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~ The Al Saints' Church islocated inthe Ashnont section of Boston's |arge Dorchester
nei ghborhood. It isinthe inmediate vicinity of Reabody Square where Dorchester Avenue,
anain thoroughfare, intersects with several local streets. o .

Al Saints' Church, erected between 1893 and 1929 i s a basilican form Mdern Gothic
style Epi scopal loarlsh church building consisting of anave with flanking aisles, tower,
chancel, twosnall side chapels, and a projecting cloister with an attached parish
house. (onstructed of randomcoursed, rough-faced Quincy granite with Nova Scotia
sandstone trim the church was designed by the firm of Gamé& Goodhue and executed in
stages: the nave, chancel, andclorster were conpleted in 1893, the tower andwest &
south porches in 1896, the parish house i n 1906, andthe Lady d1ape| and (hapel of Saint
Sephen in 1912 and 1929 respectively. o

The west , or nain entrance porch is a.one-storx, but t ressed PFOJ ection fromthe
tower, with a batt|enented parapet and a pointed-arch entranceway flanked by carved
sandstone niches with other decorativecarved detail above. The nassive, squarish tower
has tapering buttressess at the corners, a battlenented parapet, a largecathedral
W ndow wi t h perPendl cul ar style stone tracery over the west porch, andpairs of |ancet
w ndows toward the tog of each facade. A attached octagonal stair tower rises slightly
above the height of the nain tower fromits southwest corner.

~ The six-bay nave has a sinple pitched slate roof andis flanked by |ow buttressed
aisles on both sides. Gams intentional |oweringof these side aisleS was designedto
let nore l'?ht into the nave through the large clerestory wndows above, whil e darkening
the aisles thensel ves, which are | 't only by small, rectangul ar wndows i n each bay.
The large rectangul ar chancel reaches alnost the full nave height and has three | arge

w ndows on each side which, like those inthe clerestory and tower, have perpendicul ar
style stone tracery with cinquefoil panels. Sandstone belt courses around the nave,
tower, and chancel reflect divisions of interior space.

A though part of the original plan for the church, a small southporch with a pitched
roof and intricate wooden tracery inthe entrance arch was not conpleted until 1896.

The Lady Chapel, built al ongside the three southernnost bays of the east aisle, and the
smal |, sem-octagonal Chapel of Saint Sephen, built of f of the southernnost bay of the west
aisle, are of natched stone and simulate the effect of transepts.

The cloister, alow pitched-roof ell ?rOJ ecting north fromthe chancel, connects
the church to the 1906 Parish House. This twostory, nedieval -inspired structure mxes
B i zabet han, Jacobean, and Gothic el enents, having apartially half-tinbered second
story, stepped buttresses and a | ancet w ndow and rectangul ar w ndow banks divi ded by
stone mul lions that derive from Jacobean architecture. o .

~ The Church's interior contrasts avery sinple structural fabric with highly decora-
tive overlain ornanent, handcrafted by a variety of notable European and Anerican crafts-
nen.  The poi nted-arch arcades separatingthe nave fromthe narrow aisles are supported

on sinple chaniered stone piers wthout capitals, and the chestnut roof truss framng is
simlarly devoid of surface decorationother than chanfering. Head-high oak wainscoting,
Ct of beaded vertical boards capﬁed by a nol ded rail, runs along the walls of the
aisles andtower. The fixed oak pevs have quatrefoils carved into the end boards. " i

All of the clerestory wndows except the four closest to the chancel have di anond-
shaped S i nvarious shades of orange. The remaining four are of stained glass
depicting biblical scenes; that onthe south wall closest to the chancel was designed by
Gams design partner, Bertram Godhue. Five of the small, stained glass aisle wndows
vere designed by the fine-arts glazier Charles Connick.
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Its high degree of decorationandelevation slightly above the nave floor conine to
nake the chancel the domnant focus of the church's Interior. The chancel walls are
paneled with aten foot high oak screen, carved by the firmof Irvi n(t; and Gasson and
containing choir stalls, anorgan case, and scul pture niches with Gthic notifs such as
linenfold carvinginthe dados, perpendicul ar tracery inthe panel heads, afrieze wth
reliefcarved Biblical scenes, andanornate foliate cornice. Thealtar, asolid, seven-
ton block of Gaen stone, is surrounded alarge and el aborat e stone reredos, executed by
Donngo Mbra under the supervision of John Bvans and carved with simlar Gthic notifs. A
| arge, central niche contains afigure of the Rsen Christ, flanked by side niches con-
taining angels, with a dozen smaller niches in between with Odand MwTestanent figures.
A sonevhat simlarly conposed carved oak reredos above the side altar inthe Lady (hapel
vas carved by the ecclesiastical scul ptor Johannes Kirchnayer in 1912

Tre building: has not been altered since the date of the |ast addition.
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Bertram Goodhue at this tine was Gams draftsman and | ater becane hi s partner,
Apparently because of the beauty of Bertram Goodhue' s renderings. Gams firm was chosen
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83_ Significance - continued , o _

~ FinalTy, the church's finely crafted interior is inportant not only for the quality

of its design, but as the first exanple of a church interior designed as an integral

exanpl e of the overall building desu};n, by the sane firmas the structureitself. All of

the church's interior ornanent, with the exception of the figurative scul pture and nost of

the stained gl ass, was designed by Gamand (%od,huethh the expressed intention of

maintaining aninternal consistency of design which would al|ow the church structure and

its interior decoration to functionas a coherent whole. This integrated design concept,

fplnfest_ enpl oyed at All Saints', becane the prototype for noch subsequent church building in
rica.

A'so noteworthy are the figurative scul pture and stained glass work which, though not
exBr_esst following the firms designs, were intended as highlights in alarger ornanental
fabric and were executed by a col |l ection of notable European and Anerican artists.
Grnan-born Johannes Kirchimayer (1860-1930), who carved the Lady (hapel altarpieceandthe
sanctuary paneling reliefs, was afounder of the Boston Society for Arts and Crafts. He
al so worked on wooden figure scul pture at Christ Church, Granbrook, Mchigan, andthe
Véshi ngton Cathedral. John Bvans (1850-1923), the V&l sh scul ptor wo supervised t he
execution of nuch of the chancel scul pture aswell as carving various other interior
elenents at All Saints' also worked on the Véshington Cathedral, the Cathedral of &. John
the Dvine in Nw York, and the Boston Public Library, Trinity Church, andthe First
CGhurch of Christ, Scientist, in Boston. Charles Connick 818 4-1945), designer of nouch of
the stained glass at Al Saints' was also apersonal friend of Gams wo worked with him
on_nunerous ot her conmissions as wel |, including &t. John the Dvine and the Princeton
Uni versity Chapel .

9) Bibliography - continued
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