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DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

[+ Excellent S Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION (-Check Or7e; (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered C] Moved n Originol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
oM,
The Chicopee City Hallj*dom natesMarket Square where four streets converge
to cross t he Chicopee River and t he Dwight Mills Canal. Two ol d hotels of

similar vintage toCity Hall,and part of theoriginal Dwight Mills, are
situated opposite on t he sane square.

City Hall i sabrick Romanesque Revival structure showing major influences

of Romanesque church building and t he Palazzo Vecchio i nFlorence. Resting
on a granite foundation, i thas a bridge roof with gable end t othe street

and a gable on both the|\3rth and south elevation pavillions. The facadei s
five bays wide, theside pavillions arethree bays wide, and theclock tower,
located at t he southwest corner of thebuilding, i sone bay wide and deep.
The facade, theside pavillions, and theclock tower all form a cohesive
visual unit. @1 thefacade, a tri-arched entrance portico opens onto an iron
balustraded piazza with side stairs (theoriginal stairs were semi-circular.)
The portico arches are supported by Corinthian-type colums topped by capital
no two of which arealike. On thefirst floor of thefacade, there i sa
narrow arched window t oeither side of theportico. Above each of these

wi ndows i sa tall narrow arched bay divided into four sections: a |ower
doxible arched wi ndow topped by an oculus, topped by another double arched
section topped by an oculus. Directly above theentrance portico i sa 7-arch
bay topped by a large rose wi ndow, which i si nturn topped by an ocul us.

O thefirst floor of thenorth and south pavillions, there arethree narrow
arched wi ndows, them ddle one containing a double arch. (Onthesouth pavi-
[Tion, the southwest window i si ntheclocktower). Above these first floor
wi ndows, on both pavillions, i sa larger arched stained glass bay; onthe
south pavillion, this i stopped by a small oculus.

The voussoirs of t he facade- and pavillion arches alternate with brownstone
and granite. There aretwo stringcourses which enclose the facade, the side
pavillions and theclocktower. (ne i sgranite and extends around level with
the caps of theportico colums; theother i sdentiled brick and separates
the first fromthe second floor. This latter stringcourse continues along

the north and south elevations at a slightly lower level.

A second granite stringcourse extends around theentire building, intersecting
the second floor wi ndow caps. Wndows on thefirst floor of theside eleva-
tions have segmental arches and are 2/2 sash with a vertical division. The
vertical division i scontinued above i nthe second floor bays which are
double arched, toppped by geometrical tracery and a granite keystone. Al | of
the City Hall's second floor windows are stained glass, and all light a large
hall which seats 900 people. Slightly arched windows are set'into the granit?
foundation of thebuilding on thenorth and south sides.

A double rowof curved brick dentils encircles thebuilding at the cornice
level . Unadorned brick pilasters separate t hesecond floor bays and define
the building's four corners. The building originally had two rows of chim
neys along i t sridge roof, but these were renoved when central T. heating was
installed. The tower i sconsciouslypatterned after the Palazzo Vecchio.

(cont'd)
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pounds and with a wing-
span of 7. A clock, installed i n1888, faces out on three sides. Also
housed i nthetower i sabell which was used i nt hepast on public occasions
and as a fire alarm

A 6ity Hall

by a 2 story fully enclosed brick bridge above a service driveway.
of theAnnex i s visually conpatible with City Hall;
rusticated granite foundations,

very simlar.

and their

Annex was erected i n1929; i ti sattached totherear of City Hall

The design
both arebrick with

decorative cornice brickworki s
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E SIGNIFFCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
r~| Pre-Columbian | L7] 16fh Century . 18th Century 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century ~]1 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(sI (If Applicable and Known) l 8 7 1
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 1 Education 17 political Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi- [-2 Other (Specify;
Historic I I Industry losophy
r~1 Agriculture I | Invention (73 Science
Architecture [ | Landscape I | Sculpture
* Art Architecture Q Socio I/Human-
[ I Commerce I 1 Literature itarian
[ I Communications Military n Theater
I I Conservation Music [31 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

City Hall has, for many years, served as one of themajor landmarks i n t he
City of Chicopee. Situated i nChicopee Center, i nhistoric Market Square, '
it i soneof thefewextant rem nders of Chicopee's heritage. | t continues
to hold both a practical andaesthetic place i nthelives of thetownspeople.

In 1869t hetown of Chicopee purchased land fromthe Ames ManufacturingCo.
on which t obuild a town hall. M. James T.Ares was chosen chairman of t he
Building Comm ttee,which consisted of prom nent nmenbers of t he comunity.

The architectural design was done by aharles Edward Parker of Boston, and

was intentionally patterned after the Palazzo Vecchio i nFlorence. This
simlarity gives it a uniqueness anong other Massachusetts town halls of the
period.

The work on City Hall (then the Town Hall) began i nearly 1871. Bricks used
in theconstruction were made and furnished by Charles McClallan, who also
furnished bricks for thenearby Dwight Mills. The metal railings, hinges,
fittings, andtheeagle weathervane were all cast at t he Ames Manufacturing
-0., famous for Ames swords used during theCivil War. Thebuilding was
compl eted and dedicated i nDecenmber 1871. | twas used as a Town Hall wuntil
the city was incorporated i n1890. For many years, t hefront stepsand
portico were used for theinaugurations of Chicopee's mayors.

jity Hall has, throughout its history, been used andenjoyed by both prom -
nent Chicopee citizens andthepublic. | thashosted such famus visitors
and speakers as: Ral ph Wal do Enerson, Horace Mann, Charles Dickens, and
rederick Dougl as.
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Market Square

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURC E DATE SCALE
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