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1. Name
historic Boston Post Road Historic District
and/or common same
2. Location '3.-ft.5.i-: [3-FN ;A
street & number i7iultiple; See attached list KIf\. not for publication
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture X museum

building(s) private unoccupied A commercial X park

structure -A_ both work in progress X educational X private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious

object / _ in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered JL- yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
Multiple; See attached |ist
nane
street & number
city, town toUr vidnity o state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry o deads ec. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
City, town Canbridge gae Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assets of
title the Commonwealth : HABS hes this propaty bean deeminad digible? yes X no
1972: 1934 (Lawyer's Office/ Al pheus Bigelow Jr. Law Office)

date 1980: 1936 (Gol den Ball Tavern) federal state county locd

depostory for arvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission: Washington, D.C.

city, town Boston state M assachusetts



7 Description vVeston: iioston i“ost Road Historic District

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
X good ruins X. altered X moved date (see text)
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Boston Post Road District i nWstonruns east towest for 3| mles
from thevValthamline to theiVayland line, cividing thetow into two

nearly equal parts. The district enconpassesthehistoric town center of
Weston, as well as thebest preserved section of theState's major |[8th
century east-west connector. Exhibiting residential, comrercial, and public
bui l dings which date from t he 18t hthrough 20th centuries, the district
retains a rural atmosphere. Totalling approximately 760 acres i nsize, the
Boston Post Road District contains 170 major buildings and nmany barns and
out bui I di ngs.

Uoon entering Weston from t he east on t he Post Road, t helandscape i s dom
inated by theinterchangingranps for Route 128 (not included). Past this,
the gently curving Post Road becones a tree-shaded highway with fine homes
wel | spaced and set back from thestreet. On either side of theroadthe
land i sgently rolling, with a slight drop-off on thenorth tothe valley

of Three Mile Brook. Approximately i mle westward into thedistrict, the
roadway splits toinclude Crescent Street (the ol dPost Road) and an 1855
by-pass which i scurrently termed the Post Road. | nthemddle third

of thedistrict, a 1931 by-pass circunmvents thecenter of town i nasoutherly
direction. Upon | eaving Weston on t hewest, thecharacter of theroad changes
dramatically to commercial strip devel opment.

At either end, t he Boston Post Road District 1 sresidential i n character:
its rural atnosphere i sperhaps nore pronounced i nthewestern section. I n
the mddle (north of the 1931 by-pass? | s Weston's town center, whichi s
domnated by the Wston Town House (33) and extensive Town Geen (P2). The
center consists of two other public buildings (115f 119). an 18t hcentury
tavern (116), three churches (31, 35. 117). a fewone and two story conmer-
cial buildings, and several residences converted t o business use.

The significance of the Boston Post Road arose i nprehistoric times, when
the main native trail from theBoston basin to the Connecticut River Valley
followed this axis. As a colonial period highway, the Post Road continued
as a primary east-west connector and was thefocus of settlement; high-
style Ceorgian features distinguish this eraof building. During the early

19th century, [imted new constructionand remodelling occurred ont he

Post Road. The late 19thand early 20th centuries were generally even |ess
active, although almost al | of thearea's public buildings -- executed i n
|ate Victorian and Col oni al Revival styles — date from this period.

The district thus contains exanples of architecture extending over a
period of 250 years. W ¢thin thedistrict arepublic buildings, residences,
commercial buildings, barns (three of them -- 77, 139, and | 65-- possibly
18th century), stables, outbuildings, two schools, two 1850's school
bui l dings converted into residences, five churches, a former church which
is now a residence, four parks, two old cemeteries, and two [8th century
taverns. Two properties (41 and 139) are already listed i ntheNational
Register, and two (139 and 179) have been recorded by HABS

Most structures are 2 to 2i stories i nheight and of wood frame construction.
(continued)
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Nunber

x4

10

11

12

13

14

NO'E  "Historical"

nane of building on first [line;

Legal owner's name on second line.

PROPERTY MMWP | NDEX: Buildings (Red) and Lots

Addr ess

137 Bostori Post Road

161 "

177 "

181 "

193 "

215 "

221 "

223 "

225

10 Crescent Street

21

247 Boston Post Road

27 Crescent Street

251 Bost on Post Road

NORTH SI DE
Nane of Buil ding

Robi nson Of fices, "Century Building"
Mass. Broken Stone Co.

Ri chard Robi nson House
See 137 Boston Post Road

Lenuel Jones House
Margaret Gifford School, Inc.

Davi d Moul ton Kel | ogg House
David M Jr. & Marion Kellogg

Anos Hobbs House
Arthur B £&Sybil Johnson

Edward Fiske House
Florence B. & Henry M Merrill
Land Trust
c/o Gaston, Snow h Ely Bartlett
1 Federal St., Boston, M\ 02110

Henry Merrill, Jr . House
Scephen-PT' & Fatricia-Waish now
Ken Schadegg & Roger Dickinson
John Hopki ns House
John K 6 Tensi Hopkins

George S Perry House #2
Antliony J. Jr. & Jean M M| one

Henry Perry House
Edward W & Frances V. Marshall

Luther Harrington House
Edwin B Sears

George S Perry House #1
Robert W & Fay B. Starner

Benj. Pierce First Tavern
Joseph M | one

Joseph Hagar House
Alfred L. & Mary G Aydel ott

I M

Dat e

1870

1890

1757, 1822

1949

1801

1867, 1890

1950

1979

1884

1931

1812

c. 1875

c. 1750

1809



Nunber

15

16

17

18

18a

19

19a

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Addr ess
29 Crescent Street

Road

255-7 Boston Post

39 Crescent Street

49 "

Lot

277 Boston Post Road

Lot "

293 "

313 o

311

309 "

315 "

317

321 *

327 "

Victor

335 "

22 Church Street

| ndex

NCRTH S| DE

Nane of Buil ding

Sears Caretaker's House
See 21 Crescent St. - E B. Sears

Cassi dy House

Robert T. IIl & Bettye C Freeman

Char| es Bi gel ow House
Howard Gambrill, Jr .

Rev. Sanuel Kendal House #1

James T. & Patricia M Jensen
Janmes T. & Patricia M Jensen
M s. Sears Caretaker's House
Town of Weston
Town of Weston

Ms. Francis Sparhawk Sears House
Thonmas F. & Mary P. Cook
W nt hrop Kenney House
Frederick W & Sandra Bowers
Robert W nsor Stable
Sandra S Gee

Robert W nsor House
Peter J. & Jean Panzarino

Char| es Kenney House
Ruth C Peakes

Ms. F T. Gay's House
Wesley W Jr. & Betty Marple

Merton Wlliams House
Brooks A |l & Gale Parker

Victor Harni sh House

C & Marjorie R Harnish

Frank Onen House
Margaret B, Onen

Eli sha Jones House
John P. Vitello

2 M

Dat e

1923

c. 1878

c.1837

1803

c. 1861

1919

1929

1884

1884

1885

1880

1959

1951

1951

1755



Nunber

30

31

32

33

34

35

N36

38

39

40

(40 d~ Trot—ineliid ed)

41
No42
N 43

44

Addr ess

3 Conant Road

Bost on Post Roadcor .
Church Street

6 Conant Road

Town House Road

391- 407 Boston Post R,
now

David Cayno

7™ Sheffield Road

Newt on, Mr. 02160

409- 415

439 "

483

505 "

527 "

543 "

19 Concord Road

625 Boston Post Road

633

639

| ndex

NORTH SI DE
Nane of Building

First Parish Parsonage /
First Parish Church

First Parish Church
First Parish Church

Ri chardson House
Her bert & El ai ne Ber man

West on Town Hal |
Town of Weston

West on Pharmacy, Wal t hamFederal Savings
HeXexLj Carver, Trustee

F. &H Trtist---
c/o StanlexJ"ajrd-
-BErO-Bok 179, Chestnut Hill, M "02167 —

Frederick A Crafts & Victor G Pesek

Christian Science Church
Christian Science Church

Lanson Tailor Shop 1800,

Bernice G Caffrey

Mabel Burrage House
Mabel G Burrage

Charl es \hitney House
Charles A & Jane H \hitney

Artenmus Ward, Jr . House
Beverly B Campbell & W Donald Canpbell

Rev. Samuel Wodward House
FralTk- - Spro-l ¢ n ow
David L, & Jenifer N Kasdon
Bal dwin Tavern Site (Wl ff House)
Ctto E & Doris Wolff

Constance ful enwi der House
Constance M Ful enwi der

I saac Fi ske-Josoph Field Houao
Frodorick Il. Lovejoy

3 M

Dat e

1913

1888

. 1900

1917

. 1920

. 1920

1913

1953

. 1862

. 1910

1785

1753

1935

1948

1805



Nunber

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

53

55

55a

56

57

59

Addr ess

643 Boston Post Road

647

649

651

655

657

659

661

663

669

671

Lot

681

683

687

689

NORIH S DE
Nane of Building

CGeorge K Saurwein House
Aubrey E Jones, Trustee
Lyal | Land Trust
Webbville Enterprises

30 Colpitts Rd., Weston, M\ 02193

Horace Hews House
PhilTiip D -fe-'™ferccdoo -Baae-frt?

David K Smth House
David K & Nancy Smith

Abraham Hews, Jr . House
-PStttjla Hr-tTh-  now
Robt. D &Priscilla A Oliver

Al'l an VWheeler, Jr . House
Allan T. Jr. & Phyllis \heeler

First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church

Baptist Church House
First Baptist Church

0' Bri an House
Jos. Wbl enski & Barbara Pul aski

Baptist Stable
Nathan T. & Hilda Pl ace

Funder bur k House
Wlliam A & Hazel Funderburk

Bradford Campion House
William & Barbara Rowe

Town of Weston

Anne E. and Stuart A. Rooney

Olo liauLLSt Parsonage
Susan V, Magie

Baptist Parsonage
First Baptist Church

Samuel A. Fitch House
Carolyn H. Ely

| ndex 4 M

Dat e

1964

1863

C 1880

1794, 1824

1949

1923

1890

C 1840

1855

C.1870

C.1855

1830

1830

1937

C.1925



Nunber

60

61

62

N 63

70

70a

ANT1

72

72a

Addr ess

693 Bost on Post

695

699

703

705

707

709

713

715

725

751

751

745

761

Lot

| ndex 5M

NORTH S| DE
Nane of Buil ding Dat e
Rose Gannon House c. 1920

Robert A & Mary Nol an

A H nevs Carriage House 1880
M chael B. & Bonni e Donham

Al bert Horatio Hews Mansi on 1880
John L. & Margaret Wacker

Fred J. Perkins House c. 1950
Frederick J. Perkins

Donal d W Brewster House c. 1950
Donal d W Brewster

John R Stutz House c. 1950
John R & Marguerite Stutz

Joanne B. Hanm House c. 1945
Frank C & Joanne Hannn

Stanl ey Kellogg House c.1940
Samuel & Cynthia Wl pert

Charl es Dorrance House c.1935
Edward H Jr. & Susan Leem ng

Al bert B Hunt House c.1934
Al bert B. & Frances Hunt

Joseph Herrington House c. 1725
Frank B. Carter

Bar n c, 1890
Sarah F. Blackett
P.Q Box 295
Newport, RI 02840
(Commonly known al so as 745. Several
properties listed with assessorsand
street list at sanme numnber.)

Hel en Johnson House 1959
Morris McClintock

Mark C Sibley House c. 1839
See 751 - Carter

Frank Carter



Nunber

73

74

N TS5

k 76

77

T7a

78

N 79

X 80

Na?2

N 83

84

85

86

N 87

AJdr ess

775 Boston Post Road

787

795

805

811

Lot

823

829

839

825

84Q

855

863

3 Plain Road

104 Boston Post Road

152

NCRTH S| DE

Nane cf Building

Robert C Dowel| House
Robert C & | vy Dowel |

Nat hani el Coolidge's "Vineyard"
Charles P. Gorely, Jr. Estate

Marjorie Packard House
Patricia A Kelley

Miroslav Krek House
Mroslav R & Marija Krek

Ral ph Abranms House
David J. Connolly

Frank Carter

Joseph Livermore House
John & Mary Noble

Elinor MKenzi e House
Elinor F. McKenzie

Robert Lucente House
Robert D & Lois Lucente Trs,

Al bert E Scott, Jr. House
Albert E Jr. &€ denna Scott

Ant hony d' Antonio House
Anthony J, is Enmelia d' Antonio

Paul St. George House
Floreiice A. St. Ceorge

Al pheus H Bigelow, Jr .
Robert C & Jane K Vé¢bb

Janes Livermore House
John C Jr. £Bryn Madden

SAJH Sl DE

Nat hani el Sibley House
See #1 -- Mass. Broken Stone

Dr. Roper Prescott House
', ¢ G & Karen Prescott

| ndex

6 M

Dat e

1965

0. 1777

1959

c. 1940

c. 1790

by 1?57

1955

1977

1946

1956

1969

1827

C 1747

1854

1950



Nunber

88

~89

N

90

90a

91

92

93

94

98

100

102

Addr ess

158 Bost on Post Road

5 Summer Street

178 Boston Post Road
Lot "B

190 "

1 Rolling Lane

208 Bost on Post Road

214 "

222

228

234

256

| ndex 7 M

SAJIH S| DE
Nanme of Building Dat e
Ceorgi na Hagar House 1900

Charles J. Precourt RE Trust
Union Ave., S Sudbury, M\ 01776

Dr. Kenneth Bryant House 1948
Irmagard K & Kenneth Bryant

Gen. Jean Loui s Gourgas House 1842
sW-Hiam-ih" TS Ann Barry

M riam & John Brooks
.29 Sunmer St., Weston, MA 02193

George Wh Bent | ey House 1922
Wlliam C & Judith Wod

John E Knight House 1965
Al bert & Susan Kel sey

Wlliam Law ence House 1835
Jackson W Jr, & Martha Wi ght

John W Boyd House 1890
Wodie C & Margaret Flowers
Arthur Havel i n House 1926

Walter H & Caroline W Pal mer

Charles Harrington House C 1800
Richard-Jr-&-eharlotte-M -Coney

Ranel ai i - & fAn«d a-B a-n-k Davi d & Kat herine Treadway

Dr. Paul F. Gyska House 1926
Dr. Paul F. & Barbara G Gyska

Onen C Howe House 1910

e Adoli W & Barbara F. Karchner

J. § Could House c. 1850

Brendan A & winifred Mher



Nunber

102a

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

[11d

112

113

114

115

116

Addr ess

Lot, Boston Post Road

270

280

286

10 W nsor Vay

12 Wel l esl ey Street

320 Bost on Post Road

334

336

338

Lot

28 School

Street

348 Bost on Post Road

11 School

Street

354 Bost on Post Road

.J8

| ndex

SQJTH Sl DE
Narme of Buil ding

David W Freeman & § Susan Thral |
91 Pinckney St., Boston, M\ 02114

George F. Bl ake House
Wlliam J. & Judith Bellissimo

School house on t he Rock
Janes B. & Mary Eileen Mil doon

Ral ph Guilliams House
Mary T. Savino

Ann B. Wnsor House #2
Jean N & Ranona N Tari ot

Ann B. Wnsor House #1
Gordon L. & Marguerite B. \Weeler

St. Peter's Episcopal Church
St. Peter's Episcopal Church

Sanmuel Kendal House #2
Lucy R Rand

Ms. Charles O. Richardson House
Thonmas L. Schendorf

Dr. Otis Hunt House
Henry P. Jr. & Jean R Becton

Xhoowui - -G~ -Van. -Mry?
XXk-0-.- -Boii- -22-5r -Xok-yo™ “pa- a
Henry Becton - see above

George Smth House
Cecil T. TSP<}tn??m"ptwir = Vaughan

Dr. Fred W Jnckson House
Herman F, & Beatriz L. Vandevenne

John Paradee House
J. Edward Pawl i ck

Weston Public Library
Town of Weston

.Josiah Smith Tavern
Society forthe Preservation of
New lingland Antiquities
141 Canbridge St., Boston, M\ 02134

8 M

Dat e

1904

1853

1970

. 1900

1894

1957

1810

1965

1848

1853

1889

1856

1898

1757



Nunber

117

7 118

119

120

121

122

123

N124

125

N 126

127

128

129

130

131

Addr ess

374 Bost on Post

374

426

430

436

508
450

458

464-478

486

494

510

542

544

al so

Road

| ndex 9 M

SAJTH S| DE
Nanme of Building Dat e
St. Julia's Catholic Church 1921

Ronan Catholic Arch, of Boston

St. Julia's Rectory 1972
See #374 above.

Weston Fire Station 1914
Town of Weston

L. Davenport Boyd Office c. 1880
oL-.-Da"veTrptyrt--ftuyTi Boyd Properties Associates
P.Q Box 198, Weston, M\ 02193

Arthur Leiby's Store C 1885
See Bovd above.

George Washington Smth House c. 1800
See Boyd above. Boyd Properties Associates

Coburn Bl ock c. 1880
Estate of Raynmond W Coburn
c/o Edward W Coburn
171 Church St., Weston, M\ 02193

Bay- Bank M ddl esex C 1930
Bay- Bank M ddl esex

Her sum Bl ock 1890
Eileen F. DeVito, Trustee
706 Boston Post Rd., Weston, MA 02193

Od Post Office c. 1950
B B. & R Realty Trust
P Q Box 198, Weston, M\ 02193

Marshal | Jones Carriage Shed 1824
ATti-gM-Eo-*-Grl-a-M-Hacock now
Hilary Snart

Abraham Hews House 1765
Boyd -- seeabove listings. 1824

R M Bradley Office 1930
David B. & Roberta P. Colpitts

Abel J, Colpitts Office 1930
+ 3'Cabove,

I saac Fiske's Barn 1805

‘lerardi Real Estate Corp,



Nunber

fr. 132

133

N 134

A 135

136

137

N 138

138a

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

Addr ess

596 Bost on Post Road

640

642

646

650

654

Lot

662

670

672-4-6

678

680

682

686

688

| ndex

SQJTH Sl DE
Nane of Building

BEd Abbott's Gulf Service
Edward L. Abbott, Jr .

| saac Fiske's Law Office
See above, Town of Weston,

Bartlett M Haut haway House
Bartlett M Haut haway

George R Harris House
George R &€ Oive V. Harris

Stephen C Col pitts House
C Eldridge & Anne M Mbrgan

W lliam F. Sherborne House
Wlliam H MEl wain

Carl E Gilbert House
Robert S Bridges & Mary S Erskine

Town of Weston

Gol den Ball Tavern
Howard Gambrill, Trustee

VWi ttenmore House
See First Baptist Church.

Bl ake Munson House
Blake E & Patricia Minson

Daniel J, Catti House
oH- fx-"K- -Sier-,- -Tm "t eee-
- -BrnkeT-s- Mttue-1- -Tm"t-
ogaO -ftrrrl-bMoTr St-.-,- "*ewt?n-,- -M\ - - 02167
Sara C Bonnet
Edward Carlrnan House
Robert D & Sandra Morrison

Robert O. Burr>s House
Robert O. @ Hm". Burns

John D, Dt'caiuMS House
Demotro J. Decaneas

Percy Warren House
Catherine Warren

10 M

Dat e

C 1935

1805

1959

1955

c. 1870

1888

1963

1768

1892

1850

1922

1925

1925

1926

1917



Nunber

147

148

149

150

131

151a

Tk 152

153

N 154

156

N 157

157a

158

15.3a

Addr ess

692 Boston Post Road

694

696

700 *

7 Highland Street

Lot, Boston Post Road

706 "

14 Irving Road

724 Boston Post Road

730

734-6

740

Lot

770

Lot B

| ndex

SAJIH S| DE
Nanme of Building

Edward Briggs House
Edward C & Mary Briggs

Janes Miller House
James |. ||l & Lorraine Mller

George P. CGuttery House
John & Margaret Ryan

West Center School
Robert Lupo

Amerigo B. Bianchi House
Margaret V. Bianchi

Evel yn Connol ly

809 Boston Post Rd., Weston, M\ 02193
Jerem ah Cronin House

Eileen F. DeVito

C A Schuhle House
Rose E Schuhl e

Red Barn Nursery School
Red Barn Nursery School

Law ence Caruso House
Lawrence & Cam || a Caruso

Charles Livernmore House
John B Paine Estate
Chas. Paine Estate, Room 409
100 Federal St., Boston, M\ 02110

Louis DeVito House
Louis & Marie DeVito

John R Kirk, Kirk Trust
85 Love Lane, Weston, M\ 02193
(See atcaclieu exclusion.)

Alonzo Kettle House
Robert & Kathl een Matiiews

Robert M C Shea & John E Seth, Tr.

r/o Wthington, Cross, Park & G oden

73 Tr. nont St ., Boston, M\ 02108
(See attaeiu'd cxclu.sion.)

11 M

Dat e
1932 A

1926

1925

1851

1929

1950

c. 1930

1958

1962

1846

1961

C 1850



M

I ndex 12
NATI ONAL REQ STER GF H STCR C PLACES
| NVENTCRY -- NCM NATI ON FORV
BCOSTON PCsT ROD H STCRI C DI STRICT, VEESTON MASS
PARTI AL EXCLUS O\S
Beyond 300 foot Residence District B as shown on Zoning Map, Town of Weston, 1978.
I ndex
Nunber Addr ess
Location of twobelow parcels areadjacent oneither side of 770 Boston
Post Road.

157a Lot, Boston Post Road John R Kirk, Trustee

85 Love Lane, Weston, MA 02193
158a Lot "B"', Boston Post Road Robert M O Shea & John E Seth,

c/lo Wthington, Cross, Park & G oden
M\ 02108

73 Trenont Street, Boston,

Terms of exclusionfromhistoric district nom nation, approved by Weston Historical

Conmi ssion, 7/15/80, which apply t otwoabove |ots:

"Reference ts made t othe property consisting of 36,098 acres
of land, shown as 'Kirk Estate' onplan of land entitled 'Planof

Land i n Weston, Mass., Everett M Brooks Co., Civil Engineers,

June 26, 1978', Plan No. 890 of 1978, M ddl esex South Deeds, refer-
red t oat Book 13512, Page 335. A portion of said 36,098 acres was
conveyed i n1980, as Lot B shown on Plan No. 159 of 1980, M ddl esex
South Deeds, appearing at Book 13899, Page 100. Al | portionsof

said 36,098 acres lying southerly of the 300 foot zoning line

paral -

lel t oBoston Post Road, as shown on said Plan No. 890 of 1978
(including, but not |imted to, theland subsequently conveyed as

Lot B) areexcluded fromthe historic district."



Nunber
A 159

A 160

N o161

AN bl

N 163

164

165

166

167

A 163

‘K 169

170

Addr ess
786 Bost on

794

798

800

802

808

820

6 Buckskin

850 Bost on

860

Post Road

*!

Drive

Post Road

3 Appl ecrest Road

ioston Post

Road

| ndex

SAJIH Sl DE

Nane of Buil ding

Donald J. Cleary House
Donald J. & Cecilia Cleary

Peter P. Canpi sano House
Rev. Paul E & June Shanabrook

Robert E Stubbs House
Robert E Jr . ik=NaHe5' =it Hbb6- -

Peter F Davis House
Peter F. & Karen Davis

Robert F. Norton House
Robert F. & Marjorie Norton

Janmes E Regan House
James E & Hel en Regan

Al fred Hobbs House
See above -- Frank B Carter, Jr.

Dean Dairy (Cowpcn Farm
Al bert J. & Evelyn Isgur

Tashjian House
J. T. or T. C Tashjian
33 Trask Rd., Peabody, MA 01960

John J. Crowl ey House
John J. Jr. & Abina Crow ey

John R Sinpson House
Editii T. Sinpson

Al pheus Bigelow, Jr. LawOffice
Sane as above, Sinpson.

13 M

Dat e
1941

€. 1940

1946

c. 1950

1952

1960

1835

1859

1979

1969

1950

c. 1811



Index 14 M

PROPERTY MAP INDEX: PARKS, MOMMENTS & GREEN AREAS

NORTH SIDE
Pl. Cast iron Watering Trough (c.1890) continually filled with flowers or greens,
P2. The Weston Town Green (1917), Arthur Shurcliffe, Landscape Architect.
P3. Lanson Park, Town House Road. A native stone honors Captain Sanuel Lanson
and the 103 M nute Men who narched to Lexington on April 19, 1775.
P4, Stone honoring General Knox set up by the Commonweal th.
P5. Stone honoring Lieutenant Charles Henry Fi.ske (1896 - 1918).
P6. Soldiers Park, given by descendants of Isaac and Augustus Fiske i n honor

of Lieutenant Charles Henry Fiske.

SAJIH Sl DE

P7. Canbridge Reservoir land. City of Canbridge.

P8. Children's Park.

P9. Stone stating "George Washington passed this place on hiswy to Canbridge
to take command of the Patriot Arny, June 1775 July".

PIO. Farnmers Burying Gound, oldest Weston Cenetery, first interment, 1703.

PIl. Burgoyne Elm Stunp and Inscription. The captured arny of General Burgoyne
canped nearby on its way to Wnter Hill.

P12, Stone honoring George Washington set up by the Commonweal t h.

P13. Central Cenetery, second ol dest Weston cemetery, earliest interment, 1792.
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and/or common same

2. Location "W | n

Sred & nurbe Multiple; See attached |ist A j~ not for publication

city, town iVeston hk vicinity of ARG nJIJINLI

dae M assachusetts code 025 county Middlesex ocode 017

3. Classification

Category Ownership status Present Use v
district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress X educational X private residence
site ilic Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object In process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
Multiple; See attached |ist

name

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

couthouse, regidry of desds eéic. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds

dregt & numbe 208 Canbridge Street

Cambridge

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assets of

state MBSsachusetts

title the Commonwealth » HABS hes this propaty bean detemined digible? yes X o
1972: 1934 (Lawyer's Office/Alpheus Bigelow Jr. Law Office)
date 1980: 1936 (Golden Ball Tavern) NLfedera ~ dae county locd

depostary for arvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission: Washington,

city, town Boston

D.C.

state Massachusetts



7 Description Weston: tioston Post Koad Historic iiisirici

Condition Checitone Checicone
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins K altered X moved date (see text)
fair unexposed

Describe thepresent and original (if thown) physical appearance

The Boston Post Road District i nV/eston runs east towest for 3i mles
from theiValthamline tothe Wyland [ine, dividin% thetown intotwo
nearly equal |oarts. Thedistrict enconpassesthehistoric town center of
Weston, as well as thebest preserved sectionof theState's myjor 18th
century east-west connector. Exhibiting residential, conmmercial, and public
bui l dings which date from the 18t hthrough 20th centuries, the district
retains arural atnosphere. Totalling approximtely 760acres i nsize, the
Boston Post Road District contains | 70major buildings and many barns and
out bui I dings.

Upoon entering Weston from t he east ont he Post Road, t helandscape i s dom
inated by theinterchangingranps for Route 128 (not included). Past this,
the gently curving Post Road becones a tree-shaded highway with fine homes
wel | spaced andset back from t hestreet. Qneither side of theroadthe
land i sgently rolling, with aslight drop-off onthenorth tothevalley

of Three M | e Brook. Approximately i mle westward into thedistrict,the
roadway splits toinclude Crescent Street (the ol d Post Road) and an 1855
b%/-pass. ich i scurrently termed thePost Road. | nthemddle third

of thedistrict, a 1931 by-pass circunvents thecenter of town i nasoutherly
direction. Upon | eaving Weston onthewest, thecharacter of theroad changes
dramatically tocomercial strip devel opnent.

At either end, t heBoston Post Road District i sresidential i n character;
its rural atnosphere i sperhaps nore pronounced i nt hewestern section. I n
the mddle (north of the 1931 by-passg | sWeston's town center, whichi s
dom nated by t he West on Town House (33) andextensive Town Geen (P2). The
center consists of two other public buildings (115. 119). an 18th century
tavern (116), three churches (31. 35. 117). a fewoneandtwo story commer-
cial buildings, andseveral resl dence« converted t o business use.

The significance of theBoston Post Road arose i nprehistoric times, when
the main native trail from t heBoston basin 7ot heConnecticut River Valley
followed this axis. As a colonial period highway, thePost Road continued
as a primry east-west connector and was thefocus of settlement; high-
style Ceorgian features distinguish this eraof bLljiIding. During theearly

19th century, limted newconstructi onand remodelling occurred on the
Post Road. Thelate 19thandearly 20th centuries were generally even |ess
active, although almost all of thearea's public buildings -- executed i n
late Victorian and Col oni al Revival styles — date from this period.

The district thus contains exanples of architecture extending over a
period of 250years. Wthin thedistrict arepublic buildings, residences,
comercial buildings, barns (three of them -- 7~. 139. and| 65— possibly
18th century), stables, outbuildings, twoschools, twol850's school
bui l dings converted into residences, five churches, a former church which
Is nowa residence, four parks, twoold cemeteries, andtwo |8th centur
taverns. Two properties ("1 and139) arealready listed i ntheNationa
Register, andtwo (139 and 179) have been recorded by HABS

Most structures are2 to 2i stories i nheight and of wood frame construction.
(continued)
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In general, buildings and grounds are well preserved and well|l maintained.
The district has no out of scale intrusions; recent buildings are, for
the nost part, one or tw story residences of Colonial or Georgian
Revival styles which harmonize with the historic structures. The |argest
nunber of these occur beyond the west end of the 1931 by-pass. Bui I dings
are all on their original sites except for the following: buildings 40,
70, 85. and 166 have been noved on their own property, building 70

three times; buildings 29. 36, 112, 131. and 150 have been noved to new
sites, building 29 tw times.

The Georgian style in the Post Road District is typically represented in

a two story, 5 bay structure with gable, hip, or ganmbrel roof, interior
chimeys, and a rear ell. The Colden Ball Tavern. 1768 (139). is probably
the district's best exanple of this style; listed in the Register in 1972
the building has a double hip roof, a classically framed doorway with
fluted pilasters and transom and 12/12 sash wi ndows. More typical
designs in this style include the Joseph Livermore House, _

1725 (78), Joseph Harrington House. 1725 (70), Nathaniel Coolidge's
Vineyard, ca. 1777 (74). Josiah Smth Tavern. (Photo ), 1757 ?116) and
the Artermus VWard House. 1785 (40)

Federal period buildings along the Post Road are usually 2 stories high
and 5 bays long, with a gable roof, interior chimeys, and a rearell.
Decorative details are ?enerally confined to the entrances, featuring
attenuated classical enframenents and occasional fanlights. The district's
h|gh-st¥le standard for the period is the Lenuel Jones House (3). a
remodel 1 ed 18th century structure; this 3 story, hip roof house displays
a pedinented 2 story portico and corner pilasters. The district is also
notable for itsnon-residential structures of the period: the Al pheus
Bigelow. Jr.. Law Office. 1811 (179) and the Isaac Fiske Law Office. 1805
(133) -- both one story structures with hip roofs. Typical buildings of
the Fer|od include the Abraham Hews House. 1765/1824 (128), the Al pheus
Blg?868M (%B)' House. 1827 (84). and the Charles Harrington House,

C. :

The Post Road's Geek Revival style is characterized by 2 story buildings
with gable roofs, about evenly divided between traditional 5 bay, center
entrance facades and contenporary 3 bay, front gable designs. Columed
porches, pilasters, and rear ells are also popular. Representative
exanpl es include the Charles Bigel ow House, 1837 (17), John Paradee House.
%ﬁgg &ﬁ%@f W lliam Lawence House. 1835~(93). and Alfred Hobbs House.

The Italianate style i s sparsely represented and traditional in
design, closely relatedto the area's Greek Revival format. The few,
early exanples here are generally 2i stories high with an end gable roof,
center entrance, paired eaves brackets, and corner pilasters. The best
surviving designs are the Nathaniel Sibley House. 1854 (86), Dr. Otis
Hunt House. 1848 (111), and George Smth House. 1853 (112).

(continued)
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Later Victorian styles areincreasingly restrained. Several large, but
plain Queen Anne andStick style houses (62, 113. and6) anda nodest
Mansard cottage (46) reveal a generally inactive building period.

h t heother hand, historical revival styles areprevalent i nthe Post

Road district. These multifarious buildings aregenerally 2 to2” stories

in height, with hiporridge roofs, often an academc entrance, and a

plethora of wings, porches, pavilions, anddornmers; wood shingles are

frequently used for wall sheathing. Eight public buildings demonstrate

a variety of academ c designs from medieval tocolonial revival; all of

these areconstructed of rrasonrY (3, 33, 35, 50, 108, 115, 117. 119 ) .

Domestic structures, Iar%ely following Colonial Revival influences range from
e Al bert Horatio Hews House, 1880?62; to the

the conpact dignity of t 02

pretentiousness of Ms. Francis Sparhawk Sears House, 1919



8- Significance Weston: Boston Post Road Historic District

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture X_religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~X_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_X_1900- communications JL_ industry politics/government transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates (see text) Builder/Architect (see text)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Boston Post Road District i simportant on both a local and state
level. First, i tisthehistoric center of Weston, which thrived on

the travelers' econony of thel8th and early 19th centuries. Second,
Weston contains thestate's best preserved segnment of this major east-west
connector as i t appeared i nthat era. The district contains important
exanples of architecturefrom that period as well as a significant
collection of buildings from a nuch |ater period of suburbanization. The
Post Road District retainsintegrity of design, materials, workmanship,
setting, and location; i tneets criteria A and C of theNational Register.

First settled i nthemd-17th century, the Town of Weston was incorporated
in 1713« The area now conprising Weston was originally part of Watertown,
known as the "Farner's Precinct" or "Watertown Farms." The renoteness

of themeetinghouse i nWatertown |ed thesettlers i nl665 torequest a
church of their own. The first church building was begun i n 1695 and
conpleted i n1710; t hepresent church (31) i sthefourth on the site.

During thecolonial period, Wston's econony was based primarily on
agriculture and grazing, serviced by a commercial center which energed
around t hemeetinghouse and spread along t he Post Road. This center
included a drygoods store, a tannery/shoemaki ng shop, a redware pottery,
sone doctors, and probably lawers as well. Stores nost [ikely occupied
parts of houses during this period, while small shops were |ocatedi n
out bui I dings.

The Boston Post Road, which was theprimary route to New York for over a
century, was a catalyst for devel opment here. Originally an Indian
trail, thefirst Post Rider traversed this road i n1673; i nl783the
first stagecoach travelled theroad. Wston boasted 4 to5 taverns
within a mle and half of each other along thePost Road, but only two
are known tosurvive: Josiah Smth's Tavern, 1757 (I116), and t he Gol den
Bal | Tavern, 1768 (139).

The Post Road i nWston was t he scene of nuch activity before and during
the Revolution. | nl774, a grouF of irate citizens organized the "Wston
Tea Party," paintingthemselves |ike Indians and raiding the Golden Ball
Tavern (139). bent on capturing i tsTory landlord. Fortunately, he was out
of town at thetime, but a great deal of windows and crockery was snashed
and theliquor supply seized.

(continued)
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A tablet i n Lamson Park (P3) commenorates Col onel Lanson and the 103
Weston nen who gathered nearby to march to Lexington on April 19, 1775,
Al'so passing through Wston over the Post Road were the artillery brought
from Fort Ticonderoga to relieve the siege of Boston, prisoners from the
battles of Bennington and Sarato?a, Burgoyne's defeated arny. Ceneral
Knox, and Lieutenant Colonel Paul Revere (who mentioned stopping at

the Gol den Ball Tavern for breakfast).

Notable travellers in the federal period included the troops sent to quel
Shay's rebellion. Presidents Washington and John Adans, and Ceneral Lafayette.

Al'though the Post Road continued to carry as many as 40 stagecoaches a
week by 1830, new turnpikes located north and south of Wston reduced

the importance of the Post Road early in the 19th century. Commrercial
stagnation gradually set in, with cottage industries and crafts sustaining
the area. Forenost anvn% these were the Sibley Machine Shop behind the

Nat haniel Sibley House (86) and the Shattuck School and Desk Factory behind
the Luther Harrington House (11). C special note is the pottery established
by Abraham Hews i n | 768 which operated for over a century i n \Wston --

flrst, probably, near the Abraham Hews House (128) and then at the Abraham
Hews, Jr. House (48).

The later 19th century saw increasingdevel opment of the Post Road District,
al though suburbanizationwas the only new trend which directly affected

or related to the district. After the mddle of the century, Weston was
served by two railroads running through the town, with one of a total of

six stations located in the town center. The resulting ease of transport-
ation between Boston and \Weston caused many Iarge country homes to be

built throughout the district, beginning c. 1870

Popul ation increased steadily during the late 19th and early 20th centuries
and both elaborate and nodest suburban hones clustered around the Post Road.
Devel opment peaked around the turn of this penturg with theconstruction

of virtuaIIY all of the district's institutional buildings. These include
the town hall (33). four churches (31, 35 50, 117). a library (115). and
fire station (119) -- all designed by Boston architects.

The later 20th century has been dominated by Boston-oriented suburbanization
in the Post Road District as well as \Weston as a whole. Several houses
here have been converted to conmmercial use, but building activity is other-

wise characterizedby residential infill, especially in the western part
of the district. Due to the foresight of itscitizens in establishing
parks and acquiring conservation [and, however, the District still retains

Its rural atnmosphere.

Typical of a small town center, residents of the Post Road District have
included an array of locally promnent citizens: farmers, town officials,
mnisters, mlitary nen, merchants, professionals, a few small manufacturers,
and well-to-do suburbanites.

(continued)
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The architecture of thedistrict reflects this social heterogeneity as
well as thevarious trends of historical devel opment. The best-devel oped
styles found along the Post Road are from the Georgian and Federal Periods
especially notable i sthedistrict's collection of intact taverns and

law offices. The Victorian residential styles are prettily designed but
mnor i ngeneral significance. The Iar%e scale but aesthetically nodest
institutional buildin%s fromthe turn of the century are the second nost

| mpressive category of buildings. A nunber of builders and architects

are known t o have worked here, beginning with housewrights Jeduthan

Bal dwin (29) and John Paradee (114) and extending to the local architect
Sanuel Mead (20, 23, 32), noted Boston architects such as Peabody and
Stearns (31). Joseph Chandler (32), and several |esser known regional
archite?ts)(Fox, Jenny and &gl e; Bigelow and Wadsworth, Clifford Albright,
inter alia).

A sanpling of representative buildingslwith historical significance follows.
The Nat haniel Sibley House (86) was built i n 1854, although use of the

property forgrist and saw mills goes back to 1679. | n 1831 Messrs. Cool-
| dge, Sibley, and Treat bought the property and erected a machi ne shop and
amll forcotton yarns, which continued under the sole ownership of

Nat hani el Sibley from 1859 to 1890. Also manufactured here were iron and
steel hardware, wood planing machines, the Sibley dove-tailer, andthe
Sibley pencil sharpener. The house i snoteworthy as a relatively
unchanged exanple of the Italianate style.

The inposing, three story Federal style Lenuel Jones House (3) incor-
porates a house built by Lemuel Jones before 1757; the present appearance
dates from c. 1807. when unrealized plans foruse as a tavern were nade.
The building was occupied from 815 to 1822 by the Massachusetts Senat or
James Lloyd, who sold to Jean Mark Gorgas, a descendent of Huguenot
nobility. The property i snow used as a school.

Across the street stands the house (£0? built 1 n1842 forJ. M Corgas
son, Jean Louis CGorgas, later a general i nthe Civil War. The housei s
an aspiring, though still traditional, exanple of the Geek Revival style.

The Edward Fiske House (6) was built c. 1867; it i sthefirst exanple of
the Stick Style i nWston, The assessnent on the house when built was
the highest 1 ntown fora residence.

In 1884, Robert Wnsor built hisHouse (23) and Stable (22), the latter
now a residence, i na simple Shingle style, Wnsor was a partner i n

Ki dder Peabody and (o, and a local |and developer; this was his first
house i ntown and the first house designed by the young Wston architect
Samuel Mead. Three other Wnsor houses were built across the Post Road
on what i s now Wnsor Wy (only two " are extant). .

(continued)
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The Dr. Otis Hunt House (111) was built 1 n1848 for Dr. Hunt and stood
on thenorth side of thePost Road until thelate 19th century. Inter-
rupting several doctors' occupancies was the Rev. Ednund Sears, minister
of the. First Parish Church and author of thehym, "It Gane Upon a

M dnight Clear." The house i sa particularly lovely exanple of the
Italianate style i nWston.

The Elisha Jones House (29). 1755. i san exceptionally fine Georgian
building with an interesting history. The house was originally built for
Elisha Jones, Weston's first recorded storekeeper, by housewight Jeduthan
Baldwin; i toriginally stood on Highland Street, Jones was activei n
town government for 28 years, filling several important civic posts, but
because of his Tory synpathies i n1776 he was forced toflee to Boston,
where he served under General Gage, The house was confiscated byt he
Commonweal th and sold i n1782 t o Col. Thonas Marshall, one of George

Washi ngton's officers. The house was noved twice i nthe 1880's, and
additions were nade i n1921 and 1932,

The First Parish Church (31). 1888, i sthefourth church building on _
this site; i treplaces a series of structures dat|nig from 1695. 1721 (with
extensive renovations i n1800%, and 1840 (atenple front Geek Revival
structure). The handsone cobbl estone structure was designed by Peabody
and Stearns i nan English Gothic style and holds a dom nant place i n the
town center near the Town Geen (sz. ~The Church contains stained glass
w ndows by Tiffany and Connick along with a bell cast by Paul Revere,

Just behind, on Church property stands theDavid Lane Estate | ce House.
Built i n1853 i na lavish Italianate manner, theice house i sa rare
survival of itsFeriod and theonly remaining structure of theestate of
David Lane, a silk importer i nthe China trade.

Two important civic buildings face thelarge, roughly elliﬁtical Town
Geen (P2). which was carved out of a swanp i n1917 by Arthur Shurcliffe,
| andscape architect. To thenorth i sthe Wston Town Hall (33). an

i mposing Colonial Revival structure of 1917 by t he Bostonarchitects

Bi gel ow and Wadsworth. The present structurereplaced a Geek Revival
style town hall which stood directly on t he Post Road.

Opposite the Town Geen on thesouth i sthe Wston Public Librarg_(llS).
1898, Fox, Jenney, and Gale, architects. The Library was foundedi n
1857 and was originally located i ntheold Town Hall.

Adjacent tothelibrary i sthelJosiah Smth Tavern (I116), built i n 1757
and enlarged i nl763. I nadditiontoinnkeeper. Smth also acted as
Justice of the Peace, Town Clerk, Selectman, and Delegate tothe Provincial
Congress i nConcord. The building later housed a store, school, and shoe
shop; under theownership of the Society for thePreservation of New

Engl and Antiquities, i tnow contains town offices and meeting roons.

(continued)
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The ol d commercial center is best represented by the Hersum Bl ock, (125).
which dates to 1890, This wood frame, Italianate style block is the only
originally commercial structure of itsPeriod remaining inthe District,
and by i tssmall size and uniqueness illustrates the l[Iimted comrercial
function of the area.

The Abraham Hews House (128) was built in 1768 by Abraham Hews, who estab-
lished a small redware pottery; sonetinme after 1/94 the pottery was noved
down the road to the property of Abraham Hews, Jr. Hews Sr. marched to
Lexington with Col. Lanmson on April 19, 1775 and filled a number of civic
positions as well. The delicate federal styling appearing on the house at
present probably results from Marshall Jones, who purchased the property
In 1824. Jones established a harness and paint shop i nthe carriagehouse
next door (127); he also served as Selectman and Town Treasurer.

The intersection of the Post Road and Concord Road — a triangle filled
by Soldiers Park (P6) -- features several propertiesof historic signif-

i cance. The Rev, Samuel Wodward House (41), 1753. was the hone of the
second ordained minister of the First Parish Church, The house i s already
listed i nthe National Register.

v the south side of the intersection | i etw historic cemeteries: the
Farmers Burying Gound (PIO), Wston's oldest with the earliest interrment
dating to 17037 and, farther west, the Central Cemetery (PI3), first
interrment 1792

Prom nently |ocated opposite the Central Cemetery i s the Fiske-Field House
(44), a distinguishedFederal style building of 1805  The house was built
by Isaac Fiske, a Harvard graduate w practicedlaw i n Wston for 30
years; the Fiske Law Office (133), also built in 805 stands across

the street. (The law office is now owned by the Town and serves as head-
quarters for the Weston Historical Society). Fiske served over nany
decades as town clerk, selectman, representativeto the General Court,

and Reﬁlstrar of Probate Records for Mddlesex County. Froml8l6 to
1869 the house was occupied by the Rev, Joseph Field, the fourth
ordained minister of the First Parish Church, under whose |eadership the
church quietly changed from Congregational to Unitarian.

Farther west on the Post Road stands the Abraham Hews. Jr. House (48),
built i n 1824, The fam ly pottery operated on this site fromc. 1815
until 1871, when the business was noved to Canbridge; shards are still
found behind houses 46 throu?h 49.  Not only a successful businessman.
Hews was appointed Weston's first postmaster in 1812 and acted as Surveyor
of Wbod, School Committee nenber, and Assessor; Hews gave the |and nearby
for the second building of the First Baptist Church, constructed i n 1828.
The simple, refined Federal style house i s noteworthy for itshbrick ends.

(continued)
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The Albert Horatio Hews Mansion (62), 1880, reflects thelater periodof
prosperlt% for thepottery, which was known as AH Hews & Conpany after
1871. Al bert Horatio Hews owned one-third of t he expanded business, which
by 1889 enpl oyed 80-100 nen and manufactured 7 million pieces of pottery.

e house | sone of thedistrict's nost distinguished exanples of theearly
Colonial Revival style and i sexcellently preserved.

The First Baptist Church (50), 1923. replaced the second Baptist Church
building, which was constructed onthis site i n1828. The Baptist Society
was formed i nWestoni n1784, first occupying a small building onthe
south side of town. The congregation first protested paying thetax for
the town-supported First Parish Church i nl780

\%posite theFirst Baptist Church i sthe Golden Ball Tavern (139). 1768,
ose property includes an 18t hcentury barn. Both |saac Jones and the
tavern he built played a significant role i nWeston's history. Despite
bei nP considered a Tory at thebeginning of theRevolution, Jones was
re-elected Selectman before theend of thewar and continued i noffice for
10 years; for six years he was representativeto the General Court. The
building i sopen as a nuseum i sincluded i ntheHABS and i salready
listed 1 nthe National Register.

The West Center School (150), 1852, was one of six schools built b¥the
town i nthe 1850's. This small Geek Revival structure was noved from
Hi ghland_ﬁ\venue I n1931 when t he By-Pass was constructed; i ti snow used
as a residence.

The Joseph Harrington House (70), c. 1725. i sset far back and down fromt he
road, behind an orchard — i ts third location on the sane property. The

| and was originally granted to Rev. Henry Geen i nt he 1642 division of

lots and was Burchased by Joseph Harrington i nl685  The main part of the
house was probably built c. 1725. making i t one of theoldest housesi n
Weston. The property still contains 472 acres of |and.

Near by i s Nathaniel Coolidge's "Vineyard" (74), c. 1777 -- an awkward but
earnest transition between the Georgian and Federal styles. Nathaniel
Cool i dge, Sr. was one of theearliest settlers of thearea, an original
menber of theFirst Parish Church, and donor of theland for the first
meeti nghouse. The property passed from father tosonuntil 1774, when

Nat hani el Coolidge, 3d, deeded his "Vineyard" to John Flagg, who, i n 1777.
sold toEnoch Greenleaf, a merchant dealing i nWst Indian and English
oods. Although Greenleaf had Tory sympathies during theRevolution, he
oaned large suns totheTown. The present house was probably built by
Enoch Greenleaf; an attached barn nay also date from thel8th century.

The Al pheus Bigelow. Jr.”" House (84), 1827, i sa |large Federal style
building. A graduate of Harvard, Bigelow later studied |awwith |saac
Fiske (see44 and 133) and Tyler Bigelow. The Bigelow Law Office (170)
was built across theroad i n1811 and has been recorded by HABS

(continued)



NPS Fomi 10-900-*
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places A received

Inventory—Nomination Form ‘date entered .
Weston: Boston Post Road A== NIFRAE-TVATE T-rr-- M- AN
Continuation sheet Historic District item number A

The Boston Post Road District clearly exhibits a high potential for the
preservation of nunerous and varied archaeological remains, reflecting
over 200 years of historic occupation, and an undeterm ned period of use
by Native Anmericans.

Docunented use of thehistoric Boston Post Road as an Indian trail 1 n the
17th century suggests thepresence of Native Anerican sites dating to at

| east as early as European contact. These deposits, i f they do exist, are
nost likely now i nisolated pockets due tolater historic devel opment.
Identification and careful excavation of these deposits could yield
materials foranalysis and interpretationrelevant toour understanding

of prehistoric exchange networks, and theinterface between t he European
and Native Anmerican cultures.

Subsurface remains of structures, ol droadbeds, and discrete and scattered
trash deposits f or docunented and undocunented activities of the historic
period would contain evidence on changing aspects of regional transporta-
tion; local agriculture, industry and comrerce; and t helifeways of the
district inhabitants from themd-17th through 20th centuries. The
s.uplplementauon of literature references, forinstance, to saw and ?Hst
mlls (86) and field observations, such as thecontinued presence of red-
war e shards ﬁ46-49) provide a valid and imperative basis foran intensive
archaeol ogi cal survey and evaluation of the district.
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road as atransportation corridor i nthe 18thand 19thcenturies by highlighting

Its best preserved segnent. The westem boundary coincides with the\Wston/ Wyl and
town |ine, where an abrupt change fromresidential tocomercial use occurs. The
eastern boundary i sdrawn just short ofthe Wston/ V@l tham town |ine t oexclude several
intrusive features. These aretheinterchange of Route 128, which obliteratesthe
road itself; tothenorth, thequarrying operations of theMassachusetts Broken Stone
., which arescreened by ahigh bluff; and tothesouth, agas station with defunct
| unber sheds behind at a lower grade. Thus thedistrict begins at this endwith

tw mdtolate 19thcentury structures on treed lots (#1and 86), which, although
presently i ncomrercial use, retain their residential appearance and announce t he
character of the district.

The northern and southern boundaries generallyfollow therear | ot lines of the
residences which line the Post Road and help t odefine its character. Anexception
occurs toward thewestern end where two exceptionally deep |ots have been cut of f at
300 feet. This partial exclusionwas nade at t herequest of the owners, and does not
affect the road or structures abutting it. (Seeproperty index, p. 12.)

Few obvious intrusions exist within thedistrict, which retains its character as an
18th and 19t hcentury roadway with 20th century residences interspersedanong the
ol der historic structures.
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3 Applecrest Road
Weston, MA 02193

Augug 6. 1982p~AAQAMYED

Massachusetts Historical Commission AG 13"
294 Washington Street
Boston, MA 02108

,ASS. HIST. com.

Gentlemen:

The news article in the July 29th issue of the Town Crier
regarding the listing of the Boston Post Road in Weston in the
National Register of Historic Places has prompted me to write
this letter to your commission. | believe this effort to be highly
desirable for the area.

| am the owner of the Alpheus Bigelow Law Office located
on the Boston Post Road in Weston on the Wayland line. It was
built circa 1811, and was selected in 1934 for representation in
The Historic American Buildings Survey as a carefully selected
building and notable example of the development of architecture
in the United States. The record was compiled by the Historic
American Buildings Survey, Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation, National Park Service, with the professional assis-
tance of the American Institute of Architects. The records are
maintained by the Division of Prints and Photographs, Library
of Congress, Washington, D. C.

My home is located on the Weston/Wayland line. The Wayland
side is now a thriving business center which can only be a constant
threat to the future existence of this rare antique building of which
there are very few left in the United States today.

| would like to add my name to the list of supporters of this
project, and one who believes that the creation of an historical
district in Weston can only add a dimension of thoughtful common
sense to efforts to stop the continuing destruction of places of
historical significance which is proceeding at an alarming rate
all over the country.

Sincerely yours, Vyy

Edith T. Simpson
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570 Pleasant St 617 926-8110

| RECZiVED

August 18, 1982 AUG  ]982

MASS. HIST. COMM.

Massachusetts Historic National Register
29 Vfeshirgton Street

Boston, Mass

02108

GentJ.emen:

| amwriting tovoice ny approval for theestablishnent of anofficial
historic district i nthe Town of Wston, |”*ssachusetts.

I nr ayopinion, efforts byhistorical societies throughout thecountry
to preserve thearchitecture, mood, and spirit of our great heritage
shoul d be given every support bythecitizens.

Many ciidLes, towns and villages vihD di dnot have the foresightto
preserve, at anearly date, have found that they have all but destiroyed
the inportant |andmarks of our society thro\jgh neglect, waste and vt ot
sone iray call progress, only tofind, years later, that tliese resources
are worth preservirg. Not having planned ahead, they nust then spend
vast amounts of taxpayers dollars t ore-constiruct vdiat was once cast

asi de, but nowbeccnes treasured.

| hope that your ccntnissionfavors Wston i nits' effort to preserve
its' heritage by grantingtherequest for our histroical dist:rict.

ery truly yours.
/

John P. Vitello
Presi dent

JPV/ sm

cc: Ms. Ellis
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VICTOR C. HARNISH
327 BOSTON POST ROAD

WESTON,

MASSACHUSETTS 02193
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Septenmber 7, 1982

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street A
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 REON" I '\ [/ E[ 3

Dear Tomm ssioners: SEP 11iqg«?

| am writing in support of approval 'for the W/Nt&Q j{||i"gt(:">"Gl
District. | recently noved into Weston and have the reasons rot
choosing Weston for a home fresh in ny mnd. | think those
reasons have a bearing on your decision and would like to express
them

Weston inmpressed ne and ny family as a town that had pride in
and concern for things of real and enduring value. 't has a
demonstrated value for the education of itscitizens, (top notch
schools), for their health and well being, (excellent recreation
programs), for the environment, (strict zoning, waste recycling),
beauty, (well maintained public spaces), and the place history
should hold inour present lives.

This latter value is a vehicle for emphasizing al | others because
it highlights for all to see what the people of Weston feel has
been i mportant in our past and what we continue to revere. Your
decision to approve the Weston Historical District will add the
wei ght of the Conmonwealth of Massachusetts and, hopefully, the
Federal Government to the enphasis Weston places on the beauty
that our predecessors valued, and the acconmplishments of our
predecessors that are symboized by their homes, other buildings,
and spaces.

Ve all must work for a better tommorroow, and publically and
collectively appreciating and acknow edging the efforts of those
who came before us i s the best way for us to keep that perspective
in the forefront of everyone's mnd.

Weston is special, | think, because i t has done this better than
many communities. Please help us maintain that important sense of
direction in the face of increasing pressures to do otherwise.
Approve the Weston Historical District. Hel p us honor the efforts
of those who canme before wus so that we all can continue to
remerfrber their accomplishments and use them as a beacon to chart
our uture.

Sincerely,

Al an Day
88 North AVentie
West on, Massachusetts 02193

AD dk



MASSACHUSETTS STONE COMPANY

LA

FP -71982.
WESTON, MASS Trtkt® SETTS

02193 / 617-S93 0-4Se

CRUSHED STONE SepteﬁbTeJerV?qucgfLNCRETE

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Re: Nom nation of Boston Post Road i n Weston to the National.
Regi ster of Historic Places, as the iProposed Boston_ Ppst
Road National District.

Gent | enen:

The Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany i s the owner of
property at No. 104, No. 133, No. 137 and No. 161 Boston Post
Road, Weston, Massachusetts; as shown on encl osed plan of
"Mass. Broken Stone Co.,Weston, Ma. dated July 196],"and as
shown on page 3 of "Brooks - Stinpson Map of Weston (Detail),"”
a copy of which I's also attached.

V&€ wi sh to oppose the inclusion of that portion of the
Post Road, so-called, which the foregoing parcels of our |and
abut,in the National Register, as contrary to the spirit of
historicity andpotentially restrictive anddamaging to us.

According t o "The Wayl and/ Weston Town Crier" of July 29,
1982, objections were also raised by the Planning Board. The
sane article also noted that the creation of the historic district
woul d ,orovide "protection fromadverse affects of state and
federally assisted projects."” Such projects could be of great
benefit to the Town andought not to befrustrated by the proposed
designation.

nsofar as we are concerned, our properties,in the future,

I
m ght require access alternatives, traffic control, sewerage
facilitie wat er supply, etc. and would require approval from
ossibly a half-dozenregulatory agencies, andconceivably m ght
e classified as "state andfederally assisted projects”.
It woul d be unreasonable andoppressiveif, as a consequence
of the proposed designation, it becanme 1mpossible or a hardship to

| mprove our properties.
Very truly yours,
MASSACH EBETTS BROKEN STONE GOMPANY

RR/ ccc Ri chard Robi nson, President

Encl osures



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSIOIM 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

September 29, 198"

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed youwill find thefollow ng Jioniination foins:
Beverly: United Shoe Machinery Corporation O ubhouse (local)
Longneadow The Geen (local)
Mai den: Waitt Brick Block (local)

Post Road Historic District (state)

Al'l have been voted eligibhle by theState Review Board and |*ave been

signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. CQvners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting a'id
were afforded tlie opportunity t oconunent. Consents received t o date

are attached t othe nomnation foms.

Sincerely,

Candci ce | eni *Xns
Regi straoioiyDirector
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Cl/ sac

encl osure
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November 9, 1982

Keeper of the National Register

National Park Services

United States Department of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Sir:

This letter iswritten relative to the proposed nom nation
of the Weston, Massachusetts Boston Post Road Historic District
(the "District") to the National Register. Massachusetts Broken
Stone Conpany, of which | am President, is the only industry
in the Towmn of Weston and owns four parcels of land at the
eastern nmost end of the District, three parcels (Nos. 104, 131,
and 167 Boston Post Road) lying within the District, and the
fourth parcel (No. 133 Boston Post Road) having never been
included inthe District. Two of the parcels within the District
(Nos. 137 and 161 Boston Post Road) | i eon the northerly side
of said Road, adjacent to No. 133 Boston Post Road the excluded
primary site of our stone quarry and bitumi nous concrete operations
with the structures and facilities appurtenant thereto. The
third parcel within the District (No. 104 Boston Post Road) is
situated directly across the street fromMNo. 133 Boston Post
Road on the southerly side of said Road. Al | of these four
parcels are integrally related to our stone quarry operation.
| am enclosing a map which shows the location of these four
parcels of |and.

VW first becane aware of the Boston Post Road's proposed
nom nation to the National Register in My of 1980 through
local newspaper articles. At the first public meeting held on

June 9, 1980, by the Weston Historical Comm ssion to discuss

the nomi nation, this conpany's objection to the inclusion of

its property inthe District was voiced. As originally conceived,
the District didnot include the primary operations site of

Mass. Broken Stone at 133 Boston Post Road. However, our
objection was to the inclusion of any of our properties inthe
District. While our desire to be excluded completely fromthe
National Register listing was publicly known and had been
addressed directly to the nmenbers of the VJeston Historical

Comm ssi on, our request went unheeded. O Septenmber 7, 1982

we hand delivered a letter, a copy of which is attached hereto

to the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, registering an
objection to the listing inthe National Register of that part

of the Boston Post Road which our properties abut. O Septenber 8,
1982, the State Review Board met in Springfield, Massachusetts

to consider the Boston Post Road Historic District nomi nation.



Keeper of the National Register
Page Two
Novenmber 9, 1982

The nomi nation was approved andreturned t ot he Massachusetts
Historical Conmm ssion for final preparation before subm ssion
to t he Keeper for listing.

By this letter we request an anendnent t ot he District
nom nation removing Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road
from theDistrict. Theinclusion of these properties i n
the District was theresult of mstake or oversight. None
of these properties have anyof thequalities or characteristics
that qualify them for inclusion i naHistoric District. The
National Register's criteria for evaluation i sstated i n the
Code of Federal Regulations:

"The quality of significancei nAmerican history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, andculture
s present indistricts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, andobjects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, andassociation and

(a) that areassociated with events that have
made a significant contribution t ot he broad
patterns of our history; or

(b) that areassociated with thelives of
persons significant i nour past; or

(c) that enbody t hedistinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or nethod of construction,
or that represent thework of a master, or that
possess high artistic values, or that represent
a significant anddistinguishableentity whose
components nmay |ack individual distinction; or

(d) that have yielded, or may be likelyt o
yield information important i nprehistory or
history." 36 CF.R 860.4.

These three properties satisfy none of thecriteria for
eligibility. Indeed, theexistence of theparcels i nthe Boston
Post Road Historic District i sinconsistent with the purposes
sought t obe served by listing i ntheNational Register.

The Boston Post Road Historic District i s approximately
three andone-half (31/2) mles long. Fromtheeast, it extends
from No. 137 Boston Post Road on t henorth side of t heroad and
Sibley Road on thesouth side of theroad through thecenter of
Weston t ot heWayland line. The National Register nom nation
form describes theover-all area i nconsiderable detail:



Keeper of

Page Three

Novenber

9,

the National Register

1982

"[The District] includes al | propertieson the
Bost on Post Road (excluding those of the 1931
By-pass), al | propertieson Crescent Street,
the Weston Town House on Town House Road,

8 houses...located on the corners of the Post
Road but nunbered on intersecting streets, and 7
i mportant houses...lying just off the road of
which one property...lies partially in Wayland...

There are 170 main buildings in the district and
many barns and outbuildings. Tw of the pro-
perties...are on the National Register. One... is
recorded in the Library of Congress. The property
lines represent the boundaries of the district.

The total area is about 760 acres.

"Upon entering Weston on the Post Road from the
east the landscape i s predom nated by the inter-
changing ranmps of Route 128 and the great conveyers
and mining machinery of the stone crusher which
has been grinding traprock for road ballast
since the beginning of the century. Once past
all this the historic district begins. The Post
Road with itsgentle curves characteristic of
ol d Nev/ England highways becones a tree-shaded
road with fine honmes will spaced and set back
from the street. O either side the country is
gently rolling with a slight drop-off on the
north to the valley of Three M le Brook. Soon
the district splits and includes both the old
Post Road, now Crescent Street, and the 1855
by-pass, now the Post Road.

"From the intersection of the 1931 by-pass the
residential character continues to the town center
which i s domnated by the Weston Town House...set

back across the extensive Town Green.... The center
consists of two other public buildings..., an 18th
century tavern..., churches..., a few one or two

story commercial buildings and residences converted
to business use. Beyond the business section the
fine old buildings continue. The road soon joins
the 1931 by-pass that circumvents the center of
tovin. Here the buildings become fewer and farther
between with the rural atmosphere becom ng nore
pronounced. |t is easy to see the evolution from
the time when the town was a farmng community.



Keeper of theNational Register
Page Four
Novenber 9, 1982

"The district contains exanples of architecture
extending over a period of 250 years. Several of
the buildings incorporate earlier structures.

There i sa great variety of styles enployed from
Colonial t oContemporary. Wthin thedistrict are
public buildings, residences, commercial buildings,
barns, three of them probably 18th century...,
stables, outbuildings, two schools, two 1853 school
buildings converted into residences, five churches,
a former church now a residence, four parks, two
old cemeteries and two 18th century taverns. 1In
general thebuildings and grounds arewell kept.
There areno out of scale intrusions. The recent
buildings are, for thenmost part, one or two

story residences of Colonial or Georgian Revival
styles which areunobtrusive. The largest nunber
of these occur beyond thewest end of t he By-pass.
There i sone new small residence... in Contenpory
style. Over thecenturies alterations andadditions
have occurred t omany of theol d buildings which

in general have enhanced t heproperties. Buildings
are al l on their original sites [with some exceptions].
55% of thebuildings, exclusive of barns and out-
buildings, were built before 1930. Al | buildings
are of v/iood frame constructionexcept where other-
wise noted...." Boston Post Road Historic District,
National Register of Historic Places Inventory -
Nom nation Form

The house at 137 Boston Post Road (aphotograph of which i s
enclosed herewith) sits on 25,047 square feet of land with frontage
of approximately 106 feet on theroad. The main residence i satwo
and one-half (21/2) story frame dwelling of Colonial type arch-
itecture; i ti sapproximately 125 years old. |t i squite apparent
that t hehouse was originally built as a single family residence
and sometinme i nthepast i twas converted into a two famly
residence. There i sa barn on thenortherly side of theproperty
which i sof no particular style or era. There i sa wing that
extends from t henorthwesterly corner of thedwelling which i s a
one and one-half (11/2) story addition that was added t o the
property at sone time after theoriginal construction. This house
was built after the Colonial style. | t was not constructed of
the materials originally used i nbuilding this style house. The
uniform size of al | t hew ndows and t he absence of shutters on
the windows detract from thehistorical and architectural interest
of the structures.



Keeper of the National Register

Page Five
November 9, 1982

The dwelling at 161 Boston Post Road (aphotograph of whichi s
enclosed herewith) was originally built circa 1900; a large wing
was added i nthe 1950's. Because of several modificationst o t he

house over thecourse of theyears, i ti sdifficult t o categorize
the style of itsarchitecture. |t i shest described as a modified
Dutch Colonial style structure. The Dutch Colonial style never
was a popular design i nNew England. 1t i sfound i nitspurest
form i nparts of Pennsylvania and New York State. Consequently,
this dwelling i s particularly out of place i nt heBoston Post
Road District. ' t i sneither a good exanple of a Dutch Col oni al

nor a valuable contribution t otheDistrict which i s dom nated
by Colonial, Colonial Revival and Greek Revival architectural
styles.

Across thePost Road at No. 104 i st he house known |ocally
as The Nat haniel Sibley House (aphotograph of which i s enclosed
herewith). Thel ot i s2.10acres i nsize. Thehbuilding i sa two
and one-half (21/2) story frame dwelling which, accordingt o
the Historic District nomnation form was constructed i n 1854.
The house i sdescribed onthat form as Bracketed Greek Revival
in style andnore specificallyas:

a twostory, five bay, ridge roof, clapboard house,
two bays wide with double brackets at t heeaves.
The wide entablature i sreturned at the corners
and i sacconpani ed by paneled pilasters. The
two chimeys areat therear of themin block.
There i sa onestory porch across thefront with
delicate posts braced with metal brackets. The
center doorway hasside lights and pilasters.
Fenestration i s6/6. There ar ebay w ndows.

The house has anoriginal twostory el | with
chimﬁy. Formerly a residence thehouse i s now
an office.

The structure was not built of thematerialsoriginally used

in building this style house. Theuniformsize of al | thew ndows
and t he absence of shutters onthew ndows detract from t he historical
and architectural interest of the structures.

The inclusion of these buildings, soclosely related t o our
quarry andbitum nous concrete operations, i ntheDistrict serves only
to dimnish thearchitectural andhistorical value of the remaining
structures within theDistrict. Thevalue of those properties within
the District that "enbody thedistinctive characteristics of" the
Greek Rivival style and"that possess high artistic values"..., 36
CF.R 860.4, suffers from their inclusion i nthesame category
with propertieswhich aremerely poor attempts at imtationof
classic architectural styles.



Keeper of t heNational Register
Page Si X
Novenmber 9, 1982

Because our three properties possess, as we have documented,
nothing unique froman architectural standpoint, aredevoidof
historical interest, anddetract fromthe bona fide architectural
and historical value of therest of theDistrict, we request
that Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road be renoved fromt he
proposed Historic District,. | t was mi staken assessment of the
value of these properties by the Weston Historical Comm ssion
and the National Register staff of t heMassachusetts Historical
Commi ssion that resulted i ntheir inclusion i ntheDistrict when

its boundary lines were originally drawn. | t would be incongruous
for the Keeper of t heNational Register tofail t orenove three
undi stinguished structures fromthe District. These properties

lie ontheeasterly nmost border of theDistrict. Their removal
from the District would cause no interuption i nthe contiguousness
of theremaining properties i ntheDistrict, Furthermore, the
exclusion of these properties will enhance significantlythe

architectural andhistorical integrity of theDistrict.

Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany respectfully requests
that t heKeeper of t heNational Register of Historic Places anend
the Boston Post Road Historic District Nom nation t oexclude

the properties known as Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road

as being incompatible with theobjectives andcriteria of a
Historic District.

Very truly yours,
MASSACHUSETTS BROKEN STONE GOMPANY

Robi nson, President

Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany
13 3 Boston Post Road

P.Q Box 700

Weston, Massachusetts 02193

(617) 893-0489



Keeper of the National Register
Page Seven
Novenber 9, 1982

COMVONVIEALTH GF MASSACHUSETTS

Suffolk, SS; November 9, 1982

Then personally appeared the above-nanmed Richard Robinson,
and acknow edged the foregoing instrument t obe hi sfree act and
deed, as President, before ne.

Not a~ry Public . Al y
M Comm ssion Expires:
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[.YNCH, BREWER, HOFFMAN & SANDS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
TEN POST OFFICE SQUARE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109

(617) 482-5390

Novenber 10, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull

Keeper of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Parks Service

Washi ngton, DC 20 240

Dear Carol:

Enclosed i s a copy of the letter that Richard Robinson, President
of Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany, has written to the Keeper of
the National Register regarding the Weston, Massachusetts Boston Post
Road Historic District. | thought that you mi ght be interested in
seeing It.

| expect that, i fanything comes of this request and i f additiona
information about the properties i s required, either this office or
M. Robinson will be contacted.

Thank you for all the informationwith which you provided ne.
Terry Sands and | both appreciated very nmuch al | your help.

Very truly yours,

Rebecca Vose

RV/td
Encl osure
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MASSACHUSETTS STONE COMPANY

WESTON, MASS IUmififk' SETTS
02193 / 617- S93-04S9

CRUSHED STONE BITUMINOUS CONCRETE

Novenmber 22, 1982

Jerry Rogers, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Nati onal Park Service

Department of Interior

400 G Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Rogers:

The Massachusetts Broken Stone Conmpany ("MB.S ") wishest o
respond to Candace Jenkins' letter to you of Novenber 16, 1982,
regarding the Weston, Massachusetts Boston Post Road Historic
District ("District"). M. Jenkins' letter was prompted by MB S .
request that the three (3) propertiesi t omms on the Boston Post
Road ("Road") be excluded from the District. Ms. Jenkins suggests
certain facts about the Road andthe District which MB. S believes
should not go unchallenged.

While Ms. Jenkins' statement, that MB S was the only affected
property owner to express objection t o the proposed District t othe
Massachusetts Historic Comm ssion after publication of |egal notice,
is technically correct, the owners of two other parcels of |and
objected t othe District before the nom nation was forwarded t othe
Commi ssion. John Kirk succeeded in obtaining the exclusion from the
proposed District of nost of a 36 acre tract of land for which he
serves as trustee. Robert Shea andJohn Seth obtained a partial
exclusion of four acres of land that they owned within the proposed
District. MB. S was not alone inwishing to exenpt property from
the District. However, i twas the only property owner whose request
to be excluded went completely unheeded.

The portion of the Road with which MBS is concerned is domnated
by the primary site of our stone quarry andbitum nous concrete
plant. The juxtaposition of the Rte. 128 interchange andour quarry
site t o these three (3) parcels dilutes the residential character
of that part of the Road on which they abut. As the enclosed photographs
clearly show, the stretch of road |eading upto andpassing in front
of Nos. 104, 137 and 161Post Road is neither tree-lined nor a sylvan
gl ade as Ms. Jenkins' letter suggests.
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The first properties that arevisible onthe south side of the
Road as one approaches the District, as nowconstituted, fromthe
Rte. 128 interchange are used f orcommercial purposes. The now
defunct Sheppard & Morse Lunmber Yard (see Exhibit A attached),
al though situated at the endof Sibley Road, i swithin view of the
Road. To the west of the Lunber Yard andabutting the Road i s an
Anoco Gas Station. (See Exhibit B, attached). As i s apparent from
Exhibits AandB, at this point the south side of the Road i s charact-.H ~
erized by asphalt paved yards andcommercial structures, having no “yy>"'
historical significance. Theproperty at 104 Boston Post Road i s AV ARTA
separated from the Gas Station property by Sibley Road (See Exhibit G
attached); like the Anroco Station, i tisused forcommercial purposes.
The sign adorning the property announces i tsuseas office space.

Oh the opposite side of the Rte. 128 interchange, the approach
to the Road i s bounded by a tall chain-link fence enclosing the
rimrock of oneof MB. S' stone quarries, |located onour principal
site of operations at 133 Boston Post Road. The ri mrock continues
along the edge of the Road f or some 500 feet. Also visible at this
point tothe northeast of the interchange, i sthe Exxon tank farm,
located i nthe adjacent city of Waltham Beyond the ri mrock on
the sanme side of the Road, MB. S haserected a stockade fencet o
discourage trespassing andt o assure the security of its stone
quarry, stone crushing equipment andother machinery, conveyers,
etc. The machinery i svisihle above the fence. (See Exhibit D
attached). , -

The entrance t oour site at/133 Boston Post Road i s also shared
by our property at 137 Boston Post Road. Thelatter property i s rented
out foroffice purposes; a large advertisingsign domnates its
front yard. (See Exhibit E attached). As Exhibit F indicates,
the backyard of this property i sused as a parking ot for MB. S
and f or personnel andinvitees of the business wusing the building.
| mmedi ately beyond the parking area i sour office building andclose
thereto are bitum nous concrete plants and nore of our quarry site.

The property at 161 Boston Post Road, which i s adjacent tothe
property at 137 Boston Post Road, also i s bounded onitsnorth-
easterly boundary by our stone quarry andbitum nous concrete plant
site. Fromthe Rte. 128 interchange past 161 Boston Post Road t he
industrial andcommercial |and uses dom nate the area. The crushed
stone piles andheavy equi pment of our quarry andbitum nous concrete
plant are much i nevidence along this strip of the Road. The con-
struction of Rte. 128 andthe interchange resulted i nthe removal
of many of the trees and nmuch of thevegetation along this stretch.
Consequently, the industrial character of our operations dom nates
the scene.
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The historic integrity of the Boston Post Road Historic District
will be prejudiced i f these properties are included withinits
borders. Their value in marking the transition from industrial to
residential property use within the District does not justify their
identification as historic properties absent proof of their historical
worth. As our letter of November 9, 1982 documented, our three (3)
properties have little, i f any, historical and architectural value.
Indeed, two of the properties, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road were
deemed too insignificant to be described in the Historic District
nom nation form  Their value collectively in formng a buffer zone
bet ween the obvious and evident industrial character of our quarry
site and the Rte. 128 interchange on the east and the rest of the
District to the west is clear; however, i tis inconsistent with the
purposes of the National Register to ascribe inflated importance to
the buildings at Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road simply to
justify their inclusion within the District.

W hope that you will find this letter helpful in assessing
our request to exclude Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road from
the District. | f there is any information that you require with

which we can provide you, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly yours.

Richard Robinson, President
Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany

RR/ td
cc. Dorothy EIlis
Candace Jenkins
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Mmini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Decamba 22, 1982

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Attn: Bruce McDougall:

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed i s the National Register nomnation for theBoston Post Road Historic
District i nVeston originally submtted toyour office on Septenber 29, 1982.
As reqi Ksted by your staff, we have revised t he base nap and added a specific
boundary justification.

V& hope that this informationwill allowtheNational Register toconpleteits
revi ew.

Sincerely,

Candece Jerkins
Registratioii Director

CJ/Ik



MASSACHUSETTS "ROKEI" STONE COMPANY

WESTON, MASS I~I"Mp SETTS
021S3 / 617-se3 04SQ

CRUSHED STONE BITUMINOUS CONCRETE

January 12, 1983

M. Jerry Rogers

Keeper of the National Register
National Parks Service
Department of the Interior

400 G Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Rogers:

This letter iswritten inresponse t othe Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion's anendnent t othe application of the
West on, Massachusetts Boston Post Road Historic District ("District")
for Iisting onthe National Register which was sent t o youon or
about Decenber 28, 1982. The anmendnment attempted t odescribe
nore specifically the boundary lines of the proposed District.

The new boundary description purports tojustify the western
boundary line of the district which "coincides with the Weston/ Wyl and
town line" on the grounds that i t marks "anabrupt change from
residential t ocommercial use...." Theselection of the eastern
boundary line which falls "just short of the Weston/Waltham town
line" appears also t ointend to mark the change from commerci al
to residential useandi s supported by the Comm ssion's decision /"AZd
to exclude several "features" which intrude upon the residential iISp
character of the District. These features are the interchange of .4,
Route 128, the stone quarrying andbitum nous concrete operations "\
of the Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany ("MB.S ") anda gas
station.

It is the position of MB.S that the residential character
of the District is not apparent at the point the boundary line
presently delineates the beginning of the easterly endof the Lfirzn
District. Theproperties at 104, 137 and 161Boston Post Road
which are integrally related to MB.S.'s principal operations
site carry through the non-residential character of this stretch
of the Road which i s established by those features specifically
excluded fromthe District by the Comm ssion.
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The properties at 104 and 137 Boston Post Road are rentedfor
busi ness purposes. Thestructures were built as residences; however,
changes t o their exteriors (seeExhibit A attached), the alterations
of their yards t ocreate paved parking spaces (see Exhibits A and
B, attached) which necessitated the removal of nost of the trees
on both lots andthe installation of large signs indicating their
commercial andprofessional occupants (seeExhibits B, CandD
attached), are nowwholly inconsistent andincompatible with, and
detract fromtheoriginal design andpurpose of the buildings.

The house at 161 Boston Post Road sits on a parcel nmuch of which

Is contiguous to MB.S' main site. Thetwo properties, separated
partially by thesite of theoffice building at 137 Boston Post Road,
are otherwise a single integrated parcel for purposes of MBS’
operations (seeExhibit D1, attached) andsignal the industrial
character of this section of the Boston Post Road. |Indeed, froman
aesthetic standpoint the "high bluff", so-called, which issaidin
the amendnment t o screen MB. S' quarry operations does not i n fact
provide anyvisual obstruction to our stone quarry, stone crushing
and bitumi nous concrete machinery andequi pment t o passers-by.

(See Exhibit E, attached.)

It i sclear that the "abrupt change" i nthe Boston Post Road
from a commercial or industrial character toaresidential character
at the eastern endof theDistrict occurs at a point west of the
boundary line established by the Comm ssion. Theresidential character
of the Road emerges i mmedi ately past 161 Boston Post Road ont he
north side and 104 Boston Post Road andt he Canbridge Reservoiron
the south side. Thehistoric qualities of the Road are first evidenced
at theeastern endof the proposed District by theproperty at 177
Boston Post Road, the Federalist style mansion of Lenuel Jones,
circa 1804 (nowtheGifford School andDay Center) (seeExhibit F,
attached) andby the property directly across the Road, at 178 Boston
Post Road, the Greek Revival style mansion of Jean Louis Gourgas,
circa 1842. | tisnore historically consistent todraw the boundary
line atthis point. At thevery least, i tisnore thematically
consistent todraw theDistrict's eastern boundary line t othe west
of those parcels known as 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road due t o
the ilndustgial environment i nwhich these commercially-used properties
are located.
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It i srespectfully requested that Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston
Post Road be excluded fromthe proposed Boston Post Road Historic
District. None of these properties possess qualities that warrant
their inclusion i nthe National Register of Historic Places. The
retention of these properties only dilutes thehistoric integrity of
those properties which rightfully have been included within the
District. The Comm ssion's anmendment states that "fewobvious intrusions
exist within thedistrict...." | twould appear that theexclusion of
the obvious intrusions of Nos. 104, 137 and 161 Boston Post Road
woul d be nmore consistent with the stated principle of ensuring that
the Boston Post Road retain itscharacter as an 18thand 19t h century
roadway.

Very truly yours.

Ri chard Robinson, President
Massachusetts Broken Stone Conpany
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