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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Wayland Center Historic D i s t r i c t , comprising 26 acres at the intersection of 
Cochituate Road (Rte.27) and the Boston Post Road ( Route 20) and extending 
on both sides of Cochituate Road, i s bounded on the north by the ra i l r o a d 
tracks and on the south the F i r s t Parish Unitarian Church. Despite en­
croachment of the heav i l l y t r a v e l l e d roads, a l l of the d i s t r i c t ' s 16 s t r u c t u r i 
except for the small group of commercial buildings, are set well apart and si': 
back from the road on wooded lawns. 

#1- The F i r s t Parish Unitarian Church i s the vis u a l focal point of the d i s t r i c t 
I t faces north on the southern boundary of the area, set back on the corner o 
Cochituate Road and the Boston Post Road. Taken from an Asher Benjamin desigiji 
i t was b u i l t i n 1814-15 by Andrew Palmer of Newburyport. The church i s a 2-
story white clapboard ridge roof structure, f i v e bays wide and f i v e deep with 
returned gable end to the street. A short f l i g h t of s t a i r s leads up to the 
pedimented p a v i l l i o n which projects from the facade and contains three entrani^e 
doors. The central door i s topped by a f l a t dentiled pediment and a second 
f l o o r Palladian window. The Palladian window i s flanked by an arched and 
shuttered window on each side. The entire projection i s v e r t i c a l l y divided 
by two 2-story p i l a s t e r s which flank the main door. The pediment which caps 

fan window. On either side of the p a v i l l i o n on the 
J one small nine-pane window on the f i r s t f l o o r and a 

t a l l 12/12 bay on the second f l o o r , a fenestration pattern which i s repeated 
on the side elevations. Doric pil a s t e r s are located at the corners of the 
facade. Behind the ridge of the central p a v i l l i o n roof, and breaking the 
gable peak of the facade, i s a square clock tower which i s topped i n stages 
by an open b e l f r y with eight columns and eight open arches, an octagonal cupojL 
with shuttered arches, and a gold dome and weathervane. The church i n t e r i o r 
was altered i n the 1850's and the clock added. 

the p a v i l l i o n contains a 
facade are two windows, 

m 
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#2- One-story s a l t box carriage sheds, 1815, are located to the east of the 
church and extend north-south. Each of the 12 arched bays i s topped by a key^ 
stone. The carriage sheds that were once to the rear of the church have beeti 
demolished. 

O 
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#3-Kirkside,1815,faces west on land adjacent to the church and carriage sheds 
and v i s u a l l y , the two properties f o m a contiguous u n i t . The house i s a 
2h story white clapboard Federal, 5 bays wide and 3 deep, with a semi-circulat 
Doric columned entrance porch. Part of i t s frame had been used i n a 1687 
meetinghouse and a subsequent 1726 meetinghouse, both of which were demolished 
Ori g i n a l l y used as a store and town h a l l , Kirkside was remodelled as a residence 
i n 1888, with the addition of the west (facade) door and entrance portico, 
roof dormers, and a rear wing. #4 i s Kirkside's barn. 

#5-Wayland Town Building, 1957, i s a modern 1-story bric]s_^Colonial with ridge 
roof and central gabled entrance p a v i l l i o n . The Town Building i s situated 
on 3 acres of wooded land with the M i l l Brook running through i t . 

North of the Town Building i s a group of 3 residences. 

#6-30 Cochituate Road, i s an 1816 2-story hip roof white clapboard dwelling 
with a hip roof Doric columned porch extending the width of the facade. The 
central .entrance door i s flanked by f u l l length shutters. 

eoftt-'-d — 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Wayland Center Historic D i s t r i c t 

)t8-The Heard House,c. 1800, i s a 2*5-story white clapboard center chimney ridge 
roof Federal with a few late 19th and early 20th c. additions to the side and 
rear. Across from these three houses, the r e s i d e n t i a l character of the d i s t r i c t 
i s continued. 

It9- Wayland Railroad Station, 1881, i s a small l^s-story Stick Style board and 
oatten structure with a ridge on hip roof that flares out over the frame and i s 
supported by large Stick Style brackets. 

tlO i s the barn of #11- the Love11 House, an 1820 white clapboard hip roof Fed-
sra l . The entrance door of the dwelling has been moved to the side and a 20th c 
bwo-story p a v i l l i o n , topped by a gable, put i n i t s place. 

rhe next four buildings, facing east on Cochituate Road, are primarily non-resi 
3ential and are setxcloser to the road and to each other than are the other 
Duildings i n the d i s t r i c t . 
tl2-Collins Market,1841, i s a 2-story white clapboard Greek Revival structure, 
3 bays wide and 3 deep, with i t s gable end to the street. The 2-story front 
portico i s supported by four Doric columns and a balustrade surrounds the second 
tier.The facade has corner p i l a s t e r s . Both the f i r s t and second floors of the 
portico have a central entrance door flanked by one bay on each side. With the 
exception of the enlarged f i r s t f l o o r facade windows, a l l bays are 9/9 sash and 
are shuttered. A 20th c. 2-story rear addition has been made for store purposes 

tl3-0ld Wayland Post Office, 1895, i s a small ridge roof shingled Colonial 
Revival building with a triangular pedimented central door. 

t l 4 - The Waybridge Bookshop, i s an 1845 clapboard ridge roof structure,2^5 storiejs, 
5 bays wide and 4 deep. I t has a lat e r central hip roof entrance porch adorned 
tfith spool woodwork, scroll-saw brackets, and turned Victorian posts and balu­
strade . 

t l 5 - Judge Mellen's Office, 1826, i s a one-room,1-story white clapboard hip roof 
structure. The central entrance door and shuttered windows have pla i n surrounds 
[ t i s situated on the triangular Town Common. South of t h i s i s the wooded 
:own-owned park and M i l l Brook. Adjacent to the park, on the south side, i s 

H6-Unitarian Parsonage, an 1866 square hip roof Federal Revival with a widow's 
i7alk. The facade boasts a central Doric porch topped by a dentiled pediment. 

«2> 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • I 7 t h Century 

• 18th Century 

X n 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1815 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

^ Commerce 

[~~| Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

r X Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

[ 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

n Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

) • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T ranspo r t a t i on 

^ Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c i / y ; 

The Wayland Center Historic D i s t r i c t represents an authentic r u r a l v i l l a g e 
enter of 19th c. Massachusetts. I t has maintained i t s r u r a l v i l l a g e home 
haracter despite the fact that i t i s located at the main crossroad of a 
Dusy and burgeoning 20th c. suburban town. Few towns within 15 miles of 
Boston have such we l l preserved and unchanged town centers. 

^one of the buildings now standing i n the d i s t r i c t existed before 1800. In 
about that year, Silas Grout, a blacksmith, b u i l t his house, #8, perhaps i n ­
corporating a smaller store building which had stood on that s l i g h t l y elevate^ 
Location. 

L 
Cn 4897)the town decided to b u i l d a new meetinghouse,#l, at t h i s center, but 
Lt took 7 years to s e t t l e a controversy over i t s location. F i n a l l y , i n 1814 
he frame of the present church was raised, and i t was completed i n 1815, 

:replacing the 1726 meetinghouse. Among i t s Unitarian ministers, the most 
distinguished was Rev.Edmund Hamilton Sears who presided there from 1839-1840 
md again from 1849-1865. His famous hymn, " I t Came Upon A Midnight Clear" 
was f i r s t sung i n the Wayland church. This building was considered by George 
].Marlowe,in his Churches of Old New England, 1947, to be " i n i t s exterior 
.ind p a r t i c u l a r l y the tower and b e l f r y , among the three or four best of t h e i r 
:ype i n New England." The b e l l i n the steeple was cast by.Paul Revere. 

IJhen the church was finished i n 1815, #3 was erected as a store, town h a l l , 
and dwelling, using the frame and some materials of the recently abandoned 
-.726 meetinghouse, which had stood s l i g h t l y to the south of #12. The buildini^ 
was remodelled as a residence i n 1888. 

"he completion of the new church was closely followed by the building of the 
three v i l l a g e homes i n the central area. I n 1816 Dr.Ebenez Ames b u i l t #7, 
next to the house of Silas Grout, #8. #6 was b u i l t i n 1813 and #11 i n 1820. 
::n #11 and #16 live d Jonathan Heard and Luther Johnson, who constructed #3 
and operated a store on i t s f i r s t f l o o r . 

::n 1826 the prominent Judge Edward Mellen b u i l t #15 and maintained i t as his 
o f f i c e for 44 years. The building i s now a museum. Judge Mellen was appointed 
Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Court of Common Pleas i n 1855 and was one 
of Wayland's most distinguished c i t i z e n s . A close f r i e n d of the Rd/.Francis 
Vfayland, Judge Mellen was probably responsible for the change of the town's 
iiame from East Sudbury to Wayland i n 1835. He i s also said to have suggested 
to Rev.Wayland, President of Brown University where Mellen was a trustee, that 
Rev.Wayland's g i f t of $500 to the town be used to s t a r t a 

cont'd 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

It ional • State ^ Local • 

Name 

Tit le ' 

Date 

5n.John P.X.Davoren 
jcretary of the Commonwealth 
lairman,Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 

Massachusetts 02108 (555" 
NATIONAL REGJSTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ottice ol Archeology and His(oAc Preservation 

Date 
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Date 

Keeper of The National Regis 
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8.SIGNIFICANCE ' ' . 

public l i b r a r y , and was thus the in s t i g a t o r of Wayland's very early public 
l i b r a r y . The l i b r a r y was one of the e a r l i e s t two or three publicly supported 
l i b r a r i e s i n the state and i n the nation. 

In 1841 Deacon Kames Draper, a leading c i t i z e n who was interested i n building 
up and developing the town center, b u i l t for the town the Town House,#12. This 
was Wayland's f i r s t building designed purely for municipal purposes. I t con-
tainei^a town meeting h a l l (to replace the one i n # 3, which had become a r e s i ­
dence) , a school room, and a public l i b r a r y (which f i r s t opened i n t h i s buildim^ 
i n 1850) . 

In 1845, to the south of #12, George Smith b u i l t # 14, used as a residence and 
store by successive owners, and sometimes housing the post o f f i c e . I t i s now 
a bookstore and residence. . • • , 

#16, o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n the early 19t^c, as the house of a sea captain, served 
as the Parsonage of the Unitarian Church from 1907-1955, when i t was converted 
to a parish house with church offi c e s and minister's study. 

I n 1878, after town growth brought by the shoe industry, i t was decided that 
a larger town h a l l should be b u i l t across the street from #12, on the s i t e of 
#8, which was moved away. #8 was returned to the same s i t e i n 1962 after the 
1878 Town Hall had been demolished. <• . 

The construction of the 1881 Railroad Station,#9, established Wayland as a 
commuter-suburb of Boston and i t s surrounds. Bought by the Town i n 1971 for 
the purpose of preserving the st a t i o n , i t has never been altered for any other 
use. I t i s now occasionally used as a location for community events. 

#13 was b u i l t i n the 1890's as a post o f f i c e , but i t i s now used as a real 
estate o f f i c e . 

The las t structure to be erected i n the d i s t r i c t was the Wayland Town Building, 
# 5, which replaced the former 1878 Town Hall. 

2 9 
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COMMON: Wayland Center His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Wayland Center 

2., LOCATION 

U 

OC 

H 

L O 

UJ 

111 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

#l-#43 Cochituate Road and #221 and #225 Boston Post Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Wayland 

Ma.s.s»anhusetts 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 017 
I i MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

Sketch map, numbered wi th key. I - • 

4, REQUIREMENTS 
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1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 
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''̂  Viayland Historic District 
Key to Numbered Buildings on Map entitled "Plan of Proposed Historic District Addi-
-» tion Liecember I5, 1972" 

(1) First Parish Chxurch, 225 Boston Post Road ( #57 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C,,) 
(2) Carriage Sheds of First Parish Chxirch, 225 Boston Post Road ( #75 i n Wayland Survey) 
(5) "Kirkside" , 221 Boston Post Road ( # 56 i n Iftlayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
(4) Barn, 221 Boston Post Road. 
(5) V.ayland Town Building, 58 Cochituate Road ( #74 i n Wayland Sxirvey for M.H.C.) 
(6) 50 Cochituate Road ( #55 i n Wayland Siurvey for M.H.C.) 
(7) 24 Cochituate Road ( #^4 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
(8) Heard House, 12 Cochituate Road ( #55 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
(9) Wayland -^lailroad Station, t l Cochitiiate Road ( #6l i n wayland Survey for M.H.C«*) 
(10) Barn, 11 Cochituate Road. 
(11) Lovell House, 11 Cochituate Road ( #75 i n Wayland Survey for M.H .C.) 
(12) CollinB Market, 21 Cochituate Road ( #59 i n Wayland Sixrvey for M.H.C.) 
(l5)Cld Wayland Fostoffice, 25 Cochitviate Road ( #76 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.,) 
(14) 27 Cochituate Road ( #58 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
(15) Mellen Law Office, 55 Cochituate Road ( #77 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
(16) Unitarian Parish House, 45 Cochituate Road ( #78 i n Wayland Survey for M.H.C.) 
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June 12,1974 

JfO beacon S/ifeei 

727-8j!t70 

(.r/ JUW 1 9 1974 

REGISTER 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets 
Washington D.C. 

Attention: Charles Herrington,Chief of Register 

RED FLAG: E l i o t Burying 
jKi Li.L_ Ground 

CE: IRT̂ FIED MAIL 

Enclosed are four National Register submissions for the following properties; 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Wayland, 
Quincy, 
Chelsea, 
Boston, 

Middlesex County, 
Norfolk County, 
Suffolk County, 

Wayland Center Historic D i s t r i c t  
Adams Academy  
Gov.Bellingham-Cary House  
E l i o t Burying Ground 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission and designated the State Liason Officer. 

After discussing the matter with Kate Cole, ̂ e arej^^eturning 
Ground submission with a b r i e f paragraph adde§tf'}\astidying a 

the E l i o t Burying 
, ^...w^ single nomination 

for the firehouse and the burying ground. I hope t h i s w i l l have immediate 
attention as the owner wishes to be included on the FY 75 warrant. 

Please l e t us know i f any other information i s needed. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth R.Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 11\5S.\CHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
SEP 6 m 

Name Location 

Adaias Acadeoy 

Abbot Ilall / 

Parson-Barnard House 

Wayland Center Historic 
District 

Quincy 
Norfolk Cknmty 

Harblehead 
Essex County 

North Andover 
Essex County 

Vayland 
l-Iiddleoex County 

The Gov, Belllnghaa-Cary llouse Chelsea 
Suffolk County 

Spofford-Barnes House Boxford 
Essex County 

Also Not i f ied 

State Historic Proservation Officer 
Uon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Cocsionwealth 
Chalrmn» liassachusetts Hiatorlcal 

Cor;iiesXou 
AO Beacon, t^treet 
Boston, iLiscachusetts 02103 

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 
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Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Iluvard W. L.roo,-;o 
Eon. Jacves A. Lurlce 
Hon. lUchael J . Harrington 
lion, lloiicrt F . Drlnan 
Ikra. Torbert H. MacDonald 


