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The Beiderbecke house is a straightforward,late-Victorian frame dwelling, located 
in a residential neighborhood of similar vintage. It is set upon a terrace which 
rises about 5 feet from street level, and across from a small neighborhood park.

The house is 26* wide and 57' deep, with a basically rectangular plan. It has two 
brick chimneys above an irregular gabled roofline. A shed-roofed porch, supported 
by square, bracketted wooden posts, extends across the front. Above the north end 
of the porch at the second flor level is a small, semicircular turret-like porch 
with a conical roof, which is entered through the second-floor bedroom window. Another 
5-sided projection with a conical roof extends from the north wall, and forms 
part of the stairwell to the second floor. On the south wall is a bay window, pro­ 
jecting from the dining room. Over the entrance to the front porch is a decorative 
wood pediment with two wooden columns on each side. Cornices and trim are also wood. 
To the rear (west) is a small, L-shaped addition (date unknown), enclosing a family 
room and back porch. Generally speaking, the exterior facades are unmodified, 
except for the application of painted, asbestos siding over clapboards.

The interior is divided by a central wall, into a living-dining area on the west 
and the entrance hall, stairwell, and kitchen on the east. On the second floor are 
three bedrooms and a bath. Hardwood and pine flooring, as well as stained pine 
woodwork (some with decorative carving) date from the original construction of the 
house. A fireplace in the entry hall features a decorative glazed tile surround 
topped by a plain, dark-stained wood mantle.
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Leon Bismarck "Bix" Beiderbecke, a now-legendary cornet player and jazz composer and 
musician of the 1920's, was born in this house 10 March 1903. He lived here until 
September, 1921, when he left for Lake Forest Academy near Chicago and the beginning 
of his relatively brief, but important musical career in Chicago, New York, St. Louis, 
and elsewhere around the United States. From then until his death in 1931, he returned 
periodically to visit his parents. During one such visit, in December 1924-January 1925, 
it is believed that Beiderbecke composed "Davenport Blues" (recorded 26 January 1925).

"During the first part of his 10-year career, Bix Beiderbecke played or 'sat in' with 
most of the jazz bands then playing in Chicago, and on river boats and excursion boats 
on Lake Michigan. (During his entire career, whenever he was home, he played with 
bands in Davenport and the surrounding metropolitan area.) Later, he was a regular 
member of the Wolverines, Jean Goldkette's band led by Frank Trumbauer, and Paul 
Whiteman's orchestra. It was while he was playing with the Wolverines in 1924 that 
Beiderbecke cut his first record for the Gennett Recording Co, in Richmond, Indiana, 
which launched him on the 6% prolific years of recording work that produced (aside 
from his own jazz compositions, "Davenport Blues," "In a Mist," "Candlelights," 
"Flashes", and "In the Dark") the only remaining material evidence of his enormous 
talent.

"Bix's grace, subtlety, and harmonic sophistication influenced his contemporaries 
in the jazz medium, such as Red Nichols, the Benson Orchestra of Chicago, cornetists 
Rex Stewart and Bobby Hackett, and Hoagy Carmichael, and have been influencing 
jazz musicians ever since. He established the basic principles for playing Dixieland 
in a new way that have endured to this day." 1

'Biographical Information", compiled by Pat Miller, Scott County (Iowa) Historic 
Preservation Group, pp. 1-2.
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