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The Harrison House consists of a two story rectangular northerly section and
a southerly section composed of a central two story section with covered porch
and a single southern most one story section with stone steps and porch. Casual
observation invites the conclusion that the southerly sections and the northerly
section were constructed separately. Careful examination of construction
details discloses the virtual certainty that the entire structure was erected
at the same time. The clapboard on the westerly exposure (the rear of the house)
extends continuously without breaks over all three sections. Access to the con-
struction details of the interior of the common wall joining the two main sections
may be made through the attic and reveals only lath and plaster with no evidence
of clapboard. There is no structural support wall or evidence thereof in the
basement beneath the common joining interior wall. The thickness of all interior
walls, including the wall common to both sections, is between 5 inches and 5 1/2
inches while all exterior walls are 6 1/2 inches in thickness.

The exterior is of wood frame construction with clapboard, brick interior
chimneys, field stone foundation, asphalt over cedar shingles roof, shutters
(not original) on the northern and eastern exposures. The interior of the
southerly sections consists of 2 rooms above, 2 rooms below connected by a narrow
stairway, 2 fireplaces of brick construction with common chimmney, cellar and
cistern beneath 3/4 of this section. Ceiling height is 7' 1" first floor, 6' 5"
second floor, plaster over lath walls, random width pine floors first floor,
random width maple floors second floor. On the first floor both rooms are
equipped with chair rails. The northern section consists of 3 rooms above, 2
rooms and center hall below with main stairway and cellar below. Ceiling height
is 8' 3" first floor, 7' 0" second floor, plaster over lath walls, random width
pine floors first floor, random width maple floors second floor, first floor both
rooms with chair rails, cornice moldings, and brick fireplaces centered on the
north wall with inverted "Y" chimmey. Fireplaces in both sections display wooden
mantels of late 18th century style. Kitchen and living room fireplaces are
equipped with fireplace cranes. The minor alteration involves installation of a
bathroom on the second floor and 1/2 bath on the first floor.
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farmhouse of 19th century New Jersey.
as a cultural bond with
Connecticut).

The Samuel Orton Harrison House, built in the second quarter of the 19th
century is a fine example of a vernacular Greek Revival farmhouse.

Essentially unaltered, this dwelling presents a clear picture of the rural

It also establishes a physical as well
the Puritans who first settled in New England (especially
Seven generations removed from England and six generations removed

from New England, the Harrison House has a physical massing with similarities to
the Connecticut farmhouse.

kitchen wing alongside, this is a typical house type in Essex County.

A frame, two story, 3 bay, side hall dwelling with second floor narrow knee
wall windows incorporated in the plain frieze beneath the eave and a 1 1/2 story

There are

numerous buildings in the area with an essentially identical building form, but
the Samuel Orton Harrison House is probably the most pristine example in West

Caldwell.
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Samuel Orton Harrison House
West Caldwell
Essex County, New Jersey

The Harrison House is one of the few early 19th century farmhouses in
rapidly urbanizing West Caldwell of Essex County.

The land on which it was built was part of a tract owned by Caleb Hetfield,
purchased from the Indians in 1702, A substantial portion of this land came into
possession of the Harrison family about 1774, and initial speculation pointed to
Samuel A. Harrison as responsible for erecting a first primitive structure.
However, recent research has revealed that Samuel would have been only three
years old in 1790, so it is more probable that the builder was Samuel's father,
Joseph.

The Historic American Buildings Survey suggests that the house was
probably built about 1830. A statement by Mary Harrison Canfield in 1937
attributes construction to her father, Samuel O, Harrison, at the time of his
marriage. While the question whether he did or did not erect the main structure
may be food for continuing investigation, he did acquire title to all land and
other property left in 1849 by Samuel A., his father, 82 acres in all and valued
at $2,744.45.

The house is a typical early 19th century farm structure of the period and
has not been changed substantially through the years.

T. Karschner

2/1980
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Map of Essex County, New Jersey. Baker and Tilden, New York, 1859.

Map of Essex County, New Jersey. Hiram Belding, Newark, 1850.

Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS -6-183) Library of Congress, 1937.
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1884 (pp. 833, 835, 842, 851),

A Puritan Heritage. Lynn G. Lockway. 1955,
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Historic Homes of West Caldwell, New Jersey. West Caldwell Bicentennial
Committee, 1976.
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Samuel Orton Harrison House
West Caldwell
Essex County, NJ

Property Owner Record

Samuel Harrison (1782-1849) -~ Willed property to son in 1849, House
probably not yet built,

Samuel Orton Harrison (1816-1897) - Most likely built this house between
1849 and 1859, possibly earlier,

Mary A. Harrison Canfield (1856-1946) - Appears that property was given to
Samuel Orton's daughter when he died in 1897. Mary owned house up to her
death around 1946,

Raymond F. Dey - Bough property in 1945,

Sanford S. and Joy Cole - Purchased house in 1975.
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