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COMMON:

L oritig-Greetiough House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION CongTessonal Didgrict#',9 "

STREET ANDNUMBER:

12 South Street IA

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston (Jamaica Plaiti'

COUNTY: .. coDpE
Mass. Suffolk 025
CLASSIFICATION
ATE RY XNNESSIBLE
c Go OWNERSHIP
fChecfc One; V6 THE PUBLIC
District g Building *  Public Public Acquisition; S Occupied Yes:
Site - Structure g] Private I 1 In Process I I Unoccupied [3 Restricted
Object . Both I i Being Considered | 1 Preservotion work | 1 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check Oneor More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural [ 1 Government . Pork (1 Transportation D Comments
I 1 Commercial I 1 Industrial [ | Private Residence A Other (Specify)
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I 1 Entertoinment Museum I 1 Scientific
OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, I nc.
STREET ANDNUMBER:
12 South Street 0
CITY OR TOWN: STATE; P
. . ¢}
Jamaica Plain M assachusetts 025 ©

[irtbcATtONOF LEGAL DESCRIPT10N~

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OFDEEDS,ETC:

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds m

STREET ANDNUMBER:

Court House, Pemberton Square

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

0
Boston M assachusetts 025
fi:Ei?2I?ESeNTATJON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 4
TITLE OF SURVEY:
0 Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
DATE OFSURVEY: 1965 . Federal A State . County . Local
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS: ro

M assachusetts Historical CommissoQ, Office of the Secretary

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston M assachusetts (053



7. DESCRtPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION I I Excellent Good . Foir - Deteriorated - Ruins . Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
E Altered *  Unaltered «  Moved (3 Origir:al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 1760 Lorin%-Greenough House sits on a low rise amid 2 acresof
landscaped grounds with gardens.  These are the remains of a Colonial estate
now situated in an area of late 19th century development.

The almost sguare two storied house rests on a granite foundation and
is covered by narrow clapboards. The hipped roof, which rises above adentiUed
and modillioned cornice, is crowned by a deck balustrade. Twodormers, on
both the north and the south facades, and two massive chimneys, one on the east
and one on the west facade, interrupt the roof below the balustrade.

The three main facades (north, west and south) are five bays wide with
entrances centered onthe walls, while a two story carriage house ell, added
c. 1811, extends from the rear (east) of the building. The entrances onboth
the north and south facades are covered by pedimented entrance porches supported
by Doric columns. Onthe east wall the door is framed by Corinthian pilasters
which support afull entablature with modillioned cornice

The original plan of the house was a center hall with four rooms. Inthe
19th century, c. the 1840's judging by the architectural details, part of the first
floor hall was widened at the expense of the room at the southeast corner of the

house.

od The north entrance dates from the 19th century, perhaps from the 1840
period.

The design of the present balustrade, and the large size of the windows
seem to indicate some alterations were made duringthe Federal period. During
this period the porch over the south entrance and outside shutters may have been
added. All of these elements are depicted in a watercolor of the house painted

c. 1825.
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1971
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1938

Library of Congress . ' '
Washington, D. C. 4:, X . M[ "fn )

bl JAl



oe.

co

SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian 1 CD 16th Century S| 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1760 1775'76
AREAS OF SIGNI FI CAN c E fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal e Education . Political I 1 Urban Planning
1 1 Prehistoric e« Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Ottier (Specitr)
Historic . Industry losophy
1 1 Agriculture e Invention e« Science
A Architecture . Londscope . Sculpture
n Art Architecture e Socio I/Humon-
[ 1 Commerce . Literature i tartan
r~i  Communications Military Theoter
1 1 Conservation e Music Transportation

The Loring-Greenough House, built in 1760 for JoshtfalLoring, has been
certified as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark because oi its historical connections
with the American Revolution and its value as an example of Colonial architecture.
The mansion with its adjoining carriage house and gardensis the last of the numerou®
country estates of its period remaining in Jamaica Plain.

Joshua Loring was a successful privateer and an officer of the Royal Navy.
In 1759, Loring commanded the British campaign against the French on Lakes
George, Champlain and Ontario and won the designation of "Commodore.” In the
same year, he took part in Wolfe's capture of Quebec and received a severe wound
which ended his military career. Loring retired to the farm which he had purchased
in Jamaica Plain in 1752 and, after moving the original farmhouse, constructed the
present mansion on its site.

Loring lived the life of a country gentleman until 1774 when he accepted
appointment to the Governor's Council by writ of mandamus from General Thomas
Gage. Mobbed ad ill-treated, Loring was forced to take refuge in Boston and, with
his family, was among the Tories who evacuated the town with General Howe on
March 17, 1776.

Revolutionaries seized Loring's house and for about four weeks from June 3,
1773« General Nathanad Gi?\ae had his headquarters here. |t was during this
period that Greene demonstrated his unusual abilities as an officer by restoring
liscipline among "a factious set” who had created "a great commotion” in the camp.
On June 23, 1775, the Loring-Greenough House was appointed ‘a hospijial for the
camp in Roxbury, " making it one of the first American military hospitals. With the
Confiscation Act of 1779, the house officially reverted to/the state and was sold at
auction. In 1784, the house was purchased by Anne Do”e, a wealthy widow who
married David Stoddard Greenough, and remained intite; ownership of the Greenough
amily until 1924. XV V' "A"NCOy>\
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L NAME
@WVMN Loring-Grecenough House

AND/OR HISTORIC;

2. LOCAHON

STREET AND NUMBER:

12 South Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston (Jamaica Plain)

STATE: cope COUNTY: CoDE

M assachusetts Suffolk U
3. MAP REFERENCE

U.' S G. S Boston, South, Mass. /
SCALE: 1 : 24,000
DATE: 1956 [+0j

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
A, Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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The Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washi ngton, D C 20006

Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
REQ STERED MAl L
Dear Sirs,

Encl osed are National Register submi ssionsfor:
Loring- Greenough House, Boston (Jamaica Pl ain)

Hol yoke- French House, Boxford

Od Town Hall, Pittsfield -\

These have been declared eligible for subm ssion by the MaMachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and. have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Conmm ssion and designated the State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
RM aw Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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