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The Nicholas Finzer house is located on Hull Street in a neighborhood known 
as Irish Hill in the eastern section of the city, Irish Hill consists 
primarily of streets of shotgun houses and small residences. The Finzer 
house was probably the original structure in the area.

The Finzer house sets on top of a hill on a street lined with neat shotgun 
houses. The steep grade of the lot and the abundance of trees almost 
obscures the structure from view. The lot is retained at the sidewalk by a 
stone wall and the house is approached by a steep, limestone stairway.

The Finzer house is a two story brick structure in~ the Renaissance Revival 
style. The brick has been coated with red oxide. The facade is symmetrical 
in design with a central entry flank by two windows on : either side on the 
first floor. The door way has a classical surround with crossettes. The 
door is original with a large glass pane. The first floor windows are long 
with one-over one panes and plain stone lintels.

The second floor has five windows which are capped by stone lintels in a 
pedimental form. The structure is topped by an extended cornice which has 
a row of dentils and a plain fascia. The cornice also has modillioiis. The 
structure also retains a metal roof which is not visible from the street 
level due to its slight slope, (a spectacular view of the city and river 
can be seen from the roof).

The most important feature of the house is its fine decorative cast iron 
work. The cast iron porch covers the entire length of the facade and has 
a balcony. The railings consist of a rinceau motif. Other ornamental 
iron work remains in the cellar and attic grates.

The interior of the house has been abused as it has been rental property 
for a number of years. Restoration of the interior is presently being 
undertaken. Fortunately, almost all the rooms retain their unpainted walnut 
woodwork in a severe classical style. Many of the cast iron mantels are 
intact as well as some of the interior shutters. The plaster ceiling 
decoration survives on the first floor. A few partitions have been put in 
the second floor rooms to make bath areas. On the whole, though neglected^ 
the interior retains much of .its original architectural character.
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The Nicholas Finzer house is a handsome Renaissance Revival residence in 
what was the suburbs of Louisville. The structure was built for Nicholas 
Finzer, a prominent Louisville tobacco merchant and a founder of Louis­ 
ville's night schools. The structure also retains one of the few fine 
cast iron decorative porches left on a residence in the city.

Nicholas Finzer (1848-1896), came to America with his parents from Kappeln, 
Switzerland in 1853. The family established their home in Louisville and 
Nicholas was the youngest of five brothers. The brothers attended public 
schools and then worked in the tobacco business. The tobacco industry was 
a growing concern in Louisville which by the 1880s was one of the largest 
tobacco markets in the world. The, brothers were able to accumulate a small 
amount of capital and began the Five Brothers Tobacco Works in 1866. The 
initial operation was small but by the early 1870s the success of the firm 
necessitated a move to larger quarters. Nicholas Finzer succeeded to the 
presidency of the firm after his brother's death in 1889. Under Nicholas 
the operation was expanded and became one of the most celebrated manufac­ 
turers o.f plug and smoking tobaccos in the country. The plant had seven 
hundred employees.

Nicholas Finzer, who acquired a sizeable fortune,
was engaged in various other business institutions in Louisville. He was a 
director of the German Insurance Bank, a director of the Newsboys' Home, 
and president of the Plug Tobacco Manufactures' Association.

Nicholas Finzer also served on the board of the public schools and
was a major force in the establishment of night schools. It was through 

his donation that the Third Ward School on East Broadway was used as a free 
night school for the benefit of his employees. He sought to give them an 
opportunity to become something better than tobacco strippers. Finzer 
kept in touch with the work by visiting the school frequently and gave 
p.rizes to encourage the students.

In his later years, he was greatly interested in horse racing and had a 
prominent breeding farm near Middletown, Kentucky.

Finzer appears to have built his Hull Street residence around 1869 and first 
appears in the City Directory at that location in 1870. The house once set 
on a large plat of land which was later subdivided and a neighborhood of
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shotgun houses emerged around the house before the turn of the century. 
Finzer 1 s mother and brother first lived with him until his marriage in 1872 
Nicholas Finzer resided at the house with his five children until 1885. 
The house has had numerous owners and has been used most recently as rental 
units. It is currently undergoing restoration.

The Nicholas Finzer house has a rich historical heritage and has been a 
long over-looked resource in Louisville.
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