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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mary Willis Library was designed in 1888 by Atlanta architect
Edmund G. Lind. The structure is one of the few developed High Victorian,
Queen Anne buildings in Washington. The characteristic details of this style
q;zggetrlcal massing, variety in color and texture, molded chimneys, irregu-~
lar roof Iifle and corner turret are all combined here in a well-scaled build-
ing of great warmth and charm that is eminently suited to its function.

The red brick surfaces are patterned to form bands under the roof-line
and around the tower, vertical strips that artlcula;e the side walls, and
moldlngs in the chimneys. ~Stone, ‘inserted in horizontal bands around the
arched windows and used as keystones, provides both a color and textural
accent. Terra cotta inserts in chimmney faces and painted wood in gables
add the further variety that is typical of the style.

Inside, similar contrasts of color and texture echo the richness of the
exterior. The three rooms have wooden window frames, moldings and beams of
pine, darkened with age. Fireplaces of molded and patterned brick with terra
cotta inserts add a note of comfort to the main reading room. Stained glass
windows, dedicated to Mary Willis, are enclosed in tall, slightly pointed
arches in the Water Street facade while simpler geometric patterns of colored
glass animate the side windows. The whole makes a unique and warm interior
appropriate to its function as a reading room. One hopes that the planned
additions of stacks and expansion of facilities will be housed in added
space, leaving interiors as pleasant reading rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

“ The Mary Willis Library, founded in 1888, was Georgia's first free
town and county library. The building which houses the library is an
exceptlonally fine example of High Victorian picturesque eclecticism that is
unique.in this area of Georgia. Sucﬁd?orms are more characteristic of a
mid-nineteenth-century settlement like Atlanta where the library's designer
worked. Edmund G. Lind was an important architect in Atlanta during the
1800's. He came to that city from Baltimore in 188l. He was born and
educated in London, where he spent his early years of apprenticeship. One
of the earliest members of the American Institute of Architects, he was
elected a fellow in 1857. One of the buildings he is knowm to have designed
before coming to Atlanta was the Peabody Institute in Baltimore, 1861,
1875-1878, a marble Ranaissance structure with a library whose stacks were
of ornamental cast iron. In Atlanta, Lind designed, among others, two
buildings which are still standing, the Central Presbyterian Church and éhe
Hotel Jackson (Bentley). Of these, the Jackson, with its mixture of brick,
stone, marble and iron materials, is closest in general style to Lind's t
Washington building. ILind left Atlanta for Virginia in 1892, The archi-
tect's design for the Mary Willis Library is preserved in a lithograph in
the library's collection. The drawing clearly shows, in crisply differ-
entiated patterns, the variety of materials that Lind expected. The build-
ing as it now stands seems to be exactly as designed with the possible ~
exception of the roof, which is not covered with the tiles of either wood or
terra cotta which are indicated in the drawing.

The building of the Mary Willis Library was made possible through
£unds given by Dr. Francis T. Willis in memory of his daughter, Mary.

reading room and the stained glasa windows perpetuate her memory.
was born in Wilkes County though his ancestors came from Vir-
moved to Augusta, then to Savannah, and in 1867 to Richmond

e returning in his late years to Washington. With Samuel Barnett, his
ﬂhalfrbrother, Willis selected the nucleus of the original collection of 300
vblumes,_ The building now houses over 18,000 volumes, and an additional
bulldxgg is being discussed. At his death in 1898 Dr. Willis gave an
_ffﬂftianal $1200 to the library.
S The Mary Willis Library, standing as it does at the corner of Liberty
and Jefferson Streets, makes an impressive entrance to the Water-Liberty
Street district beyond and its form complements well the range of brick
business buildings that extend up Jefferson Street toward the business

district.
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