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O.M7I, 
The Chicopee C i t y Hallj*dominates Market Square where four s t r e e t s converge 
to cross the Chicopee River and the Dwight M i l l s Canal. Two o l d h o t e l s of 
s i m i l a r vintage t o C i t y Hall,and p a r t of the o r i g i n a l Dwight M i l l s , are 
s i t u a t e d opposite on the same square. 

C i t y H a l l i s a b r i c k Romanesque Revi v a l s t r u c t u r e showing major i n f l u e n c e s 
of Romanesque church b u i l d i n g and the Palazzo Vecchio i n Florence. Resting 
on a g r a n i t e foundation, i t has a bridge r o o f w i t h gable end t o the s t r e e t 
and a gable on both the|\3rth and south e l e v a t i o n p a v i l l i o n s . The facade i s 
f i v e bays wide, the side p a v i l l i o n s are three bays wide, and the clock tower, 
located a t the southwest corner of the b u i l d i n g , i s one bay wide and deep. 
The facade, the side p a v i l l i o n s , and the clock tower a l l form a cohesive 
v i s u a l u n i t . On the facade, a t r i - a r c h e d entrance p o r t i c o opens onto an i r o n 
balustraded piazza w i t h side s t a i r s (the o r i g i n a l s t a i r s were s e m i - c i r c u l a r . ) 
The p o r t i c o arches are supported by Corint h i a n - t y p e columns topped by c a p i t a l 
no two of which are a l i k e . On the f i r s t f l o o r of the facade, there i s a 
narrow arched window t o e i t h e r side of the p o r t i c o . Above each of these 
windows i s a t a l l narrow arched bay d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s : a lower 
doxible arched window topped by an oculus, topped by another double arched 
s e c t i o n topped by an oculus. D i r e c t l y above the entrance p o r t i c o i s a 7-arch 
bay topped by a large rose window, which i s i n t u r n topped by an oculus. 

On the f i r s t f l o o r of the n o r t h and south p a v i l l i o n s , there are three narrow 
arched windows, the middle one c o n t a i n i n g a double arch. (On the south p a v i -
l l i o n , the southwest window i s i n the c l o c k t o w e r ) . Above these f i r s t f l o o r 
windows, on both p a v i l l i o n s , i s a l a r g e r arched stained glass bay; on the 
south p a v i l l i o n , t h i s i s topped by a small oculus. 

The voussoirs of the facade- and p a v i l l i o n arches a l t e r n a t e w i t h brownstone 
and g r a n i t e . There are two stringcourses which enclose the facade, the side 
p a v i l l i o n s and the clocktower. One i s g r a n i t e and extends around l e v e l w i t h 
the caps o f the p o r t i c o columns; the other i s d e n t i l e d b r i c k and separates 
the f i r s t from the second f l o o r . This l a t t e r s t r i n g c o u r s e continues along 
the n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s a t a s l i g h t l y lower l e v e l . 

A second g r a n i t e s t r i n g c o u r s e extends around the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g , i n t e r s e c t i n g 
the second f l o o r window caps. Windows on the f i r s t f l o o r of the side eleva­
t i o n s have segmental arches and are 2/2 sash w i t h a v e r t i c a l d i v i s i o n . The 
v e r t i c a l d i v i s i o n i s continued above i n the second f l o o r bays which are 
double arched, toppped by geometrical t r a c e r y and a g r a n i t e keystone. A l l of 
the C i t y H a l l ' s second f l o o r windows are st a i n e d g l a s s , and a l l l i g h t a large 
h a l l which seats 900 people. S l i g h t l y arched windows are s e t ' i n t o the g r a n i t ^ 
foundation of the b u i l d i n g on the n o r t h and south sides. 

A double row of curved b r i c k d e n t i l s e n c i r c l e s the b u i l d i n g a t the cornice 
l e v e l . Unadorned b r i c k p i l a s t e r s separate the second f l o o r bays and define 
the b u i l d i n g ' s four corners. The b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y had two rows of chim­
neys along i t s r i d g e r o o f , b ut these were removed when centralT.heating was 
i n s t a l l e d . The tower i s consciously patterned a f t e r the Palazzo Vecchio. 

(cont'd) 
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7.DESCRIPTION 

City Hall,Chicopee 

cont'd 

span of 7'. A clock, i n s t a l l e d i n 1888, faces out on three sides. Also 
housed i n the tower i s a b e l l which was used i n the past on public occasions 
and as a f i r e alarm. 

A 6 i t y H a l l Annex was erected i n 1929; i t i s attached to the rear of City Hall 
by a 2 story f u l l y enclosed brick bridge above a service driveway. The design 
of the Annex i s v i s u a l l y compatible with City Hall; both are brick with 
rusticated granite foundations, and t h e i r decorative cornice brickwork i s 
very similar. 
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C i t y H a l l has, f o r many years, served as one of the major landmarks i n the 
C i t y of Chicopee. S i t u a t e d i n Chicopee Center, i n h i s t o r i c Market Square, ' 
i t i s one o f the few extant reminders of Chicopee's h e r i t a g e . I t continues 
t o hold both a p r a c t i c a l and a e s t h e t i c place i n the l i v e s of the townspeople. 

I n 1869 the town o f Chicopee purchased land from the Ames Manufacturing Co. 
on which t o b u i l d a town h a l l . Mr. James T.Ames was chosen chairman of the 
B u i l d i n g Committee,which consisted of prominent members of the community. 
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l design was done by aharles Edward Parker of Boston, and 
was i n t e n t i o n a l l y patterned a f t e r the Palazzo Vecchio i n Florence. This 
s i m i l a r i t y gives i t a uniqueness among other Massachusetts town h a l l s o f the 
pe r i o d . 

The work on C i t y H a l l (then the Town H a l l ) began i n e a r l y 1871. Bricks used 
i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n were made and fu r n i s h e d by Charles McClallan, who also 
f u r n i s h e d b r i c k s f o r the nearby Dwight M i l l s . The metal r a i l i n g s , hinges, 
f i t t i n g s , and the eagle weathervane were a l l cast a t the Ames Manufacturing 
-o., famous f o r Ames swords used during the C i v i l War. The b u i l d i n g was 
completed and dedicated i n December 1871. I t was used as a Town H a l l u n t i l 
the c i t y was incorporated i n 1890. For many years, the f r o n t steps and 
p o r t i c o were used f o r the inaugurations of Chicopee's mayors. 

j i t y H a l l has, throughout i t s h i s t o r y , been used and enjoyed by both promi­
nent Chicopee c i t i z e n s and the p u b l i c . I t has hosted such famous v i s i t o r s 
and speakers as: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Horace Mann, Charles Dickens, and 
re d e r i c k Douglas. 
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8/14/73 
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40 Beacon S t r ee t 
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t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property fo r i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Reg is te r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according to the c - i t e r ia and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service . The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 
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H^no'^rable John F.X.Davoren 
Sjecrfetary o f the Commonwealth 

Pitle V / ^ 
chairman,Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date 

ommiBsion 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter , , 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Da'e 

A T T E S T : 

Date 7- hi- 7 
Keeper of Tne National RagMster 
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Hon. Edward P. Boland Chairman, Maasachusetta Filatorlcal 
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iMtoa, Maasachuaatts 02108 
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