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Physical Description

The Safety Fund National Bank building is a five-stor>', sed-frame, pier and goandrel commercia building in the Renaissance
Reviva style, clad inyellow brick and browngione a its Main Street devation (Photograph 1) and red brick & the sde and rear
devations. Although the first two gories on Main Strest are clad in limestone and granite, added in 1963, the building retains
its dear divison of basg, middle, and cep that istypical of commercia architecture condructed inthe late 19* century in revival
dylesthat drew from Classcd orders.

The three upper dories display highly detailed and finely executed browngione carving. These levds ae characterized by
drong vertical piers st between tall window bays cgpped by rounded arched window lintels detailed in browngone with an egg-
and-dat desdgn. Spandrds between the third- and fourth-story windows are detailed with an inverted scalop shell surrounded
by stylized oceanic cresiures. L ocated above what was the original bank entrance, an off-center bay isespecidly accentuated by
engaged columns with Corinthian capitals on each sSde of the window, and further st off by niches a each level. Therounded
arch is further defined by a stylized keystone. The fifth story is defined by a heavy, carved bet course in a wave pattem.
Windows are clearly articulated with a colonnade of brownstone lonic columns st between wide yellow-brick piers detailed
with narrow horizontal browngtione bands. The overall feBade is capped with a heavy overhanging copper comice.

The building faces north and the site dopesto the south downhill from Main Street, resulting in a subterranean besamantt leve at
Main Street thet is a fully exposad floor to the rear (south) & Boulder Drive. The red-brick sde devations rise high above
adjacent buildingsand are smply detailed with punched window openings. One-over-one windows are s benegth dightly

ached brick lintels and on rugticated granite sills. The rear devation of the building is largely defined by ardatively sandard

pattern of pairs of 1/1 windows with a center mullion. Like the Sde eevations, these pairs of windows are st benegth dightly
ached brick lintels and are st on rudticated granite sills. The lower levd of the rear dlevation ds0 has atwo-gory addition
added ca 1963 to house offices and aca 1970 addition to accommodate aramp and drive-through teller booth.

The exterior masonr>' is in good condition, with locdized arees of deterioration and small aress of graffiti. The windows,
including the second-floor sash, which were reconfigured in 1963, were replaced in 1985 with bronze metd ssgh.

Interior

Typical of many commercid dructures congdructed in the downtowns of small industrial cities in the late 19* century, the
interior of the Safety Fund National Bank building was originaly desgned to serve as both office goece for the Bank and as
rental commercid goace Originaly laid out for a furniture showroom, the upper floors of the Safety Fund Nationa Bank were
continualy reoriented to showcase new sock. Like many buildings in downtown Fitchburg, the upper leves of the Safety Fund
Nationa Bank were subdivided over time for multiple tenants and many still retain origina features. Dedgned by H.M. Francis,
the building retains an 18% wood gtair (Photograph 3), wood window and door surrounds, wood doors, wood basghoard, chair
rail, and wainscoting, primarily on the fourth and fifth floors. Eleven fireplace surrounds with mantles (Photograph 2),in
varying degrees of alteration, remain inthe building on the sscond to fifth floors. The mgjority of the first floor is occupied by
banking functions. The eesssernmod portion of the first floor is occupied by retail bank offices, subdivided with modem office
partitions. Theoriginal Damon Vault iswithin the retail bank gpace

The first floor a& the Main Street devation is accessed through a modem wood-and-glass double door to a center lobby. The
lobby, dad in granite and marble, leedsto the banking areato the west and bank support offices to the eest. A two-story mn of

(continued)
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dairs, dating to 1934, runs from the basemeant to the second floor. A passenger devator is accessad from the lobby, serving all
five gories. The first floor is aso acoessad through an entrance to the bank support officesat the eagterly end of the building.
A third entrance on Main Street, with a sed door, accesses an intact wood 1895 saircase that runs from the first to the fifth
floors. The ssocond to fifth floors are elso accessed by an origina metd stair housad in aglass and metd grate enclosure,

The upperfloorswere laid out with officesat the outer walls of the building, accessad by acorridor that encircles acentrd light
well, utility core, and ancillary goeces (restrooms, kitchens, eevator core). Originally, the central hall plan was uninterrupted,
but later renovations have dtered the earlies layout. The centra light well was infilled in the 1990s to accommodate
mechanica rooms,

The offices on the upper floors have been modernized throughout the 20* century and are in varying degrees of renovation.
Some interior partitions have been removed to create larger conference-type rooms.

The second and third floors were renovated in the 1990s  Tenant improvements include boxed-in window surrounds and
modeam doors and trim, with evidence of historic window trim and tin ceilings behind the modem finishes.

The upper twofloors(fourth and fifth) have remnant wood window and door surrounds, wood doors, wainscoting, wood chair
rails and bassgboards and tin ceilings above dropped ceilings. The fifth floor originally hed alarge 1 Vi-gory conference room at
the rear, southeest comer. This gpace hes been subdivided through the years, both in plan to accommodate offices and in height
to accommodate ITVAC equipment. The fifth floor acoesses a former gpartment a the southwest comer of the building on a
mezzanine level above the fifth floor.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known on the bank property or inthe generd area(within one mile), Stesmay exist.
Environmenta characteridtics of the property represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are
favorable for the presence of Native dtes.  Surface conditions of the propert>' and current soil mapsfor the areaindicate urban
land a5 representative of the property. Natural soil conditions in urban land aress are difficult to determine, Snce soil

characterigtics have bemn dtered or obscured by urban devdlopment. Urban land condsts mainly of buildings, shopping centers,

roads and parking lots. Surface evidence dso indicates the building foundation was excavated into the naturd dope and that

the lot was graded. The building site dopes to the south, downhill from Main Street. A subtarranean besamat leve exids a

Main Srreet and a fully exposad floor to the rear (south) & Boulder Drive. Regiond soil interpretations that include the bank

propart>' characterize the area as containing urban areas and excessvely drained soils on outwash plains. The Nashua River lies
lessthan 1,000 feet south of the bank. The entire city of Fitchburg lieswithin the Nashua/Merrimack River watershed. In spite
of the above information, the potential for locating significant archaeological survivals, both ancient Native American and

historic, on the bank property is low. Any ancient or historic resources that were located on the bank property prior to

congtruction of the bank in 1894 were destroyed by bank construction. No historic resources prior to 1894 have bem identified

on the bank property. Bank constmction covers nearly the entire nominated property.

(end)
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Statement of Significance

A good example of an H.M. Francis-desgned commercid building, the Safety Fund National Bank building mests National
Regiger Criterion A & the locd leve for its association with the commercid devdopment of downtown Fitchburg in the late
19 and first half of the 20* century and as one of Fitchburg's only continuoudy operated bank buildings. It dso mests National
Regiger Criterion C a the loca level & a wdl-preserved example of H.M. Francis commercid architecture in downtown
Fitchburg whose subssguent renovations to the first two floorsin 1934 and 1963 have achieved significance intheir own right,
athough the 1963 dterations fall outsde the building's period of significance. Typical of many downtown buildings in the
soond half of the 20* entury, the upper floors of this commercial block were converted as nesded to meat the nesds of changing
tenants. The Safety Fund National Bank building is the only remaining H.M. Francis-desgned bank building in Fitchburg and
fulfills the Regidration Requirements defined in the historical context of the "Downtown Architecture of H.M. Francis,
Fitchburg, MA" Multiple Property Submission. It is congstent with the "commercial" assodiaed property type. The Safety
Fund National Bank building retains sufficient integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
asocidion to convey its significance under the context.

The Safety Fund National Bank is a significant commercia building congtructed in the late 19" century inthe industria city of
Fitchburg, MA, and is one of only a few remaining Renaissance Reviva-gyle buildings in the City. Dedsgned in 1894-1895 by
noted loca and regiond architect H.M. Francis, and renovated in 1934 according to the plans of Boston-based bank architect
Thomes M. James Company, the Safety Fund National Bank is one of the most important large-scae commercid and public
buildings in Fitchburg's downtown area.  Located in Fitchburg since its incorporation in 1874, the Bank, its presence in the
community, and its building changed and developed to meat the nesdsof the people of Fitchburg.

Origindly the westem part of the town of Lunenburg, Fitchburg became a sgparate town in 1764 and acity in 1872. The power
of its mgjor waterway, the Nashua River, was hamnessed early for the grist and saw mills nesded to support the agricultural
community. Inthe early 19* century, pgpar and textile mills devdoped aong the banks of the Nashua, which would drive the
economy for the next 100 years.

In the t850s, Fitchburg wes the third largest cotton manufecturer in Massachusetts.  Despite two severefinancial panics, the
period of 1872 to 1900 - the so-cdled "Golden Years' that began with Fitchburg becoming acity - was atime of prosperity
driven by aflourishingindustria sector. The vaue of products manufactured in Fitchburg between the years 1850 and 1900
grew 2,100%, as the city's population, inflated by the influx of immigrants, grew six-fold, from 5120 in 1850 to 31,531 by the
turn of the 20* century.

The economic boom, which continued into the 20* century, is reflected in the City 's fine collection of commercid, civic, and
ingtitutional structures.  Commercia buildings, churches, and a public library sorang up along Main Strest and homes and
schoolsdong newly established residential streets. Entrepreneurial endeavors in paper production, textiles, shoe manufacturing,
and mechinery resulted in new mill buildings, and crested wedthy indudtridists who built homes that symbolized their
economic sucoess and gature in the community. An emerging middle dass of professionals in the city built degant homes
reflecting their refined tagtesand knowledge.

It wes in this economic flourishing of Fitchburg that both the Safety Fund National Bank and the career of the building's
architect, H.M. Francis, were edtablished. Safety Fund National Bank of Fitchburg was organized as a nationa banking
asociaion on April 17, 1874, with acapital of $100,000. Its distinctive name reflects an amendment of the National Banking

(continued)
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Act that required a bank to maintain aredemption fund with the U. S Treasury equd to a specified percentege of its bank notes
in circulation. Such a fund was commonly known &s the "Safety Fund." The bank commenced busnesson July 1, 1874 in the
ssoond story of the Belding and Dickinson Block a 350-356 Main Street. In March 1875, the bank moved to the Crocker Block
on Man Stredt, remaining there for 20 years [Safety Fund National Bank history; Fitchburg Historical Society exhibit
materia ]

During this early period of the bank's history, Henry Allison sarved as bank presdent. A native of Rome, New York, Allison
cameto Fitchburg in 1858 to take a clerkship in the post office. He began his banking career a the Fitchburg State Bark in
1864, and wes dected presdent of Safety Fund National Bank upon its incorporation in 1874. Inaddition to hisduties & Safety
Fund, by the 1890s Allison was a partner with Henry R. Handers & Allison & Handers, an invesments, loans, insurance, and
red edae firm with officeson Main Street. Allison resded a 37 Progpect Sireet (1870), a Stick Style dwelling desgned by
H.M. Francis [1895 Fitchburg directory; MHC inventory; FHS exhibit materialg]

The growth and incressed regpect and prestige of the Safety Fund National Bank within the City, as well & the persond
connection with Henry Allison, are reflected in the commissoning of H.M. Francis in 184 to design a new bank building a
470 Main Stret (completed in 1895). Desgned in the Renaissance Reviva style, the Safety Fund building boegted many
innovations, including safe depodgt vaults offering every security that "modem inventors and mechanics can afford.” The Bank
aso housad a Damon Vault with double sed doors, self-acting timed locks, and private rooms degantly fitted with every
convenience. The new building so was an important business block on Main Street.  When first opened, the upper floors of
the building were occupied by Austin Furniture Company, which aso occupied a portion of the ground floor with a storefront.
In later years, avariety of professiona offices occupied the upper floors.

Henry Martyn Francis was bom in 1836 in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, and was educated a the Lawrence Academy in Groton,
Massachusdits. After graduation, Francis apprenticed in severa New England architectural firms, then opened his own firm, in
1868, on Fitchburg's Main Street. H.M. Francis and his wife, Emily, had three children, including two sons, Frederick L.
Frands and Albert F. Francis, who, in 1902, wouldjoin their father's practice a the newly renamed H.M. Frands and Sons
While in Fitchburg, Frands devoted much of his time to the development of the city, both as a publicfigureand as an architect.
By the time of hisdesgth in 1908, H.M. Francis left alegacy in Fitchburg and New England that included 30 schodl buildings, 25
churches 15 libraries, numerous public and commercia buildings, and hundreds of resdences. His sons continued to practice
architecture in the dt>' until 1943.

Fitchburg's growing population meant that the city needed civic and commercia buildings, and Fitchburg's Union Station wes a
magjor commisson for Francis in 1877. In addition to the Safet>' Fund National Bank Building (1894), Frands a0 desgned
many other commercid buildings dong Main Street.

When its new headquarters building was completed in 1895, the Safety Fund National Bank was one of eight banks in
Fitchburg. All eght bank buildings were located on Main Street & the heart of the city's busnessdistrict. The oldest banks in
the city a that time were the Fitchburg National Bank (1832), Fitchburg Savings Bank (1846), and Rollstone Nationa Bank
(1849). Fitchburg National Bank and Rollstone National Bank were earlier banking housesthat reorgenized as national banks in
1865, following changes in federa banking laws. The remaining late 19*-century banks in Fitchburg, including the Safety Fund
National Bank, were organized after the Civil War: Worceser North Savings Institution ( 1868), Safety Fund National Bank
(1874), Wachusett National Bank (1875), Fitchburg Co-operative Bank (1877), ad Fidelity Co-operative Bank (1888). [1895
Fitchburg City Directory; Kirkpatrick, 329]

(continued)
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Mog of the ten individuals who sarved on the Board of Directors of the Safety Fund National Bank in 1896 were leedersin
Fitchburg's budness community: Charles F. Putnam was president of Putnam Machine Company; Elijah M. Dickinson was a
patner in E. M. Dickinson & Company, shoe manufacturers, as well as the Sole Leather Tip Company; Myron B. Damon, of
Damon & Gould, wes adeder in hardware, building materids, and sporting goods, Reuben R. Connwas adeder in watches and
jewelry; Lyman Paich sold soves and tinware; and James F. D. Garfield worked for Garfield & Proctor Cod Company, acoal
dede on Water Street. With the exception of Garfield, these directors maintained their businessss or corporate offices on Main
Street. [1895 Fitchburg City Directory]

Fitchburg busnessmen had active roles inthe manegement of the city'sbanks and some individuas often were assodated with
more than one bank. For example, in 1895, both Henry Allison, president of the Safety Fund National Bank, and Brigham N .
Bullock, presdent of the Fitchburg National Bank, served on the Board of Trugtees for the Fitchburg Savings Bank. 1n 1896,
George E. Clifford, presdent of Wachusett National Bank, served a the same time as president of Fidelity Co-operative Bank.
Safety Fund director J. F. D. Garfield went on to become presdent of Worcester North Ingtitution for Savings, and director
Reuben R. Conn dso sarved on the Finance Commiittee of Fitchburg Savings Bank. In addition to Henry Allison, who served as
presdent, officersof the Safety Fund National Bank in 18% included Elvin J. Torrey as cashier, Jod G. Tyler as teller, and
Samud H. Lowe as bookkeeper. [Fitchburg City Directories; Safety Fund National Bank article, 1906]

Safety Fund National Bank experienced seady growth into the early decades of the 20* century. By 1906, the bank wes the
soond oldest nationa bank remaining in Fitchburg. Albert N. Lowe, treesurer and controlling owner of Faulah Peper
Company, served as a director of the Safety Fund for severd years before being gppointed president. The bank hed $200,000
capital, $100,000 surplus and profits, gross deposits of about $700,000, and assts of over $1.2 million. In 1911, Safety Fund
acquired the assts and liabilities of the Wachusatt National Bank that had occupied a building a the comer of Main Street and
Day Street (not extant).

Though the Safety Fund National Bank herdded its banking facilities as "modem” a the tum of the 20* century, both
improvements in banking sarvices between the mid-1890s and the early 1930s and the dedire for more up-to-date facilitiesled

the bark to undertake a major interior remodding in 1934. A comparison of architectura plans, available for both the original

bank desgn by H.M. Francis and the 1934 remodeling by Thomas M. James Company, reveds a significant increese inthe sze
of the banking space. Initialy, the Safety Fund National Bank occupied the west (right) Sde of the first floor with its own
gorefront and was completely separated from adjacent retail busnesses on the first floor by a front-to-back bearing wall. With
the 1934 remodeling, the bank took over the entire first floor of the building, necessitating the replacement of the bearing wall

with columns, and creation of an open goace or banking hall & the center of the building for public accessto the bank tellers.

Soeoss a the perimeter of the first floor were partitioned to house various bank functions, including paying and receiving (at the
tellers windows); the bookkeeping department; the savings department; and the safe depodt department, which had its own
interior lobby leading to the safedepodt vault. First floor storefrontsthat previoudy showcased bank tellers and adjacent retail
tenants were converted for use as bank offices, and additional officesand conference rooms were creted off the public goace
Some partitioning of original gpaces occurred on the sscond floor as well.  The configuration of leased office goeoes on the
third, fourth, and fifth floors remained largely unchanged.

Although the 1934 remoddling focused primarily on modemizing the interior goeces of the Safety Fund National Bank, changing

the configuration of the original goaces to meat the bank's needs, the renovation dso included the relocation of the bank

entrance from the monumenta two-story arched entrance to its present location a the center of thefirst-storyedevation. At that

time, the second floor faBade windows were dtered through the remova of the original large | /1 sseh and replacement with

narrower, and dightly shorter, pairs of 1/1 sseh st @ove the new Classca Reviva-styleentrance. The congtimction of the

dightly taller entrance required the truncation of the original carved pilasters set between the original window openings
(continued)
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Thomas M. James Company of Boston, architect of the 1934 remodding, specidized in the desgn of bank buildings.
Sometimes working in partnership with F. H. Colony, Thomas M. James (1875-1942) is known to have desgned a leedt three
banks in Bogton, including Commonwedth Atlantic National Bank (1924); Union-Warren Savings Bank, 216 Tremont Street
(NRDIS) (1925); and State Street Bank & Trust Company, 226 Devonshire Street (1929). Beyond Boston, the firm designed
Bass River Savings Bank, 307 South Main Street, South Yarmouth (NRDIS); National Mt. WoUagon Bank, Quincy (1925);
Eagt Cambridge Savings Bank, Cambridge (1931); and Seymour Tmst Company, Seymour, Connecticut (1924). Inaddition to
bank work, the firm designed other commercia buildings, including the Shubat Theetre, 265 Tremont Street, Bogon (1910);
the Pettingell-Andrews Company Building, 372-378 Stuart Street, Bogton (1924-1925); and the Waterman Building, Bogton (ca.
1927).

As amagjor busness block in downtown Fitchburg, the Safety Fund building provided office goace for a large number of local
busness=s on the upper floors. Inthe early 1930s Smonds Saw and Sted Company of Fitchburg maintained an officein the
building, e did Lanrence & Klein Lumber Company, Fitchburg Federd Warehouse, and Ferdinand Fumiture Company. The
Commonwesdlth of Massachusetts had an office for its Income Tax Division. Other professonds in the Safety Fund building
included lawyers, loans and investments specidigts, and a leest nine insurance agents.  Insurance companies that maintained
offices in the building included John Hancock Mutuad Life Insurance Company, Boston Mutua Life Insurance Company,
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, and Equitable Life Insurance Company. Parker, Baeman & Chase, civil enginears, were
quartered here, as well as the Fitchburg Denta Laboratory and the offices of two dentigs. The First Church of Chrigt (Scientist)
hed areading room in the Safety Fund block, and two Christian Saence practitioners were bassd in the building. Thismix of
offices for locd manufacturing companies, the Commonwedth's regiona office for its income tax division, and service
professionals continued to be presant & the Safety Fund building into the 1960s [Fitchburg directories]

In 1963, the Safety Fund National Bank followed its "Blueprint of Progress' as it modemized both the interior and exterior of its
Main Street building. Coming amost 30 years after the bank's first modemization, this project was presented to the public ina
s=ries of newgpgper advertissments in the Fitchburg Sentind that emphesized efficiency, convenience, and the dedre to meke
banking "more enjoyable and eedier than ever before” The renovation program produced an updated facade on the first two
floors of the building dong Main Street, with the application of limestone wall pandls and crestion of an overszed glass awning
over the entry. The 1934 entrance location wes retained athough the 1934 Classcd Reviva-styleentry and original storefronts
a the first level were modemized. At the sscond floor, new punched openings were symmetrically placed dong the Main Street
facade a the height of the original window heeders A convenient rear entrance was added & Boulder Drive, and drive-up teller
windows & the rear were the bank's solution to problems of parking cars inthe area. The interior banking areesand |obby were
dreamlined to reflect amodem, open, look, though the Damon vault and its eegant surround were retained.

Architecturally, the 1963 remodeling suggests a highly conservative gpproach to modemizing the exterior of the Safety Fund

building. Asmodified on the first two floors of the fafade, the building is a comparatively late example of Stripped Classicd

Modem design. Sean in Massachusetts beginning in the late 19205 this machine-like aesthetic is characterized by monoalithic
done surfaces, rectangular window and door openings, and a generd lack of omamental detailing. The mog widely known

example of Stripped Classcd Modem in Massachusetts isthe Liberty Mutua Insurance Company Building, 175-185 Berkdey
Street, Boson (1937, Chester Lindsay Churchill, archt.). At the same time that the Safety Fund National Bank debuted its
updated feBade through the "Blueprint of Progress," acompetitor, the Fitchburg Savings Bank, abtandoned itsown H.M. Francis-
desgned building a 745 Main Street (1871) for a modem, circular detached building a 780 Main Street (1962, Badtile Halsey

Asociates).

(continued)
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The Safety Fund building is an important survivor of the work of H.M. Francis in Fitchburg. Expangon and modemization of

the lower-level banking goaces in 1934, and again in 1963, reflect the bank's degre to retain itsflagshipMain Street building,
while enhancing convenience and efficiency for its cusomers and staff The Safety Fund building isthe only Francis-desgned

bank block remaining in Fitchburg. Two earlier banks by Francis have been demolished:  Fitchburg Savings Bank a 745 Main

Street (1871, s= above), and Wechuseit National Bank & Main and Day Stredts (1875). For some years another Francis-
desgned building, the Fitchburg YMCA, 533 Main Sireet (1894), houssd the main office of the Worcester County National

Bank, formed in 1927 with the merging of the Fitchburg Bank & Tmst Company and Merchants National Bank of Worcedter.

The former YMCA isnow in private ownership.

The upper dories of the Safety Fund building closely resamble another Francis-designed office building that hes been
demolished, the Wallace Block a 796-808 Main Street (1892-1893, demolished 1975). Both the Wallace Block and the Safety
Fund building, built two yeers later, were designed asfive-storysed-frame buildingsclad in masonry and featuring a two-story
bess, double-height piers on the third and fourth floors carrying round-arched windows, and a anglegtory attic level of
rectangular windows. The Safety Fund building is larger than the Wallace Block, with a grester number of window and door
bays across the facade, and displays a yellow brick-and-browngtone faBade that is lighter and more dassica in its inspiration
than the somewha earlier Romanesgue Revival-style Walace Block, with its red-brick and rudticated one cladding and a
heavy bracketed comice.

All three historic bank buildings remaining on Main Stret today heve been remodded & the lower levels and contain

replacement sseh in the upper-level windows. The other two blocks are situated down the street from the Safety Fund building.

The former Fitchburg Trust Company building (ca 1890s) a& 298 Main Street was later occupied by the Fitchburg Co-operative
Bank. Thisthree-gory, three-bay building is Renaissance Reviva in style. The Park Building, 280-288 Main Strest (ca. 1900),

was the home of the Worcester North Savings Institution. A szeble building & the gateway to Fitchburg's downtown business
digtrict, the Pak Building isafive-story, multi-bay block of light-colored brick in the Classicd Reviva syle.

As lae as the 19905 the Safet>' Fund National Bank was the only commercia bank with its main office located in Fitchburg.
[Safety Fund National Bank history] The Safety Fund Bank wes acquired by TD Banknorth, N.A. in 2000 and a retail bank
branch continues to occupy the first floor. The second and third floors were utilized as TD Banknorth officesin the 1990s but
ae currently vacant, with the exception of a conference room, which is still ussd by the bank. The fourth and fifth floors
housad professiond offices, but have been vacant Snce the 1980s  Early advertising for the Safety Fund National Bank notes
"Our subgantiad building, sheltering many activities beddes our own, typifiesour position - deady a a rock, a pat of the
community, sharing dlike its burdens and in its prosperity.” Condgent with the bank's early claims, with TD Banknorth
remaining the anchor tenant and housing commercial and residentid units, the H.M. Francis landmark continues to sheter many
activities and be a part of the community.

The Safety Fund Nationa Bank building was purchesed in 2008 by Twin Cities Community Development Corporation. The
building will be subgtantially rehabilitated into 31 units of low-income and market rate resdential units, utilizing low-income
housng and gate and federd historic rehabilitation tax credits. The rehabilitation project includes the rehabilitation of the
exterior masonry and minor modification to the ground floor entrance with the installation of a modem storefront sysem. The
first-floor commercid spaces will remain largely in place, athough the rear portion of the building will be reconfiguredfor.
office goace. The upper floors will be converted to gpartments and will incorporate existing wood window and door trim, an
original wood garcase, and origina fireplace surrounds.

(end)
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Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Regiger of Historic Haces
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Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:

Safety Fund National Bank, 470 Main Street, Fitchburg (Worcester), MA
Downtown Architecture of H.M. Francis, Fitchburg, MA MPS

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
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S5m0 Rodze, Ftchburg Higoricd Commission
Paula Caron, Fanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



