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NATI QN REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e) >

Along with the apartments at 38-49 Richards Avenue, these Rational
Revival style buildings are anmong the first apartment rows built

in Wakefield. They retain integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and meet criterion
C of the NRP at the local level.

ARH TECTURAL. S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Ri chardson Avenue has several Rational Revival style buildings oni t
and this pair of row houses seens to be a l|later developnent than the
row at 38-48. Stylistically less eclectic than the earlier row, these
two have hipped roofs with wde eaves overhangs and exposed purlins.
They are 2h stories I n height and focus their ornament around the

. pai red porches with lattice supports beneath hipped roofs. As at
#38-748, this pair has one story bays to add variety and volume to
the simplicity of thei Rational Revival style. High fieldstone

' foundations are typical in Wakefield during this period. They have
becone stylistic elements on their own.

H STCR CAL Sicai | HCANCE Explain the role cwers played inlocal or state historyand hew the
building relates to the devel opnent of the ccHrmunity.

Solon 0. Richardson l[aid out Richardson Avenue i n plans nade between
1890 and 1899 when he was dividing up his ﬁroperty I nthe center of
Wakefield. His grandfather. Dr. Nathan Richardson, had received a

| arge grant of property which he was given. The Dr. and his son,

Dr. Solon 0. Richardson, developed and manufactured Sherry Wne
Bitters, a profitable business which Solon 0. Richardson, the second,
then sold in 1891. Responding to the need for housing i n Wakefield,
Ri chardson noved his honestead west from Main Street, opened up

Ri chardson Avenue and built the Richardson Block in 190 on the
former honestead site, thereby extending the town center on the

west side of Main Street to match it sextent on the east side. _

Ri chardson may have brought about a plan which had Iong been consi dered,
for .an 1866 plan filed by Cyrus Wakefield shows Richardson Avenue
simlarly lard out and lined with [ots.

These apartnent rows were built about 1912, sone of the first
mul tiple famly units to be built i n Wakefield.

B BLI G3RAPBY and/ or REFERENCES

M ddl esex Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 13 page 46; Plan Book 68 page
32; Plan Book 75 page 46; Plan Book 65 page 40. _
Eaton, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, 1896.
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