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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Saint John's Cathedral was constructed 

1905 - 1911. Eighteen architects submitted design^ for a 

Gothic cathedral in a national competition. Tracy & Swarthout 

New York were commissioned architects.

The apsidal structure consists of chancel, a nave 

of 16 bays, narthex and two matching towers at the portal. 

Material is dressed Indiana limestone from the Bedford quarries 

Length of center aisle is 185'. Height floor to roof is 65'. 

Towers are 100', housing a peal of 14 bells and a great bell. 

16 aisle windows, 16 clerestory windows (32'), 11 chancel 

windows, Last Judgement above the portal- represent a 

hundred years of glass design by English and American artists. 

The chancel is furnished with a^Romanesque altar screen of 

oak and 16 figures carved in Oberammergau c. 1881. 

Stones from the foundations of Canterbury Cathedral and 

Westminster Abbey are set into the narthex walls.

Saint John's Cathedral and the nearby Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Concept!on represent the Gothic Revival in 

American church architecture. The cathedral provides 

architectural space of a high order; it also demonstrates 

the aspiration which guided urban development of the

Denver community. The Late Gothic Revival building is quiet 
and dignified in design. JDke English Perpendicular inspira­ 
tion and the monochromatic use of the stone further emphasize 
the grandeur and dignity of the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present cathedral structure is the
second cathedral and third parish church of Saint John's 
Church in the Wilderness, Denver. This congregation was 
the firs.t church prgani zed in the mining camp of Denver, 
Kansas Territory 'on^ January 29, Ic^Gv-Jfee parish"''still 
operates as Saint John's Church in the wilderness under 
a special charter 'granted "by the Territorial legislature 
in 1861. The Anglican system of administration, in 
which a cathedral provided a centralized and visible place 
of authority for the Bishop of a diocese, was suspect in 
post-revolutionary America. Churchmen who labored to 
maintain the worship of the church in their new republic 
were wary of monarchical forms. Thus, while the history 
of Denver is recent, Saint John's Cathedral , Denver is 
the third Anglican cathderal in the western hemispere. 
In 1879 The Rt. Rev. Hohn Frankli^-Bp^rldlTis, Bishop of 
Colorado and the Rev. H. Martyn Hart^ Recter of Saint Johfi's 
agreed to establish a cathedral"~sys"tem in the new state 
and diocese.

Dean Hart, an Englishman, built in Denver
two cathedrals, sponsored the community welfare, education 
and morality. His grave li^es outside the eastern wall 
of the cathedral.

After 1925 the Deans and vestry of the 
Sathedral have commissioned architects and artists of 
Denver to design and furnish its chapels and adjoining 
buildings, and &ave sponsored music for the community 
in addition to liturgical music.

Since 194-0 the Cathedral has sponsored 
or opened its doors to civil rights organizations. The 
Unity Council, formed by Dean Paul Roberts here, became 
the founding force for Denver's official Commission 
on Community Relations.



Saint John's Cathedral Archives 
State historical Society Library 
Western History Dept. Denver Public Library 
Alien DuPont Breck "Episcopal Church in Colorado"

H. Martyn Hart "Recollections & Reflections"
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ART: The stained glass windows are the primary source of signifi­ 
cance in this field. '^hey represent the work of masters from 
Hampton Studios in England and from Cambridge in the U.S. and 
from Kerbritton Studios locally. Overall, one is speaking of 
a one hundred year collection of glass art. Furhtermore, 
there is the commissioned wood worfc art, frescoes, and 
the like that decorate the chappls and the main church.

ARCHITECTURE: The design of the church is Late Gothic Revival 
and resulted from the popular national competitions for 
designs at the tnnn of the century. It was the winning 
desicn of the 17 that were submitted.

MUSIC: The choirmasters that have served the church have been, 
almost without exception, outstanding composers. They 
have included such famous names as Dr. Hohn Gower, Karl Stapp, 
Dr. Robert Finster, and Kenneth W. Douglas, who composed 
and edited, the Episcopalian Church Hymnal now used as the 
standard for church music in the nation and is even 
known internationally,

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN: The church and its individual members 
have always been leaders in the humanitarian efforts in 
Denver. They have given unstintingly to the needs of the 
poor, to those suffering from disasters like floods and 
crop failure, and to the missions. The church is a leader 
in Denver Philanthropy, and has always strived to be the 
example for charity efforts.


