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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one and two story building is of stone wall construction. Textured
white plastered walls, a columned entrance lanai and a dominating high
pitched tile roof characterize what has come to be known as the '"Hawaiian"
architecture which developed during the 1920's and 1930's.” The interior is
arranged around five open courts surrounded by exhibit galleries. Each
court reflects a different character, the most distinctive influences being
that of the Spanish and Chinese. A unique architectural harmony is achieved
while portraying distinctly different cultural influences.

b

Except for the addition of a wing in the mauka, ewa corner in 1960 to house
educational offices and lecture halls, the building is in its original
form and in excellent condition.

The building is extremely successful in providing a pleasant atmosphere
for viewing art. A strong character is exerted by the building, yet in no:
way does it compete or distract from the art works displayed. The Art
Academy building is an outstanding example of a museum built in harmony
with the climactic conditions of Hawaii, The wide lanais, open courts and
high pitched roof provide coolness and shape as well as ease of movement
throughout the building.
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Realizing the need for an art center in Hawaii, Mrs. C.M. Cooke donated
her family home site and commissioned architect Bertran Goodhue to design
a home for the Honolulu Academy of Arts. The resulting building, construcH
ted in 1927 is one of Goodhue's most outstanding works and is ideally
located in the community.

The building is an example of "Hawaiian" architecture, combining Chinese,
Spanish, and island designs. Its roof line and open lanais give it a

warm, hospitable atmosphere, and its interior design is ideal for showing
works of ‘art. Honolulu is fortunate to have a building of such quality

as the center of the cultural community. ©Not only are the treasures within
priceless, the building itself is a standout in the architectural record
of Hawaii.

The aesthetic and functional qualities of the building have a timeless
validity and pay tribute to a major architectural contribution by Mr.
Bertram Goodhue and his receptive client, Mrs. Charles M. Cooke.
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