Form No. 10-306 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES

FOR NPS USEONLY
recewen GEP 29 1976

DATE ENTERED <0 ~ 257 -2/

Coo-r)=—Ce)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

HEINAME

HISTORIC
Fort Matanzas

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Route 1, Box 105

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

St. Augustine — VICINITY OF 4th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Florida 12 St Johns 109
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—3DISTRICT ¥-PUBLIC XOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE. .§MUSEUM
—_BUILDING(S) —_PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL “PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _&DUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED . GOVERNMENT —_SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —_OTHER:
AGENCY

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (/f applicabie)

National Park Service,

Southeast Regional Office

STREET & NUMBER

1895 Phoehix Blvd.

CITY. TOWN STATE
Qtlanta VICINITY OF Geosgj_a
i LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Park Files, C/0 Castillo de San Marcos NM

STREET & NUMBER
1 Castillo Drive

CITY. TOWN STATE
St. Augustine Florida

TAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Road and T#ail System Play, Drawing No., NM~-MAT 2003B

DATE

June 27, 1950

XFEDERAL

—STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS (Castillo de San Marcos NM

CITY. TOWN
St. Augustine




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
XFAIR __UNEXPOSED Restored

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Matanzas is a restored and stabilized masonry tower which, seen from the east,
resembles a reversed L. The tower is 48 feet gquare and 40 feet high., The horizontal
portiénnof the L constitutes a gun deck, under which there is a cistern. At the same
level as the gun deck is the former guard quarters, where there is a fireplace. Above
these quarters there is, in the upright portion of the Ly another room reached by a
stairway from the gun deck, where the officer of the guard had his quarters. This
room also provides access to a powder storage compartment in the western wall of the
tower. A ladder in this upper story leads through a hatch or scuttle to the roof or
observation deck.

Many of the original features--the low curb of a well in the gun deck (to extract water
from the cistern), the beam and masonry roof-floor between the lower and upper stories,
sleeping bunks, doors and windows, the structuressheltering the hatch in the roof-~have
disappeared. Utilitaeian features~-a boards roof-floor between the lower and upper stories,
a stairway from the gun deck to the second story, and a ladder to the roof--have replaced
some of the oripg#nal features.

During the 19th century, Fort Matanzas split vertically into three separate segments
and became a ruin. However in 1916~24 the War Department pulled segments together and
stabilized the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Two historical associations comprise the basic significance of Fort Matanzas Nationdi
Monument. First, the 1565 Ribault Massacre occurred somewhere in the area of what is
now the park, and comprises part of a sequence of events whereby Spain eliminated France
from competition for dominance in northern Florida. Second, the series of Spanish
outpost structures located in the vicinity- the last and most impressive of which

is Fort Matanzas- served as important defense elements for the Spanish at Castillo de
San Marcos and thereby represent important defensive elements in Spain's protection

of its interests in the New World.,

The Spanish-French struggle for Florida in the 1500's resulted in Spanish domination

of the Southeast for nearly 200 years. During most of that period Matanzas was a typical
Florida outpost that served as a lookput tower to spot approaching enemy ships and to
serve St. Augustine, the capital of Spanish Florida. Previous towers had been built

of wood, but in 1737-1742 the coquina Fort Matanzas was built to reinforce the garrison
in the face of increasing depredations from James Oglethorpe's English colony of
Georgia. Having little military value to the Nation, the old tower and its vieinity

were abandoned when Florida was ceded to the United States in 1819,

Built of masonry and coquina, the Fort also exemplifies the engineering and
construction skills of the Colonial Spanish.
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