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Historic Name 

NA 

Use: Present row hnnse apa r tmen t s 
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DESCRIPTICW 

Date c. 

Source v i s u a l a n f l l y s l R 

Style T?a1-Vnna1 Pevl va 1 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric {^hing1f?f^ 

Outbuildings 
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Major Alterations (with dates) 
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CX3ndition 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) > 

Along with the apartments at 38-49 Richards Avenue, these Rational 
Revival s t y l e buildings are among the f i r s t apartment rows b u i l t 
in Wakefield. They re t a i n i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , design, 
materials, workmanship, feel i n g , and association and meet c r i t e r i o n 
C of the NRHP at the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Richardson Avenue has several Rational Revival style buildings on i t 
and t h i s p a i r of row houses seems to be a l a t e r development than the 
row at 38-48. S t y l i s t i c a l l y less ecl e c t i c than the e a r l i e r row, these 
two have hipped roofs with wide eaves overhangs and exposed p u r l i n s . 
They are 2h stories In height and focus t h e i r ornament around the 

• paired porches with lattice supports beneath hipped roofs. As at 
#38-^48, t h i s pair has one story bays to add va r i e t y and volume to 
the s i m p l i c i t y of thei Rational Revival s t y l e . High fieldstone 

' foundations are t y p i c a l i n Wakefield during t h i s period. They have 
become s t y l i s t i c elements on t h e i r own. 

HISTCRICAL SIcailFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the ccHimunity. 

Solon 0. Richardson l a i d out Richardson Avenue i n plans made between 
1890 and 1899 when he was d i v i d i n g up his property i n the center of 
Wakefield. His grandfather. Dr. Nathan Richardson, had received a 
large grant of property which he was given. The Dr. and his son, 
Dr. Solon 0. Richardson, developed and manufactured Sherry Wine 
B i t t e r s , a p r o f i t a b l e business which Solon 0. Richardson, the second, 
then sold i n I891. Responding to the need for housing i n Wakefield, 
Richardson moved his homestead west from Main Street, opened up 
Richardson Avenue and b u i l t the Richardson Block i n I9OI on the 
former homestead s i t e , thereby extending the town center on the 
west side of Main Street to match i t s extent on the east side. 
Richardson may have brought about a plan which had long been considered, 
for .an I866 plan f i l e d by Cyrus Wakefield shows Richardson Avenue 
s i m i l a r l y l a i d out and lined with l o t s . 

These apartment rows were b u i l t about 1912, some of the f i r s t 
m u l tiple family units to be b u i l t i n Wakefield. 

BIBLIOGRAPBY and/or REFERENCES 
Middlesex Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 13 page 46; Plan Book 68 page 
32; Plan Book 75 page 46; Plan Book 65 page 40. 
Eaton, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, 1896. 
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