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CESR PITON
Approximate number of stones 5,000
Earliest death date 1857
Latest death date 1938

Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and other
buildings and/or geographical features. Indicate
all buildings between Inventoried property and
nearest intersection.

Indicate north.

see attached nap

A 19/ 315050/ 4693000
B 19/ 315150/ 4692900
C 19/ 314960/ 4692170
D 19/ 314140/ 4692240

UMREFERENCE
L85 QAONGE Newton, Natick
SCALE 1: 25, 000

Landscape Architect (if lcnown)
Robert Morris Copel and

Condi tion excel lent: wel | maintained

| awns and trees; stones i ngenerally

good condition

Acreage 84.78 acres

5-4-1

Setting picturesque setting adjacent to

Charles River with entrance opposite

the pleasing sprawml of theforner Waltha

Anerican Watch Q.
headl ands, woods, waters and bays.

Recorded by Ed Gordon
Organi zation Wl thamHistorical CGonm

Dat e June, 1986
revised by C Jenkins 4/ 88
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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

Mount Feake Cenetery possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workman-
ship, feeling andassociations. Dating from 1857, it i ssignificant as oneof the nost

fully devel oped and best preserved "garden" cemeteries i nthe state.which followed the

nodel established by Mount Auburn Cenetery i n Canbridge/Watertown (NR). |ts windingpath
system devel oped by master |andscape architect, Robert Morris Copeland, conplenents the
rugged hilly terrain andfully reflects the romantic sensibilities of the period. Further, ~
the scope andquality of the funerary art i nthe cenetery adds another dinension of signi- e
ficance. The buil dings of the former Wal tham Punping Station also nmake animportant his-
toric andvisual contribution. Thecenmetery meets criteria Aand Cof the NRHP.

GINEL. ASSESSVENT F AR VB Describe material s used, designs, notifs, synbols that are either
canan or unusual, lcom carvers.

Situated along the northern bank of the meandering Charles River,directly across fromthe
picturesque American Waltham Watch Co. (Area C), M. Feake i s anoutstanding exampleof

a md-19th century "garden cemetery". Its winding path system devel oped by master |and-
scape architect Robert M Copeland, conplenments the rugged hilly terrain and fully reflects
the romantic sensibilities of the period. Mature, well cared for plantings anda diverse
array of Victorian funerary art conbine with the outstanding |andscape qualities to create

a cemetery of exceptional quality. |t enconpasses many fine exanples of Victorian and |ater
gravestones which are conposed of polished granite, marble andlimestone; granite, both rough
and polished, isthe nmost prevalent material. Here and there, ornate cast iron fences en-
closed famly plots, nobst notable the obelisk-marked Rherts famly plot. The Shepard family
plot i s marked by a Tuscan columed andarched encl osure which contains a full-length statue
of Reed Shepard. Also noteworthy i s the nenorial to Laura A Libby (1875-1902) which i sa

HSTGRGAL. SAQNHCANE Exp Ialnrelnglous affiliations, n@or period of use ad eval uate MM A
historical Inmportance of burial ground within the conmunity.

The history of Mouunt Feake Cenetery dates to 1856 when, accordingto the Waltham Sentinel,

"the subject of a newcenetery came before the town". At that time, "seven persons, including
the selectmen, were appointed ona committee to report a suitable location for a newhburial
ground". Those seven included; selectmen T.C Farnsworth, Josiah Rutter, Sean B. \Whitney,
Horatio Adans, Jonathan B. Bright, Chauncy Newhall and Wl liam Hobbs. Initially the com '
mttee seriously considered land on Beaver Street, near the Vale (NHL), andalso a M.
Farnsworth's |and near Bacon Street as the site of the newcemetery. Thethird choi cewas

the | ot belongingto the town, "consisting of 46 acres |ying by the Charles River and south
of the Fitchburg Railroad." It wasthe last mentioned |land that becane Mwunt Feake Cenetery.

The cenetery derived its nane fromthat given to the highest hill within Walthamis limits by
Governor John Wnthrop in 1632. Thehill was naned for Robert Feake who married Wnthrop's

daughter. Therise of the ground west of Munt Feake was called Wnthrop Hill. Thebay at
the southwest side andthe oneleading toward it were given the Indian name of the river

Qui nobi quin meani ng crooked. Thefour original owners of the cemetery grounds were O dham

(1634), Durnmer (1659), Harrington (1684), andGale (1661).

The plan for Mount Feake Cenetery was drawn by noted | andscape architect, Robert Morris
Copel and who was referred to i n a newspaper article sinply as "esquire". @n Cctober 16,
1857 the V/altham Sentinel nentioned that work onthe newcenmetery was being "conducted

with great vigor" under the direction of RM Copeland, Esgq., who drew the plan of the cem
etery, whose services were secured upon reasonable terras totend to work and stake out the

Bl BLI GGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (QON)

Val t ham Sentinel, April 18, 1856; Oct. 16, 1857; Nov. 20, 1857. July, 1906.
Wiss, Ellen. "QakBluffs". Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians. 1975.
City of Waltham \Water Dept. 36th Annual Report. 1909.
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| NVENTCRY FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHEET Ccni nuni ty: Form N

MASHETTSH STARCAL COWSI N Vél t ham 801
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: MW\ MW (gt ery

Indi cate each itemon inventory formv”ich is being continued bel ow
Description (cont) .

highly classicized seated figure of a worman pondering a book, executed in highrelief; it
ranks armong the finest exanples of cemetery sculpture inthe Boston area. Serving as a
backdrop to these highlights, are numerous stones of typical Victorian design which feature
pointed "Gothic" profiles, naturalistic designs and senti mental verses.

The cemetery derives much of its charm fromtwo conplenentary |andscape features. The first
is the meandering Charles River which provides a northern border of curves and inlets as
well as cooling vistas. The other i sa large craggy hill with outcropings near the entrance
which provides an effective screen to the adjacent railroad.

Significance (cont)

lots and who for this reason only assunes the entire responsibility for executingthe plan."
Copeland was a |andscape architect of sone repute who, in 1850, had published, "Country
Life: A Handbook of Agriculture, Horticulture and Landscape Gardening." H my have been
living in neighboringBelnmnt when he executed the Munt Feake design, which enploys the
curving lines reflective of topographical contours that were so popular at the time. In
addition to the cenetery's central roadway, M. Feake Avenue, 16 additional avenues (car-
riage and now automobile traffic) and 63 paths (foot traffic) traverse the grounds. The
avenues were nostly naned for individuals associatedwith "the old church and the former
owners of the cemetery grounds.”

The cemetery was consecrated on COctober 28, 1857. By Novenber 20, 1856, a reporter for

the Waltham Sentinel set forth a highly romantic description of the new cemetery stating
that, "Mich of the present beauty of M. Feake i s owing to the groups of trees, the woods
which coyer the hills and skirt the river margin, the shrubbery of nany exceedingly beauti-
ful varieties which nature has lavishly spread over the surface, the outcropping|edges

and the sonetines abruptness, sonetines gentleness of the sloping riverbanks. | tisinthe
managenent of these things that the tasteful and beautiful whole depends.”

The board menbers of the cemetery initially included Nathaniel P Banks, Dr. I.W Mulliken,
John Roberts, Horatio Moore and FM Stone. The notables buried i nthe Munt Feake Gene-
tery include Effie C Carlton, the conposer of "Rock-A-Bye-Baby" (1856-1910) and Waltham
mayors, Byron B Johnson and Charles F, Stone. Johnson served as Waltham s first nmayor in
1855. Stone served as nmayor in 1886. Later mayors buried i n Munt Feake included Arthur
A Hansen and G Chauncey Cousens.

Mount Feake was conpared from the beginning with Anerica's first "garden" or "romantic"
cemetery. Mount Auburn i n Canbridge/ V/ atertown. Mount Auburn's devel opment dates to the

early 1830s and was characterized by terrain simlar to that of Munt Feake. | n Novenber,
1857, a reporter for the Waltham Sentinel noted that, "Those who are accustoned to visit
Mount Auburn will perhaps conpare our cenetery unfavorably because they will miss the

varnish and finish which the careful culture of years can alone supply.”

*

(GON)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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MSSAH EETTSH STAR AL AOMSS ON Vliatham 801
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Naine:Mount Feske Cemetery
I ndi cate each item on inventory formwhicii is being continued bel ow

Significance (cont)
Val t ham Wat er Wor ks:

The ruins of the former Waltham Punping Station are now enconpassed within the grounds of
Mount Feake Cenetery and make a strong contribution to the overall romantic effect in ad-
dition to possessing a significant history of their own.

In 1872, a time when many |arger communities were becom ng concerned with the issues of
wat er and sewer nanagenent, Ml tham purchased the former Harrington farm on the banks of
the Charles River just upstream from the American Waltham Watch Conpany (Area C). M en-
gin house with attached smokestack and coal shed was erected in 1873. The building was
designed by Joseph H Curtis, an engineer from Boston, and construction was undertaken by
Issac R Scott of Waltham The building was constructed of brick on a Westford granite
foundation. | twas outfitted with two Worthington GConpound Dupl ex Punmping Enginesi n-
stalled by Henry R Worthington of New York and capable of punping one and one-quarter
million gallons each per day. Wat was |ater considered the main building was designed

by the city architect. Superintendent Patch in 1896-97 in the mdst of a period of intense

muni ci pal construction. | twas built by Robert dancy of Waltham Portions of the fly-
wheel, steam cylinder and box bed remain inside. Behind and above these connected buildings
is a wood-frame dwelling constructed in 1872 by Ceorge T. Tyler. | t housed the superin-

tendent engineers beginning with Asa D Garfield (1872-85), George H Whitehouse (1886-98),
and George W Furbush who held the position well into the 20th century.

The former V/altham Punping Station is in poor condition with portions of it sroof collapsing
and pieces of the brick walls falling to the ground. The original 1872 section isin
especially deteriorated condition with mst of itsgable roof gone along with its w ndows
and door. The one story brick walls remain along with the rear portion of the roof. The
attached 1896-97 section is in sonmewhat better condition. [ tisa one story hip roof
structure with central cupola. [Itssymmetrical facade which faces the river, is centered
on a deteriorated, gabled entry porch with cast-iron colums. Segnental arches flank the
entry, with that to the left containing a triple arch screen. Wndows and doors are gone
but  the roof remains, supported by a metal roofing system Portions of the flywheel re-
main inside. The former engineer's dwelling house remains behind. | tisa one story
hip roof structure that is sheathed with clapboards; four wi ndows evenly spaced across the
facade have lost their sash. Above the punping station conplex are two Italianate style
houses, a carriage house and two sheds. Historic naps show that these dwellings were part
of the original punping station conplex; they probably housed enpl oyees.

Boundari es

Historic maps and atlases fromthe md to late 19th century make i tclear that the bounds
of the cenetery have changed since that time. Lands north of the railroad tracks now de-
voted to the City Hone, the City Hospital and the Bicycle Park Playground were part of the
cemetery, while the westernnost part of the present cemetery were under the control of the
Val t ham Véter* Works. The boundaries of this nomination are the present cenetery bounds as
shown on the attached Engineering Mp. The westernnost section, with the exception of the
former Punmping Station buildings, is developed with fecent gravestones and i s considered
non-contributing.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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VALTHAM M\ NRA D STR CT DATA SHET MONT FEAKECEMETERY

Historic Nane Dat e style Stat us
Gat ehouse cl 970 n/a NC
Punpi ng Station/Min Bldg. 1896- 97 Ronanesque Rev. C

. Punpi ng Station/Engi ne House 1872-73 Utilitarian
Punpi ng Station/ Engi neer's Hse 1872 Ver nacul ar
House y cl 870 . Italianate
House . cl 870 I'talianate - *'e§ .
Carriage house ~ cl 870 Italianate C
Shed e ft 1 va . . - NC
Shed -y 1.7 ] nfa + 5 NC
St orage Buil ding cl 970 na ' v ; NC
Shed D cl 970 na - "' e NC
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