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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR?AL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This splendid, wood~framed Victorjan stick-style mansion was built before 18§O/by
Henry Miller, the owner of the Minnie Moore Mine, on Main Street in Bellevue.

In 19374 the house was moved to its current location, on the south edge of Bellevue
a few' hundred yards west of and readily visible from US Highway 93.

A large three-story house, with five bedrooms, library, parlor, dining room, ballroom,
kitchen and baths, it still has four rooms with original paint and wallpaper. The white-
painted exterior has a multiplicity of angles and jigsaw work in excellent condition.

Mill work brackets and gable ornaments have an Eastlake character, but the stick-style
predominates. Windows are of the Queen Anne type with borders of squarish panes in
colored glass. The foundation is of local stone, rusticated.

The interior is even more remarkable, with parquet floors, grills and fretwork, and
foil wallpaper in a fine state of preservation. The Minnie Mdéore Mine House is
undoubtedly one of the most noteworthy Victorian residences extant in Idaho.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Henry E. Miller invested $10, 000 in a half interest in the Minnie Moore mine in 1881, and

after developing ore reserves in excess of $670, 000 he sold out to a London firm for
$450, 0000n February 25, 1884. His mine went on to become the major early producer in
the Wood river region, with a yield of about 8 1/2 million dollars.

His mansion reflected the affluence of early day mining fortunes and, unlike most of these
symbols of an important era of Idaho and western history, stayed in the family long enough
to retain (aside from minor exterior changes that can be remedied) its integrity. When it
was moved, great care was taken to preserve the entire structure, including the stone
foundation which carefully was kept unaltered by numbering each stone to ensure its correct
location on the new site. (The building has stood most of its existence on the present site,
which is an appropriate setting not far from the original location.) His widow lived there
the rest of her life, although loss of fortune left her able to heat and inhabit only the base-
ment during the depression. But the rest remained intact and has passed to only a few other
owners after 1941. All of them have gone to considerable effort to preserve it. As a re~
sult, this remains an outstanding example of Idaho's early mining era.
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