


ARHTECTLIRALL S OGN H CANCE (describe inportant architectural features and

evaluate in terns of other buildingswthin conmunity) *
The Silas Dean House is one of asmall nunber G Geek Revival cottages in'Sonehamwith a front,
porch formed by the front slope of the roof which extends over a cutaway facade. Constructed
c. 1840, it retains the traditional, five bay, center entrx form of earlier houses™ but is *
updated by the stylish notifs of its porch vhich includes tour Tuscan col ums carrying a w de,
bracketted frieze. Arvrear ell extends fromthe south- end of the' rear el evation, which nay be
sonevwhat |ater indate as it rests on abrick( foundation while the main part of the houseis
founded on granite. Wndows contain &6 sash and tlie'entry has .full- | ength sidelights. The
main alteration to the house i s the apPI ication of alumnumsiding and stormw ndows. The house
faces west on Pine Street inamd to late nineteenth century residential setting.

i - e
HSTARCAL S AN H CANCE Cejcplainthe role owners played in local or state history
and ho,' the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity)

The Silas Dean House possesses-integrity of location, design and setting and i s significant
primarily for its associations with Silas Dean, one of.S onehamis nost promnent nineteenth
centuiy citizens. It neets criterion Bof the National Register of Historic Places.

Silas Dean (bom in 1815), had along career as town clerk, historian, auctioneer, justice of
the peace, educator, and nerchant. Hs History of Sonehamwas published in 1870, and forned a
nucleus for the later (and |ast) h|stor¥‘ of the townwritten by’ Stevens i n 1891. [ n 1842-43

he maintained aprivate school inthis house, and maintained his Town Gerk office, which he
hel d for over forty years, inarear roomof the house.-

There are a nunber of Geek Revival cottages with full porches of this type i n &oneham and
they are noted inthis survey. Wile thi® one retains nost of its original features, it has
unfortunately been altered by al umnumsiding.

B BV. &R\ and/ or REFERENEES

1874 nap of S oneham
W Stevens, History of Soneham p.192
Silas Dean, History of Soneham 1870
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