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1. Name 

historic Ahj j ;^h Wood House 

OMB So. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received r E B 2 i98T 

date entered 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number I 7 k W o r c e s t e r Road N/A not for publication 

city, town W e s t m i n s t e r N/A vicinity of 

state Massachuse t t s code 025 county W o r c e s t e r code 027 

3. Classiffication 
Catagory Ownership Status Present Use 
_ ^ district public _X_ occupied agriculture museum 
_ buildlng(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name M i c h a e l and Brenda Murphy 

street & number 1 B e l m o n t Road , #122 

city, town West H a r w i c h N/A vicinity of state Massachuse t t s 02671 

5. Location off Legal ion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. F i t c h b u r g R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 
P . O . Box 983 

city, town F T l-z^hhi iT^g State Massachuse t t s 01^20 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o ^ I n v e n t o r y # £ 1  

"•to t h e Commonwealth n f M;^.<;s;,rh..spi-i-s has this property been determined eilgibte? yes no 

«»«te 1976 federal y state county locai 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion , 80 RoyKi-r>n t ^ t r p p t 

city,town B o s t o n state Massachuse t t s 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n A h l j a h wood House , W e s t m i n s t e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _ „ original site 
good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed (see t e x t ) 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Ahljah Wood House, Westminster, is located in a ru ra l se t t i ng on the 
western side of Worcester Road (Route 140), about a mile south of 
Westminster's center and a quarter mile north of the entrance to Wachusett 
Mountain State Reservation. The house, b u i l t ca. 1795, s i t s on a low r i se 
above a d r y - l a i d stone re ta in ing w a l l . B u i l t of br ick l a i d in Flemish bond, 
i t r i ses 2 1/2 s tor ies above a f ie lds tone foundation and brick watertable to a 
steep-pitched double hipped roo f . The house has a double-pi le plan and is 
f i ve bays wide wi th a central ent ry ; two chiimeys are located jus t behind the 
second h ip 's r idge . The roof ing mater ial is asphal t . 

Also on the property are two noncontr ibut ing bui ld ings constructed in the late 
20th century: to the northwest of the house, a three-car garage; and to the 
south, a large barn b u i l t on the s i t e of a 19th century barn. 

The house is located at the foot of a h i l l (maximum elevat ion of the property 
is 1,150 feet ) on a large l o t that is for the most part heavi ly wooded. The 
house is set back about 30 feet from the road and is f ronted by a lawn. To 
the rear is a fenced cow pasture. The Nathan Wood House, located a short 
distance north on Worcester Road, is not v i s i b l e from the Ahijah Wood House. 

The main, east facade is symmetrical, with two ranks of c losely spaced bays 
f lanked the entryway. The entry is approached by several granite steps. 
Fenestration consists o f 6/6 sash here as throughout the bu i l d ing . On the 
f i r s t s tory , both the windows and the doorway are enhanced by f i v e - l i g h t 
transoms set beneath wood-frame segmental arches. Shallow br ick re l iev ing 
arches fur ther define the openings. An ear ly 20th century photograph reveals 
that the transoms are not o r i g i n a l ; a t one t ime, br ick arches only enframed 
the windows. The doorway's frame is otherwise simple ve r t i ca l boards. The 
second-story window openings are capped by a simple f l a t l i n t e l and set f lush 
with the narrow, l i g h t l y molded, wood corn ice. 

The north facade is two bays deep. Fenestrat ion, again 6/6, repeats the main 
facade's f i r s t story elaboration of f i v e - l i g h t transoms on the f i r s t story 
with wood-frame and brick segmental arches above, and, on the second s to ry , 
f l a t l in te l - topped sash are again f lush with the corn ice. The south facade is 
s im i l a r , with the addit ion of a cen t ra l l y located door on the f i r s t f l o o r . 
The door is believed to date from the mid 19th century. 

continued 
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The rear , west facade contains four bays asymmetrically arranged. On th( 
f i r s t s to ry , two bays, one containing an ear ly door, are masked by a mod) 

ie 
, — _.. __. ,J , „ by a modern 

screened porch. The other two windows contain modern sash. The second story 
contains four sash windows asymmetrically arrayed. 

The house retains i t s o r ig ina l Federal p lan, double p i l e wi th a central ha l l 
and s t ra igh t f l i g h t of s t a i r s . The two f ron t rooms on both f i r s t and second 
f loor contained corner f i replaces at one t ime, although only those in the 
south-facing rooms survive. Among the i n t e r i o r f in ishes remaining are 
elaborately molded paneling in many of the rooms, inc lud ing , between the-two 
north- facing rooms on the second f l o o r , a f o l d i n g , molded p a r t i t i o n . 

The house has undergone several changes. Al terat ions to the window framing 
some time in the ear ly 20th century have already been described. In add i t ion , 
few i f any of the sash and window l igh ts are o r i g i n a l . The northern chimney 
was removed at some time in the 19th century (at which time the northern 
f i replaces were removed). The present chimney, added w i th in the las t decade, 
is nonfunctioning and purely decorat ive. A two-story wooden e l l , i t s exact 
appearance unknown but said to be a "Beverly jog" not un l ike others found in 
Westminster, was taken down w i th in the past f i f t y years. 

Archaeology 

There is a potent ia l fo r s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological remains on the 
property. Control led survey and tes t ing may assist in documenting the h is to ry 
of a l te ra t ion to the house, fo r example the locat ion of and dimensions of the 
two-story e l l , as wel l as the locat ion of barns' shops' and other 
outbu i ld ings. Occupation re la ted features ( p r i v i e s , trash p i t s , wel ls) are 
l i k e l y to ex is t around the house. Sampling and analysis of these features can 
provide a more detai led view of the changing s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic 
patterns that characterized th is prosperous, upland farmstead during the 19th 
century. 

Furthermore, whi le l y ing beyond the i imediate v i c i n i t y of the house, and thus 
outside the bounds of t h i s nomination, the rear port ion o f the 74 acre Wood 
property includes landscape features whose steeply descending contours at the 
edge of a wet^land area suggest that an earthen dam may at one time have been 
present. 



8 . S i g n i f f i c a n c e ^ ^ . . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ u ^ . . . ^ ^ W e s t m i n s t e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic _ _ conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention X_ other (specify) 
cnmmiini i-y 

Speci f ic dates c a . 1795 Bui lder /Arch i tect Unknown development 

Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Ahijah Wood House, a f ine , vernacular Federal-period residence with an 
unusual double-hipped roof, retains integr i ty of location, design, sett ing, 
feel ing, and association. Bui l t ca. 1795, the house is archi tectural l ly 
signif icant for i t s well-preserved Federal styl ing and h is tor ica l ly 
signif icant for i ts associations with one of Westminster's most prominent 
local famil ies, the Woods. The Ahijah Wood House thus f u l f i l s Criteria B and 
C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level . 

The town of Westminster, known i n i t i a l l y as Narragansett #2, was one of seven 
townships designated in 1733 as part of a land grant made in 1728 by the 
General Court; this grant f u l f i l l e d a commitment made in 1685 to veterans of 
King Phil ip's War and their survivors. Located just north of Wachusett 
Mountain in north-central Massachusetts, Westminster received i ts f i r s t 
European sett lers in 1737. In 1739, six acres were set aside on a h i l l north 
of Wachusett Mountain, in the southeast section of the township, for a 
meetinghouse, burying ground, and training f i e l d . Located near 156-acre 
Meetinghouse Pond, the area, the present Academy H i l l Common, formed the 
center of the new v i l lage. (The remaining core of the original vi l lage 
settlement was nominated to the National Register in 1983 as the Academy Hi l l 
Historic D is t r i c t . ) Settlement proceeded slowly despite the inducements of a 
540 bounty and construction of a gr is tmi l l (1741) to lure famil ies. By 1750, 
only thirty-two families had erected houses and cleared their mandated three 
acres on lots of sixty acres each. I t was not unt i l after 1750, when the 
Legislature ordered meetings of proprietors to be held in the township and 
decisions were rendered allowing public improvements (especially highways) 
that nem residents were retained. A poor agrarian community, Narragansett #2 
was incorporated as Westminster in 1759. In April 1770, the town was granted 
representation in the Legislature. 

By the eve of the Revolution, Westminster had grown to a population of some 
1,150 people. Five schools had been bu i l t in the township. By the beginning 
of the Federal period, a second meetinghouse in the vi l lage center prompted 
the construction of several high-style residences atop Meetinghouse H i l l . In 
1800, the construction of the 5th Massachusetts Turnpike l inking Greenfield, 
Mass., and Brattleboro, Vermont, with Albany and Boston was established north 
of the meetinghouse core, prompting the development of a n&n commercial 
v i l lage northwest and downhill from the meetinghouse. South of the vi l lage 
core and Meetinghouse Pond, Westminster remained predominantly unimproved 
woodlots (79% in 1784) or, less commonly, agricultural land (about 18% in the 
same year was pasturage, mowed, or t i l l e d ) . 

continued 
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Among the improved early t ra i l s was today's Worcester Road, which became a 
major route joining Lancaster and Athol to the west and east with Worcester to 
the south. I t ran north of Meetinghouse Hi l l and then turned south to travel 
between Meetinghouse Pond and Wyman Pond. 

The nominated property was bu i l t ca. 1795 by Ahijah Wood 
son of Nathan Wood, who was among Westminster's original 
la t te r 's Georgian-style residence is 
also being nominated to the National 
Wood, born in Stow, Mass., two years 
was a farmer who had been one of the 
the Continental Army during 

(1754-1840), 
proprietors. 

second 
The 

located close by on Worcester Road and is 
Register of Historic Places. Ahijah 
before his family arrived in Westminster, 
f i r s t Westminster residents to enl is t in 

the • < American Revolution. He was present at the 
Battle of Bunker H i l l . Ahijah's farm is known to have held cows, swine, and 
horses. A woodworking shop may also have been present on the property. In 
addition to farming, Ahijah served his community f i r s t as assessor and then as 
a menber of the Board of Selectmen. Both posts had been held by his father 
before him. The presence of late 18th/early 19th century folding panelling on 
the second story suggests that these two rooms may have served as a ballroom 
or function room during Ahijah Wood's ownership of the property, but this 
hypothesis is unsubstantiated. 

The second owner of the property was Ahijah's son Aaron (1791-1840). An 
ardent abol i t ion is t , he was an of f icer in the Northern Worcester County 
Anti-Slavery Organization and together with his re la t ion, Ezra Wood, was 
chosen to represent Westminster at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society in Boston shortly before his death in 1840. Aaron was 
also a supporter of the temperance movement. He was chairman of the f i r s t 
Board of Selectmen to be chosen on a temperance platform. In addit ion, he 
served as deacon of the First Congregational Church. 

Late in his l i f e , Aaron shared ownership of the nominated property with his 
son, Theodore (1838-1902), who would inherit i t upon his father's death. 
Theodore expanded the farm's generally subsistence enterprises to a 
large-scale operation: he kept a sizable herd of thoroughbred and graded 
Jersey cows, and supplied the Boston markets with milk and cream. The 
property was then known as Maplewood Farm, and was considered by many a model 
of successful agricultural practices. Like other members of the family before 
him, Theodore served as town assessor and selectman, as well as being a merber 
of the School Coimiittee. 

After Theodore Wood's death in 1902, the property was sold to Frank Murdock 
(1867-1929), also a farmer. From him, the property passed to a son. Warren 
Murdock (b. 1903), an employee of the Westminster Cracker Company (whose 
bakery survives within the Academy H i l l Historic D is t r i c t ) . With Warren's 

continued 



NPS Form 10-9001 
CM2) 

OMB NO. 1024-0013 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Depar tment of the Inter ior 
Nationai Parle Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Ahijah Wood House 
Continuation sheet Westminster, Massachusetts item numlDer Page 

assumption of the property, i t ceased to function as a farm. In 1975, 
however, i t was purchased by beef and chicken producer Michael Murphy. The 
property has recently changed hands once again and i ts imnediate future is 
uncertain. 

The imposing Ahijah Wood House reflects the prominence and prosperity of i ts 
owners for three generations, the Woods. The house is architecturally 
signif icant as a handsome example of a vernacular Federal-style country 
dwelling. While i t s brick construction was not unique for Westminster at that 
time (the Timothy Hoar House at 115 East Road, bu i l t ca. 1790, is a 
part icularly fine brick five-bay, hip-roofed residence), the prominently sited 
brick Wood house boasts the only double-hipped roof in Westminster. Further 
south on Westminster Road, the Isaac Williams House (ca. 1801) is another 
hip-roofed five-bay residence distinguished by i t s use of brick front and rear 
walls and frame end walls. A brickyard is believed to have been located near 
the Williams House on East Road and may have been the source for the brick 
used in a l l three buildings. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
1 . Haywood, W.S. , H i s t o r y o f W e s t m i n s t e r . L o w e l l , 1893 . 
2 . Holmes, C lay w . , Geneaology o f t h e Descendan ts o f W i l l i a m Wood. E l m i r a , 
3 . Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission H i s t o r i c and A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Resources 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s . B o s t o n , 1985 . 
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10. Data 
Acreage of nominated property . 

Quadrangle name Gardner 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See a s s e s s o r ' s map 

Lis t a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
B e t s y F r i e d b e r g , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

name/title w i t h K r i s t i n e Haney , W e s t m i n s t e r i H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion date November . 1986 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t telephone 6 1 7 - 727-8i^70 

city or town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I ttereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to tt>e criteria and procedures set forth by the National-Park Service. 

State motoric Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Deputy M a s s a c h u s e t r s ^ i s t o r i c a l /Commf^eion 

date 

For MPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

date 

KMper of the Natiofwl Register 

AttMt: 



NPS Form 10-MO-l OMB So. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Ahljah Wood House 
Continuation sheet Westminster, Massachusetts 10 Page 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The present property is over seventy-three acres, in a very irregular lot, 
which includes wetlands and wooded areas as well as pastures and lawn. 
Because the historic significance of the entire acreage has not been 
established, only the first 650 feet of the property running back from 
Worcester Road is being nominated at present. This includes the house and two 
noncontributing outbuildings, as well as thirty feet of lawn fronting the 
house and, to the rear, a 600-foot-deep open area, now fenced as a cow 
pasture. See assessor's map. 
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• resubmission 
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• owner objection 
n appeal 
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Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: , 
Date Due: - ^ / ^ / ^ ^ ~ - ^ / / f / ^ ? 
Action: ACCEPT 

RETURN. 
REJECT _ 
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Federal Agency: 

request • appeal I ^NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri 
Reviewer 
Disc ip l ine C c ^ ^ ^ / i 

Date 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited Ijelow 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? n yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

c n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

[ m ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

IZ ] altered 

Descrilje the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
• clarity . 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

^ ^ ^ e r ^ ^ Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 93"; 
im completeness 
• clarity 

^0^applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

V - h i E^, "ft'oS /2£..^ 
7 ^ 9. IVAajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
cn Photographs 
n Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



NPS Foim 10 900 
»$2) 

U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
Nat ional Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instruct ions in How to Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

OMB No. 1034-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received AUG 6 1987 

date entered 

SEP »f ̂ "̂̂  

historic Ahijah Wood House 

and or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 174 U o r c e s t s r Road N/A not for publication 

city, town Westninster i iMv ic in i t y o( 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t S code '^25 county IJorcester code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X_ building(s) X_ private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

'iZA. being considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
-X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Michael and Brsnda Murphy 

street & number 1 B e l n o n t Road, # 122 

city, town West Harwich N/A_ vicinity of state Massachusetts 02671 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fitchburcj Registry of Deeds 

street & number P.O. Box 983 

city, town Fitchburg state Massachusetts 01420 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inven corv of <•.'̂ •i Hi t o r i c Assets of Inventory # 51 

title Che Co. v-Onvv'-^al t h o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts His tor ica l Comis ion, 00 boylston Street 

town Boston state 
Massachusetts 



7. Descr ip t ion Ahi.iah Wood House. Westminster. Massachusetts 

Condition 
y excellent 

— good 
fair 

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

^ J L altered 

(see text) 

ClHSck one 
original site 
moved date 

Dt tsc r i f e | l h ^ | ^ e s e n t and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Ahijah Wood House, Westminster, is located in a rural setting on the 
western side of Worcester Road (Route 140), about a mile south of 
Westminster's center and a quarter mild north of the entrance to Wachusett 
Mountain State Reservation. The house, bu i l t ca. 1795, s i ts on a low rise 
above a dry- laid stone retaining wa l l . Bui l t of brick laid in Flemish bond, 
i t rises 2 1/2 stories above a fieldstone foundation and brick watertable to c 
steep-pitched double hipped roof. The house has a double-pile plan and is 
f ive bays wide with a central entry; two chimneys are located just behind the 
second hip's ridge. The roofing material is asphalt. 

on the property are two noncontributing buildings constructed in the late 
and to the 

Also 
20th century: to the northwest of the house, a three-car garage; 
south, a large barn bu i l t on the site of a 19th century barn. < 

The house is located at the foot of a h i l l (maximum elevation of the property 
is 1,150 feet) on a large lot that is for the most part heavily wooded. The 
house is set back about 30 feet from the road, and is fronted by a lawn. To 
the rear is a fenced cow pasture. The Nathan Wood House, located a short 
distance north on Worcester Road, is not v is ib le from the Ahijah Wood House. 

The main, east facade is symmetrical, with two ranks of closely spaced bays 
flanbking the entrynay. The entry is approached by several granite steps. 
Fenestration consists of 6/6 sash here as throughout the building. On the 
f i r s t story, both the windows and the doorway are enhanced by f i ve- l igh t 
transoms set beneath wood-frame segmental arches. Shallow brick rel ieving 
arches further define the openings. An early 20th century photograph reveals 
that the transoms are not or ig ina l ; at one time, brick arches only enframed 
the windows. The doorway's frame is otherwise simple vert ical boards. The 
second-story window openings are capped by a simple f l a t l i n te l and set flush 
with the narrow, l i gh t l y molded, wood cornice. 

The north facade is two bays deep. Fenestration, again 6/6, repeats the main 
facade's f i r s t story elaboration of f i ve - l igh t transoms on the f i r s t story 
with wood-frame and brick segmental arches above, and, on the second story, 
f l a t 1 intel-topped sash are again flush with the cornice, 
simi lar, with the addition of a centrally located door on 
The door is believed to date from the mid 19th century. 

The south facade 
the f i r s t f loor . 

IS 

continued 
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The rear , west facade contains four bays asymmetrically arranged. On the 
f i r s t s to ry , two bays, one containing an ear ly door, are masked by a modern 
screened porch. The other two windows contain modern sash. The second story 
contains four sash windows asymmetrically arrayed. 

The house reta ins i t s or ig ina l Federal plan, double p i le wi th a central ha l l 
and s t ra igh t f l i g h t of s t a i r s . The two f ron t rooms on both f i r s t and second 
f loor contained corner f i rep laces at one t ime, although only those in the 
south-facing rooms surv ive. Among the i n te r i o r f in ishes remaining are 
elaborately molded paneling in many of the rooms, inc luding, between the two 
north- facing rooms on the second f l o o r , a f o l d i n g , molded p a r t i t i o n . 

The house has undergone several changes. Al terat ions to the window framing 
some time in the ear ly 20th century have already been described. In add i t ion , 
few i f any of the sash and window l i gh t s are o r i g i n a l . The northern chimney 
was removed at some time in the 19th century (at which time the northern 
f i replaces were removed). The present chimney, added wi th in the last decade, 
is nonfunctioning and purely decorat ive. A two-story wooden e l l , i t s exact 
appearance unknown but said to be a "Beverly jog" not unlike others found in 
Westminster, was taken down wi th in the past, f i f t y years. 

Archaeology 

There is a potent ia l for s ign i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological remains on the 
property. Control led survey and test ing may ass is t in documenting the h is tory 
of a l te ra t ion to the house, for example the locat ion of and dimensions of the 
two-story e l l , as wel l as the location of barns' shops' and other 
outbu i ld ings. Occupation re la ted features (p r i v i es , trash p i t s , wel ls) are 
l i k e l y to ex is t around the house. Sampling and analysis of these features can 
provide a more deta i led view of the changing s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic 
patterns that characterized th is prosperous, upland farmstead during the 19th 
century. 

Furthermore, whi le ly ing bey:)nd the immediate v i c i n i t y of the house, and thus 
outside the bounds of th is nomination, the rear port ion of the 74 acre wood 
property includes landscape features whose steeply descending contours at the 
edge of a wetland area suggest that an earthen dam may at one time have been 
present. 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e Ahijah Wood House, Westminster, Massachusetts 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 ^agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X. architecture education military social/ 

X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
^ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
X other (specify) 

community development 
(ca 1795-1902) invention J L other (specify) 

Specif ic dates Ca. 1795 Bui lder /Arch i tect Unknown 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Ahijah Wood House, a f i n e , vernacular Federal-period residence with an 
unusual double-hipped roo f , re ta ins i n teg r i t y of locat ion, design, se t t i ng , 
f ee l i ng , and associat ion. B u i l t ca. 1795, the house is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l l y 
s i gn i f i can t for i t s well-preserved Federal s t y l i ng and h i s t o r i c a l l y 
s i gn i f i can t fo r i t s associations with one of Westminster's most prominent 
local fami l i es , the Woods, who owned i t un t i l 1902. The Ahijah Wood House 
thus f u l f i l s C r i te r ia A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places on 
the local l e v e l . 

The town of Westminster, known i n i t i a l l y as Narragansett #2, was one of seven 
townships designated in 1733 as part o f a land grant made in 1728 by the 
General Court; t h i s grant f u l f i l l e d a commitment made in 1685 to veterans of 
King Ph i l i p ' s War and the i r survivors. Located jus t north of Wachusett 
Mountain in north-central Massachusetts, Westminster received i t s f i r s t 
European se t t l e r s in 1737. In 1739, s ix acres were set aside on a h i l l north 
of Wachusett Mountain, in the southeast section of the township, fo r a 
meetinghouse, burying ground, and t ra in ing f i e l d . Located near 156-acre 
Meetinghouse Pond, the area, the present Academy H i l l Common, formed the 
center of the new v i l l a g e . (The remaining core of the o r ig ina l v i l l age 
settlement was nominated to the National Register in 1983 as the Academy H i l l 
Histor ic D i s t r i c t . ) Settlement proceeded slowly despite the inducements of a 
540 bounty and construction of a g r i s t m i l l (1741) to lu re f am i l i es . By 1750, 
only th i r t y - two fami l ies had erected houses and cleared the i r mandated three 
acres on lots of s i x t y acres each. I t was not u n t i l a f te r 1750, when the 
Legislature ordered meetings of propr ietors to be held in the township and 
decisions were rendered al lowing publ ic improvements (especial ly highways) 
that new residents were reta ined. A poor agrarian community, Narragansett #2 
was incorporated as Westminster in 1759. In Apri l 1770, the town was granted 
representation in the Legis lature. 

By the eve of the Revolut ion, Westminster had grown to a population of some 
1,150 people. Five schools had been b u i l t in the township. By the beginning 
of the Federal per iod, a second meetinghouse in the v i l l age center prompted 
the construction o f several h igh-s ty le residences atop Meetinghouse H i l l . In 
1800, the construction of the 5th Massachusetts Turnpike l i nk ing Greenfield, 
Mass., and Brat t leboro, Vermont, w i th Albany and Boston was established north 
of the meetinghouse core, prompting the development of a new commercial 
v i l l age northwest and downhill from the meetinghouse. South of the v i l l age 
core and Meetinghouse Pond, Westminster remained predominantly unimproved 

^woodlots (79% in 1784) o r , less commonly, ag r i cu l tu ra l land (about 18% in the 
same year was pasturage, mowed, or t i l l e d ) . 

continued 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

see assessor's map 

Lis t a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state 
IJ/A 

code county code state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts His tor ica l Coinniission 
name/title with Kr is t ine Haney, Westminster His tor ica l Commission 

organization Massachusetts His tor ica l ConiiTiission date November, 1986 

street & numtier 80 Boylston Street telephone (G17) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Meissachusetts 

12. S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 
X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8&-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated , 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V / c t i X l ^ l ^ 1 

Deputy Massachusetts Historical Commis 
title State Historic Preservation Officer date 

For NTS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register I N r * b y certify that this pro{ 

date 

\Keeper of the National Register 

42lil 
date 9/1 r/^^ 
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Among the improved ear ly t r a i l s was today's Worcester Road, which became a 
major route j o in ing Lancaster and Athol to the west and east with Worcester to 
the south. I t ran north of Meetinghouse H i l l and then turned south to t ravel 
between Meetinghouse Pond and Wyman Pond. 

The nominated property was b u i l t ca. 1795 by Ahijah Wood (1754-1840), second 
son of Nathan Wood, who was among Westminster's o r ig ina l p ropr ie tors . The 
l a t t e r ' s Georgian-style residence is located close by on Worcester Road and is 
also being nominated to the National Register of His tor ic Places. Ahijah 
Wood, born in Stow, Mass., two years before his fami ly arrived in Westminster, 
was a farmer who had been one of the f i r s t Westminster residents to en l i s t in 
the Continental Army during the American Revolution. He was present at the 
Bat t le of Bunker H i l l . Ahi jah's farm is known to have held cows, swine, and 
horses. A woodworking shop may also have been present on the property. In 
addit ion to farming, Ahijah served his community f i r s t as assessor and then as 
a member of the Board of Selectmen. Both posts had been held by his father 
before him. The presence of late 18th/early 19th century fo ld ing panel l ing on 
the second s tory suggests that these two rooms may have served as a ballroom 
or function room during Ahijah Wood's ownership of the property, but th is 
hypothesis is unsubstantiated. 

The second owner of the property was Ahi jah's son Aaron (1791-1840). An 
ardent a b o l i t i o n i s t , he was an o f f i c e r in the Northern Worcester County 
Anti-Slavery Organization and together with his r e l a t i o n , Ezra Wood, was 
chosen to represent Westminster at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Anti-S'lavery Society in Boston shor t ly before his death in 1840. Aaron was 
also a supporter of the temperance movement. He was chairman of the f i r s t 
Board of Selectmen to be chosen on a temperance p lat form. In add i t i on , he 
served as deacon of the F i rs t Congregational Church. 

Late in his l i f e , Aaron shared ownership of the nominated property with his 
son, Theodore (1838-1902), who would inher i t i t upon his fa ther 's death. 
Theodore expanded the farm's general ly subsistence enterprises to a 
large-scale operat ion: he kept a sizable herd of thoroughbred and graded 
Jersey cows, and supplied the Boston markets with milk and cream. The 
property was then known as Maplewood Farm, and was considered by many a model 
of successful ag r i cu l tu ra l pract ices. Like other members of the fami ly before 
him, Theodore served as town assessor and selectman, as well as being a merber 
of the School Committee. 

After Theodore Wood's death in 1902, the property was sold to Frank Murdock 
(1867-1929), also a farmer. From him, the property passed to a son. Warren 
Murdock (b. 1903), an employee of the Westminster Cracker Company (whose 
bakery survives w i th in the Academy H i l l Histor ic D i s t r i c t ) . With Warren's 

continued 
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assumption of the property, i t ceased to funct ion as a farm. In 1975, 
however, i t was purchased by beef and chicken producer Michael Murphy. The 
property has recent ly changed hands once again and i t s inriediate fu ture is 
uncertain. 

The imposing Ahijah Wood House re f l ec t s the prominence 
owners for three generations, the Woods. The house is 
s i gn i f i can t as a handsome example of a vernacular Feder 
dwel l ing. While i t s brick construction was not unique 
time (the Timothy Hoar House at 115 East Road, b u i l t ca 
pa r t i cu la r l y f i ne brick f ive-bay, hip-roofed residence) 
brick Wood house boasts the only double-hipped roof in 
south on Westminster Road, the Isaac Will iams House (ca 
hip-roofed f ive-bay residence dist inguished by i t s use 
walls and frame end wal ls . A brickyard is believed to 
the Williams House on East Road and may have been the s 
used in a l l three bu i ld ings . 

and prosperi ty of i t s 
archi t ec tu ra l l y 
a l - s t y l e country 
for Westminster at that 
. 1790, is a 
, the prominently s i ted 
Westminster. Further 
. 1801) is another 
of brick f ron t and rear 
have been located near 
ource for the brick 
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Verbal Boundary Just i f icat ion 

The present property is over seventy-three acres, in a very irregular l o t , 
which includes wetlands and wooded areas as well as pastures and lawn. 
Because the histor ic significance of the entire acreage has not been 
established, only the f i r s t 650 feet of the property running back from 
Worcester Road is being nominated at present. This includes the house and two 
noncontributing outbuildings, as well as th i r t y feet of lawn fronting the 
house and, to the rear, a 600-foot-deep open area, now fenced as a cow 
pasture. See assessor's map. 
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Action: 
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resubmission 
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Q appeal 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

c n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I 1 unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

mi summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
cn dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity '4 .-, 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource ' 
• context 
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cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
cn Photographs 
D Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 
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July 29, 1987 
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National Register of His tor ic Places 
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Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 
Enclosed please f i nd s ix nominations that were returned to the MHC for 
technical and substantive correct ions. The fo l lowing nominations are enclosed: 

Boston (Roxbury), Abbotsford, 300 Walnut Avenue 
Brockton, Brockton Edison Electr ic I l luminat ing Company Power Station 
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u-W^tminster, Ahijah Wood House, 174 Worcester Road 
Westminster, Nathan Wood House, 164 Worcester Road 
Winchendon, Old Centre Histor ic D i s t r i c t 
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Sincerely, 

Betsy Friecberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 
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