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1. Name of Property
historic name Woodworth House

other names/site number Old Oaken Bucket Homestead

2. Location

street & number 47 Old Oaken Bucket Road N/A not for publication
city ortown Scituate N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv Plvmouth code 023 zipcode 02066

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this VAnomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe National Register of
Hisjpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
'"jreets ¢ does not meet tbe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally e statewide jj(locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

iure of certifying official/Tite Judith B. Mcponough, Executive Director Date
achusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property ¢« meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

>nal Park Seryice Certification
her«3y certify that this property is: Signat?iret/of the Keefcer n i
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed fromthe
National Register
« other (explain);



Woodworth House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local __district

_ public-State - —site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

FEDERAL
VICTORIAN
BUNGALOW: Craftsman

Narratiye Description

Plymouth. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings
sites
structures
. objects
Total
Number of contributing resources preyiousiy listed
in the National Register A
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite
walls Weatherboard

Shingles
roof Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Woodworth House, commonly known &s the Old Oaken Bucket Homesteed, is alate
Federd style house with dements of later architecturd styles. S&t dose to the road with a
gable-end, gde eevation toward the road, the house consgs of a one and one-half story
dructure facing eedt, with a one-dory rear ell extending to the west. Thisis connected to a
bam (extending south) by a smdl room. Adjacent, extending to the south of the barn ell, isa
amdl former house, referred to below as the southern ell.  All are of wood-frame construction
and sheathed in a mixttire of dgpboards and wood shingles.  Asphalt-shingled gable roofs ae
found throughout, with the exception of the barn and southern ell, which have wood shingled
roofs.

The house dands on the south Sde of Old Oaken Bucket Road dightly west of itsjunction
with Route 3A and Route 123 (Cornet Stetson Road). The arearemains primarily rural, with
sverd one and one-hdf and two-story resdences ranging in date from the late eighteenth
and early ningteenth centuries to the present.  The landscgpe is characterized by a mixture of
wooded and open land, with cranberry bogs within /4 mile of the Woodworth House. The
Woodworth House dands dose to the road, on a 15.7 acre parcdl dtuated on the north and
south gdes of Old Oaken Bucket Road. The land immediatdly surrounding the house is open,
with a horseshoe driveway extending from the road, pardldl to the facade. Stone walls exist
aong the south sde of Old Oaken Bucket Road, and behind the rear devation of the barn and
south ell. A wood-frame, one-bay garage (c. 1920s) gands dightly southeest of the house

To the south of the house the land is wooded, with a doping hill rising to a pine grove a the
top. The remainder of the land, including the 15 acres on the north Sde of the road, is dso
wooded. Anundated aerid photogragph shows aressto the south and eest as fields, but this
area is now overgrown and wooded. The property is in good condition, with most dterations
having occurred during the period of significance and contributing to the property's
significance.

The Woodworth House rises from a granite ashlar foundation, and is dad in dapboard &t the
facade, with wood shingles on all athe devations. Windows contain double-hung, 66 sash
st in dmple moded cases, with several exogptions nated bdow. Louvered wooden shutters
exig a mod windows. Basament windows retain wooden window grates, which may be
original to the housa An exterior end chimney (probably added ca. 1930) is located at the
north devation, and a seoond chimney (possbly rebuilt) exids a the roof ridge of the west
el

(continued)
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The facade (E) of the main house is five bays wide with a projecting central entrance bay.
The entry congsts of apair of twelve-light doors. A shed-roofed porch with characterigtic
Craftsman style details extends across the facade and north elevation, with a projecting centra
bay, square supports and baugders, and diamond-pattemed latticework. The northern section
isendosed by screens A centrd, broad gabled dormer was added in the mid-nineteenth
century. It has two pairs of narrow, 1/1 windows, a projecting cornice and cornice retums
The north and south eevations have two windows a the first and seoond gories. The first
gory of the north eevation is obscured by the porch. The rear evation (W) is blank to the
south of the rear ell, and to the north, fenestration congsts of two windows (N, a smal one
with Craftsman detailing) a the first sory and a hed dormer (added after 1916, probably ca
1930) with two windows & the second Sory.

The west ell rises from a granite foundation. On its north elevation is a Sngle vadndow. The
rear (W) end hes a smdlfirst-storywindow and an attic window containing an early 6/9 sash,
while the south elevation hes two windows flanking afive-paneldoor. The western window
Is a multi-paned window of the twentieth century. The ell connects a its southwest corner to
a smal room (W) and to the bam (S). - . , -

A 1978 report by architectura consarvator Morgan Phillips datesthat "The character of the
framing of the first floor (celar celling), roof rafters, and gable end sudding, and the use of
cut nails in the gable end studding, strongly indicate that the main house is of the early
nineteenth century.” The identification of saverd hand-wrought nails, and the exigence of a
cdost door of an earlier style causad Phillipsnot to mle out the possibility of an earlier
portion of the smcture. He recommended a doser examination of the wall framing of the
main house and reer ell.

Regarding the rear ell, Phillipsindicated in his report that a confusing arangement of cdlar
walls and a mass of rocks where a large chimney might once have been left him unable to

determine the meaning of the rear cellar. "The attic of the ell gopearsto be no later than the
front attic.” NN e .V >s.

Connecting the rear ell and the barn is a small,flat-roofed,one-story structure identified on
1941 Historic American Buildings Survey plans as an ice room. On the north eevation three
wooden gepsrise to a door, with awindow adjacent. A single window exigs a the west
eevation. .- - . .

(continued)
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The barn is a one-gory, gable-roofed structure. On its eedt devation ae awide wooden barn

r door (S) ad alow wooden door (N). At the rear evation (W) is a angle smdl window.
According to Morgan Phillips' report "The barn connector...is mede up, in part, with re-used
timbers that may be parts of a much earlier building. These include posts, and some braces
fitted into mortises in such ways that they could not have been put there after the building
was condructed. The barn does not have any of the framing characterigtics of a

; Seventeenth-century  building. Reather, some of the re-used pieces, though of softwood, may
go back to aredly early dae" / .

The southern ell is a smal former house, resting on a course of fieldstones. Slightly higher,
and with a dightly sesper pitch to its roof, it aouts the barn. On both the east and west
devations is awooden plank door with strgp hinges (N) and a single window, while the south
end elevation has single windows a the first sory and & the attic. Both the window a the
wes devation and the attic window (S) have early 6/9 s=sh.

The accuracy of the 1941 plans produced for HABS (Appendix A) is unknown, however
based on these plans it would gppear that severd  changes have been mede to the origina

plan. Changes include the remova of the two original chimneys, one a the center of the
main house, and the other & the center of the ell, remova of a stairway rising from north to
south behind the original chimney location, and constmction of a gar rising westward from
the main entry. The HABS plan shows the centra entry flanked by two large rooms with two
small bedrooms behind, and a dining room to the west of the centrd chimney. This has been
dtered by the remova of the partition between the two north rooms. The kitchen and pantry
shown inthe HABS plan occupying the rear ell are now a single room, with an ice room
connecting it to the barn. The barn condds of a wood shed section (N) and a smdler
cariage shed (S). The southern ell hes a stairhall a the north end, and a sngle room to the
south.

" Interior finishesin the two front rooms of the first sory are smilar and more ornate than
those in the rear rooms, which gppeer to be of an earlier date. Window and door casssinthe
front rooms have corner blocks and are degply molded. Other finishes include molded

, baseboards crown molds, and chair rails, andfive-panel doors. A pandled mantd inthe
northeest room was moved from dsawhere inthe house I n the rear rooms, basgboards,
window and door cases ae shdlow. The southern ell includes a corner cupboard (southwest
corner), windows with degp reveds, shalow window cases door cases and basgboards, and
wooden sheathing separating the halway from the main room and a the north end wall.

(continued)
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Immediately north of the rear ell is a rubble gone well with awell swvegp, (a mechaniam

congisting of a long wooden pole st on awooden post to form a lever to lower the oaken

bucket on a chain into the well). Based on historical photographs it gopearsthat sometime

between 1916 and 1936 an earlier wooden well was replaced by the present gonewell. A

historica marker dands a the roaddde dose to the well, commemorating it as the inspiration
» for the poem, "The Old Oaken Bucket."

Southeest of the Woodworth House sands a gable-roofed, dgpboard-sheethed garage which
gopears stylistically to date from c¢. 1920-1930. It does not gopear to be one of two dructures
visible a that location in an undated photograph of the house taken in the late nineteenth or
early twentieth century.

The Woodworth house hes evolved through various periods of dteration and enlargement.
Changes to the main house and rear ell include a mid-to-late nineteenth century updating.
This brought the addition of the front gable and a porch acrossthe facade. According to
historic photographs, the gabdle originally was omamented by atrefoil window, and its paired
windows had scrolled cgps  The porch was ornately trimmed with jigsawn brackets and
bdudrade, as well as cresting dong the edge of the roof. Between 1916 and 1932 the ice
room was added connecting the rear ell and the barn. Following the addition of the ice room,
probably during the 1920s another magor dteration occurred. The Victorian ornamentation
was replaced by the ampler detalls of the Craftaman style. The porch was replaced by the
present, larger porch, and the trefoil window and decorative window cgps were removed from
the front gable end. The centrd chimney was removed, and the exterior end chimney added
to the north. Also gopearing & this time was the shed dormer on the rear (W) eevation.

Archaeological Description

Cultura materids from a least one prehistoric Ste have been recovered on the Woodworth

, | House property and additiona gtes ae probably preset. At leest eight dtes are recorded in
the generd area (within one mile). Controlled excavations for the Bridgewater State College
field school in 1984 and for the North River Archaeologica Project in 1987 recovered severd
varieties of prehistoric clipping debris and one subsurface feature on the property desgnated
& dte 19-PL-501. Integrity wes listed as fair to good over different aress of the gte. The
physica characterigtics of the property include severd locationd criteriathat ere favorable for
prehistoric dte locations. Most of the property is well drained, level to moderately doped,
and within 1,000 feet of a brook, sometimes referred to as First Herring Brook, north of the
property. That brook drains eesward from Old Ogken Bucket Pond to the Herring River,
which then flows to the North River and the Massachusetts Bay. The property isin dose

KN J'-AN e . (continued) -cM* NN



Woodworth House
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualilying the property
for National Register listing.)

_ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns ofour history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: ' '

_ A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes. tr e
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographiical References

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
ca. 1800-ca. 1930

Significant Dates
1823

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
NA

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National

Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

# MA-2-41

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

dl

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

__ Other -
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 15.7 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19
Zone Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte  Kim Withers Brengle, NR Editing Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
v,
Photographs ]
Representative black and white photographs of the property. i

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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proximity to the estuarine zone. Given the above factors, the gze of the parcd (15.7 acres),

the availability of open gece on the property, and the fact that the presence of prehistoric

resources on Woodworth House property, hes been documented, a high potentia exigts that
, additiona resources will be found. : , , .

There is ds0 a high potential for recovering historic archaeologica remains on the property.
Structural remains may survive from earlier structures, on the property, possibly dating the
17th century, that were removed, moved, or otherwise incorporated into the existing structure.
Congtruction features may d0 survive from earlier structures and/or dterations that occurred
to the house in the 19th centtiry. Structural remains from outbuildingsmay ds exig on the
parce. The property was ussd as a famstead throughout most of its land-use history. Earlier
sheds and barns may be present archaeologicdly that predate the wooden shed or barn of
undetermined ege located southeest of the house and the barn atached to the main Structure.
Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) do likely survive on the property. ;.
Two dructures can be identified on the property in an undated late 19th/early 20th century
photograph. One of the dructures may be the wooden shed or barn located southeast of the
house while the second sructure could be aprivy. One well has been identified; however, an
earlier well could ds0 exig. Sheat refuse patterns may dso be present around the house and
in agricultura fields.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Woodworth House possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, and materids, and hes
sgnificance as an illustration of the evolution of a house from its Federd style beginning
through Victorian and Craftsman style dterations and additions. The houseis of locd
significance and medts Criterion C for listing on the National Register of Historic Flaces.
While Scituate retains numerous examples of eighteenth and nineteenth-century Cgpe houses,
including those nearby a 22 and 53 Comet Stetson Road, the Woodworth House is unusud
in Scituate for its evolution. In addition, the house hes acquired cultural sgnificancein the
town of Sctuate for its associaion with writer Samud Woodworth and his poem, "TheOld
Oaken Bucket," believed to have been inspired by his experiences a this 9te. Dueto
Woodworth's brief reddence a this dte prior to the construction of the main house and
nineteen years prior to writing his best known work, the house does not meat Criterion B.
The period of significanceis ca 1800-ca 1930, basad on the gpproximate period during
which construction and significant dterations were mede to the property.

(continued) *
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The Town of Scituate, incorporated in 1636, lies in the northeest comer of Plymouth County.
Settlement in the seventeenth century was focused in severd locations, including the areanear

*  Old Oa&ken Bucket Road and Country Way. Agriculture gave way early to ship building as
the predominant industry of the town, partly due to the poor quality of stilsinthe area Its
forests of white ok and ash for timber and sheathing, pine for meds and goars, and black
walnut for trimmings provided excdlent resources for ship builders. Fishing dso proved to
be an important early industry in Sctuate with its aoundant schools of mackerdl. By the early
nineteenth century, however, the shipyards and fishing industry were on the decline.
Residentid and farm development that did occur during the early nineteenth century wasin
the vicinity of early settlement nodes  Asthe ningteenth century proceeded, Scituate gained
popularity as a summe retreat for wedthy Bogonians. Eventualy, train lines and modem
roads mede daily commuting to Boston possible, providing the impetus for Scituate's
twentieth century development as a suburban residentid  community.

Early historical accoimts suggest that the property on which the Woodworth House now
dands was owned by 1630 by John Northy, who occupied a house there with his wife Sarah.
The early house was occupied and the land farmed by severd generations of the Northy
family. Betsy Northy, awidow, married Benjamin Woodworth ca. 1798, remaining on the
Northy family farm. The property remained inthe Woodworth family until 1972.

The Woodworth House illustrates over a century of architectural change, beginning with the
early house forming the south ell, and concluding with the Craftsman style dterations
completed by ¢.1930. Structural and stylistic evidence suggests that the southern ell may have
been congructed by ¢.1800, and locd tradition, corroborated by the lack of a foundation or
chimney, holds that it was moved to this Ste from an adjacent field by oxen in 1835. The
date and origin of the southern ell remain cloudy, with experts holding differing opinions.
Locd tradition, reinforced by a 1941 Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), has held
that it isthe original John Northy house of 1675.

Consarvator Morgan Phillips' report concluded that the south ell probably dated from the
ealy Federd period. He found that it was framed with handmede nails, and some handmede
nails were found in the trim, which was generdly early Federd, with no evidence of earlier
trim. Other evidence supporting a Federd-era date included the use of a softwood for
framing, lack of decorative chamfers, and lack of evidence of an earlier casameant window in
the south gable end.

(continued)
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In contragt, Jeremy Bangs formerly Chief Curator of Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth,
Massachusetts, wrote in support of a seventeenth century date for the south ell.  He found the
floor plan and roof framing smilar to that of the original Coffin house in Newbury,
Massechusetts  According to Bangs, "Thejoint of pogt, plate, joist (or tie-beam), and rafter,
* that isvisibleby the sair inthe Northy houss, is identical to an andogous joint inthe

Fairbanks house a Dedham (Massechusetts).  All the podts plates, visible joists and rafters
ae hewn timbers, even some of the amdler suds of the gable are hewn rather than being
svra Interior board walls are original. Laths from origina daubing are preserved and they
ae hand-cut. Brick nogging of the period is preserved. There are some origina fittings on

wJ exterior and interior doors.  Two of the windows are very early (perhgps original). Although
the chamber has a skim coat of plaster on the walls, and a plagter ceiling, irregularities
indicate the presence of a ummea beam with its supporting pos.”

According to athird expert, historic preservation consultant Anne Grady, many of the detalls
atributed by Mr. Bangs to the seventeenth century were commonly usad in the eighteenth
century aso. These include the tie beem-plate-pogt joint, brick nogging, riven lath, and hewn
timbers. She d0 expressad the opinion that the use of rounded, unhewn members in framing
was more characterigtic of the eighteenth than the seventeenth centixry.

The barn adjacent to the southem ell gopearsto have been condructed of timbers from avery
early building, but according to conservator Morgan Phillips does not have any of the framing
characterigtics of a saventeenth century building. According to Phillips, it is possble that
both the southem ell and the barn were standing by 1817. Whether these sood a their
present locations prior to construction of the main house, or were moved there later, they ae
illustrative of the evolution of the property, and the frugal New England gpproach to reusing
anything that still hed utilitarian value.

The basic form of the main house and its ell, reported varioudy to have been constructed in
1823 and 1835, isthat of the traditiona Cape, foxmd extendvely in Scituate and southeestem
Massachusetts. Originally built with a centra chimney, the house retains its five bay, center
entry configuration, and much of its origina floor plan. Many details are typicaly lae
Federd/Greek Reviva, including the flush eaves smple corner boards, 6/6 sash and other
trim and finishes.

Given the degree of uncertainty regarding the origin of the southern ell and the possibility of
an earlier section of the main house, further sudy of the interior framing will be necessaxry
prior to accurately determining the dates of construction.

(continued)
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The next major change to the Woodworth House occurred inthe latter part of the nineteenth
century, when the centra gable was congtructed, dong with a porch which was later replaced.
The gable remains, with its characteristic pairing of narrow 1/1 sseh. The more ornate -
Victorian trimmings, including ornately scrolled window caps, atrefoil window, and much

' jigsawn detail on the porch, have all been removed and simplified.
As the abundant omamentation of the Victorian period fell out of favor during the early
decades of the twentieth century, the Woodworth house underwent yet another transformation.
Stylistic details and historical photographs suggest that dterations were mede during the
1920s The changes included the removd of the Victorian trim details and porch, the removal
of the centrad chimney a the main house, and construction of a porch wrapping around the
facade (E) and north eevations, with the addition of a new exterior chimney (N). The
simplified exterior, dong with the detailing of the porch, which features diamond-patterned
laticework between paired supports, suggeststhe Craftsman style bungdow popular during the
1920s
The local cultural significance of the Woodworth House is basad on its association with poet
Samud Woodworth. Woodworth was born in Scituate Harbor in 1784, the son of
Revolutionary War veteran, Benjamin Woodworth. Following the desth of his wife ¢.1798,
Benjamin Woodworth married Betsy Northy, moving his family, including fourteen-year-old
Samud, to the Northy farm. Although Samud Woodworth resded only briefly on the ste of
the present house, it is commonly believed that an ogken bucket a the well still extant a the
dte inspired his best known work. In 1817, while residing in New Y ork, Woodworth wrote
"The Old Oaken Bucket," a poem which was sgt to musc and became widely popular. 1n
addition to the well and bucket, the poem describes the nearby Old Stockbridge Mill, and the
landscgpe surrounding the farm in glowing terms:
The Old Oaken Bucket .
How deer to this heat are the scanes of my childhood, '
When fond recollection presents them to view!
The orchard, the meadow, the degp-tangled wildwood.
And every loved soot which my infancy knew!
The wide-spreading pond, and the mill that sood by it;
The bridge, and the rock where the cataract fell;
The cot of my father, the dairy-house nighit.
And €en the rude bucket that hung in the well:
The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket,

N> (continued) "-ly
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The moss-covered bucket which hung inthe well.

That moss-covered vessel | hailed asatreasure; A

For oftena noon, when returned from the field,

| found it the source of an exquidte plessure,

The purest and sweetest that nature can yield.

How ardent | saized it, with handsthat were glowing, Pt AN

And quick to the white-pebbled bottom it fell! -/

Then soon, with the emblem of truth overflowing, '

And drippingwith coolness, it rose from the well: '

The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket, B w'. ol
The moss-covered bucket, arase from the well.

How sweet from the green, mossy brimto receive it, . *
As, poised on the curb, it inclined to my lips!

Not afull, blushing goblet could tempt me to leaveit.

The brightest that beauty or revelry sips. -\

And now far removed from the loved habitation,

The tear of regret will intrusively swell.

As fancy reverts to my father's plantation,

And dghs for the bucket that hangsin the well:

The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket.

The moss-covered bucket that hangs in the well.

In 1935 the song was voted the official song of the Town of Scituate. Podcards, plates, a
Currier and Ives lithograph, and smilar commemorative memorabilia survive from the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries commemorating the "Old Oaken Bucket Homesteed.”

Since the ningteenth century the site, including house and well, hes been a source of
community pride, and a marker dands a the roaddde commemorating the old oaken bucket. -

The property remained in the ovraership of the Woodworth family until 1972, when it was
bequeethed to the Town of Scituate. 1t was subsequently acquired by the Scituate Historical
Society, which operates a museum in the southern ell commemorating Samud Woodworth's
life and work.

(continued) .
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Sctuate are poorly documented, any surviving dtes
would be significant. Prehigoric dtesinthis areamay offer the potentid to further document
the influence of Native American core aress in the North River areato other Native coresin
the Plymouth areato the south and the Boston Harbor/Boston Bay locae to the north.
Prehistoric gtes inthis area could adso contribute to a grester undersanding of the effects of .
saleve rise on Native settlement and subsgtence through time. While the Woodworth
House property is now a or near the estuarine zone, it was clearly an inland riverine or
dreamdde location throughout much of the prehistoric past. Prehistoric land use within the
North River dranage can be identified from the Early Archaic Period, indicating over 6,000
years of potential environmenta and cultural changesinthe arear Sysemdic archaeological
dudies on the Woodworth House property have dso indicated severd potentid research topics
for prehistoric resources on the property. The recovery of chipping debris indicates the
potential for lithic technologica sudies while the location of a pit-type feature can indicate
possble subsstence-rdated topics. The recovery of a prehistoric feature dso presents
favorable evidence for the intact integrity of prehistoric resources on the property.

Historic archaeologica remans described above have the potentia to document the layout and
land-use history of a farmstead that remained in two families throughout mogt of its history,
from ca 1800 to 1972. Archaeologica resources have the potentia to accuratdy determine
the date of construction for the origina house and the dates of subsequent dterations, thereby
resolving a major professona and local debate over this property. Sysemdic testing and
excavation could determine whether the Woodworth House property was the dte of the
original Northy homesead of 1680 and whether portions of that origina house have been
incorporated into the existing house  Structura remains, construction features, occupeationa
related features, and sheet refuse dating to the 17th century may exist on the property. The

recovery of some or all of these resources would provide a convincing argument for the
o/ location of the Northy farmstead on this property and possibly incorporation of the Northy
V house or portions of it into the existing WoodworthHouse.  This evidence would push back
the date of significance for the houseto ca 1680. In the event that archaeologica resources
- from the Northy farmstead were located, structura evidence might allow recongtruction of the
layout of a 17th-century farm and provide specific detals relating to house construction and
' > operation of the farm. Detalled andyds of occupationd related features could <o provide
ingghts into the socid, cultural, and economic lives of early settlersinthe area.  Evidence
may be present that would contribute to such topics as foodways, available technologies, ad
overal 17th-century life. Similar evidence as gated above can dso contribute to a better
imderstanding of the Woodworth House's documented period of occupation begirming in the

(continued)
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19th century. Structural evidence and congtruction features could help sort out the complex
seguence of congtruction for the house and dterations beginning ca 1823, This evidence
could be usad to trace the layout of the farm through time, possibly identifying functional
changes in the farm and its relationship to overall changesin the tovra of Scituate, which was
characterized inits early years by shipbuilding and fishing, then as a summer retresat for
wedthy Bogtonians inthe 19th century, and as a suburban residentid community in the 20th
century. Detailled sudy of occupationd rdated features could trace the evolution of the
Northy and Woodworth families during these periods and indicate how they may have been
affected by overall changes in the town.

(end) -
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundarv Description

The nominated property is the parce shown on the Plan of Land in Scituate, Massachusetts,
Shet No. 52, Lot 6A, given in trust to the Town of Scituate by the edate of Marie Balley
Murray, November 8, 1974.

Boundarv Justification , &

The nominated property is the remaining origina Northy and Woodworth farm land currently
assodaed with the housa

(end)
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

26 February 1996 - . A

Carol Shull N . ' n
Keegper

National Regiger of Historic FHaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 ' . /

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Woodworth House, 47 Old Oaken Bucket Road,
Scituate (Plymouth County), Massachustts

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massechusetts Historical Commission

enclosure
cc. Kathleen Laidlaw, Chairperson, Scituate Historica Commission

Donald W. Brown, Chairperson, Scituate Board of Sdectmen
Kathleen Meeker, Director, Scituate Town Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

27 August 1996

Mr. Patrick Andrus

National Regiger of Historic Flaces - e

Nationa Pak Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

P.O. Box 37127 o'Sy N, e'e
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE:  Woodworth House, Sctuate (Plymouth County), Massachusetts
Dear Mi\.Aadms,

The National Regiger of Historic Flaces Regigtration Form for the property referenced
above, which was submitted to your office on February 26, 1996, mistakenly provided a
angle UTM reference. (The property encompassss 15.7 acres)

The correct UTM references for the property are indicated on the endlosad Continuation
Sheet. MHC staff would gppreciate your making the gppropriate amnendment to the
Registration Form.

Sincerdly,
% .>
R. Terence Adams N

Presarvation Planner
M assachusatts Historical Commission

cc: Scituate Historical Commission
Kim Withers Brengle

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



