of their own.
Congmction took the form of ether infill projects on the very few remaining undeveloped lots within Forest
Dde or of teardown-and-rebuild projects where older homes were demaolished and replaced with new, more
modem homes Other existing homes in the areawere expanded through the constmction of additions, mostiy to
the rear of the buildings because of the narowness of the building lots. Gregter dependence on persond

Ibid

<« |bid.
Sillitoe, 1996.
Ibid.
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automobiles, larger now than their predecessors, ingtigated constmction of new, larger garages as well as
garage/carport additions in some indances.

The new buildings congmcted in Fores Dde during this period represent nationa post-war frendsin housing
devdopment. World War |11 Era Cottages—moderatdy szed, rectangular or boxy buildings with minimal

omamentation—replaced bungdows and Period Cottages and reflected pos-war conoegpts of necessary oece
and domedtic technology (e.g., indoor refrigerators ingead of ice cheds, centrd air conditioning, and separate
"utility rooms' to house washers, dryers, ad the homes mechanicd equipment such as furnaces, circuit
breskers, etc.). Severd extant homesin Fores Dde illustrate the transition between Period Cottages and World

War || Era Cottages and teke the form of smple, rectangular buildings with the long axis oriented paralléel to the
dreat and seeply pitched, gable roofs. After the trangition to the World War |1 Era Cottage form was complete,

roof forms changed to moderately degp to low-pitched gable roofs and low-dung hipped roofs. The sscond

nationa architectural trend incorporated into Forex Daées housng sock is the Ranch House form. This
Cdifomia-based form offered larger resdences, separation of domestic activity areas and incorporation of even
more modem technology. It <o lent itself well to mass- or pre-fabricated constmction in the rapidly growing
suburbs and represented a retum of country (ranch style) living to urbanized communities. The Ranch House
exanples in Forex Dde ae typicd of those in St Lake City's suburbs but their presance reflects the
culmination of historical architecturd devdopment in the subdivison and maintans the continuity of

architecturd trendswithin the district.

As the fina build-out of Sdt Lake City's downtown and suburb aress occurred during the post-war period, the
city's infrastmcture, particularly its roads had to be upgraded to accommodate the popularity of modem
technology. Specifically, the community's road system had been desgned for wagons and Sreetcars, not the
post-war boom of persond automobiles, semi-tmcks, and public buses. In 1957, the 700 Eadt roadway was
widened by the Utah Department of Trangportation. The majority of the widening through the Foret Dde area
took place dong the west dde of the road, and all of the houses dong that Sde were demolished to make way
for the expandon/™ The road widening effectively cut off the westem portion of the former Forex Dae
townsite from the rest of the devdopment. The "exiled" area thus became more subject to the influences of the
community to the north, south, and west of it than of thase of the rest of Forest Ddle.

Interstate 80 and Neighborhood Decline (1961 to 2008)

Road constmction took another toll on Fores Dde in 1961 and 1962 with the constmction of Intergate 80
through the southem portion of the neighborhood. The freeway's constmction resulted in the demolition of
sverd historical homes dong the south dde of Ashton Street as well as those on the southem fiinges of the
former Fores Dde town. Farmont Park and the Foret Dde Golf Course were dso modified to accommodete
the new roadway, with the park being located entirely north of the interstate and the golf courselocated entirely
south of it. The interdate d<0 resulted inisolating a smdl section of what had been part of the origina Forest
Dde town south of theroad. Constmction of the interstate had indirect effects as well. While the direct impeacts

83 calkins, 2007.
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avoided the historical Brigham Y oung farmhouse, concems over long-term adverse effects on the ssmcture from
continuous vibration asodated withfreewaytraffic resulted in the relocation of the building from its original
dte on Ashton Avenueto Thisis the Place Heritage Park in 1976. The years from 1961 to the present are not
pat of the period of significance for this nomination, and none of the buildings from this are consdered
contributing to the overal integrity of the district. \Y

Dexpite the intmsions of the interdate and a handfiil of recent multi-family buildings. Fores Dde retains a
ocohesve character rooted initshistorical origins and evokes its periods of most significant development. The
grong collection of late-Victorian homes, the high physical integrity of resdences of subsequent development,
and the retention of the historic patten of siting and dreet layout all to the sanse of the neighborhood's
devedopment prior to the constmction of the adjacentfreeway.The George M. Cannon House and the unique
Forest Dde LDS Ward house, two of the earliest extant buildings inthe areaand closdly alied with the history
of the district, are wel-presarved and are significant landmarks of the district. Although the southem and
westem boundaries of the original subdivisonwere split off by Szesble trangportation corridors, the Forest
Dde neighborhood is large and intact enough to convey its unique devedopment as a subdivison and a
community.

Summary

The Foret Dde Higtoric District hes a long ard unique history that is reflected in its wdl-preserved
architecture. The majority of contributing resources within the district are tied directly to the key periods of
sgnificance within the neighborhood and illustrate the digtrict's rise first as one of the earliest, and most
enduring subdivisonsin the St Lake Valley, then as an independent town, and finally as a sregtcar suburb
and pog-war community. Becausethe bulk of the development occurred over arelatively short period of time,
the architectura resources demondrate aremarkable level of visua cohesvenessin both style and patterning on
the landscagpe. The collection of late 19th and early 20th century Victorian central-block-with-projecting-bay
resdences and early 20th century bungdows are among the most intact examples in the area The post-war
higtorical building sock, while not a subgtantid component of the neighborhood in terms of numbers of
buildings, contributes to the overal continuity of Fores Dde through time and adds to the spectmm of
architectura history of the neighborhood. The Foret Dde Historic District contributes significantly to the
historic resources of SAt Lake City and dands as an excdlent example of how this community developed over
time and what factors played arolein that devd opment.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Bounded on the west by 700 Eagt between Interstate 80 and the centeriine of Smpson Avenue ad by the
wedem property boundary of all parcds dong the west dde of Lake Strest from Smpson Avenue to
approximatdy 2140 North Lake Street; bounded on the south by Interdate 80 from 700 Eadt to gpproximetdy
771 Eag Ashton Avenue, then eest dong the center line of Ashton Avenue to the centeriine of 900 Ead;
bounded on the et by the centeriine of 900 Ead between Ashton Avenue and the southem parcd boundary
line of private resdences on the south Sde of Smpson Avenue (eest of 900 Eadt), north of Farmont park;
thence eet dong the parcd boundaries to the end of Smpson Avenue, thence north to the northem parce
boundaries of the private resdences on the north sde of Smpson Avenue, eedt of 900 Eadt; thence west dong
the northem parcd boundaries of sad resdences to gpproximatdy 876 Eag Smpson Avenue; thence north
dong the reer (west) parcd boundary of severd modem properties dong the west dde of 900 Eadt to the
northem property boundary of parces lining the north dde of EIm Avenue; bounded on the north by the
centeriine of Commonwedth Avenue between gpproximately 870 Ead the centeriine of 800 Eadt, and by the
modem commercid development north of 2152 South 800 Eagt and 2159 South Lake Street. Sz mep for
detalls.

Boundary Justification

The district boundary described above encompassesthe last remaining cohesve component of the Forest Dde
neighborhood/subdivison and strongly relaed subdivisons. The portion of the neighborhood located between
500 Eagt and 700 Eadt was cut of ffromthe main portion of the Fores Dae neighborhood/subdivison with the
1957 widening of 700 Eadt. Sad portion of the origind Forest Dde plat hes seen far more visua and
architecturd intrusons and modificationsthan the district and no longer reflects its connection to the larger
neighborhood. The southenmiogt portion of the origina plat weas effectively destroyed by the congtmction of
Intergate 80 inthe 1960s and the few remaining properties to the south of Interdate 80 that were pat of the
origind plat are now visualy sgparated by the devated interstate berm. The northem and eestem boundaries
represent the gpproximate origina boundaries of the Forest Dale Subdivision plat and contain the contemporary
historica buildings associaed with the neighborhood's devdopment. Interdate 80 to the south, 700 Ea to the
wes, Farmont Pak to the eest, and modem commercid development to the north all form natura and distinct
boundaries around the district.
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Common Label Information:

Forest Dde Higtoric District

St Lake City, SAt Lake County, Utah

Photogrgpher:  Sheri Murray Ellis

Dae vaious March 2008, June 2008, and January 2009
Digital color photogrgphs on file a Utah SHPO.

s WONpE

All phatos printed & Utah SHPO usng approved archival pape and ink

Photo No. 1

6. Sregape Lake Sresl Camera fading north.

PhotoNo. 2:

6. Sregscape Wilmington Avenue Camera facing ead.

PhotoNo. 3:

6. Mid-block alley betwean Lake Sfrest and 800 East. Camera facing north.
PhotoNo. 4:

6. 2222 South Lake Street Cameara fadng west.

Photo No. 5:

BhotoNseofge M. Cannon House, 720 East Ashton Avenue: Camera facing south.
Bhoto Nbogensen/Sewart House, 2228 South Lake Street. Camera facing west.
E’hotol@c%ﬁg: South 700 East Camerafacing eedt.

6. 770 Eag Ashton Avenue Camera facng south.

Photo No. 9:

6. 2248 South Lake Sregt. Camera fadng wedt. ;T

Photo No. 10:
6. 2280 South 800 Eadt. Camerafacing southwest.
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PhotoNo. 11:
6. 819 Eag Smpson Avenue. Camera facing north.

PhotoNo. 12: ~'

6. 827 Eag Wilmington Avenue Camera facing north.
Photo No. 13:

6. 2334 South 900 Eadt. Camerafacing west.

PhotoNo. 14:

6. James R. Hay House, 2245 South Lake Stregt. Camera facing eed.
PhotoNo. 15:

6. Josgoh Hansen House, 776 Eagt Smpson Avenue. Camerafacing south.
PhotoNo. 16:

6. 2287 South Windsor Street. Camerafacing eed.

PhotoNo. 17:

6. Arm M. Cannon House, 2329 South Lake Street. Camera facing ead.
Photo No. 18:

6. Buehna House, 2292 South Lake Sret. Camera facdng wedt.
PhotoNo. 19:

6. 2167 South 800 Eadt. Camera fading eed.

Photo No. 20:

6. 2298 South 800 Eadt. Camerafacing west.

PhotoNo. 21:

6. 2337 South Windsor Street. Camerafacing eedt.

PhotoNo. 22:

6. Samud Andrew Jackson House, 2276 South Windsor Sregt. Camera facing wed.
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Photo No. 25:

6. Sregcape of et Smpson Avenue Camea facing ead.
Phaoto No. 26:

6. 809 Eag Wilmington Avenue Cameara facing north.
Photo No. 27:

6. 2319 South Lake Srest. Camera fadng eed.

Photo No. 28:

6. 850 Eag Wilmington Avenue Camera facing south.
Photo No. 29:

6. 752 Eag Ashton Avenue Camera fadng south.
PhotoNo. 30:

6. 827 Eag Wilmington Avenue Camera facing north.
PhotoNo. 31:

6. 2331 South 700 Eag. Camera fadng east

PhotoNo. 32:

6. 779-781 Eag Smpson Avenue Camera facing north.
Photo No. 33:

6. 861-863 Eas Wilmington Avenue Camera facing north.
Photo No. 34:

6. 2253 South 700 Ead. Camera fadng eed.

Phaoto No. 35:

6. 2316-2322 South 900 Ead. Camera fadng west. \Y/

Photo No. 36:
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Photo No. 39: ~ ~
6. 2318 South Windsor Avenue. Cameara facing west.

Photo No. 40:
6. 2260 South 800 Eag. Camera fadng west

PhotoNo. 41.
6. 2281 South Windsor Sfreet Camera facing east
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