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CONDITION
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(Check One; 
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<£] Ruins 1 1 Unexposed
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ID Moved 3Q£] Origir.al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The walls of several rapidly disintegrating stone and adobe 
buildings are apparent at Fort Craig, and the earth mounds and 
moat erected as fortifications at the outbreak of the Civil War 
can be seen. Some of the structures such as the commanding 
officer's quarters, the hospital, the guardhouse, and the store­ 
house can be identified as can the cemetery walls. Coal marks 
the location of the blacksmith's shop, and there are many broken 
bottles at the sutler's store. Some vandalism has taken place 
in recentyears.
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D Invention Q Science

O Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture . Q Social/Humon-

D Literature itori<ln

0C) Military Q Theater

[~~1 Music [~1 Transportation

| | Prehistoric

O Historic

| | Agriculture

[ | Architecture
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During its thirty years' existence, Fort Craig protected the 
area's inhabitants from Kavajo and Apache attacks, and gave aid 
to travelers going between Santa Fe and Si Paso. These duties 
became even more important as the flow of westbound miners and 
settlers increased. But the fort's fame rests mainly on the first 
major battle of the Civil War in the Southwest, which was fought

^ yalyerde between troops from Fort Craig and the Texas Army 
commanded by Colonel Henry Sibley. Later, Fort Craig served as 
headouarters for campaigns against the Apaches in the 1860's and 
1870's. It was abandoned in 1885.
The fort was established in 1854, when Fort Conrad, nine miles 

to the north, was abandoned. The fort was built by mistake on 
the Pedro Armendariz Grant instead of on public domain lands, 
and when tha mistake was discovered, the Army leased the site 
from the Artnendariz heirs for an annual payment of $20,000 in 
gold. Although the valley had few inhabitants, and life at the 
fort could be monotonous, it was a popular assignment with re­ 
cruits. The green valley to the north and the San Mateo and 
Wagdalena Mountains to the west and northwest provided an at­ 
tractive setting. *
When Fort Fillmore surrendered to the Confederate forces in 

1861, the strategic location of Fort Craig assumed greater sig­ 
nificance. Colonel Canby, in command of the Union forces in 
New Mexico, strengthened Fort Craig to deter the Confederate in­ 
vasion. Throughout the summer and fall of 1861, contingents 
from Fort Craig were involved in skirmishes with the Confeder­ 
ates, but they could not eucceed in dislodging them from the 
Confederate-held area around Mssilla. In February of 1862 Con­ 
federate Colonel Sibley began moving his troops along the aaet 
Dank of the Rio Grande while a scouting party was sent to recon- 
noiter the fort. Colonel Canby attempted to engage the Texans,

t they continued to move toward Panador Ford. This avenue was 
clocked by Colonel Roberts of Fort Craig. The two forces final­ 
ly faced each other, resulting in the Battle of Valverde, tha 
first important Civil War battle for control of the New Mexico 
Perritory, which took place on February 21. The Texans (cont'd)
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day, but probably suffered a slightly greater loss of 
e day-long fight raw about 200 killed and wounded in 

each array. The defeated Union troops withdrew to Fort Craig, 
but Colonel Sibley decided not to attack the fort itself, and 
instead proceeded northward, leaving tha forces at the fort cut 
off from communication with other Union units.
After the Battle of Glorieta Pass and the defeat at Peralta, 

Union troops followed the retreating Confederates to Fort Craig, 
but lack of provisions precluded further pursuit. Although 
soldiers from Fort Craig made forays against Confederates 
around Meeilla during the next few months, the Civil War in 
the Southwest was essentially over.
Between 1863 and 1865, Fort Craig became the headcruarters for 

campaigns against the Kavajo, Gila Apache, and Mimbres Apache. 
General Carleton encouraged the development of the area by pro­ 
viding miners and travelers with provisions and escorts, but as 
the Indian raids ceased. Fort Craig's importance diminished. A 
detailed report on the fort in 1870 shows that it was still 
manned by two companies, but that it was in a poor state of re­ 
pair. By 1883 a traveler would find Fort Craig, while.not of­ 
ficially abandoned, nearly deserted by military personnel. The 
fort was relincruirhed by the Army in 1885, and the improvements 
were sold to Captain Jack Crawford, the famous poet scout, rhat 
property which the government retained was removed to Forts 
Bliss and Stanton.

9. (continued)
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