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DESCRIBE f l-fE PRESENT AND ORfGINAL fit ktiown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cutler Family records Indicate that the original house 
was built in 1799 by Joseph Cutler r^r Silam Convict. This 
two story^section still exists, but is surrounded by mid- i9th 
century renovations* The original section is to the rear of 
the principal building. It measures approximately 21 feet by 
25 feet. The north wall has a fireplace and Dutch oven which 
projects into what is currently a storage room. The entrance 
to the 1799 section faces west and has three bays. The door 
is in the center and a stairway is located on the side nearest 
the 1853 section* Presently the 1799 wing houses the kitchen 
facilities and utilities and, consequently, is considerably 
altered, although the flooring is the original wide oak.

In JLS5X tne house was considerably enlarged by Augustus 
Vf. Cutler^ and the orientation of the house changed, making the 
-House face south, or Cutler Street. The 1853 wing measures 
approximately *55 fe«t by 34 feet, has five bays and a center 
hall, and is Z\ stories high. This section, like the 1799 
structure, Is clapboard. There are paired chimneys on both 
the east end west gable ends. The roof is gable, the peak of 
the roof traversing east to west, with a large intersecting 
center gable going north and south. All four gable ends have one 
6/6 sash windows with louvered shutters and triangular 
louvers immediately above. Underneath the overhang of the roof 
on all, £heTables are brackets. The front, or south, facade 
has a 4-5 feet veranda over the first story which covers all 
five bays. This portico is supported by four square panelled 
columns and embellished with gingerbread and brackets. (There 
are two other similar porches; one over the front of the first 
floor of the 1799 sVction, l?*feet long, end the other in the 
rear of the 1853 section, bracing up against the rear of the 
179$ wing, 25 feet long.). The doorway has rectangular 
sidelights end fanlights end Is flanked on either side by two 
large window which are about six feet high. The second story 
windows ere 6/6 sash with louvered shutters.

The east facade has two one story protruding window bays 
while the west facade has only one.

Inside the building Is a center hall (34 feet by 12 feet) 
with a stairway in the rear to the east. To either side of the 
hall are two rooms up and back (south and north) and nearly 
identical in size (21 feet by 18 feet & 21 feet by 16 feet 
versus 19! feet by 18 feet & 194 f««t by 16 feet) with the 
east end gaining a small advantage In size. Each room has a 
fireplace.

The second floor plan is quite similar and each of these nain 
four rooms also have fireplaces. Above the first floor hall 
way, to the front, or south, Is a small room measuring 
approximately ll£ feet by 11 feet.

The third floor is generally for storage, but also has 3 
small bedrooms.

Generally, the exterior of the 1853 section is unaltered 
and exhibits characteristic of both Greek Revival and early 

, Gothic Revival architecture.
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Political.
Sllaa Condlct (1738-1801) commissioned Joseph Cutler to 

contruct this house In 1799, only two years prior to his 
death. Condlct was a surveyor and farmer. He entered the 
political arena In 1768 to become Morristown's assessor. In 
1772 Condlct w?s elected town surveyor of highways ©nd Over 
seer of the Poor. During the Revolution he was e Morris County 
representative to the New Jersey Provincial Congress, a 
member of the poaunlttee which drafted New Jerseys 1 first 
state odRstlttftlon, and a member of the Continental Congress 
(1781-84). After the Revolution Condlct served in many ca 
He was an elected freeholder, an elected Moderator, and a 
member of the New Jersey Assembly, serving frequently as the 
Speaker of the House.

Joseph Cutler (1778-1854) was a carpenter and builder 
when Cdndict employed him in 1799 to build the house, now 
15 Cutler Street, Morristown. During construction he 
apparently began courting Condict's grand-daughter, Elizabeth 
Phoebe Cook, who!*1 he married in 1800. Joseph Cutler was 
appointed one of the executors of Conflict's will upon his 
death In 1801. At various times Cutler was an officer in the 
New Jersey State Militia, an Overseer of the Poor, a director 
of the Morris Turnpike Company, and president of the "State 
Bank11 . Cutlers chief occupation .after his marrlsge in 1800, 
however, wes management of the farm that had belonged to Silas 
Condlot.

Augustus W. Cutler (1827-1897), youngest son of Joseph, 
lived his entire life in the Cutler Homestead. Augustus, a 
Yale College graduate, was admitted to the bar In 1850. He 
entered Into active participation in local affairs soon after 
he became a lawyer and was a power in Morris County for many 
years. He was elected to the Morristown Board of Education 
in 1854 and soon became its president, a position he held for 
tw*nty years. In 1871 Cutler was elected to the New Jersey 
State Senate. He was nominated by the area Democrtlas to oppose 
William Walter Phelps for Congress in 1874. After a bitter 
contest, in which the issues of a post-Civil War nation 
predominated, Cutler was elected to the Fifth District of the 
United States House of Representatives. Two years later he 
was returned to Congress, but refused to run for a third term 
in 1878. In 1881 he ran once again, but unsuccessfully, aa

(cont.)
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8. Significance (cont.)
was the case in 1896 when he was defeated by Mahlon Pitney,
later UrUbed States Supreme Court Justice.

Augustus Cutler aspired to the office of Governor of New 
Jersey in 1895, but although he was hlgfcly qualified and widely 
supported by the Democratic Pprty in New Jersey, he lost the
nomination to A.T. McGlll, who then lost the election too.T?»

The house itself was virtually the headquarters of the 
New Jersey Democrats during the last two decades of the 19th 
century.

Education.
As a United States Representative Cutler Introduced a bill 

to the House to appropriate the proceeds of the sale of public 
lands of the different States end Territories, according to 
their population, for the creation and benefit of free schools. 
Earlier, in 1861, as a New Jersey Stete Senator, Cutler drafted 
the original free school bill and, in 186^, he inaugarated a 
crusade against railroads in New Jersey to obtain state control 
of and to secure the proceeds of the sales and rentals of the 
riparian lands of the state for the benefit of free schools. 
The fight was highly successful for in a years time over one 
million dollars was paid to the fund — causing Augustus W. 
Cutler to be called the father of the New Jersey free school 
system.

Judicial*
Wlllard Walker Cutler (1856-1926), eldest son of Augustus 

Cutler, lived in the Cutler Homestead from the time of his birth 
to 1885 when he moved across the street to accommodate his 
growing family. Cutler studied for the legal profession under 
his father and was subsequently admitted to the bar as an 
attorney in 18?8 and was made a counsellor in 1881. Later, he 
became a special master and examiner in Chancery and a Supreme 
Court commissioner. In 1882 Governor Ludlow appointed Cutler 
Prosecutor of the Pleas of Morris County, a position he held 
for eleven years. He resigned this position to accept an 
appointment of law judge for Morris County. Judge Cutler was 
appointed a Circuit Court Judge in 1916, a position he held 
until his death in 1926.
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