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AHTEIUN. SGNH QANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Qvis Road Historic District is conprised of twenty-six single- and two-famly
residences built between 1918 and 1930. There are no intrusions. The residences were
all part of a devel opnent plan; the houses overlook a careful [y landscaped grassy
nedian strip that is planted with trees and flowering shrubs. “Itis the only such
residential thoroughfare |nAr||n?ton. The district includes two-famly dwellings
displaying both Graftsman- and Colonial Revival-style features. NMst retain original
porches, entryways, and garages. . - _ .

Typical of the districts single-famly residences is anintact ;lnrégle story bungal ow
at 62 Qvis Road. The buildi'ng displays both Col onial Revival | Oaftsnan-syle
detailing. Anang the well-preserved two-famly residences, the buildi n? at 16-18Qvis

Roed is Iintact two-story stucco strcuture with Colonial Revival and Qaftsnman styling.
Behind the bu||d|n&l\|(%a smal | original garage. ,
HSITGRCGL SQNH of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it,

and howit affected conmuni tf; be specific). _

Qivs Roed vas platted in 1918 on'land that had previously been part of John P
Squire's narket garden farm Mrket gardening was a significant segnent of Arlington's
eC until the early 20th century, wen farners were forced increasingly

to sell their land to devel opers. Qvis Roed Historic District was one of

the nost successful of these devel opnents, uniting careful ly detailed single -
and two-famly hones with green spaces unusual for nost of the town's mddl e-
. class neighborhoods. The coomunity was sited adjacent to Missachusetts Avenue, one
of the the najor thoroughfares toBoston, and was convenient for mddl e-i ncone
comnmut ers traveling bot public transportation andintheir om autonobil es.

The presence of a nunber of ca. 1920 garages beside nany of these hones attests .
to the inportance of the auto for the prospective inhabitants of Qvis Road.

E\@}”' -
%@%ﬂn s%lr TNER issignificant for its well-preserved andfinely detailed

518@ eBegich t &oWantll hadwel | ings, and for its associationwith Arlington's suburban .
dpirtests EjEt‘blee\MtpﬁtArdeqﬁe@ofArtlhe?mm Advocate. A singul arly cohesiveé nei ghbor hood,
t HOWi adlceyr&@)nsAhlnaSgnty of location, design, “setting, materials, worknranship,
alteP3f eShnipgy; N P nigat Ak dseria_Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.
Arlington Directories of 1869/ 70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923 .
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DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

Arlington MRAY Orvis Road Historic District

Area C
Criteria AC

MO H STOR C NAME

n/a

n/a

n/m

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
ala ,

n/a

Vii
n/a

n/a

n/a=not applicable

STREET ADDRESS
6-8 Orvis Road
11 Orvis Road
12 orvi s Road
15- 17 Orvis Road

16- 18 Orvis Road

27-29 orvi s Road
30 Orvis Road
31 Orvis Road
32 Orvis Road
35 Orvis Road
36 Orvis Road
39 Orvis Road
40 Orvis Road
53 Orvis Road

54 Orvis Road

NC- noncontri buti ng

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

1918-1930

STYLE

Col oni al Revival
Craftsman

Col oni al Revival
Craftsman

Col oni al Revival/
Craftsman

Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman

Colonial Revival/
Craftsman



DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

Arlington MRAY Qvis Road Historic District, continued

MG< H STORI C NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE

n/a J 57 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman

n/a 58 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

n/a 61 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungalow

n/a 62 orvi s Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

n/a 74 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

n/a 78-80 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman

n/a 82 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman

n/a 83 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungalow

n/ a ot 88 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungal ow

n/ a 38-40 Newocomb Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival






WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Orvis Road Historic District (Arlington MRA)

Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS

rH resubmission

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date: ~
fr77~n

Date Due
Action:

CU nomination by person or local government

EJ owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Projierty

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

L'ACCEPT

_i=rflrefuRN
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

* request appeal CU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition
excellent

(m good

o fair

Check one

| deteriorated unaltered

altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

» summary paragraph

EZ\ completeness ,

e clarity

« alterations/integrity
e dates

| I boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

date.

MR 6 195
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8. Significance » A

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

summary paragraph

completeness S.
clarity Yo S
applicable criteria . ' >

justification of areas checked

relating significance to the resource

context

relationship of integrity to significance

justification of exception

other '

. Major Bibliographical References

AEGeographical Data
Acteage of nominated property
/ Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed.

Date

Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet

N\



FPRMVA - AFA Formnunbers inthis area Area letter

-NASSAUHETS HSTARCAL AW TSI ON MA C

80 Boyl ston Street, Boston, MAQ2i 16

TaNn  Arlington, M\

Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple toleft side of form Nane of area (if any) Qrvis Road

Phot 0 nuniber
Historic District

General date or period  1918-1930

Sketch nap. Draw a general nap of the area indicating properties within it,
Nuntoer each property for which individual inventory forns have been conpl eted.
Label streets (including route nunbers, if any) andindicate north. (Attacha
separate sheet if space here i snot sufficient)

UTM:
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19/1S23S70/969"=" ZD

Recor ded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservatiot
M anner
Organi zation Mass. Historical Gonmssion

Date January 1985
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ATITEOWR'\L S GN HGANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Ovis Road Historic District is conprised of twenty-six single- andtwo-famly
residences built between 1918 and 1930. There areno intrusions. The residences were
all part of a devel opnent plan; the houses overlook a carefully landscaped grassy
median strip that is planted with trees and flowering shrubs. 1t is the only such
residential thoroughfare inArli n?ton. The district includes two-famly dwellings

di splaying both Qraftsman- and Col onial Revival-style features. Mst retain original
porches, entryways, and garages.

Typical of the districts single-famly residences is an intact single story bungal ow
at 62 Ovis Road. The building displays both Colonial Revival and Qaftsman-syle
detailing. Anong the well-preserved two-famly residences, the buildi nt}; at 16-18 Qvis
Road i sintact two-story stucco strcuture with Colonial Revival and Graftsman styling.
Behind thebuilding isa small original garage.

HST(RCAL SAQNHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it,
and how it affected comunity; be specific).

Oivs Road vas platted in 1918 on land that had previously been part of John P
Squire's luarket garden farm Market gardening was a significant segnent of Arlington's
econony until theearly 20th century, when farners were forced increasingly

to sell their land todevel opers. The Ovis Road Historic District was one of

the nost successful of these devel opnents, uniting carefully detailed single -

and two-famly hones with green spaces unusual for nost of thetown's mddle-

cl ass neighborhoods. The community was sited adjacent to Massachusetts Avenue, one
of thethe major thoroughfares toBoston, and was convenient for mddle-incone
commuters traveling both by public transportation and i ntheir own autonobiles.

The presence of a nunber of ca. 1920 garages beside nany of these hones attests
to theinportance of the auto for theprospective inhabitantsof Ovis Road.

(R TEVA KIR BALLATI ON

The Ovis Road Historic District is significant for its well-preserved and finely detail
single and tvvo-fam'le/ dwel lings, and for its associationwth Arlington's suburban

Devel opnent i nthe first decades of the20th century. A singularly cohesive nei ghborhoo
the district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanshinp,

and feeling, and neets criteria A and Cof theNational Register of Historic M aces.

B B GEAFHY and/ or REFHRENES o

1875 Bears & . Atlas

1884 Birds Eye View of Arlington, Arlington Advocate.

1891 Stadley & (. Atlas

1923 Sanborn Mp . Atlas

Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923,

Reprint 10/ 82



DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Arlington MRA/Orvis Road Historic District

Area C

Criteria AC

MHG# HISTORIC NAME
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a

n/a=not applicable

STREET ACDRESS
6-8 Orvis Road
11 Orvis Road
12 Orvis Road
15- 17 Orvis Road

16- 18 Orvis Road

27-29 Orvis Road
30 Orvis Road
31 Orvis Road
32 Orvis Road
35 Orvis Road
36 Orvis Road
39 Orvis Road
40 Orvis Road
53 Orvis Road

54 Orvis Road

NC=noncontr ibuting

DATE G- GONSTRUCTT ON
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930

ca. 1918-1930

ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930
ca. 1918-1930

ca. 1918-1930

23.

STYLE

Col oni al Revival
Craftsman

Col oni al Revival
craftsman

Col oni al Revival/
craftsmn

Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman
Col oni al Revival
Craftsman

Col oni al Revival/
Craftsman
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D STR CT DATA SHEET 24,

Arlington MRAY/ Ovis Road Historic District, continued

MO H STCR C NAME STREET ALCRESS DATE OF CONSTRUCTION  STYLE

na 57 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman

n/a 58 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

n/a 61 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungal ow

n/a 62 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

n/a 74 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival/
Craftsman

na 78-80 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 craftsman

n a 82 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman

n a 83 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungal ow

n a 88 Orvis Road ca. 1918-1930 Craftsman/Bungal ow

na 38-40 Newcomb Road ca. 1918-1930 Colonial Revival
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
iInventory—Nomination Form

OMB NO. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Continuation sheet Item number Page
Multiple Resource Area dnr-il
Thematic Group
Name Arlington Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS'
Nomination/Tvoe of Review Date/Signature
Mz / Z A [
1. Tewft Center Historic  District  (rj'o«"N>""" -j-I Keeper IN ANATN A VA
Attest
2 Pierce FarmHistoric District —A"AMM*TRANMAGLEH(MPe,'- O0<] LANNAWAATAC. AAN
Nat
Attest
3. Kensington Park Historic  Digtrict Entered In %\x“Aepe® yAN. M- yEU AU 9A
i“ational Beglster
Attest
'4. Orvis Road Historic District Entered in tlie ~("r*eoer |yZSIJM-MurtAhi''-N 2M 7/7<
Attest
5. Allyn House Nfeice? MIVMp "Meper NUIN-A-MNVM-ow AN\
Attest
5. Arlington  Coal & Lumber Ba*er»d In AAepec YZICUA, tMYSM<A AAN
Itetlonal legprTOe [/
Attest
7. Arlington  Gadight Company -CNi—" in j1"eper AtyN-AT-iySYA
Attest
3. Arlington Pumping Station ~ y Keeper
[fetl*nul Jteffleter Attest
9. Arlington  Reservoir MuuiaJ-tHa . Jtetv? | eeper [AXINIYUA N ANNA
Attest
10. Bapti st Soci ety Meeting 'AMAN A N '<"eegpev YAMN LAY AN

At t est



WASO Form -177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Ovis Road Historic District (Arlington MRY

M ddl esex County
MSSACH EETTS

y N resubmission

e nomination by person or local government

0 owner objection
O appeal

Substantive Review: IHI sample

Reviewer's comments:

Working No. "Az>A/M
Fed. Reg. Date: ¢~/ 6 >

Date Due
Action:

fentered In tiifl
llatlociaa. Beel 9t'

LAtSAApYV
.RETURN.
.REJECT _

Federal Agency:

* request * appeal CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent i | deteriorated unaltered

n good I lruins altered

« fair im unexposed

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
D completeness !

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

date.

/

9Z"Z"<.
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

im summary paragraph

CU completeness

CD clarity ! A
CU applicable criteria ~ !
CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary descnption and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12 State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone..

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet












