JUQCT 1B

FORVIB - BD I O NG

MASSAOHDEETTS H STCR CAL GOm SSI A
80 BOYLSTON STCEET
BGSTMI, M\ 02116 \;

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
vrtiite) Indicate address of
property on back of phot o.
Staple toleft side of form

Sketch Myp: Drawnap shew ng property's |ocation
in relaticn tonearest cross streets and/or
geographi cal features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest
intersection(s).

Indicate north ¥

FE ATTAGHD MP

OTM RBEBME 19/ 335. 070 E/ 4.678.640 N
UBGS QOCRNG E - Weynout h, M\
SCALE 1; 25.000

FORMIND

295

Town Qui ncy, M\ / MRA

Addr ess 26 Qui ncy Avenue
Historic Nane Central Fire Station

Use: Present fire station
Original _ fire station
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Dat e 1938

Sour ce cornerstone

Style Col oni al Revival

Architect ¢ George E Robinson

Exterior Wall
Qut bui I di ngs

Fabric

63 foot brick drill

brick

Major Alterations (with dates) none
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tereage Less than one acre;

Setting The station i slocated iust
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of Quincv Center on busy Ojinnv Avenue.
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if apfaicabl e)

The Central Fire Stationretains integrity of design, location, materials, feeling
and associationwith the inprovement of Quincy's nunicipal services inthe 1920s
and 1930s. As ahighly el aborated exanpl e of Col onial Revival architecture
adapted for apublicbuilding, the fire station neets Criteria Aand Cof

the National Register of Historic.Placeson the local |evel.

ARCH I EJ nJRAL SI GNLFI CANCE  Describe iinportant arcfaitectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the oainunity.

E | NVENTARY FORMGONTT NLATI ONSHET

H STGRI O SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owers played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the coinounity.

E NVENTARY FORM GONTT NLATI ON SHET
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Building permt. slossies,

W lliam Churchill Edwards. Historic Quincy, >fassachusetts, 1957, p.217.

Paul Robert Lyons. Quincy: APictorial History, 1983, p.162.

Robert N Mbod. Q@1 AHistory of Municipal Fire Protection Quincy, 1976, pp.1-7, 13,44,51
Quincy Patriot Ledger, January 7, 1937, p.d-10; January, 25, 1938, June 9, 1938.
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 26 QU NCY AVENLE
CENTRAL FI RE STATI ON

As part of the City's efforts t oexpand and nodernize municipal servicesi n
the 1920s and 1930s, t he $150,000 Central Fire Station of 1938. The station
was erected on the sane Quincy Avenue site as the earlier Central Station of
1893. Built t oupdate facilities and provide adequate space for new fire
trucks, i twas thefirst inaseries of newstations built inthe 1930s and
1940s which replaced outnmoded 19th century buildings. ,

The history of fire protection in Quincy began i n 1644 when al It ownspeopl e
were ordered to have a ladder |eaning up against their chimeys. | n 1792,
just after Quincy becanme a town, t he"Qi nc%/ Fire Society" was formed anmong
the inhabltants for the mutual protection of property incase of fire. In

1812, Quincy acquired a hand punp, itsfirst major piece of fire apparatus,

The firstact to establish a Fire Departnent in Quincy was accepted at the
Town Meeting in 1854. The $3800 purchase of a steam punp, a house for its
shelter, and piping the streets was approved at town meeting i n 1878.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE — 26 QJ NCY AVENLE
CENTRAL FI RE STATI ON

The

r rick two-and-a-half story building with a gabled slate roofi s
roughl
r

ed b

y T-shape in plan. Conposed of a central section flanked by two
subordinate one-and-a-half story wings, anda simlar one-and-a-half
wing tothe rear, the bmldin? alludes t oGeorgian predecessors i nform
and detail. Evocative of Phi adel phia's Independence Hall (1731), the
building"s design includes parapet gables which rise fromthe end walls
of the main block aswell as fromthe wings. A central octagonal tower
signif|es the building's identity as a municipal structure. The
burlding's function asafire station is indicated by the segnental

arched garage entrances. Second story windows are multi-paned double

hung sash. A Dbrick string course separates the twofloors. The side
wings areembel|lished with hip-roofed dormers andgranite piers
between the three bays. A 63 foot brick drill tower erected int he

1940s stands onthe corner of the property (noncontributing) ,

The Central Fire Station is the nost el aborate of the Colonial Revival
fire stations designed in Quincy by local architect George A Robinson
in the 1930s andearly 1940s. Hi sother stations arein Wst Quincy
(1939), Quincy Point (1941) and Sguantum (1943). The Central Fire
Station served as a nodel for a car dealership, also designed by

Robi nson, erected in Quincy Center i n 1939.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Address "6 Quincy Avenue
Central Fire Station

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS / MRA
Assessors  Map #  2M72
1979

Scale: 1 inch equals 80 feet
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