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7. DESCRI PTI ON

Located one bl ock west of theintersection of Amherst's Central Business
District (NR 1991), Prospect, Gaylord and Amty Streets have historically
been associatedwith thetown center as a residential neighborhood for
artisan, business and professional famlies. The area began totake formi n
the 1820s when smal ler lots along South Prospect and Amty Streets were
divided fromlarger agricultural parcels andbuilt with Greek Revival style
houses. Constructionon Amty and Prospect lagged only slightly behindthe
devel opment of small lots clustered around thecentral Anmherst intersection
and thetown Common. Later i nthel19th century prosperous business famlies
built Italianate and Queen Anne style houses on t henorthernpart of Prospect
Street extending thestreet toits present length. Lots on Gaylord Street
wer e devel oped around theturn of the century.

Setting: Topography and Streets

Prospect Street occupies thecrest of aridge, adrumini norigin, that runs
in anorth-southdirection between |ower ground i nHadley tothewest and t he
Fort River low ands i ntheeastem part of Amherst. Rising fromHallock
Street at its northernend. Prospect Street i slevel fromCowes Lane to its
sout hem term nus on Northampton Street. Southeast of theone-half mle
stretch of Prospect Street theridge rises toa higher knoll, formerly called
Moot Hill, where Amherst College i ssituated. Amty Street, theconnecting
road fromtheparent village of Hadley t oAmherst, mounts theridge fromthe
west, bisects Prospect, and meets Pleasant Street at a central intersection.

Fromt hespine of Prospect Street, I|and descends on both sides. Gaylord
Street, one block long, slopes near itsintersection with thewest sideof
Prospect and continues on | owground tolLincoln Street.

North Prospect, bordered with large maples i sa narrow, one way street; houses
with front lawns and omamental plantings areplaced about 20" fromthecurb,
al though setbacks areirregular (Photograph #8). South Prospect Street, with
few street side trees i sthesane width, but houses on t hewest side stand
close tosidewalks with little space for front yards; thetwo east side houses
are unevenly spaced fromthestreet (Photograph #3). Gaylord Street,
overarched with large oaks and other deciduous trees i sa narrow street
without curbs andwith a single northsidewalk; houses have small front yards
(Photograph #1). Amty Street, theoldest and wi dest street i n the

(continued)
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proposed district, was laid out i ntheoriginal 1703 plan as a still wider
street. Buildings are set back 25 on thenorth side, and about 15 on the
south, and young deci duous trees grow along t hestreet among occasional mature
mapl es and evergreens.

Buil ding Descriptions

The Prospect-Gaylord-Amty neighborhood contains a remarkably intact group of
19th century buildings consideringits proximty totheactive downtown
business district. W thin theproposed district only one of 48 residential
bui l dings (15 Gavliord St.) was built after 1940 and only four of t hepre-1940
buildings do not contribute tothedistrict's historic character because of
insensitive rempdeling (106Amty St.. ML #263; 37 S Prospect St.. MC #515;
43 S Prospect. ML #516; 85 Amity St.. ML #261). The nost frequently
occurring architectural styles are Geek Revival, Italianate, and Queen Anne.
The district i spredom nantly residential, although a fewstructures with
living quarters also have other uses; a house with dentists' offices (ML
#268) a funeral hone (MHC #269) and t he Anerican Legion building (ML #262).
Only Hope Church (MHC #284) was not historically built as a residence. A
nunber of buildings i nthedensely populated district especially those south
of Amity Street have been divided into apartments. Two structures arethree
and four story apartment buildings (124Amty St., 85 Amty St., MC #261).
The following descriptions of buildings arebased on architectural styles and
are generally chronol ogical.

The Seth N nms House (27 Prospect St., MHC #514, ca. 1790) i sa brick house of
simple Federal design, theonly exanple of it stype surviving i nthe proposed
district (Photograph #4). The two-and-a-half story house has a three-bay
facade with central transomtopped double door and two chimeys (asmaller one
on thesouthern ridge, and a larger on thefront roof near thenorth end).
Rectangul ar stone lintels and sills trim wi ndows and doors; upper w ndows abut
the eaves. Wndows on t hethree bay north facade areplaced close to the
corners. A polygonal bay with heavy nolded cornice was added over thesouth
lower front window i nthemd-19th century. A one-and-a-half story

cl apboarded south wing has a com ce w ndow over a shed-roofed porch and
second door. The porch has square posts with nolded capitals. A rear wood
deck of recent construction overlooks a sloping back yard.

Nearly a dozen houses built during theearly devel opment of the neighborhood
bet ween 1828 and 1870 have G eek Revival features. Clustered nost densely
along Amty Street, these houses arealso found on t hewestern side of South

(continued)
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Prospect Street south of Amity. Later transitional houses with sone G eek
Revival features arelocated onthewest side of North Prospect Street near
Cow es Lane. Thedistrict's Geek Revival houses vary i ndesign and range
froma brick, hipped roof exanple (111 Amty St.. MHC #260) anda wood frane,
side gabled exanple (MHC#265), t ot henpst numerous wood frame front gabled
type (MHC #s 267, 510, 512). Sone front gabled houses with side hall plans
have t heproportions of Geek Revival houses with only a fewof the
characteristic embellishments: wide frieze boards, pilastered cornersand
doors, closed pediments, andsidelights (MHC #s 224, 227, 267, 268). Sone
houses lost original trim when they were re-sided (Inv. #s 262, 268).

The Sol omon Pitkin House (111 Amty St., MHC #260, ca. 1833) bhuilt by the
president of Amherst's first bank, i sthesingle brick exanple anongt he
district's Greek Revival houses. A stylish departure fromtheside gabled
symmetry of ol der houses, this twostory house has an updated appearance with
a ridge hipped roof, long axis perpendicular t othestreet, anda three-bay
front with side hall plan. Two brick chimeys areplaced near sidewalls.

Rai sed brick corner pilasters andfrieze bands frame panelledsides;
Six-over-six windows aretrimed with flush sandstone lintels andslightly
projecting sills. Because of a buff-colored wash, brick andstone col or
cannot be clearly ascertained. Promnent Geek Revival details area
tripartite panelledlintel over thedoor, 2/3 length sidelights anda hip
roofed full front, anda onestory porch with four fluted Doric colums. A
slender iron rail strxing between t he colums does not detract fromt he
temple-1ike appearance of t heporch. A two story brick, hi proofedell and a
one story, clapboarded gabled ell extend i ntherear.

The district includes tiw side gabled Geek Revival houses. he i sa two
story, noncontributing house at 106 Amty Street (MHC#263, ca. 1850) altered
with alum numsiding anda front addition. The other i sa one-and-one-half
story cottage with a central chimey at 125Amty Street (MHC #265, ca.

1840). The cl apboarded house, first occupied by bookbinder Sarnuel Cutts
Carter, has a five-bay facade anda | ow-pitchedroof with gable retums.
Below t hefront frieze aretwodecorativecornicew ndows with a geometric
muntin pattem  Aearly 20th century porch with chanfered posts and scrolled
brackets, enclosed with multi-pane glazing, covers a central door and transom
stickwork omanments thegable of theporch. A gabled ell with attached garage
extends behind the cottage.

(continued)
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Anong the nunerous front gabled G eek Revival houses i nthe proposed district
there are two small, two story, wood frane exanples located on the south side
of Amity. The house at 146-148 Amty Street (ML #268, 1834) now including
dentists' offices, has a continuous front com ce and |ow pitched roof. The
side hall plan house has two |ower front windows and two unranked second floor
wi ndows. Sone original trimmy have been |ost when the house was sided with
alumnum A Col onial Revival gabled enclosed porch covers the door. An ell
with flush sides and a slightly lower ridge |line extends behind the house, and
a full length one story addition appends the east side. Next door at 140
Amty Street (ML #267, ca. 1840) i s another small front-gabled house. O the
gable is a decorative triangular panel of narrow clapboards and gable

returns. A side door and a single windowon the first floor face the street
under a late 19th century full front porch. Cut porch posts have two scrolled
sides, the railing is square-cut, and sunburst carvings fill triangular ends
beneath the shed roof. A one story rear ell projects behind the short block
of the main house. Wboden steps of recent date |lead to another entrance on
the second floor.

Three larger front gabled two story wood frame houses on South Prospect Street
have Greek Revival features. ne of these at 43 South Prospect Street (ML
#516, ca. 1860) i s a noncontributing house because of alterations. The
others, together with 111 Amty Street (MC #260) are anong the nore intact
exanples inthe proposed district. The Salnmon Dickinson House (11 S Prospect
St., ML #510, ca. 1865) with side hall plan has a promnent, |ow-pitched,
front gable with continuous com ce and flushboarded tympanum a cross gable
of the sane hei ght on the south side has a simlar pediment. A cordoned
frieze circles the clapboarded house beneath prom nent eaves. O a three-bay
front and on the south elevation, w ndows have bol d nol ded crowns that extend
beyond janbs. A portico with square posts, enclosed multi-pane sides and a
flat hipped roof covers an inset door framed with panelling and panelled
pilasters beneath a two-light transom The house has a granite foundation.
Multiple additions on the rear include a south side sunroomthat appears from
vertical muntins i nupper sash to be fromthe early 20th century, tw ells
with two or three stories that gain a full basement story from the slope of
the rear lot, and a group of sheds.

The second of the larger front gabled houses on South Prospect Street, the

Joseph Colton - Ms. Harriet Mack House (19 S Prospect St., MC #512, 1865)
has a side hall plan, three-bay front and continuous cornice; a gable attic
wi ndow has a mol ded crown, while |ower six-over-six windows on the

(continued)
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synthetically sided house have |ost their crowns. The front door is
surrounded by a Greek Revival style grooved frame with panelled comer blocks
and 2/3 length sidelights; vertical as well as horizontal nuntins divide
sidelights into small rectangular panes. A hip roofed full porch supported by
square posts with small pedestals and capital noldings is bordered by a sinple
square cut railing. A small rectangular bay and an ell with lower ridgeline
have three stories because of the rear lot's slope; double open porches line
the south side of the ell.

The Elizabeth Hannum House at 96 Amity Street (MC #262, ca. 1870) on the
corner of South Prospect Street, the hone of American Legion Post 148, is an
altered Geek Revival house with an Italianate front gable window The two
story, wood frame, front gabled house with three-bay front and side hall plan
lost sorme of the original trimwhen i twas sided with aluminum Lower front
and east wi ndows were also replaced. The house has a continuous front com ce
and a porticowith Doric colums and a sinmple rail. Vertical sidinghby the
door indicates an area where a frame and sidelights were formerly located. An
ell with flush sides and a lower ridgeline |lengthens the house; an east hip
roofed porch with Doric columms spans the junction between the sections,
covering side doors into the main block and ell. A two story bay with narrow
w ndows appends the east side of the ell. A cannon and flagpole are
promnently displayed in the front yard.

O North Prospect Street, the Ms. WIlliams House (58 N Prospect St., MC
#224, ca. 1870) is a two story, wood frame, front gabled house with sone G eek
Revival features. The front gable of the three-bay side hall plan house is
unadorned, but flat pilasters with molded capitals and full length five-paned
sidelights frame the door. Front |ower wi ndows are elongated in Geek Revival
style; sash has been replaced. Sone trim nmay have been covered or renoved
when the house was synthetically sided. Over the door and |ower w ndows, a
full width hip roofed porch is supported with square chanfered posts with

mol ded capitals; a cut railing skirts the porch. There is a single
two-over-t*o attic window in the front gable. O the north side is a one
story rectangul ar bay.

Al'so on the west side of North Prospect Street near the intersection of Cowes
Lane, three transitional two story, wood franme houses have both G eek Revival
and Italianate features (ML #s 223, 227, 226). [talianate ornaments such as
round- headed wi ndows, scrolled comi ce brackets, nore el aborate w ndow and
door crowns, and polygonal bays have been applied to front gabled, side hall

(continued)
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plan houses with theproportions of Greek Revival houses. Chanfered porch
posts with elaborate crowns and pedestals have replaced classical colunmns.

The house at 44 North Prospect Street (ML #227, ca. 1870) i sstylistically a
transitional house with sinple Geek Revival and Italianate ornamentation.

The front gabled, two story house has a three-bay front with a side hall

plan. O theclapboarded house are Greek Revival style friezes, a half-round
gable fanlight, and a pilastered door frame. The double hung two-over-two

wi ndows, small brackets on thedoor's cornice and chanfered porch posts with
mol ded, flaring capitals under a full width, hipped porch roof are ltalianate
features. The door i sdouble-leafed. Appended tothehouse area north cross
gabled bay, and rear one storyaddition.

The J. B Ward House (62N Prospect St., MC #223, ca. 1860) i sanother two
story, three-bay front gabled house with side hall plan and features of both
Italianate and G eek Revival styles. The door frame with broad pilasters,
five-paned sidelights andbracketed cornice exhibits theblend of stylesof
this transitional house. The clapboarded house has a granite foundation.
Lower front nine-over-nine w ndows areelongated i nGeek Revival fashion.
Italianate brackets embellish theroofline cornice. A spindled porch railing
and turned porch posts with scrolled brackets under a hipped roof appear t obe
Queen Anne additions.

The C Deuel House (52N Prospect St., MC #226, ca. 1870) built by a
druggist, i sa nore elaborate wood frame two story, front gabled, side hall
plan house with Greek Revival and Italianate features. A low-pitched pedi ment
over thethree bay front i sflushboard. A cordoned frieze circles thehouse
beneath prom nent eaves. An inset door i sframed with Geek Revival style
sidelights, pilasters, and a double dentilled cornice; Italianate brackets,
supporting a flat roofed porch with turned posts on panelled pedestals, are
superinmposed on t hepilasters; and panes of thesidelights arefilled with
tinted glass. The porch railing i snade of heavy turned balusters. A south
side porch, adjoining thefront bay and a cross gabled bay also projects from
the north side of thehouse. Snmall brackets arepositioned at thecorners of
mol ded wi ndow crowns. Front porch steps and wal kway are granite; a cobbled
retaining wall borders a driveway leading toa rear carriage house.

Though t he Gothic Revival style was popular during sone of thesane years that
G eek Revival houses were being built, houses with Gothic features werenot
common i nAmherst, and only two houses i nthedistrict were noticeably

(continued)
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influenced by the style. The Tenpe Linnell House (155 Amty St., MC #270,
ca. 1842) built by a mariner's wi dowwho noved to Amherst from Orleans, is an
unusual side gabled exanple, a cottagewith a five bay symmetrical front and a
doorway with lancet crown. Inits symretry and proportions, the houseis
traditional; the low roof pitch ismore characteristic of Geek Revival than
of Gothic Revival houses. The door is also topped by a traditional
multi-light transom but panes are small and elongated vertically. The lancet
door crown, the single Gothic feature i s unusual. Wthina nolded frane,
wooden circul ar designs mimc the tracery of a Gothic window The house has
two modern dormers and a north wing including a garage. The front faces the
east sideyardwhere for many years therewas a right-of-way that m ght have
becone another north-southstreet. A second house with Gothic features (32 N
Prospect St., MC #229, ca. 1875) i s described later.

Italianate houses i n the proposed district occupy the northernand southern
sections of Prospect Street peripheral to the central area near Amty where
G eek Revival houses are nost nunerous. Houses with Italianate features are
all wood frame buildings but vary inplan; there are front gabled, side

gabl ed, hipped square shaped houses, and an L-shaped house with hipped roof.
These houses, built betrween 1860 and 1880 are all of substantial size. Vhile
many are synthetically sided, a good deal of the period detail has survived.
Seven of the houses fromthis period on North Prospect Street have carriage
houses remaining and nost appear to have been built at the time of the house's
construction (ML #s 215, 220, 221, 225, 226, 227, 228).

Two front gabled houses with Italianate features on the northernend of North
Prospect Street (ML #s 215, 218) are taller than Geek Revival houses and
only hint at the preceding style intheir side hall plan and closed front
gabl es. A house on the corner of South Prospect and Gaylord Streets (37 S
Prospect St.. ML #515, ca. 1870) is also of this type, but is noncontributing
because of extensive alterations (Photograph #3). The Barrett House (90 N
Prospect, ML #215 ca. 1870) (Photogrpah #6), is a tw story, front gabled,
wood frame house with side hall plan and three ranked front. A three-part
transom spans a door and sidelights In Geek Revival manner, but Italianate
pilasters with wide flaring nolded tops provide the outer frame for the
doorway. Also Italianate instyle is a round headed gable wi ndow i na nol ded
frame and a cornicewith single scallopedbrackets spaced along a wide
frieze. Chanfered square posts with flaring nolded capitals support a full
front, hip roofed porch bordered with a cut railing. The porch continues
along the south side to a cross gabled bay; a small square stained glass

(continued)
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wi ndow faces south above the roof, A second porch and entrance are |ocated on
the south side of a rear ell.

Also taller initsproportions i sthe Thomas Young House (82 North Prospect
Street, ML #218, ca. 1870) (Photograph #6), a two story, wood frarme,

L-shaped, cross gabled house with a prominent front gabled bay and sone
Italianate features. The house has a side hall plan, but instead of the nore
conmon three-bay facade it has a polygonal bay with narrow wi ndows next to the
door on the first floor. An asymmetrical pair of narrow wi ndows and a single
wi der wi ndow are | ocated on the second floor. The door and sidelights beneath
a gabled portico have segnental arched tops. Bracketed square posts support
the portico roof; trellised sides appear to be 20th century additions. In the
low pitched gable with continuous corniceisa single arched window Com ce
brackets nmay have been renoved when the house was sided with alumnum but

wi ndows retain flared nolded crowns. A three bay south wing includes a second
door and full porch. A tw story polygonal bay and a one story rectangul ar
bay are appended to the south wall of the front bay. The birds' eye view of
Amherst in 1886 shows a continuous verandah on the house extending along the
south and east sides.

The Field House (55 S. Prospect St., MC #518, ca. 1850) i s another front
gabl ed house with three bay front and side hall plan; but with little
surviving trim this i sone of the |east intact of the Italianate houses. A
round headed attic gable window and fairly sinple nolded crowns on | ower
t:wo-over-t:wo wi ndows survive on the synthetically sided house. A 12 front
porch with gable over the entrance waps around the south side; paired square
posts support the roof, and a cut railing with bowed profile edges the porch.
Eaves on the noderately pitched roof are wide. A two-part ell with flush
sides extends the house and gains a cellar story fromthe lot's slope. The
first one-and-one-half story section includes tw north facing shed dorners
and a south facing sun porch; the second one story section includes a
vertically sided shed or garage.

A nore el aborate side gabled, tw story Italianate house, the Rufus W
Stratton House (94 N Prospect St., MC #214, ca.l865) has a low pitched
central front gable and three bay symetrical front. Paired scalloped
brackets ornament broad eaves along a wide trimband on the tall synthetically
sided house. Beneath the front gable, a bracketed hood crowns a round headed
t:wo-over-two window A central door in a segnentally arched nolded frame i s
under a bracketed porticow th deck-hip-roof. Chanfered square portico posts
have nol ded capitals and are clustered on pedestals connected by a rail with

(continued)
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| ozenge-shaped cutouts. Paired elongated windows i nsingle frames without
crowns flank thecentral bay on first and second floors. The house has
granite foiondations. Wboden south side exterior stairs and a rear addition
are of recent construction.

The F. Gallond House (49 S Prospect St., ML #517, ca. 1873) i s another
Italianate house with two stories and a central front gable, but this house
has a ridge hipped roof. A round headed, six-over-six attic windowi n the
front gable tops a symmetrical three bay front. Comice trimhas not
survived, but there arenolded window crowns with flaring corners on | ower
wi ndows. The house i ssided with asphalt shingles. Over thecentral doori s
a hip roofed porch with a decoratively scored central gable, frieze with
circular cutouts, and square posts with scalloped brackets. The solid
battered rail i sa 20th century addition. @1 thenorth side, an added
exterior chimey extends through thew de eaves of a metal roof. Rear
additions areextensive and gain a cellar story because of thelot's rear
slope; on thesouth, rear additions containing a sunroomareflush withthe
house, while on thenorth a trw story addition with appended one story front
extends into thenorth sideyard.

Two of theproposed district's Italianate houses are square houses with | ow
pitched hip roofs, three bay fronts, and el aborate porches. The Rufus W
Stratton - Ms. Swift House (57N Prospect St., ML #225, ca. 1865) i sa
tall, two story, wood frame house with side hall plan and much intact
ornamentation. Beneath t hehipped roof with wi de eaves i san elaborate trim
band with periodic horizontal cornice w ndows, dianond-shaped nolded
ornaments, and arched brackets. @n thefull front porch aresmaller scale
brackets and circle and dianmond patterned cornice omaments; a spindle rail
connects chanfered posts with nolded capitals. Bold flared moldings and wi de
friezes crown two-over-two wi ndows and t hedoor. The house has a granite
foundation and synthetic siding. An el |l with second floor cornice w ndows
includes a south facing porch and second door.

Another tall square, hi proofed house with a three bay facade, theH Holland
House (74N Prospect St., ML #220, ca. 1865) has a center hall plan. The
wood franme house nore deeply setonitslot than other houses on North
Prospect Street, has an elaborate comi ce punctuated by paired heavy brackets
and rectangular beaded ornanments beneath wi de eaves. A central door i sframed
with wide sidelights and a transom and pl aced under a deep portico with hipped
roof, brackets, cutout balustrade, and chanfered, grooved square posts with

(continued)
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bosses and nol ded capitals. The fine-cut railing was probably a later
addition. O the sides, symetrical one story bays with bracketed cornices
contain windows inset i nrounded panels between pilasters. A small
rectangul ar appendage on the front roof containing two windows may be a

modi fied former cupola. The house has a granite foundation. Behind the house
are an ell with south-facing porch and a Stick Style carriage house.

At 71 North Prospect Street (ML #221, ca. 1880) i san L-shaped Italianate
house with intersecting hipped roofs. The double front door of the two story,
wood franme house i slocated under a verandah at the intersection of a
projecting front bay and a bay with axis paralleling the street. Roof
ornaments were probably lost when the house was sided with alumnum A

pol ygonal one story bay appends the projecting front bay. A front verandah
with polygonal finial-topped corner i san addition nade after 1902, but there
was an original south facing verandah. Triangular pierced scalloped brackets
and  chanferedposts with nolded capitals decorate both elevations of the

ver andah.

Two Second Enpire houses i nthe proposeddistrict are located on the east side
of Prospect Street. (ne of these houses with a characteristic mansard roof i s
an asymetriccottage (M #222) the other i s a two-and-one-half story
symmetrical house (MHC #513). A third house with a mansard roof (MHC #229)
has small Second Enpire style dornmers, but Gothic features are nore

prom nent. The houses all appear t o have been built i nthe 1870s. The J.J.
Young House (63 N Prospect St., MC #222, ca. 1875) the hone of an Amher st
furniture dealer, isa story-and-a-half Second Enpire wood frame cottage with
front and rear bays appended to a central segnent with long axis parallel to
the street. Dormers containing t:wo-over-two wi ndows under bracketed shed
roofs punctuate the slightly S-curved mansard roofs. A full width front porch
has sone Queen Anne conponents: a |lowpitched pediment, turned heavy posts and
acutrail and frieze. Along the porch roof are paired brackets. Scrolled
spandrel brackets with trefoil cutouts append front porch posts and the posts
of a small south portico. The portico over a side door has no frieze and
appears to have original posts and rail; here slender chanferedposts with

mol ded capitals support a pierced railing with diagonal cutout patterns.
Brackets under the eaves of the mansard roof have been renoved, perhaps when
the house was synthetically sided.

An inposing two-and-a-half story French Second Enpire house at 24 South
Prospect Street (M #513, ca. 1875) a house noved tothis location i n the

(continued)
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1920s from an unknown prior location, has a symmetrical three bay front and
full height side bays. Between the nmolded edges of the slate mansard roof are
regul arly spaced gabled dornmers ranked with |ower w ndows; dornmer w ndows are
poi nted, and heaA™ nol ded cornices along the steep pitched gables are
supported with scrolled brackets parallel to the face of the dormers. Beneath
the eaves are heavy single triangular brackets along a cordoned trim band. A
deep portico over the double central door has square chanfered posts with
flaring nolded capitals and a flat hipped roof; heavy triangular brackets with
trefoil cutouts and a solid rail with quatrefoil ornaments incircular panels
are, with the pointed dormers, Gothic enmbellishments. Two-over-two front room
wi ndows on the first floor are elongated an have nol ded crowns. Wndows i n
side bays are narrow. A hipped, bracketed hood covers a central upper door
over the portico. Sone of the pointed dormer wi ndows have been replaced with
rectangul ar w ndows.

The house built by photographer J. L Lovell (32 N Prospect St., MC #229,
ca. 1875) isa tw story clapboarded house with a mansard roof and series of
steep pitched, Gothic style, through-com ce gabled dormers on front and side
el evations. Eaves are deep, supported at gable comers with concave-curved
brackets. Above the three front dorners are stylish, small rounded attic
lights in Second Empire frames: the central semi-circular light isin an
eyebrow shaped frame, and circular side lights are in scalloped frames topped
with finials. O side elevationsthere are small paired gabled dorners at
attic level. Dormer windows and a pair of narrow windows i nthe central front
dormer are set inpointed frames. A full front porch with mansard roof covers
a central door and half-length sidelights. Paired chanfered porch posts
support a simple railing and a wide beaded frieze with pairedbrackets.

Hi pped one story rectangul ar bays append the sides of the house, and an el
with narrow through-com ce dormers extends on the rear. Decorative chimeys
placed on the sides of the roof are pierced by arched openings and have
flaring tops.

Anot her unusual house, the cottage with double through-cornice side dormers at
120 Amty Street (ML #264, 1836, renodeled late 19th c.) is sided with
striking angled and fanned clapboarding i n panels divided by horizontal and
vertical stickwork. Wheel brackets beneath a hip roofed door hood are a type
sonetinmes found on Stick Style houses. A low pitched front gable probably
reflects the presence of a Greek Revival house beneath the late 19th century
facade. Pointed wi ndow crowns are of a kind found on Geek Revival and |later
houses. A front oriel-like bay on the second floor and deep eaves are Gothic

(continued)
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features. A picture window next to the side entrance i s a post-1940
alteration.

A dozen houses with (Jueen Anne features built in the |ast decades of the 19th
century and early 20th century are nost densely clustered in three areas in
the proposed district: Gaylord Street, the north end of North Prospect Street
on the east side, and the south end of North Prospect Street on the west

side. Queen Anne style houses inthis group are al | of wood framne
construction with tw or two-and-one-half stories, and exhibit varying anounts
of characteristic enbellishment: decorativelycut shingles, lacy spandrels and
spindl ework on porches, decorative windows with stainedglass or small
bordering panes, towers, and cutaway or overhanging bays. The district's
Queen Anne houses vary widely inplan and include a sinple front gable
vernacul ar exanple (MC #282) nvinmerous cross gabled houses (ML #s 511, 280,
283, 281, 279, 217, 216, 228) a gable on hip roofed exanple (MC #230) a side
ganbrel with tower (ML #231) and a side gabled exanple (ML #219).

The sinplest of the Queen Anne houses inplan i s a front gabled house at 24
Gaylord Street (ML #282, ca. 1900) that stands on the foundation of the first
electric plant in Arherst, a buildinglater remdel ed as a duplex. The house
formerly had two front doors, both leading into a divided sidehall.
Traditional inplanwith itsfront gable, three ranked front, and sidehall,
the house i s embellished with Queen Anne decorative features: tw kinds of
wal | treatment, an upper shingled (now synthetic-sided) story and |ower

cl apboarded story, a door w th w ndow bordered with stained glass panes, and a
sl ot-shaped stairway wi ndow, also stained glass and bordered with small

panes. The house i s broader than nost earlier front gabled houses with room
for a pair of third floor windows in the front gable. A partial front porch
with flushboarded gable has chanfered posts, scrolled brackets, and a cut
railing. An ell, flush on the west, extends into the east sideyardwth
doubl e porches; the |ower enclosed porch has casement w ndows, and the upper
open porch has chanfered posts. Two-over-two windows remain intact.

A large tw-and-one-half story front gabled house at 12 South Prospect Street
(M #511, ca. 1890) i s elaborated with trmmo slightly projectingcross gables
that give the house a cnciform shape. Wth tw front doors under a side
porch, the house appears to have been designed as a duplex or apartment
building; long and broad, the house provides anple residential space onits
smal | | ot adjacent to the downtown. Queen Anne style cut shingl es ornanent
gabl es above comer bracketed eaves. The roof isslate. Lower walls with

(continued)
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asymmetrically placed windows are synthetically sided. Paired chanfered and
grooved posts with sinmple brackets support the porch, also with a shingled
gable. Brackets are piercedwth circular cutouts, and the rail and frieze
have a bowed profile. O the south side, the broad projectingbay has cutaway
corners; behind ita tw story open porch has posts and brackets |ike those on
the front as well as replaced posts.

O Gaylord Street tw cross gabled houses have prom nent front gables and
shingle cross gables extending into sideyards. The Mary M |ler House (28
Gaylord St., MC #280, ca. 1880) is a tw story clapboarded house with
horizontal stick banding and fairly steep roofs with wi de eaves. The front
gable includes three bays with a side hall entrance under a hip roofed porch;
the porch is supported with chanfered posts and scrolled brackets and has a
cut railing. VWndows are two-over-two. A second door on the wing is centered
between two w ndows; on the second floor isa single wndow A one storyel |
extends in the rear. A wooden stairway of recent date has been added to the
east side.

The Anthony B Cul ver House at 17 Gaylord Street (ML #283, ca. 1900) is a
nore el aborate cross gabled exanple. Cut shingles and small w ndows onmanent
steep pitched gables and a shed roofed tw story rectangul ar bay appended to
the gabled front has a cut shingle skirt above first floor wi ndows. Stick
Style cornice bands of omanmental vertical flushboarding circle the house

bel ow promi nent eaves, and a horizontal Stick beltcourse with continuous

fl ushboarded com ce band includes asymretric wi ndows. The house retains nany
of itstwo-over-two windows. A hip roofed enclosed porch inthe comer
between front and side bays i s of later date.

Also on Gaylord Street are tw Queen Anne cross gabled houses with nore

conpl ex plans. Both have tw story, cutaway bays beneath decorated front
gables. The Edwin W Clark House at 27 Gaylord Street (ML #281, ca. 1890) is
a two story house with highest roof ridge parallel to the street. A shingled
second story flares slightly over a belt course and first floor clapboarding.
The door, on a small porch beside the front bay, enters an east projecting
bay; turned posts w thout brackets support the porch's hip roof; a railing
with bowed profile and a frieze are constructed of cut elements. Shingled
gabl es contain replaced windows. Extensive recent renodeling has altered the
east side and back of the house: a new side deck and shed roofed additions
include new entrances, w ndows, and solar panels; however, the property
retains sufficient integrity to contribute to the district.

(continued)
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The Paul Phillips House at 33 Gaylord Street (MHC #279, ca. 1890) (Photograph
#1), i sa Queen Anne cross gabled house with highest roof ridge perpendicul ar
to thestreet; a promnent front gable over a cutaway bay and a gable headed
hip roof face thestreet; a cross gable extends eastward. Except for
decoratively cut shingles i ngables, thehouse i ssidedwith alumnum A
typical Queen Anne wi ndow framed with multiple small panes omanents t he front
gable and a beaded frieze borders theeaves. The door i slocated besidethe
front cutaway bay under a partial, front, hi proofed porch with curved margin
that extends around thesoutheast comer; turned posts support scrolled
brackets and a simple cutrailing. An ell with [ower gabled-roof extendsi n
the rear. Skylights have been added on t hewest facing roof.

Two cross gabled (Jueen Anne houses on t he east side of North Prospect Street
have broader front gables with asymmetric fenestration. The John Ostrander
House at 83 North Prospect Street (MHC #217, ca. 1880) built by contractor
John Towne, i sa two story, wood frane Queen Anne house with a prom nent front
gable on which thedoor i splaced slightly off-center and on which paired or
single windows are arranged. A wooden sunburst design decorates thegable of
a full, front, hi proofedporch with thick, tumed posts and scrolled
brackets. A pair of larger brackets frame theporch entrance; a cut railing
skirts theporch. A strip of roof above second floor wi ndows encloses the
front gable with paired windows. A projecting north cross gabled bay on the
synthetically sided house includes narrow front-facing windows. A south cross
gabl ed bay i scut away on thefirst floor, revealing a section of exterior
brick chimey.

Anot her cross gabled house with broad front gable at 38 North Prospect Street
(MHC #228, ca. 1889) first occupied by Edwin Marsh and family, i sa Shingle
Style variant of t heQueen Anne type. The two-and-one-half story house has a
clapboarded first story and a shingled second story. Shingled gables flare
along | ower margins; curving portions of thewalls, such as hoods over w ndows
or braces bel ow overhanging bays, are sheathed with shingles  Sawtooth-cut
and curvilinear rows of shingles decorate gables and edges. Decorative

mul ti-paned wi ndows and transons and a wooden fan ornanent on t hefront gable
are revivals of Colonial forms, while a stained glass w ndow, decoratively
grooved and bracket ed wooden porch posts, and a bowed cut railing are features
often found on Queen Anne houses. On thefront gable a side door beneath a
gabl e portico i sadjacent toa large windowwith multi-paned transom beneath
three upper wi ndows. Beneath overhanging cross gables area north two story,
pol ygonal bay and a south bay overhanging thefirst floor. Decorative south

(continued)
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wi ndows |ight a stairwell. O therear i sa one story gabled ell with

screened porch.

Though gabl es appended t ohipped roofs are common configurations among Queen
Anne houses el sewhere, only one represnetative of this type appears anongt he
houses i nt hepropsoed district. The Mary Robison House at 24 North Prospect
Street (MHLC #230, ca. 1880) has a hipped slate roof, ridge parallel to the
street , with attached front and south gabled bays. As on t hehouse at 17
Gaylord Street (ML #283) avertical flushboarded com ce band circles below
the eaves, and horizontal stickwork articulates clapboarded walls at the level
of window lintels andsills. This house has decorative quarter round w ndows
in flushboarded gables and brackets with bulls eyes at t hegable corners.
Upper sash have a typical Queen Anne pattem of bordering small panes. A
triangular window i na north gabled dormer has multiple small panes. Paired
lower windows i nthefront bay areunder a pent roof. Beside thefront bay
the door i slocated i na hip roofed enclosed porch with Colonial Revival
fanlight transoms. A one story ell has a hipped roof.

The only one of thedistrict's Queen Anne houses with a ganbrel roof and
tower, thecCharles F. Mrehouse House at 18 North Prospect (ML #231, 1892),
is atall two-and-one-half story wood frame clapboarded house. A polygonal
tower with threetiers of windows occupies half of thefront, protrxiding from
the front planes of a flaring side ganbrel roof. The door i slocated beside
the tower beneath a hipped partial front porch (once continuous acrossthe
front) with Doric colums and a sinple cutrailing. Other classical or

Col oni al Revival elements aremodillions and dentils on thetower and | ong
overhanging ganbrels on side elevations, dentilled front cornices, fluted
conmer pilasters, and stylized fanlight omaments i ngambrels at attic

level. Wndow crowms arenolded, and third floor windows i nthetower and i n
gambrel s have picket pattemed muntins i nupper sash. A rounded tn#o story bay
on thesouth side i spositioned beneath an overhanging gambrel next toa door
under a shed roofed porch. Rear additions include a one story bay with deck.

The last of thehouses with Queen Atne features, 77-79 North Prospect Street
(MHC #219, ca. 1890) i sa two story wood frame house designed as a duplex with
side gabled roof and symmetrical front. A hip roofedporch above two
centrally placed doors extends across thefront; a | owpitched pediment over
the porch entrances i sfilled with decorativecut shingles; turned posts and
simple two-1obed brackets support theroof. Three front dormers, two hipped
and one gabled, each contain two w ndows. Wndows i ncentral front bays are

(conitnued)
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single, flanked by paired upper and | ower wi ndows on t hesides of t hehouse.
Deep eaves and a com ce arecontinuous across gabl ed ends above two story
pol ygonal bays with hipped roofs. The house has synthetic gable shingles and
painted | ower shingles of undeterm ned composition.

Three shingled buildings inCraftsman style arelocated i nthe proposed
district: theHope Conmmunity Church on Gaylord Street and two houses on
interior lots. The door of thebeany front-gabled church (20Gaylord St., MC
#284, 1912) (Photograph #2), i slocated i na square tower on theside of the
front. Craftsman details arethenmany small lights i ntheupper sash,
clustered windows, square piers i nthetower's open belfry beneath a pyram dal
flaring roof, and small rounded rafter ends beneath thebelfry. The double,
round-topped door set i na gabled bay on t hebase of thetower i sflanked with
Doric colums. A round stained glass wi ndow and four clustered

twel ve-over-two windows i nthefront gable light thesanctuary; beneath flush
side gables i nside walls, triple windows have a central transom A brick
cellar story with door and clustered twelve-over-two wi ndows i sexposed on the
west side where thel ot slopes downhill.

The second Craftsman building i sa small one-and-one-half story shingled
bungal ow wi th side gabled roof (117Amty St., ca. 1930) first occupied by
Andrew S Thonpson. The asymmetric house has a | owsloping and flaring roof
covering a front roomwith clustered wi ndows and a door; beside the larger
block i sa small er shed roofed bay. Many of t hewi ndows on t helower floor
are casenents. A shed dorner behind a small deck cut into thefront roof
includes two wi ndows and doubl e, west, one story bays each include two west
facing wi ndows and angled single side windows. A garage wing on t heeast,
added |ater, has a | ower roof.

A third Craftsman building (96 N Prospect St.) i slocated behind the Stratton
House (94N Prospect St., ML #214). This shingled, side gabled,
one-and-a-half story building with shed dormer and front gable was built as a
sanatorium about 1930 by Dr. Mary Sanderson.

Two Col onial Revival buildings on Amty Street contrast with each otheri n
scal e and ornamentation. The cottage at 130 Amty Street (MHC #266, ca. 1830,
remodel ed 1920s) dating fromtheearly developnent of thestreet, was
extensively remdeled i n Dutch Colonial style i nthe 1920s. Originally a

G eek Revival side hall cottage, thepresent long, l|inear clapboarded house
was enlarged with a ganbrel roof and side shed dorners that span t he front

(continued)
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block and ell. Next to the side-placedfront door are two, two-over-two | ower

wi ndows and on the second floor are three clustered windows. Sone side

wi ndows have vertical nuntins i nupper sash. A small portico has Victorian
square posts with flaring nolded capitals, and a west side, |ower porch on the
ell has turned posts. Woboden exterior steps added | nrecent years to the west
side lead to an upper level door.

A large and el aborate Colonial Revival house built by the Marsh family but
sold after construction to an Amherst College fraternity, the Phi Kappa Psi
House (151 Amity St., MC #269, ca. 1895), is a two-and-a-half story alum num
sided, hip roofed house; now used as a funeral hone. The slate roofed house
faces an east sideyardand drive on an interior lot. A promnent flat roofed
portico with one-and-a-half story lonic colums and com ce with dentils and
modillions is centrally placed over an off-center door and stained glass
entrance window. Flankingtripartite, second floor and singly-spaced first
floor twelve-over-one windows are symmetricallyplaced, as are triple, hip
roofed, shingled front dormers. Roofs flare at eavelines above a dentilled
mol ded comice, and finials mark the peaks of dormers and the ridge hipped
roof. A hip roofed open porch with Doric colums spans the south side at
first floor level; a smaller north side porch has flaring square posts.
Woden stairs of recent date lead to a north side entrance.

Two apartment buildings inthe district have undergone nunerous facade changes
and remodelings. The building formerly called the Prospect House. the Perry
Hotel, and later The Drake (85 Amty St., MC #261, ca. 1850, enlarged ca.
1912), located on the corner of Amty and North Prospect Streets, isnow a
stuccoed, four story building with metal cornice; it was originally a two
story, front gabled building with a centered front door and G eek Revival
details. A later 19th century verandah with panelled posts on pedestals and
lacy spandrel brackets extended across the front and west sides; a remant of
the porch supports remains ina corner on the front facade. Tw stories and
the comi ce were added i n 1912, and a rounded west corner and mansard roof on
the present Doric-columed porch survive fromthat remodeling. The building
retains the central door, sidelights, and fanlight (now blocked) fromthe
original Geek Revival building. Third and fourth floor w ndows are
differently arranged than | ower w ndows, and sone are clustered. The building
has a long axis parallel to North Prospect Street and an ell that extends west
of the front block. The west side porch i s now enclosed. Because of the
extensive alterations to the building, i tis considered noncontributing.

(continued)
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Anot her apartment building, Griggs Apartments. is located on an interior | ot
on the south side of Amty Street (124 Amty St., ca. 1925). Formerly a
furniture store, the three story building is sidedwith alumnum and has a
stepped, parapeted false front concealing a low pitched, front gabled roof.
The comi ce of the parapet i s nolded. The building has two front doors and an
asymmetric w ndow arrangement on the north side, and several east side
entrances. Casenent wi ndows are centrally located on upper floors on the
front, flanked by single w ndows; nost windows are 6/6. The building's long
axis i snorth-south, and two story ells with additional entrances further
extend the building. Small parking lots surround the building.

Concl usi on

The layout and architecture of the Prospect-Gaylord area reflect the

devel opment of an in-town nei ghborhood through several phases, initiated in
the early 19th century. The proximty of the neighborhood to the central
business district resulted inthe conversion of many buildings for
multi-famly residences and sone for comrercial wuse inthe 20th century.

The nunber of buildings inthe Prospect-Gaylord district has remained
relatively stable. (ne house has been nmoved into the district (24-26 South
Prospect Street) and approximately a dozen houses have been taken down since
the area began developing i nthe 1820s. The nore notable among themwas the
Amher st Acadeny across fromthe Strong House on Amty Street (now a parking
lot which is outside the district); the Dr. Sellen House which was near the
corner of South Prospect and Sellen Streets; the David Parsons' house which
was on the south east corner of South Prospect and Amty Streets (parkingl ot
outside the district); the Warren S How and COct agon House of 1855 which was
on North Prospect Street and a |arge Second Enpire house on east side of South
Prospect Street. Tw small speculatively built houses on North Prospect
Street next to 32 North Prospect Street are gone; as are several small houses
on the east side of South Prospect Street which were torn down after 1940 in
the Center expansion.

Al t hough a large nunmber of properties within the district have experienced the
application of synthetic siding (asphalt, alumnum and vinyl), i nmany
instances that has been the only alteration, and therefore, many retain
sufficient integrity to be considered contributing.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

No prehistoric sites arerecorded i nthedistrict; however, three sites are

reported i nthe local area (withinone mle). |1ngeneral, thepotential for
significant prehistoric archaeological remins i slowbecause the district's
locational criteria (slope, drainage, distance towater) arenot particularly
favorable for prehistoric settlement.

A high potential exists for significant historic archaeol ogical remains within
the district. Structural remains from numerous buil dings spanning nost of the
19th and early 20th centuries arelikely conmon throughout the district. The
Seth N ns House ca. 1790 i sthe only known house i nthe district fromthe 18th
century. Structural remains fromthe residence of WVarren S. How and ca. 1855
many survive near the comer of Cowl es Lane and North Prospect Street. In
1879 this house, known as the octagon, becane the first Kindergarten i n the
area. Simlar remains nany also survive for a pair of small houses ca.
1860s-1870s no |onger extant inthelot tothenorth of 32 Prospect Street and
the 1860s Parson's House on the southeast corner of Amity and South Prospect
Street. Stmctural remains of a large 19th century mansard buil ding nay exist
between 12 and 24 South Prospect Street and fromtheJ.S. Adans House at 12
Prospect Street. A later 1805 house was built at that location. O her
potential stmctural remains within thedistrict include the Arherst Acadeny
building at the southwest comer of Amity and Pleasant Street that bunedin
1924, and a summer hone known as "Rosenary Cottage" |ocated i na bam behind
the house at 125 and 111 Anity Street which was noved by 1930. n Spring
Street a nunber of homes were rearranged i ntheearly 20th century |eaving
possible stmctural remains fromthat period. Occupational related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) may also survive with several existing 18th
through 19th century residences i nthedistrict. These features nay be nore
common and contain nore research value i ncases where ol der houses are
present, particularly i nthe Prospect, North Prospect and Amty Street |ocales.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT CF Sl GNI FI CANCE

The Prospect-Gaylord Street area represents a distinct residential

nei ghborhood that nmeets National Register criteria A and C at the local

level. The district also meets National Register criteria consideration A for
religious properties. | tissignificant for thebroad range of architectural
styles from t he Federal through the Colonial Revival and Bungal ow styles, as
wel |l as for theconsistentlyhigh quality of thebuildings. The districti s
also significant for itsassociationwith thefield of education in Amrherst
via themany educators who lived i nthedistrict and taught at t he Amrherst
Acadeny, Amherst Femal e Seminary, and Massachusetts Agricultural College or in
private schools i ntheir homes. The district's period of significance i s from
1790, thedate of theearliest house, t o 1940 when residential devel opnent
levelled of f. The houses and rel ated structures retain integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Residents of thedistrict that devel oped on Prospect and Amty Streets i n the
early 19th centuiry were active increating t hebusinesses and educational
institutions that nmade Amherst Center distinctly different from thevillages
in North, East and South Anmherst. Situated on ahilltop away from water power
and alluvial soil, theCenter with itspastoral vistas becane an outpost of
piety and intellectual endeavor, while mlls andagricultural activity
supported nodes of devel opnent i nother parts of town. The village also
became a market center during a period when there was an increasing reliance
on thepurchase and trade of ready nmade, rather than on househol d produced
goods. Street names such as Amty, Prospect and Pl easant expressedt he
conservative idealismof thecenter's business and professional |eaders.

The area that developed into theAmty-Prospect neighborhood, near the first
meei nghouse and west of thejunctionof aprimary division road and t he road

to Hadl ey, was sparsely populated with farmer-professionals at thetime of the
Revolution and Tory i nsentiment. The Amherst Acadeny (1814) was built i n the
district. The Charitable Institution or College (1821) was endowed with
profits from thesale of district lots during the 1820s. Residents who
occupied lots clustered along Amty and South Prospect Streets after the
founding of t heAcadeny, t heCollege, and early businesses were generally
artisans, wonen who boarded students, ministers, and shopkeepers. Later i n

the 19th century store owners, professors, widows, andretired mnisters, as
wel | as nunmerous private home-based schools (nost headed by wonen) occupied
buildings i na fully-devel oped neghborhood. Around thet umof the 20th

(continued)
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century, lots oninterior positions andon Gaylord Street were developed with
houses, aretail store, anda church for blackCongregationalists.

Col oni al Period (1660-1775)

Before the area that became Amherst was settled by people of English descent,
the low uplands east of the Connecticut River were open woodl ands bunmed
annual ly by native residents t ofacilitate hunting. After their mgration
from Connecticut in 1661, settlers in Hadley maintained the Qutward Gommons
(Amherst) as summer grazing land for livestock by continued burning. Periodic
native attacks from 1675through 1724 deterred settlement on the eastem | and,
though a survey anddivision of the Qutward Gonmons i n 1703 distributed
parcels of land to Hadley residents. A small proportionof the original
proprietors of the long lots, laid out inregular files along wide north-south
division roads, actually settled ontheir plots.

The western division road inthe initial survey, named Pleasant Street in the
19th century, was a 40 rod road designated a King's Highway. North of the
place where the Hadley road (Amty Street) was |later established, along
east-west | ot originally drawn by Samuel Church was |ater settled by Sol onon
Bol twood, while onthe south side of the road a |l ot drawn by Samuel Barnard
was settled by Sineon Clark.

Nehemni ah Strong noved to east Hadley (Amherst) in 1741 from Northanptonand
built a house at 67 Amty Street (NR 7/5/84, not indistrict), close tothe
intersection of the Hadl ey Road andthe western range road. Positioned near
the northem boundary of [ and allowed for the Hadl ey road, the house was
probably built about 1754 when the Court of Sessions voted to nmake the road a
King's Hi ghway, though local tradition maintains the house was built in 1744
Nehem ah's son Sineon (1736-1805) who after attending Yale became one of
Amherst's first college-educated residents, opened a law office in awest wing
(now repositionedto parallel North Prospect Street) inthe 1760s. Sineon's
sister Mary married Sol onmon Boltwood. The Strong House, was deeded to Sineon
After Nehem ah's wi fe Hannah died.

Settlement of these outlying Hadl ey |ands was dispersed from the beginning, i n
a manner quite different fromthe clustered village arrangement of the nother
town andother Connecticut Valley River towns settled inthe 17th century.

Farnms enphasizing livestock, hay andapple productionwere scatteredalong the
six mle length of the range roads on sizeable lots; with fewer acres of rich

(continued)
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bottom and, tillage was less inmportant than onriverside farms, but residents
grew I ndian com rye, peas, barley andwheat. During the pre-Revolutionary
years no distinct nodes of settlenment formed, though aninn on East Street and
mlls onthe Fort andM || Rivers hadthe potential toattract other

devel oprment. East Hadl ey residents, though diffused, denonstrated a sense of
common i dentity, or common frustration at having totravel toHadleyto
meetings. The settlement was set of f asthe Third Precinct in 1735 despite
resistance from Hadl ey, becane the Amherst district in 1759, anda tow i n
1775.

The first nmeetings of the Third Precinct in 1735 established a potential town
nucl eus when the first meetinghouse (begvm 1738) was positioned in the center
of the westem range road on Moot Hill near the "Hartllng Stake." @n the
southwest comer of the intersection of the Hadley road andwestem division
road, the Hartllng Stake, nmentioned I n nany early records, seens tohave been
a post erected by early residents todesignate a coimunity center i n
accordance with old European tradition. Built near the neetinghouse south of
the proposed district were the house of David Parsons, the m nister ordained
in 1739, anda "west M ddle School House" (finished in 1766). An innwas
built in 1757 inthe vicinity of the Hartling Stake on | and owed by David
Parsons. Amherst grew quickly after 1760as nore settlers arrived from

Hadl ey, Hatfield, andNorthanpton; Amherst had 900 residents by 1776.

After the Boston Tea Party aroused local revolutionary sentiment, it became
apparent that residents near the meetinghouse were |oyalist in persuasion.

Si meon Strong hosted neetings of Anherst Tories inhis house at 67 Amity St.,
including neighbors Josi ah Chauncey, a lawer, andphysician Seth Col enan.
Rev. David Parsons, Harvard-trained andmarried to Connecticut heiress Eunice
Wells, was also a Loyalist, andthough the town withheld his salary for sone
years during the conflict, he continued topreach. Sineon Strong, Dr.

Col eman, andJosi ah Chauncey, however, lost their positions as district
treasurer, district clerk, andJustice of the Peace, andthese nen with other
Tories were forced by the local Committee of Safety t osurrender firearms and
remain under house arrest.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

After the war divisions persisted between conservative center residents, who
had restuned active roles in tow affairs, andoutlying residents who hadbeen
nmore uniformy patriotic during the Revolution. Therift became clear when

(continued)
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David Parsons, Jr., whose sentiments were ruch |ike his father's, filled the
pul pit after the death of the elder Parsons in 1781. Qher residents
imediately formed a Second Parish and proceeded to build a church inthe
mddle of East Street near the Pelhamroad. First Parish residents, who
strongly resisted the loss of revenue and the split in the parish, countered
by rebuilding the meetinghouse on Mbot Hill (1788). The two nei ghborhoods
were called "Zion" (center) and "Sodonmi (East Street) by those partial to the
First Parish. Ennity towards |awyers and officialdom during Shays' Rebellion
further divided the parishes. Rev. David Parsons, the younger, resigned in
1819 in an unsuccessful attempt to rmend the schism

The center village continued to be a nei ghborhood of farmer-professionals in
the post war years. I n the 1790s Sineon Strong extensively renodelled his
house at 67 Amity St., reasserting his social position. Before his death in
1805, Strong conducted |egal affairs fromthe law office inhis home, served
as Anmherst's representative in the General Court and also as a justice on the
Suprene Judicial Court of Massachusetts. His sons, also |awyers, became

| eaders in town affairs, particularly Hezekiah Wight Strong, who operated the
first store inthe village center, located on the northeast corner of the main
intersection. HW Strong was influential inrallying support for the
founding of the Acadeny and Coll ege.

In 1810 a new resident, Dartnouth-trained physician Dr. Rufus Cow es, bought
thirty acres of land north and east of the Strong property from Elijah

Bol twood, keeper of the central inn and son of an early settler, Sol ormon
Boltn*ood. Cowl es married Solonon Boltwood' s widow built a house just east of
the proposed district, north of the street today called Cowl es Lane, and
operated a general store nearby on North Pleasant Street. A town noderator
and selectman, Cow es was also an active pronoter of education in Arherst and
becane one of the first trustees of the College.

Arherst remained a town of scattered farms until after the tum of the 19th
century, when growth accelerated and comercial enterprises, stores and
artisans' shops, began to cluster in several distinct village centers
throughout the town. East Street was the location of the first post office
(1807) an inn and artisan shops. Wth the Second Parish church, itwas as
important a center as the Wst Street and Hadley road intersection until
1820. At a town neelng held in the Second Parish neetinghouse, residents
decided to build a road to divert traffic away fromthe center to East
Street. The continuing rivalry of the neighborhoods, now with an econonic

(continued)
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conponent, was manifest during 1820 i n heated clashes between East Street
residents, who tried tobuild Triangle Street, and Center residents, who tried
to vindo construction as quickly as i t proceeded.

The formation of Amherst Acadeny (1814) however, and t he Collegiate Charity
Institution (1821), that became Amherst College (1825), led toa denser
concentration of residential and comrercial developnent i ntheCenter than was
found el sewhere i ntown. Anherst Acadeny a three story brick building built
in 1814 across Hadley Road from t he Strong House was one of the earliest
college preparatory schools i ntheValley, and quickly attracted nany mal e and
femal e students, half fromoutside Amherst. A charter for the institution,
dedicated to"promoting morality, piety, andreligion" with instructioni n

"l eamed" |anguages, arts, and sciences was granted i n1816. Sarah Strong,
daughter of Hezekiah Strong, was a teacher i nthe Acadeny.

The idea of founding a local college for training "indigent young nmen of

prom sing talents and hopeful piety" for themnistry grew from t he Acadeny, a
novenent again strongly supported by menbers of theFirst Parish. Noah
Webster, who had cone t o Anherst for a quiet setting while writing his
dictionary, was one of many Center residents who actively supported thedrive
to found a college. Second Parish residents opposed theCollegiate Charity
Institution, considering i ta self-servingventure of theCenter's elite. The
CGeneral Court, influenced by Amherst opposition and by Harvard College, a
universalist-unitarian institution with little synpathy for the trinitarian
evangelical point of view of local supporters of theCollege, was reluctantto
grant a charter; one was finally approved i n 1825.

During theeffort toraise a sufficient endowrent for theCollegiate Charity
Institution, land west of theAcadeny was divided into lots. The sale of real
estate on thesouth side of Hadl ey Road, obtained i n1821by theTrustees of
Amher st Acadeny for t heCharity Fund from David Parsons, Jr. andcentral

i nnkeeper Elijah Boltwood, pronpted t henew educational institutions as well
as Center devel opment. Between 1824 and 1828 t he Fund benefitted fromt he
sale of small lots west of theAcadeny t oa nunber of artisans: Jacob Edson, a
cabi net maker, David Waite, a shoenmaker, Qzro Church and Grin Russell,

cabi net makers, and George Guild, a carpenter. Jacob Edson bought a |l ot i n
1824 at 120 Amity St., that reverted totheTrustees andwas resold i n1828t o
David Waite with a shop; Waite constructed additional buildings including a
house at 106 Amity St., before reselling theproperty totwo single women i n
his family, Lucinda and Nancy Waite, i n1829. Qzro Church and Oren Russell,

(continued)
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bot h cabi net makers, shared a shop on a one acre | ot at 130 Amity St., west of
the Edson lot. Since they were owners for only one year, i tisunlikely that
they built nore than one of the small front gabled houses on the south side of
Hadl ey Road. Another cabinetnmaker, Wlliam F. Bangs, occupied their shop
during the early 1830s. The other two small buildings inthe row 140 and 146
Amity St., seem to have been built on the Church and Russell | ot during the
1830s. South of the row of lots along Hadley Road, a five acre | ot was sold
in 1828 to Leander Merrick, a tailor and draper. The | ot was bounded on the
east by a private road known as Shepherd's Lane. Dr. Wlliam Sellen, a
physician, bought a | ot east of the land next to today's Sellen Street where
he built an inposing three story house (not extant). John Leiand, acting as
Treasurer of Amherst College, sold nost of the |ots.

Laid out in 1824, Shepherd's Lane, renaned Prospect Street in the 1850s, took
its nane from Deborah Shepherd's house (ca. 1822) on the south end. The
street | ayeast of the artisans' lots sold by Leiand to benefit the College
and west of the Acadeny and a housel ot that bel onged to David Parsons, Jr.
The Parsons House, (no longer extant) called "the Mansion House" i n deeds, was
not the original parsonage (also no |onger extant), which had been |ocated on
the west range road near the nmeetinghouse, but Rev. David Parsons the younger
seens to have been living i nthe Hadl ey Road house when he died in 1823
shortly after hisretirment fromthe mnistry. Hi swife Harriet continued to
live inthe house, and hi s son Davi d Parsons, a clock and watchnmaker, sold
lots along the east side of the new street. Purchasers were Rufus Graves, an
Acadeny chemistry teacher who was one of the nost tireless supporters of the
Col I ege, Aaron Bel den, a farnmer fromWately who boarded students, and

Jonat han Eastnman, a |awyer.

Oh the north side of Hadl ey Road and west of the Strong property, Warren S
How and bought lots fromDr. Rufus Cowes in 1828. How and was a buil der who
had cone to Anherst i n 1821 from Conway and who had assisted i nthe
construction of the College's Johnson Chapel (1826). I n 1828 he built the
third meetinghouse of the First Parish, a front gabled brick G eek Revival
building on the comer of the later Northanpton Road and "the west street".
In 1828 he sold one of his Hadley Road |ots, 125 Anmity St., to Samuel Cutts
Carter, a bookbinder who came to Anherst as part of the printing firm of
Carter and Adans; the printing office was |ocated near the Center. How and
was probably the builder of the Carter House and also a few years later, of
the brick houses inthe district: the Seth N ns House, 27 S Prospect St. (ca.
1836), and the Solonon Pitkin House next door to the ca. 1833 Carter House at

(continued)
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111 Anmity St. Simeon Strong, Jr. also divided his property in 1825 selling a
| ot along Hadley Road that included arecently erected 36 x 44" building.

In 1830 after Anmherst hadgrown for two decades at nore than double the rate
of other Hanpshire County towns, the Center andit s adjacent nei ghborhoodt o
the west were well established. Wile at the tine of the Acadeny's
construcion in 1814 there had been just two stores |ocated near the Hartl | ng
Stake, standing at that tinme near the intersection, by 1833 a contiguous row
of buildings edged the north side of the Gonmon, androws of separate
bui l dings lined the east and west sides. Amherst Center was nore densely
built by that time than village clusters in other parts of Arherst; it s post
office, stores, workshops andinn served the needs of residents andthe

consi derabl e popul ation of students attracted by three educational
institutions (the Mount Pleasant Classical Institution opened north of the
Center in 1827). On the streets west of the business district, a dozen new
bui I di ngs had been erected by 1833. Mst apeared after 1828 when the greatest
nunber of lots were sold on Shepherd's Lane (S. Prospect St.) andHadl ey Road
(Amity St.). Eight of these district houses built before 1833 al |l onAnmity
Street, survive in sone form today (MHC#s 269, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268
and 111 Anity St., MHC # 260).

Earlv Industrial Period (1830-1870)

The character of central Amherst in antebellum years was shaped by the nearby
educational Institutions andtheir student population. During the 1830s t he
Acadeny, the Amherst Female Senminary (created after wonen were excluded from
Amher st Acadeny), the Classical Institute, andthe College enrollednearly
five hundred students - the largest nunber in Anherst until after the Civil
\Vdr when the student population rose again with the founding of the
Massachusetts Agricultural College (1863). About one hundred students were
boarders i n nearby neighborhoods asearly as 1827. Thelargely clerical
faculty of the College andprofessional and business famlies of Arherst
intermngled at receptions, lectures, andliterary occasions. An Antivenean
Soci ety that pronoted abstinence from al cohol, tobacco, andopium and an
Antlslavery Society were both organized anong coll ege students andfaculty in
the 1830s, andequival ent organi zations, such as the Amherst Wst Center Tot al
Abstinence Society, were supported by nany in the town. Periodic religious
revivals also crossed canpus boundari es.

(continued)
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Aside from education, Anherst Center businesses I nthe antebellumyears were
sustained by the coming of the strawhat industry, an enterprise depending on
wonen' s handi work rather than on water power. Braiding of palm |eaf had been
a home industry inthe area since the 1820s with local merchants supplying
unsplit inported |leaf and exchanging goods for braided hats. David Mack ran a
| adies hat factory north of the CGonmon on the upper floors of a building he
erected about 1840. |t replaced a building destroyedby fire in 1838 that had
housed the Amherst Female Seminary. Leonard M Hills built hat-making
factories east of the Center on Main Street. The railroad line from Pal ner,
conpleted i n 1853, term natednear his factories, and for a tinme a second
business district with a bank and hotel were |ocated near the depot. The
fourth building for the First Congregational Church, a stone Gothic structure,
was built east of the village center in 1868.

The Central business district prospered i nmd-century despite the failure of
ventures undertaken el sewhere i ntown: raising nmulberry trees and silkworns
were a short-termenthusiasm a profitable carriage-makingindustry noved to
Bel chertown and fabric and paper-making mills could not survive conpetition
from towns with nore water power and better railroad connections. But central
businesses such as the Adans brothers' printing office and bookstore, Seneca
Hol | and's paint and dry goods store, and the Marsh furniture business were
long lived, and druggists, grocers, tinand stove deal ers and photographers
endured under shifting ownerships. Civic pride pronpted Arherst Center
residents to form the Arherst Omanental Tree Association in 1857 to plant
trees and beautify the Cormon and wal kways. Mps after 1860 show a clearly
denarked green circled with trees.

In the neighborhood west of the business district inthis period, residents
were occupationally linked to center businesses and to nearby educational
institutions. Famlies of professors and businessmen as well as a notable
nunber of househol ds headed by single wonen |ived in the houses built inthe
early 1830s. After the first burst of development in the 1830s, few houses
were built in the neighborhood until after the Civil War. After the war

anot her surge of growth occurred along the newy devel oped North Prospect
Street and on South Prospect, where new houses belonged to famlies of Center
storekeepers and business people. Anity and Prospect Streets were known by
the nanmes famliar today by the 1850s though the nane "H gh Street" appears on
sone deeds for Prospect Street inthe 1860s.

(continued)
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Busi ness families andm nisters were numerous i n the antebellum neighborhood.
O alot sold by W S How and on the north side of Hadley Road (Amity Street)
was the house of Solonon Pitkin (111 Amity St.) a general storekeeper and
president of Anherst's first bank, the Sunderland Bank. | n the 1840s Prof.
Aaron Varner bought the Pitkin House, succeeded by classics Prof. Edward P.
Crowell inthe late 1850s. Howl and hadsold al ot next tothe Strong Houseto
G deon Delano, a lawyer, in 1832. Two residents of undeternm ned occupation
succeeded Delano before Myrick. N Spear, a bookseller andstationer, came i n
1859. Spear hadearlier bought a small house at 146-148 Anity St., which he
purchased from Al bl n P. Howe, proprietor of the Anherst House hotel.

Seth N ns, a harness naker and saddl er who had a shop on Phoenix Row north of
the Common, and who | ater was Postmaster and a founder of the Anmherst Savings
Bank, lived on Shepherds's Lane (S. Prospect St.) after 1836. N ns appearsto
be the first owner of the brick house at 27 S. Prospect St., becauset he

former owner of his | ot, Leander Merrick, tailor anddraper, lived onAmty
Street east of the Strong House. Rev. BenjfininF. Clarke lived for a few
years next toNns in ahouse at 19 S. Prospect St., built about 1840 by
Joseph Colton; Harriet Mack, David Mack's widow lived In the house after 1854.

A remarkabl e nunber of single wonen lived in the neighborhood by 1860. At
that time si x houses on the south side of Amity Street west of South Prospect
Street were all occupi ed by wonen as heads of househol ds, and ot her houses
headed by wonen were |ocated on the north side of Anity and on South Prospect
Street. A nunber of the wornen were wi dows, and several supported thenselves
and their ffimlies by keeping student boarders or by doing needlework. A
nunber of the children of widows in the neighborhood attended Amherst Acadeny
and the Col |l ege. Tenpe Seabury Linnell was a w dow who noved t o Arherst from
Orleans in 1839 with six children after her mariner husband died. She bought
a | ot fromRobert Cutler and built a house in 1840 at 155Anity St., where she
supported herself by boarding students; eleven lived with her in 1850. A
nenber of her household was also |isted as a braider of straw hats i nan
accoint with alocal nmerchant. The Strong House was a student boarding house
in the early 1830s rxmby Ms. Sarah Ferry; Henry Ward Beecher lived there
when a freshman at Amherst College. After 1853 the house was purchased by
Ms. Sarah Emerson, arelative of the Strongs, who ran a school for wonen.
Harriet Mack, at 19 S. Prospect Street, was a daughter of Rev. David Parsons
and had been married t oRev. Royal WAshbum mnister of the First Church in
the late 1820s andearly 1830s, before she married David Mack. She kept
students and gave needl ework |essons toarea girls.

(continued)
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Ms. Elizabeth Hannumlived in one of the six houses on the south side of
Amity Street that by 1860 were al | owned and lived inby women. A w dow of
Gamabi el Hannum she bought the comer | ot on South Prospect and Amty Streets
from Lucinda and Nancy Waite in 1857, and built a house during 1858 at 96
Amity St. The Waite sisters, one a widow, were still inresidence next door
at 106 Amity St., probably built by carpenters Russell and Church, and
conveyed to Ferry by her relative Solonon Eastman, a farmer active in the
First Parish, in 1836. Her daughter Sarah lived with her, attended Anmherst
Acadeny, remained single and won prizes for her needl ework; she inherited the
house. Ann Ferry boarded students and owned two of the other small houses at
130 and 140 Amity St., also sold to her by her Eastman relatives. She sold
them to Hannah Merrick and Julia Cadwell in 1858. Hannah Merrick, w dow of
Leander Merrick, tailor, noved from a house on Amity Street east of the Strong
House. Her husband had been bankrupt and their personal property had been
sold at auction after his death. Merrick's eight children included one who
was Cripped and required rmuch care. Nearly all attended Amherst Acadeny in
spite of difficult circumstances. Hannah's daughter Catharine, who never
married, and her crippled son lived with her for many years while she boarded
students. Julia Cadwell, a dressmaker who lived in the next house at 140
Amty St., was singleuntil late inher life. A widownaned Smith at 146-148
Amty St., sold to Julia Harrington, who sold to a teacher Eliza Hanks.

Vénen were not only an inmportant presence in the Amty-Prospect neighborhood
as heads of households, as students they also attended the Acadeny and several
hone- based schools inthe district during this period. After Anmherst Acadeny
decided not to admt wonen students in 1824, it senrollment dropped sharply,
since male and female students had attended in equal numbers. Wthin three
years the Amherst Fermale Seminary in David Mack's building had nearly two
hundred students, some from as far away as Georgia and M chigan. After the
school was destroyed by fire in 1839, administrators of the Acadeny were
persuaded to readmt wonen, whose nunbers again matched those of male
students. The developing public school systemled to a decline in the
Adaceny's students and in 1868 the Acadeny closed, |eaving an endowrent for
classical studies in the Amherst high school, and the new brick Amity Street
QG ammar School (1868) took itsplace. Wthin the Prospect-Gaylord

nei ghborhood, however, private hone schools for wormen offered alternatives.
The M sses Enerson ran a school for girls inthe Strong House, at 67 Amty St.
in the 1850s, after Sarah Ferry had left to be a matron at Dana Hall in
Wellesley, an Institution foxinded by tw of her Amherst nieces. In

(continued)



United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet prospect Caylord Historic District
Amherst (Hampshire County)
e L ft 11 Massachusetts

Section number Page

| 860, a young |ladies' institute was conducted by Rev. Ceorge Cooke Inthe
house on the east side of South Prospect Street earlier built by Dr. WIliam
F. Sellon (not extant). Mss Brewster ran a school i n the Acadeny building in
1856 before the building became a parish house during the construction of
Grace Episcopal Church, and an office for President French of the
Massachusetts Agricultural College during that intltution's first years.

North Prospect Street began to be devel oped during the 1850s al t hough the
street was Indicated on an 1833 map. G deon Del ano bought a | ot on Amity
Street west of the Strong House fromW Illiam S. Howl and i n the 1830s, and
together with his |aw partner Enos Baker, who bought nuch of Dr. Rufus Cow es'
farm laid out the street. N houses appear on North Prospect on an 1854

mp. The first house appears to have been Warren S. How and's octagon (not
extant) hi s own residence, built in 1855 on the southeast comer of Cow es
Lane (then called Maple Street) and North Prospect Street. The Hanpshire
Express noted i nJune 1858 that Enos D WIllianms was building tw houses to
rent on "the new street lately opened to the public by M. Hallock....

presenting the finest views our town affords." The 1860 nap shows two houses
near the intersection of Cowles Lane and North Prospect occupiedby J. L.
Lovell, a photographer, and D Lord, a carriage trimmer. These houses appear

to be 58 and 44 North Prospect Street. Leavitt Hallock, who bought the

remai nder of Rufus Cow es' farm from Enos Baker, had cone to Anherst from
Plainfield to educate hi s tw sons. Living inthe former Cow es farnhouse on
Cowl es Lane, he was responsible for devel oping North Prospect Street, Hallock
Street, and McClellan Street. H becane an active nenber of the First Parish,
and i nthe course of nuch dealing inreal estate between 1854 and 1886 gave
land to Anherst College and to missionary organizations. Houses stood on nany
of the lots Hallock sold on North Prospect by 1873; at that time all the west
side lots from 32 North Prospect to the north end of the street were filled,
as well as two lots on the east side north of Cowles Lane, lots sold by Levi
D Cowes. Rxmming from the north end of North Prospect Street to Pleasant
Street, Hallock Street was devel oped at the sane tine.

Fam | ies of Anmherst Center entrepreneurs occupied these North Prospect Street
houses built inthe late 1860s and early 1870s. J. L. Lovett, a photographer
who took over the earlier Shummay business, and who had lived i n one of the
houses on the street built by Enos Wlliams, built the fashionable French
Second Enpire house at 32 North Prospect and a pair of small houses inthe
next | ot to the north (not extant). Lovett was i nbusiness in Phoenix Row for

(continued)
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47 years and was the source of many surviving 19th century photographs of
Amherst. Menbers of the March family, chair and cabinetmkers, furniture

deal ers, and undertakers on Phoenix Fow lived in tw houses on the street in
1873, at 85 Amity St., (the comer of N Prospect), and at 44 N Prospect St.
C Deuel, a druggist, lived at 52 North Prospect. Seneca and Henry Holland, a
father and son who sold paints, hardware, and |ater, groceries on Phoenix Rw
built the Italianate house at 74 North Prospect. Thomas Young and J. Young,

brothers wo sold fum ture, lived in tw houses on the north end of the
street (82 N Prospect St. and 63 N Prospect St.). Barrett, the proprietor
of a restaurant and billiards roomin the Arherst House |lived at 90 North

Prospect Street and shoe dealer R W Strattonlived first at 57 and then at
94 North Prospect Street.

Besi des merchants, other known occupants of these North Prospect Street houses
were J. B Vérd, a retired farmer at 62 N Prospect St., and tw wonen: Ms.
Martha Swift, a widow, lived on the north comer of Cow es Lane at 57 N
Prospect St., and Ms. WIllianms, perhaps a relative of Enos Wlliams who built
the house, lived at 58 North Prospect.

After 1860 new houses were also built on South Prospect Street. In this area
David Parsons who was a machinist by trade occupied the house on the southeast
corner of Amity and South Prospect Street (not extant) that had long been in
the Parsons family; he was probably by this date the third generation
descended from Amherst's first mnister. In 1860 John S. Adans, a printer,
bookseller and railroad pronoter, built a house (not extant) on South Prospect
Street next to David Parsons' house. Salnon White Dickinson, a cabinetnaker
and farnmer, built the Greek Revival house at 11 South Prospect on a | ot
purchased in 1860. The house was conservative in design for the 1860s, a tine
when front colums were renoved fromthe First Church and a stone Gothic
church was built to replace it.

Four houses on the west side of South Prospect south of Seth N ns' property
were owned by shopkeepers, workers, w dows and business people between 1860
and 1873. Three of the four were built during those years; the house where
Ms. Harrington lived in 1873 (43 S Prospect St.) appears to have been there
by the 1850s, when owned by Ms. Lucy Capp. Sunmanes on the south end of the
street suggest famlies of Irish and French Canadian descent lived in the
houses built during the 1860s. MClellan Street, a street devel oped by
Leavitt Hallock north of North Prospect Street, was built with the hones of

| aborers and skilled workers of Irish descent during this same period. A

(continued)



United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet prospect Caylord Historic District
Amherst (Hampshire County)
i ft 13 Massachusetts

Section number " Page

wi dow, Sophia P. Mrse, lived south of Nns in 1873 at 37 S. Prospect St.
CGeorge B. Gallond, afish dealer onthe comer of Amity and Pleasant Streets,
lived at 47-49 South Prospect Street with alarge famly that by 1879 included
a clerk, cutter and deputy sheriff. Insurance agent E. G Field appearsto
have lived beyond the Gallonds at 85 S. Prospect St., andthe famly of

M chael Garvey, a laborer, inafifth house (outside of district).

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

In the late 19th century central Amherst was the commercial and civic focus of
a town enlarged with a second najor college and with athriving hat industry
located in large four story factory conplexes east of the Center. New rail
lines (1887), trolleys (1900), and eventual |y automobiles nore closely |inked
the town t othe surrounding region. Aseries of devastating fires wacked the
rows of commercial buildings along the Gomon during these years. After an
especially destructive fire onMerchants' Rowin 1879, contiguous masonry

bl ocks were built toreplace west side buildings. After afire leveled the
Pal ner bl ock onthe east side, the town erected a newbrick andstone Town
Hal | (1889).

The village Inprovenment Association, successor tothe Anherst Qmanental Tree
Association, continued t ooversee town appearances; influenced by the O nmsted
plan for the Gonmon, the group urged townspeople t orenove picket fencesand
plant ornanmentals. Grass on the Gonmon was tended andshaded by el ns, and
tall elms also grew along Amity Street. Sidewal ks, first constructed along
the business rows in 1876 extended to Amity Street during the 1880s. Street
paving began in 1901. In response tofires, energency water tanks were
situated around town, with twoonAmity Street in 1874. A nore dependabl e
supply was punped from Pel ham after 1879 by the Arherst Water Conpany. Sone
nei ghbor hoods used private ftands t oconstruct sewers during the 1880s,
including Amty and North Prospect Streets. The Amherst Gas (o. brought gas
lines to many parts of town in 1877 andin the early 1890s added electricity
transmtted froma plant |ocated on Gaylord Street.

Qutside of the village center, farmng continued toplay a domnant rolei n
the town's econony. Encouraged by local expertise at the Agricultural College
and the Experiment Station, farmers specialized in dairying, poultry raising,
and potato growing andl arge apple orchards were planted i n South Anherst.
After the trolley connected Amherst with other Valley towns, adaily mlk car
took dairy products toHolyoke. Produce of local farnms also supplied the

(continued)
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tabl es of nunerous Amherst boarding houses. Besides students, many of the six
hundred workers enployed at the hat factories were boarders in local homes.

Househol ds in the Amity Prospect neighborhood during these years were also

enl arged by boarders wo were not nenbers of inmediate famlies. Extended
fam |y menbers, servants, and others wio nmay have been workers in the famly
busi ness, single wonen or students, occupied beds and places at the dinner
table. MNone of ten households studied in the Arherst directories on the north
end of Prospect Street In 1870 consisted of a nuclear famly alone, and seven
people was a mninumsize. For exanple at the Holland House at 74 N Prospect
St., lived three generations of the famly including tw grown sons, one with
his own famly, as well as a servant and a Holland store enployee. John B
Vérd, retired from farmng, boarded a teacher, a |aborer, and a widowwith her
daughters at his 62 N Prospect St. hone. Martha Swift, a widow who [lived
with her childrenat 57 North Prospect Street kept an Irish servant and
boarded a teacher. The Deuels kept a black fourteen-year-old servant from
South Carolina, at their 52 N Prospect St. hone.

Fromthe late 1880s through 1910 new Queen Anne houses were constructed onal |
the remaining enpty lots along North Prospect Street. Three of these houses
were on the east side, south of Hallock Street. Seventy-one N Prospect St.,
the fourth house in this vicinity with an Italianate plan, appears to have
been built earlier; this house too assuned a Queen Anne appearance with the
addition of a verandah with a polygonal comer after 1902. The adjacent
duplex (77 N Prospect St.) a rare type in the neighborhood, appeared by 1900;
early residents were Thomas Smith, a clerk at the Grange store in Arherst
Center, and w dow Martha Hawl ey. John Towne, a local contractor, built the
house at 83 North Prospect about 1902; Massachusetts Agricultural College
Professor John C Ostrander and fam|ly later lived there. MA C Professor
George C Martin was the first occupant of 89 North Prospect St., built before
1910. The mansard cottage at 63 North Prospect received a full front Queen
Anne style verandah after 1902.

Three nore el aborate Queen Anne houses were built on the west side of North
Prospect Street near the Lovell House (32 N Prospect St.) in the late 1880s
and early 1890s. The earliest of these, 24 N Prospect St., with Stick Style
features was built by 1886 and occupied by Ms. MNary Robison, a widow In
1910 Curry Hicks, an instmctor at Anmherst College, and later director of
athletics at MAC lived there. Charles Frederick Mrehouse, a partner in
the Carpenter and Mrehouse press and editor of Thp Anherst Record, noved to

(continued)
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his new house at 18 North Prospect i n1892. Mrehouse, who spent hi s

childhood i n Darien, Connecticut, co-authored a thick voltimewith Carpenter, A
History of Amherst (1896). The Shingle Style house at 38 North Prospect

Street was built about 1895 by Edwi n Marsh, a nenber of thefamly long i n the
fumi ture and undertaking business; later Marsh becanme president of the
Amher st Gas Conpany and was connected with mercerizing and | eather goods
compani es.

Gayl ord Street's Queen Anne houses were also built during these years. Flavel
Gaylord, a farmer with a hone i nMi |l Valley whose varied business interests
included ice dealing, saw and grist milling, andreal estate, purchased 2-3/4
acres of thesurrounding land i n1882 fromHarriet S Hunt, since 1879 a
resident i ntheN ns House. The street was laid out as a private way byt he
m d-1880s, visible on an 1886 birds' eye view of Armherst with a north side
house (17 Gaylord St.). Flavel Gaylord was on t heboard of t heAnherst Gas
Go., and i tsfirst electric plant, operatingabout 1890, was |ocated on t he
street at 24 Gaylord St. By 1892 a new plant was located on College Street,
and t heGaylord Street building became a duplex. Gaylord Street appeared on a
directory street list i n1895; Arherst accepted i tas a town way i n 1906.

Early residents of Gaylord Street were enployed i na range of different
occupations that includedcollege teaching and craftwork. Anthony B Cul ver,
a baker on Phoeni x Row bought thehouse and | ot at 17 Gaylord Street from
Flavel Gaylord i n1890. Living with hi mwere Hattie, a hat trimmer, Lillian,
a nurse, and M nnie, a seamstress. Cul ver may have been theonly resident on
the street toown his house until after 1900, though four other houses were
built by that date as rental properties. Ms. Mary Miller, a w dow who had
lived inM Il Valley, was living on thestreet by 1895, renting 28 Gaylord

Street. 1 n1900, Carl O son and his wife, both immgrants from Saeden, and
coal dealer Thomas Dillon and fam |y were renting t heduplex next door at 24
Gaylord St. I n21900 Paul Phillips, a physical culture instructor at Amherst

Col | ege who introduced games into a curriculumof calisthenics, rentedthe
house at 33 Gaylord Street. Edwin W Clark, a retired farmer who had been a
nei ghbor of theGaylords inMll Valley, lived at 27 Gaylord Street.

After Flavel's death i n1901, Fidelia Gaylord sold therental houses on the
street. Al |l thehouses, except one built after 1940, 15 Gaylord St .
(noncontributing), had been built by 1900. By 1910, residentsi nthenorth
side houses besides Anthony Culver, still i nresidence, were Wlliam MCee, a
blacksmth at 33 Gaylord St., and merchant tailor Joseph Canpion at 27 Gaylord

(continued)



United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Prospect Caylord Historic District
Amherst (Hampshire County)

N fot A 16 Massachusetts

Section number Page

St. Fidelia Gaylord noved to 27 Gaylord Street after 1911. Alvah Eldridge, a
farmer, bought the house at 24 Gaylord Street about 1905, Ms. Powell, a
dressmaker, and Ceorge Cooley, a janitor at Amherst College shared the house.
Assessors' records indicate Eldridge owned tw horses, a cow and a barn in
1910. Annie Dillon, wife of Thomas, bought 28 Gaylord Street.

Plans were in existence by 1910 for Hope Church, a building that was
subsequently erected on a | ot on Gaylord Street bought from nei ghbor Henry
Paige in 1907. About 1906 the bl ack congregation of Anherst, who had been
organi zed as a m ssion church of the College since 1869, neeting in a separate
Zion Chapel behind College Hall on VWodsi de Avenue, split into tw groups.

Qe group that wanted to be free of white involvenent in the church joined the
African Methodist Episcopal conference and laid the comerstone for a new Zion
chapel on Wodsi de Avenue in 1910. A second group that decided to retain ties
wi th Congregationalism the denom nation of white residents wo had organized
m xed Sunday school classes in the 1860s, and who had supplied organists and
mnisters to the congregation in subsequent vyears, forned Hope Congregational
Church.  Booker T. Washington cane to Amherst to raise noney for the Hope
Church buil ding fund, and Mary MlLeod Bet hune was present at the dedication of
1912.

The quality of life in Arherst valued by many residents in the late 19th
century, the sense of itsheing a quiet set-apart place of pastoral beauty
undi sturbed by the crass concerns of the outside world, attracted retired
mnisters to the town and continued to nmake it a setting considered
appropriate for private schools. "The location of Amherst is peculiarly
suited to the retirement necessary to study," stated an early directory. A
nunber of the thirty-four mnistersliving in Arherst in 1879 lived in the
Prospect - Gayl ord nei ghborhood west of the center, and sone of their wives ran
schools. O a dozen mnisters known to have lived in the district during this
period, tw were active in local churches; Rev. Donald MFayden of Gace

Epi scopal Church, living at 44 North Prospect in 1910, and Rev. Frederick M
Wiite of the Baptist Church at 12 South Prospect Street, a house erected about
1885 on the site of the former J. S Adans House. Since clerical faculty at
Amherst Col Il ege had |argely disappeared by late in the period, it nay be
assuned that nost of the m nisterswere retired.

The nei ghborhood tradition of schools |ed by wonen strengthened during this
period. O schools ledby mnisters' wves and daughters, the Herrick School
for Nervous and Delicate Children, later called The Hbone School for Backward

(continued)
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Children and Youths gave education and care to childrenwith special needs.
Located in a |arge mansard buil di ng between 12 and 24 South Prospect Street
(not extant), the school was founded by the wife of Rev. Wlliam D Herrick
and was |ater headed by her daughter Frances J. Herrick; it operated between

1881 and 1922. In a large front gabled G eek Revival house on the comer of
Amity and North Prospect Streets (85 Amity St.) the wife of Rev. Robert G
Wlliams ran the Select Famly School for Young Ladies during the 1880s. In

Rev. Ceorge Lyman's house at 57 N Prospect St., Ms. EHmma Onen Buffam in 1883
conducted a preparatory school for yoxing wonen that |ater nmoved to Lessey
Street. Rev. Lynan had retired to North Prospect Street froma mnistryin
Sout h Amher st .

The Howl and sisters Clara, Fannie and Kate were teachers who conducted a
school for children, many from faculty famlies, in the Cctagon on the corner
of Cowl es Lane and North Prospect Street (not extant). A kindergarten, the
town's first, was opened in the Cctagon in 1879 by Mss E. M Minsell; she

| ater conducted the kindergarten on Amity Street, perhaps in 125 Amty Street
a house purchased by Amanda D Minsell in 1889. M ss Laura Enerson taught
music in the Strong House.

Many wonen continued to omn homes in the Prospect-Gaylord nei ghborhood. The
houses on the south side of Amty Street were occupied by wonen, and the N ns
and Di ckinson Houses (27 and 11 S Prospect St.) passed to single daughters.
Several w dows occupi ed houses south of Gaylord on South Prospect and houses
on North Prospect during this period. Elizabeth Hannum shared her house on
the corner of Amty and South Prospect Street (24 N Prospect St.) with a
nunber of different wonen including Ms. Mary A Robison before she built her
o house on at 24 North Prospect Street. The w dow of Charles Deuel bought
the David Parsons House (comer of Amty and S Prospect St., not extant) in
1883.

Ehiring the 1890s nost Anherst College fratemities noved fromprivate
residences into el aborate new chapter houses, sone of which were locatedin
the Prospect-Gaylord neighborhood. Alpha Delta Phi, the college's ol dest
Geek letter fraternity founded in 1832, built a house facing South Pl easant
Street north of Sellen Street in 1894. The old Sellen House that still stood
on South Prospect Street behind the new building had been purchased by the
fratemty in 1874, Tao nore large fratem ties were built in 1896 south of
Sellen Street. A large Col onial Revival house built on an interior | ot at 151
Amty St. by Edward B. Marsh in 1895 was purchased within a year by Phi Kappa
Psi .

(continued)
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Aside fromthe craft shops that existed in the early 19th century, buildings
in the nei ghborhood west of the Center hadlong been used as residences and
schools rather than as places of comrercial activity. [In the 1890s, however,
a livery stable was established in a bambehind a house (not extant) northof
the Strong House and after 1900 the house at 85 Amty St., onthe comer of
Amty and North Prospect Street, was converted into a hotel, the Prospect
House. In 1900 the building was a boarding house nin by the wife of Egbert E.
Perry, a glove manufacturer andtrucker. By 1909 the twostory, gable front
buil ding then underwent major renodeling, assumng the four story height and
horizontal com ce of the present building andthe nanme Hotel Perry.

The visible industrial conplex east of Arherst Center, the grow ng nunber of
immgrant famlies, the noise of trains andtrolleys, andthe presence of
conpeting values (Catholic and Unitarian churches were established during this
period), fed anostalgia for the past felt by a nunber of Anmherst's
established residents. During the 1890s when the Carpenter and Mrehouse
press published itshistory of Anherst, the Historical Society and DAR were
organi zed.

Earlv Modem Period (1915-1940)

Wth the collapse of the hat industry during the Depression, Amherst and its
central business district came torely nmore heavily onlocal educational
institutions for support. TheMassachusetts Agricultural College becane the
Massachusetts State College in 1929, andthe institution expanded rapidly
between 1930 and 1935, conpensating for |osses in other parts of the town
econony. Civic andconmerclal activities remained focussed in the village
center, but a secondary business strip began t odevel op along Route 9 on
Coll ege Street.

In the Center andadjacent tothe Prospect-Gaylord nei ghborhood a nunber of
large institutional buildings appeared in the 1920s. Saint Brigid s Ronan
Catholic Church was built onthe comer of Cowles Lane and North Pleasant
Street in 1924, replacing a wood frame church north of the Center that had
served local Catholics since 1871. TheJones Library, a large fieldstone

Col oni al Revival structure conpleted in 1928 took the place of several wood
frame buildings east of the Strong House. Thelibrary had been |ocated
earlier onthe southwest comer of Amity andPleasant Streets in the Amrherst
House conplex that bumed in 1924, Thenewlibrary was designed by All en Cox,
a Boston architect who was al so responsible for the plans of the Lord Jeffrey

(continued)
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Inn built on the Cormon in 1926 and a nunber of Amherst College fratemity
houses built during the period.

The Hotel Perry, 85 Amity St., benefitted fromthe closing of the Amherst
House in 1917, an event unrelated to the fire. Qe other [odging house on
North Pl easant Street conpeted with the Perry before the Lord Jeff appeared.
Wlliam and Ann Richters, earlier owiers of a New York Times Square hotel,
bought the Perry in 1938, renaming it Drake's Hotel.

The street railway that had connected Anherst to other Valley towns stopped
running during the Depression, and was replaced by bus routes. Throughout the
period, autonobiles becarme nore nunerous. Another commercial buildinginthe
nei ghbor hood, an autonobile garage, was built by Henry E Paige behind his
house at 49 S Prospect St., about 1920. The Anherst Garage Conpany serviced,
stored, and fueled cars in that location until after 1940.

By 1915 the buildings that currently stand on Prospect, Gaylord, and Amity
Streets were nearly all inplace, and the only new constructionin the next
decades was done, as at the Paige Place, on interior lots. Between 1916 and
1930, however, a |arge mansard-roofed buildingws noved to 24-26 S. Prospect
Street from an unknown previous location. During the constructionof the Lord
Jeff a nunber of sizeable houses were rearranged on Spring Street by Ceorge B
Churchill; itislikely he noved this house to South Prospect Street as well.

O the south side of Amity Street George W Griggs opened a furniture and
storage business in a bam behind the house where his fam |y had been living
at 120 Amty St. A photograph taken sonetime before 1930 shows that the front
gabled bam was omanented with the sane striking fanned and angled clapboards
as the house. Wien the decorative siding was applied has not yet been
determined. A photograph of a larger new rear fumture storewth a
parapeted front, inplace by 1930 at 124 S. Amity St. shows that the buil ding
sported a neon Frlgidaire sign on itsroof, a dentilled comce, and a first
floor display wndow The Giggs famly sold fumture there until after
1940, but sone nenbers, Hram D, a custodian, and Mary E., a dressmaker,
noved their residence to Gaylord Street by 1916.

Lincol n Banmes, a photographer with a shop on Main Street and a summer house,
"Rosemary Cottage" in a bam behind houses at 125 and 111 Amity Street
recorded not only the Griggs business during the 1920s and 1930s, but the
appearance of the nei ghborhood. Mature elns with broad trunks shaded Amity

(continued)



m. igion>

United Statee Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet prospect Caylord Historic District
Amherst (Hampshire County)

. . R A 20 Massachusetts

Section number ° Page

Street, growing infront yards wi der than today's al ong an unpaved street. By
the rustic bam where Banes and hi swife spent tine i nthe sunmer grew a
large perennial flower and herb garden, reached by a drive they called "Amty
Lane". 125 Amity Street at that tine had a larger central chimey. The Perry
Hotel 85 Amity St., in 1931 had rounded comers on its verandah and an
interior rich with decorative woodwork. The house that had bel onged to

Eli zabeth Hannumat 96 Amty St., becane an American Legi on Post i n 1924;
Banes' photographs of it show architectural features that do not survive
today such as a panelled front pedinent, Geek Revival sidelights, and

el ongated | ower front w ndows.

By 1930 "Rosenmary Cottage" had been renoved, and a new bungal ow at 117 Anity
St., had been built on a | ot behind 125 Amity Street. Living inthe front
house at that date was Ms. Esther E. Thonpson, a w dow, possibly related to
the occupants of the bungal ow, Andrew S. Thonpson, a sal esman, and hiswife
Ida. Rev. Hervey C Parke bought the front house from Ms. Thonpson shortly
thereafter; his daughter Priscilla C Parke lives there today. Next door in
111 Amity Street Annie L. Crowell, daughter of an Amherst College classics
professor who had lived i nthe house, conducted a private school. The school,
probably a kindergarten, was the only private school listed i n Anherst
directories inthe 1920s and 1930s. Across Amty Street at about this tine,
the house at 130 Amity one of the small Geek Revival houses built about 1830,
underwent Dutch Col onial renodelling; a ganbrel roof with long side shed
dornmers replaced the earlier gable roof.

O the north end of North Prospect Street Dr. Mary Sanderson i n 1930 ran a
sanatorium ina building constructed behind her house (94 N Prospect St.).
Mary Sanderson had been raised i n South Anherst and had attendedthe
University of M chigan medical school, graduating in 1893; between 1916 and
1923 before conming to the center of Amherst, she had also conducted a
sanatorium called "Rangeview' inher famly farnhouse on South East Street.

Robert Francis lived at 65 North Prospect Street during 1933 and |ater wote a
novel, V& Fly Anay (1948) about hi s surroundings. Descriptions of hiselderly
| andl ady and fellow roomers are evidence that the extended household often run
by wonen, still existed on the street. Many residents besides nuclear
fam|lies continue to appear indirectory lists during these years, though
fewer toward the end of the period than at the beginning. About tenw dows
lived inthe nei ghborhood throughout the period, nmost numerous on North
Prospect Street; a niunber of retired nen with famlies also occupied district
houses.

(continued)
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A smal | er percentage of district heads of househol ds were entrepreneurs during
this period than in previous years, as the nost fashionable streets had noved
westward wi th devel opnment on Lincoln and Sunset. However, people such as
Charl es Morehouse, publisher (18 N Prospect St.), A J. Hastings, newsdealer
and stationer (32 N Prospect St.), Albert Douglass, undertaker and furniture
deal er (house not extant) and John E Ostrander, professor at MAC (83 N
Prospect St.) lived on North Prospect in 1930, the part of the district that
continued to be the nmost attractive to upper middle class famlies.

South Prospect Street continued to be home to nany residentswith Irish and
French Canadi an sumanes. Two boarding houses, one cateringto students, were
located on South Prospect in 1919. Residents on both South Prospect and
Gaylord Streets during the period were craftspeople, enpl oyees, |aborers,
clerks, workers in the Anrherst Garage and retired people.

Since 1940

Continuing pressure on the Prospect-Gaylord nei ghborhood fromthe business
district resulted in the removal of a nunber of houses along the east side of
Prospect Street, replaced by parking lots. Dentists' offices at 146-148 Anity
St., and a funeral hone at 151 Amity St. have appeared in the district since
1940. Commercial intmsions, however, have been resisted by vocal, local
residents and zoning restrictions. Apartnents have replaced the Giggs
furniture business, though an insurance office was located for a time in the
former Giggs House at 120 Amity St. The Anherst Garage behind 49 S Prospect
St., isno longer operating, and the Drake Hotel/Perry Hotel has recently been
converted into apartments. Many bui | di ngs have been renodel ed and divided to
neet a denand for student apartnents as the Universityof Massachusetts'
student and town popul ati on have both expanded.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Hi storic archaeol ogical resources previously described have the potential to
provide detailed information on how a 19th and 20th century nei ghborhood
devel oped froma comunity of sparsely populated farmer-professionals at the
time of the Revolution to a community of residents associatedwith the area's
educational institutions, businesses, widows and retired mnisters.

Structural remains within the district can help document the |ocations of
bui I dings no longer extant, particularly those for which docunentationis
lacking. Structural remains from outbuildings (barns, carriage houses, sheds)

(continued)
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can also be inmportant by providing a nore conprehensive picture of Individual
househol ds. Theanalysis of bams, carriage houses and family owned
transportation remains can provide information onthe social status of
inhabitants and the level of transportation technology availablet o
individuals or famlies. Evidence may be present to help better understand
the changeover from horse drawn to automobile transportation. Occupational
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may represent the nost coi rmon
and nost research value of al | archaeological survivals in the district.
These features can provide detailed information onthe inhabitants of specific
homes. Inhabitants can include Individual famlies or other social and ethnic
groups. In the Prospect-Gaylord district analyses of occupational related
features associated with these groups can provide valuable information
relating to artisans, boards of students, students within anacadem c setting
and well as hone based schools and the French Canadi an commxinity. French
Canadi an surmanes are common | n the South Prospect Street area during the
earlier 20th century.

(end)

9. MR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES
PR MARY SOLRES

United States Cecsus Bureau, Federal Census Schedules for Amherst, 1790,
1840- 1910

Amherst Town Directories. 1869, 1873, 1879, 1895 1905.

Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Northanpton, Massachusetts, deeds
1787- present.

MNPS

1833. Map of Anmherst, Alonzo Gray and Charles B Adans, Anherst College, May,
1833, Boston.

1854, Map of Hanpshire County, M\, Philadelphia, 1854
1873. Coxnty Atlas of Hanpshire, Ma., NewYork, Beers, 1873.
Phot ographs in the Jones Library Special Collection, Boltwood Room Anherst.

(continued)
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Carpenter, Edward W and Charles Mrehouse. The History of t he Town of
Amherst. Amherst, 1896.

Norton, Paul. Amherst: A Guide toitsArchitecture. Amherst, 1975.
Rand, Frank P. Amherst, A Landmark of Light. Amherst, 1955.

The Village of Amherst. Anmherst, 1958

10. CGECERAPH CAL DATA

UM Ref erences (cont.):

zone  easting northing
5) 18 704000 4694450
6) 18 704060 4694130
7) 18 704020 4694120
8) 18 704030 4693960
9) 18 704000 4693950
10) 18 703980 4694060
11) 18 703900 4694060
12) 18 703820 4694660

Verbal Boundary Description:

See attached Amherst Assessors Maps || Cand 14A

Boundary Justification:

The Prospect-Gayloi'd Historic District i sbounded ontheeast by the Amherst
Central Business National Register District (NR 1991). nthewest by the
proposed Lincoln-Sunset National Register Historic District. Above Amty
Street theboundary follows therear |l ot lines of thebuildings onthe west
side of North Prospect Street toinclude thelargest concentration of G eek
Revival and Italianate buildings with their extant carriage houses. | t
expands west t oinclude buildings onboth sides of Amty Street where a
concentration of Greek Revival and Italianate houses i slocated. Qhce again

(continued)
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it expands west t o lnclude houses on both sides of Gaylord Street where

devel opment after md-19th century occurred i na stylistically uniform
manner. The boundary retums totherear | ot lines of thehouses alongthe
west side of South Prospect Street toinclude a nxinber of houses which are
historically linked t othedevel opment of Arherst. The south boundaryi s
drawn at thefurest limts of theresidential area of thedistrict. The above
boundaries were drawn toinclude thelargest concentration of historic
resources remaining from theoriginal Prospect-Gaylord residential

nei ghborhood, an area known for itsassociations with Amherst's educational
institutions.

(end)
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Col t on- Mack House

Sal mon Di cki nson House

Vacant
Paul Phillips House
Mary Miller House

Edwin W Cl ark House

gar age
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Queen Anne
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no style

DATE

ca. 1960s
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ca. 1920
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STYLE
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DATE

ca. 1885
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Charl es Mrehouse House Queen Anne

garage
Mary Robi son House
J.L. Lovell House
gar age

carriage house

carriage house

C Dueul House
carriage house

Ms. Swift House
carriage house

Ms. WIIliams House
gar age

J.B. Ward House
garage
barn

J. Young House
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no style
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DATE Re§OVR(

1892
ca. 1920
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ca. 1920
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94 North
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Prospect
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carriage house

H Hol | and House
carriage house

Thormas Young House
gar age

John Ostrander House
George C Martin House

Barrett House
carriage house

Rufus W Stratton House

Sander son Sanitorium
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Queen Anne

G eek Revival
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Craf t sman

DATE
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Decenber 28, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of t he Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed youwill find the following two nomnation forms:

Li ncol n- Sunset Historic District and Prospect-Gaylord Historic District,
Anherst (Hanpshire County), Massachusetts, 01002.

The nomi nations have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have
been signed by t he State Historic PreservationOfficer. Oaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded t he opportunityto comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Ann May, Chairperson, Anherst Historical Comm ssion
Bonni e Parsons, Pioneer Valley Planning Comm ssion
Elisa K Campbel |, Chairperson, Amrherst Board of Selectmnen
Bonnie Ifman. Director, Jones Library
Senator Stanl ey Rosenberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



