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EXTERIOR

This one-story, medium-gabled white clapboard structure (ca.1877) 
was originally built as a residence and has been adapted for use as a 
library. Placed on a low brick foundation, the T-shaped design retains 
its original architectural integrity. The front facade features a 
three-bay, square-columned entrance porch. Extending from the left and 
right wings, two smaller porches of similar design enhance the symmetry 
of the front elevation. The porches and house have been roofed with 
asbestos shingles.

In the center of the front facade a four-panel double-door with 
sidelights and fanlight is balanced by two 6/6 lights. A small fan­ 
light is centered in the entry porch pediment. In the center of each sid< 
porch wall is a single door containing 6-pane window.

The forward portion of the right elevation features an outside end 
chimney, with 6/6 lights in the low gabled rear section. A fireproof 
vault (ca. 1949) has been attached to the rear of this side.

An L-shaped porch with unadorned square columns extends across the 
left elevation, a portion of which has been enclosed to meet additional 
space requirements of the library.

INTERIOR

The interior rooms retain their original proportions $ however, 
assorted cosmetic alterations have been made in adapting the structure 
to contemporary use as a town library. Most prominent in the main 
reading room is the double-door entry whose sidelights and fanlight 
fill the area with natural light.

SURROUNDINGS

The structure sits on a spacious lot near the center of St. Matthews 
in the original residential district. It overlooks the rail line that 
was basic to the town's agricultural economy in its formative years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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As one of St. Matthews' oldest buildings, the Calhoun County 
Library is significant for.iits pleasing architectural proportions 
and its creative use as a public library and museum.

Constructed ca. 1877, the building remained in residential use 
until 1949. Since then the structure has been used as the county 
library and historic museum. It is an excellent example of the 
adaptive use of a residential structure in an increasingly commercial 
district. The exterior elevations retain the dignity of the structure's 
classic revival style. The symmetry of the square-columned porches, 
the entry-way pediment with fanlight and the central double-doors with 
fanlight and sidelights combine in achieving this classic motif.
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Orangeburg County Court House, Book 13, page 350, 1873. 

Orangeburg County Court House, Book 17, page 39, 1879. 

Orangeburg County Court House, Book 28, page 524, 1949.
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